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JOHN FISHER 1459-1535 

'Fisher' by Pietro Torrigiano (c.1 511) 

JOHN FISHER, 1469-1535 

An Address 

G' in the College Chapel at a service of thanksgiving to mark the life and 

wor�
v
�� St John Fisher, 8 June 198 5 ,  by Cardinal Basil H ume, Archbishop of 

Westminster. 

1 the English College in Rome, where some of our Church students go to 

t �y there is a corridor along which are hung the portraits of English Cardinals. 

� �av� stood from time to time in front of the portrait of Cardinal Wolsey, and 

eflected on the dangers of worldliness in a churchman, on the insidious nature 

�f power, on the temptation to ambition. I have, however, not failed to 

remember that Wolsey did much good; he has, perhaps, been more severely 

judged than he merits. When I was thinking about such things I recalled the 
words of the Duke of Suffolk when the Papal Legate, Cardinal Campeggio, 
thwarted Henry Vlll's insistence on an annulment of his marriage to Catherine. 
The Duke had said - and, I detect, with some feeling- 'lt was never merry in 
England whilst we had Cardinals among us.' That was in July 1529 .  Experience of 
Cardinals has not always been good. I have then moved to the next portrait, that 
of John Fisher, appointed Cardinal by Paul Ill when Fisher was already a 
prisoner in the Tower. I thou ght of those chilling words spoken by that same 
King Henry VI I I: 'He shall wear it' (that is, the Cardinal's hat) 'on his shoulders for 
head he shall have none to set it on. '  That was in May 15 35 .  Wolsey and Fisher 
were contemporaries, very different in character, not unlike in death. Fisher was 
executed, Wolsey shamed and humiliated. Both were reviled by contemporaries, 
deprived of honour and respect, unrewarded for their services to Church and 
State. These are narrow gates indeed through which to pass to another and 
better life. 

I must now leave that corridor in Rome and my meditation, and remember 
where I am today, and why. You will readily appreciate how touched and happy 
I was to have been invited to be here in St John's College to celebrate the four 
hu�dred and fiftieth anniversary of the death of John Fisher and the golden 
JU

f
bdee of his canonisation. Let me say at once that I was able to quote the D u ke 0 S

_
uffolk and H enry V I I I  only because we live now in different times, when anofnt wounds, first inflicted in Wolsey and Fisher's time, are now slowly but �re Y. healing. I am very aware too of the courtesy you are showing to me, a 

tr 
e
l 
ntleth-century Cardinal, in inviting me to speak on this lovely occasion. I am u Y grateful. 

its 
5� John's, more than any other College in Cambridge, claims St John Fisher for 

Welt�· 1 say, '':lore than any other college' for others will wish to honour him as 
eve� tsln�e he 1s part of their history too. Fisher's own College, Michaelhouse, 
Mar 

ua Y became Trinity College; Christ's owes its foundation to the Lady garet and in part to Fisher; Queens' can claim him as a former President; and 
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King's can be grateful to him for persuading H enry VI I  to complete their Chapel Now it might be a little tactless on my part to speak to this particula� congregation about the foundation of St John's, save perhaps in so far as it is appropriate to recall and honour the memory of John Fisher. You will, 1 know 
readily agree that we cannot speak of St John's and Fisher without remembering 
at the same time the Lady Margaret Beaufort. it was in 149 5  when Fisher, then a 
young Proctor of the University, first met H enry Vll's Mother. H e  became her 
spiritual director, and her friend. This spiritual friendship was important for 
Cambridge, for the University benefited much from their shared ideals 
concerning learning and its importance for the life of the Church. When Lady 
Margaret died, Fisher, preaching the panegyric, said of her that 'all she did 
became her, all who met her loved her'. That was the tribute paid by a Saint to a 
very good woman. 

· 

i t  was a codicil in the Lady Margaret's will which provided for the foundation 
of St John's. The realisation of the project was by no means straightforward. The 
will was contested, the Bishop of Ely was reluctant to approve of the dissolution 
of the ancient hospital of St John, and there were other problems. Only Fisher, 
from among the executors of her will, was interested in the foundation and 
sought to realise it. i t  took all his characteristic tenacity and determination to 
ensure that the College came into being. But it made him weary nonetheless: 
' Forsooth, it was sore laborious and painful unto me', he said - and we can 
almost hear him sighing -'that many times I was right sorry that I ever took that 
business u pon me.' Fisher succeeded. The Charter was given in April 15 11 and 
the opening - a magnificent affair - took place in July 15 1 6  in the presence of a 
new Master, Alan Percy, and thirty-one Fellows. The task of the Master and 
Fellows was clear: they had to realise the aims of the College as codified in the 
statutes of 1516, namely ' Dei cultus, morum probitas et Christianae fidei 
corroboratio'. I make no apology for giving those aims in Latin, for those same 
statutes laid down: 'let them use no other language than Latin, Creek or H ebrew 
as long as "they are in the precincts of the college" . . .  ' You will be 
relieved to know that you would be permitted to use the vernacular in your 
rooms. 

The worship of Cod, good discipline, and the teaching of the Faith -
throughout his life Fisher was guided by those aims. Learning, virtue and 
discipline were to be the means to realise them, and each one was 
indispensable. There was nothing particularly new or original about this; but it 
was Fisher's insistence that academic distinction was impossible without disci­
pline, and that the Church needed men of learning and virtue which gave his 
foundation its special character. Indeed his ideals were enshrined in the 
Statutes of both Christ's College and St John's. Furthermore chairs of divinity 
were founded with the help of the Lady Margaret, and preacherships 
established. Fisher also encouraged the study of Creek and Hebrew. He was 
largely responsible for their introduction into the University. H e  knew that 
these languages were vital for the proper study of the Scriptures. In Erasmus 
Fisher found an important ally who became not only Fisher's friend but also his 
teacher of Creek. He invited that scholar to stay at Queens'. Erasmus put Fisher 
in touch with the new learning, which had its protagonists both at Cambridge 
and Oxford. Fisher had much sympathy for the humanists, but was suspicious of 
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ovelty and, as a loyal churchman, he could not sympathise with the new 

�earning when that seemed to lead in directions which were in contradiction to 

what he had learne� and himself taught. 

There is so much more to say .about what Fisher did for Cambridge, and 

Ca mbridge for him. But time, alas, is short. We must now leave Cambridge and 

move to Rochester. I wonder how Fisher felt when he had to leave this 

University. He had, after all, arrived from Beverley as a youth of fourteen in 

1483. He had filled many posts, both in the University and at College level. H e  

had risen t o  becoming Vice-Chancellor in 1501, and eventually Chancellor in 

1504, and was so till his death. Fisher was, through and through, a Cambridge 

man. So it must have been with a heavy heart that he left the University to start 

his new life. i t  had been Henry Vll's idea to make Fisher a bishop. He wrote to 

his mother, 'I have in my days promoted many a man inadvisedly and I would 

now make some recompense to promote some good and virtuous men which I 

doubt not should best please Cod ...  ' The King clearly recognised in Fisher a 

person of great distinction and a man of Cod - a powerful combination indeed. 

Thus on the 24th November 1504, John Fisher was consecrated Bishop of 

Rochester at Lambeth by the Archbishop of Canterbury, William Wareham. 

At Cambridge, Fisher had always been priestly (he had been ordained in 

1491 ), and pastoral considerations had determined much of his academic 

practice; at Rochester, as a pastor, he did not cease to be a student and an 

academic (he was frequently in Cambridge). Fisher entered whole-heartedly 

into the p astoral work demanded of a bishop, visiting the parishes of his 

diocese with exemplary regularity. He preached frequently, correcting abuses 

and encouraging virtue. Even when offered the possibility of moving to a more 

prestigious diocese, Fisher preferred to stay with his 'poor wife' rather than seek 

out some 'rich widow' elsewhere. 

My reflections on the life of John Fisher have led me to conclude that even if 
he had not been martyred he would still have been honoured as a saint. H e  has 
been compared to Charles Borromeo and to Francis of Sales both, like him, 
devoted pastors and reformers. 

As a pastor Fisher not only showed the dedication of which I have just spoken, 
but he also displayed a remarkable degree of steadfastness in times when he 
found both his administrative duties at the University burdensome, and the 
tasks of a bishop in a diocese full of anxieties and toil. He is, perhaps especially 
today, a lesson for us accustomed as we are to look for immediate solutions to 
our problems. Fisher was a patient man. 

Yet this patience did notblunt his awareness of the need for reform. He often 
spoke out against the abuses of the time, especially to his fellow priests and 
bishops. He made a notably powerful  speech in Convocation in 1517: 'Why 
should we exhort our flocks to eschew and shun worldly ambition, ' he said, 
'when we ourselves that be bishops, do wholely set our minds to the same 
things we forbid them.' There were too many 'golden chalices', too few 'golden 
Priests'. As a reformer, then, he led the way, not only by the educational 
Provision he established here in Cambridge but also by his personal example in 
the See of Rochester. 
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Two events in particular were to have a profound and decisive effect on 
Fisher: one we may connect with the name of Martin Luther, the other with that 
of H enry V I I I . Fisher, as a result of the new and strange ideas abroad at the time 
was drawn, and against his will, into becoming a polemicist rather than a p ure 
academic or� p�storal bish

_
op. The problems cause? by Luther and by

_ 
H enry 

VI I I  forced him mto that wider, and very uncongenial, world of ecclesiastical 
politics and controversy. His acceptance of the trials that accompanied both 
contributed considerably to his growth in holiness. H e  was being fashioned all 
the time for martyrdom. 

Fisher feared the new ideas that were emanating from the Continent. H e  saw 
them as a threat to traditional Catholic doctrine and practice. H e  knew that it 
was his duty to defend the Faith, and he laboured to do so. H e  wrote in defence 
of the priesthood, of the Eucharist, of Papal authority. Furthermore Fisher had 
that special gift, given to very holy people, of. seeing the wider implications of 
contemporary trends of thought and practice in public life. H e  saw danger in 
the ideas of the Reformers. H e  realised where the decision taken by the King 
and his advisers to clear u p  what has been called 'the King's scruple' would lead. 
H e  was aware, too, as More was, how Christendom was becoming increasingly 
disunited. The rise of the nation state and the emergence of the principle cujus 
regia, eius religio were con!J.ibuting to that disunity. 

The events which led to the split with Rome were complex indeed. 
Interpretations of those events will, necessarily, differ. The King's 'scru ple' 
about his marriage to Catherine and his frenetic, but nonetheless under­
standable, desire for a son, combined with many other factors to bring about 
the great changes in our land which we call the Reformation. Political 
considerations played their part too. Now Fisher could not agree that it had 
been unlawful for the Pope to grant the dispensation which permitted the King 
to take to wife his brother Arthur's widow. H e  could not accept those 
Parliamentary measures which, from 1529 onwards, slowly effected the break 
with Rome. 

Throughout this period Fisher, now almost seventy years old, was becoming 
physically weaker and increasingly weary of spirit. H e  lived in a cruel age, and at 
a time when opposition to a Tudor monarch was not to be tolerated. Fisher and 
More suffered for that just as Latimer and Ridley and Cranmer were to do some 
twenty years later. 

In H enry's reign there was the additional fear of a disputed succession, and so 
the Act of Succession of 1534 was all important to the King. By this Act all who 
should be called u pon to do so were to take an oath to recognise the issue of 
H enry and An ne Boleyn as legitimate heirs to the throne. The King saw the act as 
contributing to the peace of the realm; Fisher saw in it a denial of principles 
essential to the defence of true doctrine. 

Fisher refused to take the oath. So on the 20th of April 1534, he was sent to 
the Tower, and there he awaited his trial and death. H is mind and heart 
belonged already to another world. He prayed and suffered. He remembered 
his half-sister, Elizabeth White, and addressed to her his two last works, A 
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Spiritual Consolation and The Ways to Perfect Religion. The titles themselves 

shoW what really mattered to John Fisher. H e  bad no more to say or to do, save 

to die as he had live
_
d, serenely.and prayerfully. 

We tend in our day to reassess or reconsider the heroes of the past and often 

tb their disadvantage. We want our heroes to be closer to us, to be more like us, 

to share our fragility, and to have our weaknesses. We seek consolation for our 

mediocrity; it is more comfortable than being challenged by those who are 

greater than we are. There was nothing mediocre or fragile about Fisher. I 

suspect that any attempt to rewrite his story will show him to have been a person 

of even greater distinction than we had thought. H e  remains, as a bishop, a 

rnodel and an inspiration. 

Two contemporaries testified to their admiration for Fisher. St Charles 

Borromeo, that great reforming bishop of Milan, kept a picture of John Fisher on 

his desk. Reginald Pole, Archbishop of Canterbury in Mary's reign, wrote thus of 

John Fisher in his De Unitate Ecc/esiae ( Lib. Ill): ' . .. were you to search through 

all the nations of Christendom in our days, you would not easily find one who 

was such a model of episcopal virtues. If you doubt this, consult your merchants 

who have travelled in many lands; consult your ambassadors, and let them tell 

you whether they have anywhere heard of any bishop who has such love of his 

flock as never to leave the care of it, ever feeding it by word and example, 
against whose life not even a rash word could be spoken, one who was 
conspicuous not only for holiness and learning but also for love of country'.  

Next time I am in Rome I shall go once again and stand before that portrait of 
Fisher. I shall meditate on the danger of mediocrity, - especially in a bishop­
and acknowledge the greatness of this Saint. I shall, remember, too, this happy 
occasion today at St John's, and pray with Fisher's Master and ours that we may 
all soon be one. 

A Letter from the College to Fisher in the Tower 

Reverendo in Christo patri D. Johanni Fishero Episcopo Roffensi: 

. . .  Nos tibi fatemur tot nos esse beneficiis obstrictos ut ne recensere quidem 
aut verbis consequi valeamus. Tu nobis pater, doctor, praeceptor, legislator, 
omnis denique virtutis et sanctitatis exemplar. Tibi victum, tibi doctrinam, tibi 
quicquid est quod boni vel habemus vel scimus nos debere fatemur. Quo 
autem tibi possimus referre gratiam aut beneficium rependere habemus nihil 
praeter orationem, qua continenter Deum pro te interpellamus. Quaecunque 
autem nobis in communi sunt opes, quicquid habet collegium nostrum, id si 
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totum tua causa profunderemus ne adhuc quidem tuam in nos beneficent1am assequeremur. Quare, reverende pater, quicquid nostrum est obsecramus utere ut tuo. Tuu� est eritque quicquid possumus, tui omnes sum us erimusque toti. Tu nostrum es decus et praesidium, tu nostrum es caput, ut necessaria quaecunque te mala attingant ea nobis veluti membris subjectis acerbitatem inferant. Speramus autem Deum optimum et clementissimum omnia a te mala prohibiturum, omnibusque te semper bonis pro sua misericordia aucturum. Sin vera aliquid interveniat quod durum et asperum secundum mundi judicium esse videatur, ut illud tibi molle, jucundum, facile, atque etiam honorificum Deus efficiat, quemadmodum Crucis odium et ignominiam in summum honorem et gloriam commutarit. Dominus noster Jesus Christus non destituat te consolatione spiritus sui in aeternum. In quo felix vale, Reverende Pater. 
To the Reverend Father in Christ John Fisher Lord Bishop of Rochester: 

... We acknowledge ourselves obliged to you for so many benefits that we cannot even count them or express them in words. You are father to us, teacher, counsellor, lawgiver, indeed the pattern of every virtue and all holiness. To you we owe our livelihood, our learning and every good thing that we have or know. But to return your thanks or to requite your generosity we have no other means than prayer, in which we make continual intercession to Cod on your behalf. For though we should pour out all our corporate wealth, all we have as a College, in your support, not even then could we match your generosity towards us. Wherefore, Reverend Father, we beg you to use as your own everything we possess. Yours is whatever ability we have, and we ourselves are yours, both now and in the future, totally. You are our glory and defence, you are our head, so that of necessity whatever evil touches you also brings suffering to us as members subject to tha0,ead. We trust however that Cod in his goodness and loving­kindness will protect you from all evil and ever increase you in all good things for his mercy's sake. But should anything befall which the world would judge to be harsh and cruel, may Cod make it gentle for you, pleasant, easy and also honourable, just as He changed the hatefulness and shame of the Cross into highest honour and glory. May our Lord Jesus Christ and the consolation of his Spirit be with you always, in whom prospering, farewell, Reverend Father. 

(translation: Guy Lee) 

Fisher and St. John's in 1534-1535 

On 24 July 15 34 the register of the Bishop of Rochester, John Fisher, records that he was 'out of his diocese'. The bland phrase of the clerk hides the famous story of imprisonment and death which, along with that of Thomas More, stunned Europe. The reaction was due not so much to horror at the cruelty of the methods employed- by law, had the king's mercy not been used, his death would have been more protracted - but at the identity of the victim. Here, going to the scaffold, was an ascetic bishop and scholar aged sixty-six, long part of the religious establishment, a notable patron of Cambridge University, and the foremost champion against Luther of Catholic orthodoxy. Had he been of a different character Fisher could have weathered Henry Vlll's storm and 
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nformed, as did his episcopal colleagues: the prevailing religion under this 
��ng remained Roman �atholicis�, although s

_
chismatic; the Cambridge 

foundations beloved by F1sher <;ont1nued to flounsh. 

The conscientious scholar and bishop, however, followed the logic of his 
rinciples to the end. He resisted not just to defend the integrity of the Church, 

�hich owed alle?iance �o the Pope, but to preserve
_ 
his own which was �ound 

up with it. lt was 1mposs1ble for a man who had publicly defended the un1versal 
authority of the Papacy, both in its sole right to pronounce on the king's 
marriage and in the wider context of its position in the Church, to deny the same 
authority in England. Privately, neither he nor More could bring themselves to 
assent to something which they believed untrue, and to do so upon oath, so 
falling into perjury. 

This personal sticking-point was sufficient to overcome in Fisher many 
opposing loyalties. He had been a loyal subject of the king and his father and 
had once praised Henry Vll's bounty to the university, in true Renaissance 
fashion, as the shining of the sun.1 He did not rush to martyrdom, and would 
have accepted the Act of Succession designed to secure Henry Vlll's throne for 
his children, were it not for the parts which denied the authority of the Pope and 
made the king's marriage with Catherine invalid. The ties which bound him to 
his liege lord Henry were as strong for Fisher as for the other bishops; yet we 
now know that what he saw as his larger loyalty led him to discuss unseating 
Henry with a foreign power. He fully believed that this king, whose 
grandmother he had advised and confessed, was imperilling his own soul and 
the souls of all his subjects. 

Although Fisher's personal stand isolated him from friends and colleagues in 
the establishment of which he was part, it inevitably involved and drew 
sympathy from others with whom he was close. Among them were the 
members of St John's College which he, along with Henry Hornby and Hugh 
Ashton, other executors of Lady Margaret Beaufort, had nursed towards 
maturity from its precarious beginnings. For the author of an account of Fisher's 
benefactions in one of the earliest College registers he was the wise man who 
had turned Lady Margaret's thoughts towards the foundation, just as Nestor had 
counselled the Greeks.2  We can see from surviving letters that while Fisher, 
assiduous in his duties at Rochester, rarely visited the College, he kept in touch 
with its affairs, and his own archdeacon, Nicholas Metcalfe, was master during 
the Bishop's lifetime. From other sources we can see Fisher's care over the 
College buildings and endowments, including his expenditure of a total 
seventeen hundred pounds while its financial viability was in doubt.3  His 
contribution had not gone unrewarded: at his death the Fellows and Scholars of 
his own foundation, supported by his funds, were to conduct a perpetual 
chantry for him, his family and friends, for the king and Lady Margaret 'his 
second mother'. He even confided the material care of part of his household to 
the College after his death: pensions to his brothers and servants were to be 
Paid before St John's began supporting lectures in Greek and Hebrew which 
Fisher's statutes had appointed. 

Ties between the College and its patron were further strengthened by his role 
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s its legislator: successive statutes were framed by him in 15 16-18, 1524, and 
� S30 .. When further modifications to the statutes were to be sought it was to 
Fisher that the College turned even in his disgrace. Several efforts to get his 
approval for revisions of the code of 1530 are recorded. The earliest biography, 
which was completed by 1577 fr.om materials gathered earlier, depicts two 
Fellows visiting Fisher at his home at Lambeth Marsh before he went to the 
Tower.4 If the account is accurate the visit would have taken place between 17 
April 1534, whe� he w�s i� �ranmer's custody, �nd 21 April when he was 
committed to pnson. H1s VISitors, R1chard Brand1sby and John Seton, were 
anxious to get his seal affixed to a code of statutes which Fisher had prepared 
but never confirmed.5 Fisher refused to do this immediately: he said he wanted 
more time to consider the code, but the Fellows protested that time was 
running out. He would not be shaken, however, and he departed to prison, and 
the Fellows to Cambridge, without their purpose being fulfilled. The biography 
goes on to describe how a royal commission consisting of Cranmer, Thomas 
Cromwell and others then framed new statutes for the College which 
supplanted Fisher's, whose code of 1530 was restored for a brief period under 
Queen Mary . 

The account of the visit to Lambeth is not supported by other evidence, and 
the only surviving statutes granted as a result of royal intervention were those of 
15 4 5  which, although they certainly supplanted Fisher's, cannot have been 
influenced by Cromwell who was executed in 1540.  We do know, however, 
that attempts were made to see Fisher in the Tower for a similar purpose. A letter 
from the College to an unnamed figure at court, probably Cromwell, mentions 
changes to the statutes made by Cranmer, to whose work of revision Fisher had 
agreed. The College asks permission to get the prisoner's confirmation for these 
revisions. A second letter, this time to Cranmer, also written in October 1534, 
asks again for admission to the prisoner and also begs him to ensure that Fisher's 
library, pledged to Stjohn's while he was at liberty but soon to be carried off by 
the king's men with his other goods, will reach it safely.6  There is no evidence 
that these requests to see Fisher were granted, although the Master and Fellows 
were frequently in London, and Brandisby got as far as seeing Cromwe11·7 

We know a little of the conditions under which the prisoner lived. Like 
political detainees before and since he experienced a mixture of harshness and 
latitude. He was able at first to dispatch letters and to receive them since he 
corresponded with Thomas More and with those who supplied his diet. The 
correspondence with More was eventually intercepted and provided the 
opportunity for a detailed interrogation to which we have Fisher's replies. He 
mentions in one of these that he often wrote to Robert Fisher his brother and 
Edward White, another relative, both of whom had pensions due from the 
College, about his food in prison. After the discovery of the letters conditions 
worsened: Fisher's books and writing materials were removed, a great pain to 
one who had owned one of the finest libraries in Europe. In December 15 34 he 
wrote to Cromwell asking for some mitigation, yet spelling out again why he 
could not submit to the royal will. We learn also that his clothes are in rags, that 
his diet is slender and. unsuitable because a weak stomach only allows him 'a 
few kinds of meats', and that his brother Robert's money alone sustains him. He 
lacks even a book of devotions for the Christmas season, and asks that a 

11 



confessor be sent to him. During 1535 he fell ill and a physician attended him. 
The College Master's accounts for the Easter term of that year record nine 
pounds delivered to Master White for my lord of Rochester, by the assignment 
of Master Secretary (Cromwell).8 

So Fisher passed through an increasingly rigorous imprisonment towards his 
trial, sentence, and execution which took place on the 22 June. Some time 
during his troubles, although we do not know exactly when, St John's wrote him 
the letter of consolation printed above, remarkably outspoken in the way the 
College identified with his cause and suffering. No doubt is left as to the justice 
of Fisher's cause, although no mention is made of any human agents of the 
divine wrath which has raised these perils of the times. In his hour of need the 
College offers him its resources to use as his own. Reaching a climax at once 
mystical and compassionate, it echoes the language of St Paul, speaking of 
Fisher as the head of the body and its members suffering with him.9 

There is no reason to doubt the sincerity of this delicately phrased epistle, 
which draws on many aspects of the response to suffering found in Christian 
theology. Unlike the formal and florid epistles which surround it in the College 
registers it could serve no practical purpose: the College had nothing to gain 
from its fallen patron. Yet we need to remember the College's apprehensions as 
to the future: the poignancy of this address must stand beside the effusive 
rhetoric of the letters to Cranmer and Cromwell in October 1534. Cromwell 
had to give leave before the College could send Fisher funds in 1535. The 
profits of his estates pledged to his own use for his foundation were being 
redirected to the king, the College had submitted to Cranmer's visitation, and 
was anxious about the library. The efforts of Fisher's own Fellows to secure his 
approval for the new statutes shows their anxiety for what might befall mixed 
with a loyalty towards what he had achieved. 

The king's policy divided the College as it divided the nation, before the 
College, like the nation, was as a whole reconciled to the fiat of the state. The 
divisions in the College may not have appeared openly while Fisher's man 
Nicholas Metcalfe remained head, but his disgrace and resignation in 1537 
began a period of uncertainty. The king's candidate for the headship, George 
Day, himself a former Fisher Fellow, was rejected by a majority of the Fellows 
who favoured Nicholas Wilson of Christ's, Fisher's countryman and friend, but 
Wilson withdrew to avoid a public clash. As the College was swept into the 
changes that accompanied the course of the Reformation, suffering royal 
commissions and visitations, it addressed those in power with different voices. 
Roger Ascham, Fellow in 1534 and later tutor to Elizabeth, composed the 
College address to the Protestant Protector Somerset, in yet another effort to 
secure Fisher's library and other help, in the reign of Edward V I. Fisher is 
described tersely as a man who, by his perverse attachment to false doctrine 
had robbed himself of life- no talk of martyrdom- and the College of a treasure 
of books, as well as of goods left it by the Lady Margaret. In another address 
presented to the Catholic Queen Mary the tale is reversed: the bishop suffered 
for true doctrine and wicked men compassed his fall, depriving the College 
both of his books and of the goods of the foundress.1o 
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These sharply divided opinions reflect, of course, the College's wish to please 

the dominant faction in order to preserve itself in prosperity; in modern states 

academic bodies have experienced similar difficult situations. Yet they also 

witness to the fact that the reigns of Edward V I  and Mary had occasioned a real 

and deep divide. The personal issue of resistance to the king in which Fisher had 

played so courageous a part had �ee.n swa�lowed up in de?ates over publ.ic 

doctrine wh1ch touched every pansh1oner m the realm. Th1s was the age 1n 

which the materials for both the Life of Fisher, the Catholic martyr, and for the 

Book of Martyrs by the Protestant John Foxe, were collected. In the letter of 

consolation which St John's addressed to its greatest benefactor we have a 

glimpse of the prelude to these divisions when, in the immediacy of his peril 

and amid their natural fears, the Fellows of the College left him, and us, a record 

of their gratitude. 
M. U nderwood 

Footnotes 
1 .  In his oration before the kin�, as university chancellor in 1 506 or 1 507, Bodleian 

Library, Bodley MS 1 3 fol. 30 . 

2. j. Lewis, The Life of Or John Fisher, London, 1 855, vol. 11, document no. XVIII p.290, 

printed from the Thin Red Book, archives C7.1 1 fols. 61 -2. 

3. Note in Nicholas Metcalfe's accounts, archives 01 06.5 fol. 4v; an early list of 

benefactions gives a total of £1 ,600, archives C7.2 fol. 43. 

4. Vie du Bienheureux Martyr jean Fisher, ed. Van Ortroy, Brussels, 1 89 3 ,  p. 281 -2. 

5. A possible contender for this code is a disbound and incomplete text of statutes, 

altered later to accord with that of 1 530, archives (1 .40.1 4. 

6. Both letters are in the Thin Red Book, fols. 1 08-1 1 0  and were printed by R. F. Scott in The 

Eagle vol. xxxvi no. 1 67. 
7. His expenses are shown in the accounts, 1 534-5, archives 01 06.1 4. 

8. Archives 01 06.1 1 fol. 1 61 v. 
9. The letter was originally copied into a register now lost, but preserved in any early 

seventeenth century copy in the College register of letters, archives C7 .1 6, p.46-8. lt is 

printed in Lewis, vol. 11, p.356-8. 
1 0. Both letters are copied into the Thick Black Book, archives (7.1 2, p.1 8 3-8 and 

p.360-1 . 

An opportunity missed? 
The Torrigiano 'Fisher' and St. John's 

On 3 July 1935 the Master of St John's, E.A. Benians, was written to by Harris 
Rackham of Christ's .with the information that there were for sale 'three 
terracotta busts, lifesize, by a follower of Torrigiano, of Henry V I I, Henry V I I I  
young (or perhaps Prince Arthur) and Bishop Fisher' (see frontispiece). Rackham 
had learnt of the existence of these from his brother, Bernard, Keeper of the 
Department of Ceramics at the V. & A. Bernard's written opinion, which his 
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brother conveyed to Benians, was that they were 'extremely important as contemporary portraits and not bad as works of art'. The Rackhams' question was, was St John's interested in acquiring the Fisher? The answer, given three months later, was that it was not. Shortly after the Torrigiano 'Fisher' was secured by the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, where it was greeted as 'one of 
the outstanding exhibits in the Museum's collection of Renaissance sculpture' 
and where it remains: the bust - as it is presumed to be - of John Fisher in hi� 
forties done by Pietro Torrigiano, the tempestuous Florentine sculptor, in or 
around 15 11 when he is known to have been in England and to have been 
commissioned to execute the tombs in Westminster Abbey of Henry V I I and his 
mother the Lady Margaret Beaufort. 

Why then in the summer of 1935, when it might have done so, did the 
College decide not to attempt to acquire the bust? Evidently not for lack of 
interest in the recently canonised Fisher. The quatercentenary celebrations had 
been arranged for 24 July; Benians was to lecture. On the 14th it was suggested 
to him by one of the senior Fellows, F. F. Blackman, playfully perhaps rather than 
ludicrously, that he might take the opportunity of signifying 'our acceptance of 
St John of Rochester' by announcing at this lecture the formal change from St 
John's to St Johns': 'How would the Public Orator [T. R. Glover) rise to that bait 
do you think?', Blackman asked. (Benians decided against casting a fly over 
Glover). On the day, having listened to Benians's uncontentious lecture in Hall 
here, the company went to Trinity for lunch. There of course the portrait of 
Henry V II I, Fisher's persecutor, commanded the scene: 'a curiously dramatic 
element', as the account in The Eagle noted. Some of those present knew that St 
John's had within its grasp the opportunity of acquiring a Fisher reputed to be 
nearly as striking as the Trinity Henry, and certainly more imposing than the 
Saint's posthumous portrait in the Hall from which they had just come. The 
matter was on the Council's agenda for the following day. Months later, at the 
end of October, J.M. Wordie was interesting himself in another Fisher portrait 
and some Fisher relics owned by an old Catholic family in Berkshire. Yet on the 
25 th, with echoes of the Master's lecture unstilled and memories of yesterday's 
hock cup still fragrant, the Council took no decisive action in the matter, indeed 
took no action at all. Why not? Some surviving correspondence in the College 
Library helps to explain why not. 

Bernard Rackham's suggestion had been that St John's and Christ's should 
combine to buy the bust and then lend or give it to the Fitzwilliam. But his 
brother could see no prospect of Christ's getting involved and when he wrote to 
Benians in early July - which he did because Bernard had understood that there 
was 'someone called Catty there [who) is likely to be interested', and Harris did 
not know Catty - he did so with a view to St John's acting alone. The Rackhams' 
approach was not the first the College had heard about the Fisher bust, 
however. Apparently at Benians's request, W. G. Constable was already at work 
collecting information on the question. Constable was the ideal man to make 
enquiries. A former Assistant Director of the National Gallery and currently first 
Director of the Courtauld Institute, he was a member of the College and Slade 
professor-elect. l t  was in his capacity as Director of the Courtauld that he had 
received information about the busts from Sir Charles Allom, information which 
he forwarded to Benians on 4 July. Allom- a man of parts whose Who's Who 
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entry described as an 'all-round athlete' and founder. of White, Allom .& Co. 

('decorative artists and contractors, contractors to Adm1ralty and War Off1ce for 

High Explosive Shells, architectural contractors') as well as a member of the 

shorthorn Society of Great Britain and Ireland and Fellow of the Royal Society of 

Arts - wrote as follows: 

The busts were for a long time in an Eastern County Roman Catholic 

Institution and when it was vacated the principal left 'anything moveable' 

to a friend of mine. These three came under that category for they were 
standing high up in niches. I had them sent to Victoria and Albert Museum 
where they stripped off the stone coloured paint most ably and there is 
now the original colouring in wonderful preservation. The nation tried to 
buy them 6 or 7 years ago and cannot afford to now. They can now be 
bought for £6000 the three and will soon be worth £20,000. But I can get 
one for £2000, and I feel they should belong to a national collection. 

This was the first hard information that Constable or the College had 
possessed. But how hard was it? Neither Constable nor anyone at St John's 
apparently was then aware of Sir Cecil Harcourt-Smith's piece in Old Furniture 

(1928) which had identified the ' Eastern County Roman Catholic Institution' as 
Hatfield Priory, Hatfield Peverell ( Essex). lt must all have sounded rather cloak­
and-dagger. Who, for example, was Allom's friend who had 'moved' the busts? 
What indeed was Allom's own role in the matter? 'Where Allom comes in, is not 
too clear', Constable confessed to Benians, 'but I think only as middleman'. For 
whom was he acting then? Certainly Allom's letter had been disturbingly 
unspecific. 'I can show you the busts if you will drive down into Kent' struck a 
John Buchanish note. The busts were 'still' the property of Arthur Wilson-Filmer, 
Constable believed, and were in Kent, at Leeds Castle, Wilson-Filmer's 
residence. ('Still' because that had been public knowledge since 1928 when 
they had been displayed at the Daily Telegraph summer exhibition, but also 
because Lady Baillie, from whom Wilson-Filmer had divorced in 19 31 may have 
been suspected as having a claim to them; which she had. And Leeds Castle was 
not the acknowledged residence of either party.) Above all, were they what they 
claimed to be? The National Art Collections Fund had twice been offered them, 
Constable discovered, and twice had turned them down, 'partly on the ground 
of doubtful authenticity, partly because they did not consider they represented 
the people they were said to represent.' (So much for Allom's 'the nation tried 
to buy them'). The Fisher, it seemed, had at some period been believed to be a 
bust of Parker (? Matthew Parker). To Constable 'the whole business' did not 
seem 'very satisfactory': 'I do not like the doubtful ownership; I think the prices 
that have been asked are excessive; and I am not too sure that the busts are 
what they purport to be, though they may very well be work of the early 16th 
century', he concluded his letter of 4 July. On the 8th he wrote again: ' I  must say 
I feel very dubious about the whole matter. Also I am still by no means 
convinced that the bust does represent Fisher.' 

Constable's July misgivings proved decisive. They cut through any lingering 
Fisher euphoria there rnight have been. l t  was his July misgivings that prevailed 
when the Council considered the matter on 18 October. By Council minute 
1473/14 it was agreed ' (a) that in the present state of knowledge of the bust no 
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action should be taken by the Council; (b) that Professor Constable be asked to 
enquire further into the authenticity of the bust'. Here was that collector's item 
a negative Council minute, disfigured indeed in its second part yet with that 
defect compensated for by its title ' Alleged Torrigiano bust of Bishop Fisher' 
which altogether minimised the degree of incertitude. But by then, as it 
happened, Constable had come round to the view that'there is a strong case for 
the bust representing Fisher'. This he set out in a letter to Benians dated 18 
October, a letter which the Master read out to the Council. Of course, Constable 
conceded, definite proof was not possible, but (he reported) his revised 
opinion was shared by Sir Eric Maclagan, Director of the V. & A. and also ('l am 
given to understand') by H. M. Hake, Director of the National Portrait Gallery_ 
though when Benians met Hake in mid- November he came away from the 
meeting with a rather less firm impression of Hake's conviction than that ('Mr. 
Hake was of opinion that the question needed further examination from the 
historical point of view'). Constable's qualified conversion came too late, how­
ever. lt might have been otherwise. Had he known a couple of days before the 
Council meeting, when he had been in Cambridge, that the Fisher bust was to 
be on the agenda he could, he said, have spoken to Benians about it- and to 
others too presumably - and perhaps have resolved doubts. But he had not 
known. (Twelve months after Benians's meeting with Hake, the Bulletin of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art announced the Museum's acquisition of the 
'extraordinary painted terracotta bust of an English ecclesiastic, traditionally 
said to represent John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester'. The announcement was 
accompanied by information on the bust's provenance provided by Hake 
which is evidently the same as that upon which, having considered it, Benians 
concluded that the College should not act). The sceptics had carried the 
day. 

The principal sceptic at St John's was F. F. Blackman (18 66- 19 47), Fellow and 
Reader in Botany. Blackman's knowledge of the arts was considerable. He was 
also for many years a Syndic of the Fitzwilliam. lt was to him that the Master had 
turned for advice in early July. The following month was punctuated by 
epistolary exchanges between the Lodge and Storeys Way. (The two men 
appear never actually to have discussed the matter or to have inspected 
together the photographs which Constable had procured for them.)  The plant 
physiologist's canons of identity were severe. For him everything turned on 
Fisher's left eyebrow and the distinctive kink in it clearly visible in the Holbein 
drawing and less obviously observable in the College's portrait in the Hall. ' If 
Constable can ever report that the bust shows the malformation of the eye­
brow ridge found in the pictures then I think we should be safe to go ahead', he 
suggested to Benians at the end of October. Whether or not in the absence of 
greater certainty regarding the dating of the various representations of the 
Fisher such a test would have been either sufficient or conclusive, the test was 
never applied because throughout the long summer months no one connected 
with the College - neither Constable apparently nor even 'someone called 
Catty' - ever so much as looked at the bust. Left in two minds by his study of the 
photographs, Blackman asked Maclagan whether he might inspect the bust in 
London. But the bust was not in London, Maclagan informed Blackman. lt was 
in Kent (as Benians had previously been told), at Leeds Castle, 'in itself not a very 
accessible place', he added, though Lady Bail lie, who was in charge of the now 
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tWO busts (the Henry V II having been bought by the V. & A.) would, he was sure, 

rnake 'arrangements for anyone seriously interested to see them'. 'That [i.e. a 

vieW of the bust] does not seem possible without rather elaborate negotiations' 

was how on 19 July B1ackman reported to Benians the gist of his correspondence 

with Sir Eric. (Possibly Constable had told him what he was to tell Benians three 

months later, that Lady Baillie was 'a very difficult woman', 'a very difficult 

woman indeed'.)  Later in the vacation Blackman fell ill, yet even before this 

restriction had confined his movements, though he could contemplate 

travelling to London for the purpose, Blackman had excluded the possibility of 
venturing so far as Kent to indulge what he had described to Maclagan as his 
'special interest in the physiognomy of Fisher'. ( No one at St John's seems to 

have been aware of the literature on the subject which had been published 
since the busts had been exhibited in 1928. Much was made of the 
photographs obtained by Constable and later recovered by Benians from 
Blackman not without difficulty. Yet Harcourt-Smith's article and Beard's 
rejoinder, both lavishly illustrated, were available at the University Library). 

lt is not to be wondered at that Dr John Boys Smith, who was a member of the 
Council and present at both the July and the October meetings, can recall 
almost nothing about the bust, although his memories of 1935 are otherwise 
clear. 'lt is possible', he conjectures, 'that much of the discussion took place 
independently of the Council'. All the signs are that the matter was aired hardly 
at all within the College, and that the formidable-sounding Lady Baillie may 
never even have known of the College's possible interest in the suppositious 
bishop of Rochester. Blackman's advice to the Council in mid-July was, instead, 
the less dynamic course that they shou Id consider'whether they would propose 
to spend one or two thousand pounds if and when [three times underlined) an 
attractive and authentic bust of Fisher should appear on the market'- though 'it 
will be for you [ Benians)', he conceded, 'to decide whether this is so 
hypothetical an issue that it had better be put off for months': a course which 
Benians, in the draft of his reply, did not consider 'would be of much [deleted) 
use at present.' And so the entire question was allowed to lapse, first until 
October and then beyond and forever. 

There were other difficulties of course. Above all there was the price. The 
possibility of St John's saving a hundred pounds or two on the deal by 
combining in negotiations with the V. & A. or the N. P. G. was mooted more than 
once. But what was the price? £6000 for the three as Allom had stated in June? 
Under £5000 as Constable teste Maclagan reported in July? Or £2500 for the 
two still available in October, as Maclagan understood.it. As matters stood, 
Blackman's 'one to two thousand pounds' for Fisher alone, though speculative, 
sounded deterrent, whether or not it was meant to. Hake's view in November, 
as recorded by Benians, was that 'if the price were £500 he would take the risk 
and buy either of the busts'. But even £500 was a substantial sum, the 
equivalent of about £11,000 now- a quarter of what the College had spent on 
its Master in the financial year 1934-5 , half of what it had spent on feasts, an 
even greater proportion of what it had spent on the Library. And in fact it went 
for well over four times as much. In the following year, when the pound was 
exchanging for just under five dollars, the Metropolitan Museum paid 
Seligmann Rey and Co. $10,964 .36 for it. 
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Harris Rackham (to return to the point of departure) had been clear that 
Christ's should be included out of his brother's scheme for the two Colleges to 
club together to buy the bust. The corollary of that proposal - the idea that the 
two colleges would then either lend or give it to the Fitzwilliam: a necessary 
corollary of joint ownership presumably - was not returned to in the 
correspondence when Stjohn's alone was considering the question. Whatever 
the price, Benians's view was that there could be no question of the College 
acting 'unless some private donor assisted us very substantially' .  Stanley 
Baldwin had just taken office as prime minister. After lunch at Trinity the Council 
of St John's returned to contemplate the consequences of the depression. 
Safety First! In his Note on the 1934-5 accounts that autumn the Senior Bursar, 
Sir Henry Howard, explained that accumulated balances in the accounts would 
have to be drawn on to pay the Fellows their dividend in full. That was justified, 
in his view, by 'the circumstances of the year', which were 'very special'. 

In those very special circumstances any one of the doubts attached to the 
Fisher bust must have sufficed to damage irreparably - and, to judge by Pope­
Hennessy's estimation of the matter, correctly - any proposal for its purchase. 
Further hypothetical objections can be imagined : 'And where would we put it, 
Master?'. But no such effort of imagination is needed. Howard's Note provides 
reasons enough - the rewiring of the College; the new pavilion; Fellows' 
bathrooms; the works planned on First Court, on the bricks and mortar of the 
College Fisher had walked in. What were to be the Maufe buildings in Chapel 
and North Courts were under discussion in these very months; the final account 
for them (in 1942) would be £106,000. Doubtless Fisher would have approved 
the Council's sense of priorities, just as he might have reflected ruefully in the 
year of his canonisation on Howard 's 'pious hope' that 'on the completion of 
the present programme [of building and restoration] we may be allowed a few 
years breathing space'. And if not, we should. 

Peter Linehan 

This note is based on the 29 letters and memoranda in the file labelled ' Fisher b ust and 
portrait correspondence' {S)C Library); The Eagle, xlix (1 9 3 5 )  7 3 -5;  E.A. Benians, John Fisher. A 
Lecture delivered in the Hall of St John's College on the occasion of the Quatercentenary 
Celebration by Queens', Christ's, St John's and Trinity Colleges (Cambridge 1 9 3 5 ) ;  the College 
Accou nts for 1 93 4-5 and the Senior Bu rsar's Note thereto; A.C. Crook, Penrose to Cripps 
(Cambridge 1 9 7 8); Who's Who 1 9 35;  C. Harcou rt-Smith, 'Th ree busts by Torrigiano (?) in the 
possession of Mr Arthu r  Wilson- Filmer', Old Furniture, (1 9 2 8) 1 8 7-99; C. Beard, 'Torrigiano 
or da Maiano?', The Connoisseur, lxxxiv (1 9 2 9) 77-86; Preston Rimington, 'A portrait of an 
English ecclesiastic of the sixteenth centu ry', Bulletin of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, xxxi 
(1 9 3 6) 2 2 3-9; F. Grossmann, ' Holbein, Torrigiano and some portraits of Dean Colet', Jn/. of 
the Warburg and Courtauld Institutes, xiii (1 9 50) 208-09, 2 2 1 -4; ). Pope-Hen nessy, 
Catalogue of Italian Sculptures in the Victoria and Albert Museum, 11 ( London 1 9 64), no. 41 7 
[regard ing the p rovenance of the th ree b usts and describing the Fisher identification as 
' u ncertain' while allowing the 'strong p robability that this b ust was executed in association 
with the others']; A.P. Darr, 'The Sculptu res of Torrigiano. The Westmi nster Abbey Tombs', The 
Connoisseur, cc (1 9 7 9) 1 7 7-84. For further information I am obliged to Or Joh n Boys Smith; 
to Professor Giles Constable; to Mr )ames David Draper (Curator of E u ropean Sculpture and 
Decorative Arts at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York), to whose kin d ness the 
photograph of the subject of this note is d ue; and to Mr M.G. U nderwood (College 
Archivist). 
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Habitat 

A Series of photographs by undergraduates exploring the sometimes strange 
and often surreal quality of people's surroundings. 

'Study of a Room' 
Bedigliora Tessri, 198 4  - Liz Miller 

'Space Car' 
Istanbul slums, 19 8 5  - Franny Moyle 



'Flower Pots' 
Istanbul slums, 198 5  - Franny Moyle 

'Side Beach' Turkey, 198 5  - Jeremy Podger 

'The Smiling House' Istanbul slums, 1 98 5  - Franny Moyle Winter 1 98 5  - Franny Moyle 



JO H N IANS AB ROAD 

In the steps of Gosta Berling 
1 wrote the draft on which this piece is based in June 19 8 5  as a report to the 

Tutors of the College on an exchange visit I made to the University of Uppsala 
in Sweden, which the College had generously arranged and financed. The 
Tutors flatteringly asked me if I wanted to turn the report into an article for The 
fag/e. 

While I was revising the draft on 28 February 198 6  Olof Palme, the late 
Swedish Premier, was assassinated in a Stockholm street, walking home from a 
cinema (where he had had to queue for a ticket) , without any official guard (as 
was his policy throughout his period of high office) . This incomprehensible act 
of destruction saddened me profoundly. Olof Palme was a fearless Socialist, 
democrat, Social-Democrat, fighter for peace, opponent of modern imperialism, 
and a paragon of idealism combined with political astuteness based on an 
unshakeable belief in  the power of reason .  In my travel story which appears 
below the impression might be gained that Sweden is a hedonistic heaven (or 
hell) . I feel it of paramount importance to stress that the occasions I describe, 
and the prose I use to do so, reflect parts of a special and concentrated 
tradition;  the events are collected in the hope of entertaining as well as 
informin g; they should not be construed as any more representative of Swedish 
society and youth attitudes, or the accuracy of self-con sciously stereotypical 
behaviour, than would an account of May Week be of English. I n  the interstices 
between festivities I discovered the many Swedish friends I made, and remain 
close to, to be internationalists and polyglots - fun-loving indeed, but also 
serious and intellectual; informed, open-minded, eloquent, self-critical, and 
energetic; humorous, generous, concerned, committed. In  all these qualities 
they and Sweden lost a symbol and living exposition of their unique 
nationalism when Olof Palme was killed. 

Every May and June for at least the last forty years St John's College and two 
Nations (the equivalen ts of Colleges) in the University of Uppsala in Sweden 
have engaged in an exchange of students. I have been unable to trace the exact 
origin s  of this exceptional arrangement (no other College in Cambridge or 
Oxford, nor any other British University participates) , but its purpose is clear: to 
participate in the extended celebrations of the end of the academic year, and to 
encourage international friendship and understanding. The former is expressed 
in fundamentally similar man ner on both sides of the North Sea; for the latter in 
Uppsala a massive international gathering is mounted (exchange students 
arrive from every North European country, and until the change in the nature of 
the regime there, came from Poland too) ; there is also a reunion of individuals 
and common celebration of Nordic customs by many 'paying guests' from 
Denmark, Norway, and especially Finland, which has a sizeable Swedish-

22 

Snarke buildi ngs and the cathedral, Uppsala 
speaking minority population.  it was my fortune to follow many distinguished 
Johnians to Uppsala, which is about 40 km. north of Stockholm, though very 
insulated from the peren nial cosmopolitanism of the capital. Most Johnian 
visitors have travelled to Uppsala by sea; a concatenation of misfortunes 
ensured that I flew and was bussed, as Swedish air-traffic controllers struck (thus 
propelling 'strike' into the conversation s  and journalism of my stay, Swedish, 
significantly, having no indigenous word for what we have decided to 
euphamize as 'industrial action'. )  But my sleepy experiences of Copenhagen 
and Oslo airport riots have no rightful place in this account of a visit, the 
organisation of which and enjoyment derived by all from which, approached 
perfection .  

Uppsala is the town i n  which lngmar Bergman filmed Fan ny and Alexander, 
and its centre, where all the Nations of the University cluster in bewildering 
number and nomenclature, is  dominated by buildings and scenes familiar to 
anyone who has seen that magnificent (and in view of my stay, appropriately 
indulgent) movie: the massive twin-spired cathedral (the longest in Northern 
Europe by its own reckoning); the Bishop's forbidding palace ('Oh, Alexander, 
Alexander . . .  ') ; the narrow stream with its ferocious weir (which also brought 
alive for me the intense suicidal potential of man and nature in lbsen and so 
much other Scandinavian literature) . But U ppsala is, of course, much more than 
its university and historic centre. Like Cambridge it has a population of around 
1 00,000 souls; and like Cambridge this other part of the locale is omitted from 
the itineraries of those who make brief visits. The Johnian visitor would have to 
explore this part of Uppsala her or himself, and the intensive schedule of my 
stay did not permit this, as was also the case in Stockholm. My only contact with 
the non-university youth was as I wandered lost and a little loaded one night 
after a party. Their mildly pitying attitude suggested to me that town-gown 
rivalry was probably absent in Uppsala, especially as they were very helpful in 
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providing directions which I immediately forgot. But then, unlike Cambridge, 
Uppsala, and the University and its Nations provide them with social facilities 
totally lacking here, and shares its resources generously with the town and its 
people. 

Much of one's time in Uppsala is spent (in the evenings and at night at any 
rate) in a frantic search conducted among the Nations' buildings, for 
excitement, alcohol, and dancing. By and large these were successfully located 
- though not necessarily all together at the same Nation (the high price of state­
monopoly alcohol made the obvious source of that commodity rather 
unattractive; at £50 a bottle, the litre of 50% vol. alcohol Smirnoff I'd purchased 
duty-free on my way out was a cause of some attention). The prolonged and 
sybaritic peregrinations between the Nations often led to extremely late hours 
for retiring, and this, combined with the ruthlessly early (7.00 a.m. and earlier) 
starts of the 'substantive' days, made the first hours of official activities the 
hardest to bear for all concerned. But before embarking on a tour of southern 
Sweden, it would perhaps be best to explain the system into which the foreign 
guests were first inducted. 

All students of the ancient universities of Sweden, like Lund and Uppsala, 
(and some too in Finland), are organised for purposes of residence and social 
amenities into collectivities called Nations, which, like the Cambridge colleges 
to which they are analogous but nevertheless significantly different, are of 
varying sizes. While the University provides a// teaching (rather than just 
lectures, faculties and examinations), the Nations own and administer large 
amounts of accommodation of various kinds and provide a distinctive social 
environment (for example, some Nations are well known for being livelier on 
one particular night of the week). The Nations all possess large central 
administrative and social buildings, many of which are architecturally magnificent 
and of great age (facts treated somewhat cavalierly by the students, though 
anyone as observantly censorious as myself will see no difference from St John's 
in that respect). However, what most signally distinguishes the Nation from the 
College is that the former is entirely student-run, legally, admi.nistratively, 
financially and electorally. Although membership of any particular Nation may 
be selected by entering students, most opt for the Nation associated by name 
with the area of Sweden from which the student originates. This is another 
principal difference from Cambridge or Oxford, where, in the latter case 
Worcester College would be populated predominantly by original residents of 
that county. The names of the Nations (at least before they have been 
abbreviated) correspond with the lands of Sweden, and sustained local 
patriotism is extraordinarily pronounced (something which the Johnian visitor 
has to come to terms with quickly, as her or his first days are spent with a group 
of Swedish students from various Nations, each eager to prove the superiority of 
her or his homeland). This aspect of national tradition, conflated with the 
natural rivalries between divisions within a university and the loosening of 
reserve after well-fortified evenings can cause bizarre results: the week before 
the Spring Ball is devoted by some to stealing (for triumphant exhibition and 
restitution to the owners on the night of the Ball) of prized objects from Nations' 
buildings. But such playfulness hardly compares with the orgies of vandalism 
which accompany victory and defeat (or bumps or whatever they are called) on 
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the river here in Cambridge. All students and visitors have green cards which 
admit them to the full facilities of other nations, making social contact between 
the nations easier than in Caml;>ridge Colleges. In all the nations I was treated 
with great courtesy· and friendliness, and great interest was shown by all in 
England and Cambridge, this latter in part a product of a surprisingly intense 
-anglophilia, and in part because I was the only Englishman in the festival when a 
hundred or so foreign visitors arrived. This was no handicap, as all of the 
Scandinavian students spoke almost faultless English, and the whole week was 
conducted in English; the only drawback was that I became a walking dictionary 
for those intent on expanding their vocabularies or discussing arcane subjects 
full of neologistic terminology. 

St John's visitors stay with Sodermanland-Nerikes Nation (abbreviated to 
'Snarke') on two exchange years, and with Varmlands Nation on a third. 
Sodermanland is the area to the west of Stockholm, and Varmland somewhat 
further north and west of U ppsala. In the year of my visit it was the turn of Snarke 
to accommodate me. I stayed in a room vacated by one of Snarke's students. 
The room was in an apartment shared with six other students studying a variety 
of subjects. My room was immaculate, with fine views of the Cathedral and 
Nation buildings (though a collection of dead foxes was a trifle disconcerting); 
levels of communal responsibility in the apartment, however, were very low: 
but this hardly mattered as I was hardly ever in. The sun rose brightly into my 
room, thus allowing me to rise in time to observe early Mass in the Cathedral. 
The Swedish Church (the only Nordic reformed Church in communion with the 
Church of England) benefited from a purely political reformation: translation of 
church property and self-government to the state did not affect church 
decoration or liturgy, which many could easily confuse with pre-Vatican 1 1  
Roman Catholicism (though the comparison does not extend to social policy, 
which is predictably liberal). Mass seemed perfect, as full vestments were worn, 
and the traditional Mass was solemnly celebrated in a foreign language (to me) 
other than Latin. 

The morning after my arrival a group of fourteen set off in two minibuses to 
visit the provinces of Sodermanland, Varmland, and Vastergotland (Vastgota). 
Six Swedish students (two each from the nations of the three lands to be visited, 
and responsible for the arrangements there) accompanied four Finns, two 
Germans, one Englishman, and a scholarship exchange student from V arm land 
Nation in the University of Lund. The tour included some quite long periods of 
driving, during which acquaintances were made and strengthened, or 
Walkmen plugged in. The minibuses were well stocked with crates of beer 
(although Swedish 1.2% 'beer' was always last to be consumed) and soft drinks. 
Throughout the visit free alcohol was constantly available (apart from formal 
toasts at dinner, when the high price of hard liquor led to small charges for 
schnapps), and all meals were provided during both the tour and the days back 
at Uppsala and in Stockholm (including a meal in one of Sweden's nationalised 
hamburger chains!). 

Overall responsibility for the whole ten days was in the hands of the 
international organiser, Fanny Wailer, whose humour and efficiency were in 
large part responsible for the delightful time had by all. Along the route we 
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stopped for visits to castles of pnstme beauty, and the homes of famous 
Swedish authors and artists (all remarkably free of tourist trappings, and 
conducted by multilingual guides who charmingly combined enthusiasm for 
their 'provinces', multi-lingual informativeness, and an inability to bore) , and 
for sumptuous luncheons. Perhaps there was a surfeit of castles, for when back 
in U ppsala trips to yet more conducted by the U niversity for groups of fifty and 
more people experienced a good degree of absenteeism. In the evenings we 
were the guests of the local council of the town in which we stayed, which 
provided us with hotel accommodation, and fine formal dinners in the council 
chambers at night. lt was here that one of the traditions of the tour emerged: all 
foreign guests and representatives of the land were expected to make speeches 
punctuating the meal. 

Our first stop was in the rather grim town of Orebro in Sodermanland. 
Explanations of what appeared to me to be highly rational and high-spending 
council administration were followed by a feast and dessert, during which the 
elderly Mayor loosened up in German (the traditional second language of pre­
World War 1 1  Swedes) with fascinating anecdotes. 

In Varmland we visited the home of Selma Lagerlof, the first woman, in 1911, 
to be awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. I had never heard of Selma 
Lagerlof, and was a little sceptical of claims for her international fame. This led 
me to read her most famous novel, The Tale of Costa Berling, which convinced 
me that the claims were more than j ustified (and that her work is so I ittle known 
outside Sweden a literary scandal ) ,  and also provided me with a unique insight 
into the Swedish spirit. Set in the 1820s and amid the landscape of Varmland 
(the proper names of locations easily identified by scholars, whose map in the 
front of the book provided the true nomenclatures in parentheses beneath the 
fictional names) , Costa Berling, a defrocked priest, pursues redemption 
throu gh relationships with a number of suffering women, against the backdrop 
of suicide and suicidal attempts, brutally hostile environment, supernatural ism, 
unending grief, pain, and suffering by characters from all classes, and the ever 
present influence of the great estate of Ekeby. lt was moving to hear the 
phonograph of Selma Lagerlof's radio message of thanks broadcast by the 
Swedish Radio Corporation after her award in 1911 (the first and only time such 
a privilege has been extended to an individual), and to learn that in 1940 she 
had sent her Nobel gold medal to be melted down for the fight against Nazism. 
She died that year. 

lt was Varmland which provided the high-point of the tour. Spring had come 
late in 198 5  after one of Sweden's harshest winters. Icebergs floated on the 
lakes, and the trees had yet to blossom. But ten days of brilliant sunshine and 
balmy winds made the forested countryside into the shimmering freshness we 
associate with Scandinavia. After we left Selma Lagerlof's estate, we drove along 
rough tracks in what is considered one of the most beautiful areas in the whole 
of Sweden to the grand estate of the Count of Rottneros. Rottneros is Eke by ('y' 
in Swedish is the equivalent of 'u-umlaut' in German) . In the late twentieth 
century it was hard to imagine the Mistress of Ekeby and the tragedies of her 
twelve sybaritic artist drop-outs happening on the quintessentially immaculate 
aristocratic country estate (supported now by a highly profitable lumber 
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industry on the edge of the estate, owned by the Count's family). We were 

accommodated in two fine shingled houses in the grounds of the estates, full of 

the collections of aristocratic good taste which would make Mrs Marcos eat out 

her heart. The balconies of our rooms gave uninterrupted views of the lakes and 

forests around the estate pierced.gold each morning from around 4 .00 a.m. by 

the rising sun. Before breakfast many left their beds to half-slumber on the 

wooden slats of the balconies and breathe the chill air suffusing this idyll. Could 

one of these houses have been the 'guest wing' of Costa Berlings Saga where 

bacchanal and fiddle music ended in a pact with the devil, leading to the 

destruction of life and the estate itself? Our own indulgences that night lasted 

till the dawn broke, but the nearest we came to making a pact with the devil was 

to practise the customary evasion of liquor tax: surgical spirit (every Swede 

makes the effort to form a relationship with a member of the hospital services) 

mixed with essences of juniper, molasses or 'scotch' sold openly in the 

supermarkets. The Count had thoughtfully provided mixers for th is rather rough 

combination. And the conversation, ever witty, was still in the realms of 

comparisons of Roman and Common Law systems, ambition versus idealism, 

morals and society, and the emerging familiarity with the personalities of this 

increasingly cohesive group. 

Earlier that evening the Count had given us a dinner in a glittering ballroom: 

one wall, entirely a window, looked across a small lake surrounded by silver 

birches; the other walls were all mirrors, reflecting and refracting the light 

streaming in across the lake and the glitter of the chandeliers above. I sat 

opposite the Count, whose urbane cosmopolitanism, and self-deprecatory 

encyclopaedia! knowledge of world literature, and careful exposition of the 

customs of Varmland and the history of his estate put everyone at her or his 

ease. Once again, I thought of Ekeby, when bears ravaged animals and humans, 

and a bullet cast from a church bell at midnight was all that could fell one such 

beast; and when wolves snapped at Costa Berling's coat-tails as he drove the 

horses harder and harder to pull him to Rottneros. After the dinner the Count 

conducted us around his famous sculpture-garden, a formal collection of 

classic pieces, and gems of avant-garde work distributed across a wide area of 

some wilder territory. Most moving was the memorial to the many members of 

the Count's family who had immediately volunteered in 1939 with the British 

forces, and died in the disastrous Norwegian expedition. lt was a long list of 

names engraved into sombre greened bronze, a typically understated 

expression of Sweden's intense national patriotism, which, because it is a 

celebration of fondness for the Swedish, rather than a jingoistic assertion of 

superiority over other nations and peoples, never offends. 

Our reluctant departure came after breakfast with the Count in the long 
dining-room of one of our guest houses. His old female Swedish servant (the 
only monolingual person whom I met during my entire visit) ministered 
cheerfully as hearty portions of fish and cheese were consumed with 
continually replenished coffee, and the Count looked on, a slight sparkle in his 
eyes. 

After picnicking by lake Vanern we were guided round the perfectly 

Preserved medieval town of Mariestad, and then went on to see the robotised 
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Electrolux factory, in which workers set production targets, and share on a 
rotating basis the few repetitive jobs, as well as moving among the factory's 
other production processes. Needless to say the factory is very profitable. 

On our return to U ppsala entertainments continued with barbecues, a visit to 
the vet school (from which I absented myself) , and traditional student plays 
called S P EX.  No one could explain the exact meaning or derivation of this term, 
but their performance is a long student tradition. They take the form of stylised, 
declamatory comedies (with plenty of contemporary satirical references, most 
of which I was fortunate enough to have explained to me sotto voce) 
interspersed with songs, often reworkings of pop numbers. The play, so it was 
explained to me, must start and end with a factual historical event, but the 
causal links between the two which make u p  the play are fictionalised. Evenings 
were filled with dinners of varying degrees of formality. The most for.mal was on 
the penultimate night, when Snarke students and the visitors who had made the 
tour (whose links had been broken when we were subsumed into U niversity­
wide activities) joined those members of the U niversity teaching and 
administrative staff who were not on strike. All such dinners were punc:tuated by 
the familiar speeches (mine, which I modelled on the style of Norman St John 
Stevas, received particular praise, by which I was much flattered) , exchanges of 
symbolic national gifts, and Swedish student songs. The participation in these 
latter is imperative, and though at first one is prone to think one is in the Third 
Reich, the intense good humour of the proceedings quickly dispels such 
impressions. With such 'interruptions' dinners can last five or even seven hours, 
though there is plenty to do less formally afterwards, as I mentioned at the start 
of my account. The evenings finish always with a rendering of '0 gamla klang', a 
happy but poignant leave-taking by students, which is sung standing on one's 
chair, and the room must be quit by walking across the chairs: to dismount 
would be a greater insult than not to have sung at all (itself deemed a 
discourtesy) . 

On my last day, and that of the Spring Ball I was able to use the morning and 
early afternoon to return to Stockholm (around which we had been given the 
only truly 'touristic' inspection of my time there: the only interesting things 
about the uninhabited Royal Palace, larger than Buckingham Palace, and a real 
mausoleum, were the uniforms of its guards to see something more of the city, 
charming and surprisingly Southern- European in appearance as the tourist 
areas of the Old Town are. By a remarkable stroke of luck, given the nature of my 
visit, I was also able to visit Gunnar Myrdal, whose book An American Dilemma 
(19 4 4 ) ,  a study of race relations in the U S  in the 1 930s is a work at the centre of 
my research. The Nobel-Prize winning economist, and husband of the Peace 
Nobel Prize laureate Alva Myrdal (the first to propose a nuclear free zone in 
Europe, and who died recently), was living in Djorsholm, a spacious Stockholm 
suburb, reached by a long subway ride and taxi journey. I was accompanied by 
Torbjorn Wingardh, a young economist from Lund and a member of our tour 
group, who assisted me with an interview. Myrdal's English remained 
impeccable, but afflicted at 86 with the most advanced stages of Parkinson's 
disease, and almost blind, he needed many acts of assistance as we recorded an 
hour-long interview. lt was distressing and moving to see one of the greatest 
minds of twentieth century Europe (and who, as a minister in the Swedish 

28 

Government during the Great Depression - one of the numerous political posts 

he held in addition to being a prolific and inventive academic - had successfully 

im plemented. Keynesian policies six years before the publication of Keynes's 
General Theory; then as a minister after the War, been effective creator of the 

Swedish welfare state) so debilitated in body, yet so lively in mind. Separated by 

her illness from his wife, depressed by his failed health, and unreconciled to the 

prospect of death, it was like watching a candle flickering out as a new one 

began to burn alongside him in the form of the young Swede whom he always 

addressed as 'brother'. 

The Balls that day began with me in a subdued mood after my visit to Myrdal. 

But my spirits started to revive with the cocktails which are served at the nations 

from 4.00 p.m. onwards. There was then a dinner, similar to but less formal than 

(and with yet more singing) the one the previous night, which lasted from seven 

until midnight, when the Ball proper began. The Balls are held in the buildings 

of the nations, which are far too small to accommodate the number of people 

to whom tickets have been sold (the dinner tickets having been very few) . I felt it 

a great disappointment. Having been told to bring the obligatory white tie, I 
found that this was actually only used as the basis for bizarre fancy-dress 
additions by many. One does not have a formal partner, and as more men 

attend than women, there is a tendency for sexual meat-racks to form. 
Everything seemed to be descending into a squalid squash. Even on acquiring a 
dancing partner this is in no way a guarantee of the next dance, or even the 
whole of a single one. Social contacts are taken up and broken off in a manner 
which to this Englishman seemed very impolite (though I was assured it was not 
so, just Swedish informality) ,  while the delicacies of English politeness which I 
attempted to employ were often interpreted as hypocrisy (which I in turn 
attempted to assure people was not the case) . lt was with great sadness that I 
left Sweden, my gloom having returned during the Ball, but far more because I 
was leaving a society which in a very short period I had broadly come to feel at 
home in, and great affection for - even a strange transference from. Was it Gosta 
Berling who sleepily called a taxi to start his journey to the airport? But perhaps 
most of all it was sadness at leaving so many good friends, departing in every 
direction for every destination, close links with some I have fortunately 
retained, but most of whom were now to me as were the people of Ekeby to the 
hero of that place. 

* * * 

H�kan Olovsson visited me for the ten days leading up to the St John's 
College May Ball. We made two trips to London (which hardly surprisingly, after 
Sweden, he found very dirty) , including observing a debate in the House of 
Lords and one to my home in Warwickshire to sample Shakespeare country, as 
well as to engage on a pub-crawl which took in both the trendy haunts of the 
yuppies of Leamington Spa, as well as the working class ones of the very large 
South Asian population of my home town. Otherwise our time was spent in 
Cambridge, where the weather, after one of our hottest ever first weeks of June, 
provided continual clo\.ld and drizzle, and torrential rain on the night of the Ball. 
H �kan found us English (it was his first visit to this country) a bit stiff I think 
(though I tried to assure him that the collected episcopate of the Anglican, and 
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Cardinal Hume of the Roman Churches solemnly 'celebrating' S. John Fisher 
was not a wholly typical College event; things began to ease afterwards in the 
marquee, and H�kan was constantly appreciative of our food and wine, the 
latter especially). A visit to the first night of the Footlights Revue Topica l 
Hea twave was a great success, and as the actors and actresses of the 
performance were persuaded to join us at our table in the Pentagon afterwards 
H�kan began to behave as if in Hollywood rather than the Arts Theatre. This 
stood in stark contrast to an outdoor performance of The Tempest at Queens', 
where our lack of umbrellas and ear-trumpets was a distinct disadvantage . 
Happier were commedia del/'arte at Em m a, and a punt outing on one of the few 
fine days. After many fearful refusals to try, H�kan turned out to be a fine punter. 
Flatteringly, Hllkan said that the conversation at garden parties was spectacularly 
accomplished, though I felt at the time it was better described as 'bitchy'. The 
Ball was, though, a triumphant success despite occasional soakings. H�kan 
appreciated having a partner, though it was mine to whom he paid most 
attention. He could not believe the unending supply of wines (especially when 
delivered by a fountain - at the Swedish Balls you have to buy all your own drink 
all night long) or the diversity of activities. Even the English Gosta Berling had a 
great time! H�kan departed the day after the Ball. I don't know if May Week's 
cynical hedonism brought out the Gosta Berling in him, but whether such a 
subconscious link was established or not, I pay tribute to St John's College for its 
unique exchange of students to which I owe a great deal, and which offers in 
the future to my successors, budding Berlings or not, such remarkable 
potential. 

Charles Bourne 

Along the Paraguay 

We left Asuncion just after dawn, taking our last look at a city of paradoxes as 
we walked from the Hotel Nand uti (so called after the quite literally web-like 
lace traditionally made by the local indians) to the harbour. Asuncion provides 
the traveller with a near perfect example of the fabled extremes of rich and poor 
to be found in South America. Coming from Brazil, where the division is much 
less pronounced, it was a shock to find a quite different pattern of life only a few 
hours away. The inconsistency in outlook between Brazil and Paraguay was 
apparent even at the border. The Brazilian frontier post was a ramshackle outfit, 
sleepy officials flicked through our passports with all too evident boredom. On 
the Paraguayan side young men brooded over machine guns, posters of 
President Stroessner (ruler of Paraguay for the past thirty years) em blazoned the 
walls. The officials cracked well timed jokes and sent us on our way with cheerful 
contempt. 

Asuncion bristles with energy during the day. The aggressively rich speed 
along the streets in their Cadillacs, Mercedes or Chevrolets, stopping perhaps 
to shop at one of the designer boutiques (Christian Dior, Valentino . . .  ) or to sip a 
cocktail within the black glass precincts of the Da Vinci bar. The poorer sections 
of society, mainly indians, sell their wares on the streets, coming in from the 
suburbs and outlying villages to sell nand uti, silver trinkets and bow and arrows. 
A train ride through the suburbs of Asuncion, out to one of the indian villages, 
provides ample evidence of the resigned poverty of the majority of Paraguayans. 
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The train itself, a throwback to the early days of railway, was another reminder of 
social differences: if you want to travel fast you need a car; little provision is 
made for those without. 

At night Asuncion is almost unrecognisable from the frenzy of the day. The 

. streets are largely deserted: only the Playboy Club and one or two restaurants or 
bars show any sign of life. An armoured car is stationed at every other street 
corner; three or four soldiers stand about smoking in the almost complete 
silence. 

i t  was with some relief that we found ourselves on our way to the harbour, 
leaving the contrary ways of the capital for the powerful serenity of the Rio 
Paraguay. The President Stroessner, a riverboat with slight overtones of 'Death 
on the Nile', was to take us down the river to Concepcion, a journey of 
approximately twenty-four hours. The quay was crowded with people waiting 
to see off a friend or relative. Uniformed officials supervised the cargo loading, 
while workers seeing to an incoming cargo of reeds laughed and waved at 
embarking tourists, gaily striking poses for photographs. 

On board the deck passengers were slinging their hammocks from every 
available railing or post. Vegetables and piles of fruit littered the centre of the 
deck, protected from the gathering heat of the sun by a metal awning. The more 
affluent passengers, mostly tourists, took cabins on the lower deck fitted with 
darkly polished wooden bunks and large, incongruous mirrors. The towels were 
new, too new for my liking as mine turned my face green and then bled green 
dye over a large section of my sheet after I had unsuspectingly used it. 

Once on our way the only place to be was up on the top deck leaning over the 
railing, staring at the silent water, chameleon-like in colour. i t  changed from a 
sparkling blue, reflecting the pale sky of early morning, to a deeper blue almost 
purple, while in its shallows it appeared brown. The intensity of the sky was only 
relieved by the occasional cloud suspended larger than life. In the heat of the 
day the coolest place to be was under the awning, reading or writing up a 
logbook. The indians slept or suckled. The unexpectedly icy breeze from the 
movement of the boat brought a chill to the day. 

As evening drew in the fantastic clouds were haloed pink and gold and the 
trees and thick shrubs on the banks gradually became black silhouettes against 
the skyline. The sun slowly sucked the blood from the day and sank on one side 
of the boat while the moon rose on the other. 

Dinner took hours to appear. The cabin passengers were first summoned to 
the table and then the chef began to cook. By the time it arrived all desire for 
food had vanished. i t  was more exciting to be on the top deck watching as, at 
certain points along the river, passengers disembarked or came aboard, ferried 
to and fro from the bank by fishing boats, while the light of the incandescent 
moon radiated over the water. Or again to stand at the prow looking up at the 
innumerable stars of the Southern Hemisphere flecking the deep sky. i t  was 
hard to sleep on such a night and one or two of us spent most of it prowling the 
decks, waiting for dawn and the reversal of the roles the sun and 'moon had 
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played the evening before. 

We arrived at Concepcion at about 8 .00 a.m., pulling in with the fishing 
boats. Mules stood by the quay; some drew old carriages. Concepcion was 
dusty and delapidated and we moved quickly to wind our way back into 
Brazil. 

Sophie Waterhouse 

Abstractions 

Architectural and natural worlds are metamorphosed in these photographs by 
Toby Walsh and Franny Moyle. 

1 .  Lillies - Toby Walsh 
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2. Brooklyn Bridge - Toby Walsh 

3 .  Montreal - Toby Walsh 

33 



l 

4 .  Monument to Kemal Attaturk. 

� 

3 4  

Ankara 1 9 8 5  - Franny Moyle 
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ARTS 

Yes, lurking behind the rugby shirts and engineering manuals John's artists are 
still surviving: Drama, Art and Music societies are all enjoying success, as is the 
Wordsworth Society . . .  but unfortunately we didn't receive a report from them 
this year. I think Alan Garner and John Le Carre were among their guests in 
John's in 1 9 8 5/86.  Members of the first year are trying to establish a literary 
magazine featuring prose, poetry and interviews and the d riving force behind 
this venture, Chris H urford, has some of his poetry published below. The other 
poems are by David H ouston, a third year, who is hoping to make a career out of 
writing. I think the presence of Jeffrey Wainwright as poet in residence at St 
John's can only have improved the College's reputation and no doubt 
encouraged our secreted talent! 

Lady Margaret Players 
The last year has not been one of the easiest for LMP. Financial difficulties, 
illness and a paucity of technical resources all presented obstacles to our many 
productions. Kate Bennett's production of Poor Tom folded: the leading man 
(vice-president of the Rugby Club) broke his leg! This was unfortunate since 
Kate is graduating this year, and has been denied the opportunity to repeat the 
success she enjoyed with last year's production of Sergeant Musgrave's Dance.  
She did however still help LMP to organise a weekend workshop with B BC 
director Rodney Bennett . . .  her father. 

Some shows did go on: Vice- President Margaret Cannon gave a moving 
performance in the lead role of A Scent of Flowers by James Saunders. This 
particular show in Pythagoras also marked the Cambridge debut of Simon Firth 
(who went on to greater things in Blood Wedding - more of which later) and 
Peter Rowbotham, two of our most promising first years. At Christmas old boy 
Graham Daley hosted the LMP revue in H all, the highlight of which was a 
startling impersonation of our Master by Nigel Wrightson (more of whom 
later). 

On into the Lent Term, and with it a highly successful production of Not about 
Heroes. This was a moving account of the friendship of Siegfried Sassoon and 
Wilfred Owen. The play was greeted with such acclaim that the show ran a 
second time six weeks later. Julian Murphy, a vociferous member of our 
committee directed a controversial production of Lorca's Blood Wedding. This 
involved the building of the largest studio set ever constructed in Cambridge, 
the enormity of which led to the cancellation of the first night! The term ended 
with a fascinating foray into Bud dhist thought, in an adaptation of H esse's 
Siddartha. 

The members of the committee also demonstrated their theatrical mettle in a 
scope of activities beyond the bounds of LMP and St John's. Julian Murphy 
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ARTS 

Yes, l u rki n g  beh i n d  the rugby sh i rts and eng in eeri n g  man uals J oh n's artists are 
sti l l  su rvivi n g: Drama, Art and M u sic societ ies are al l enjoyi ng success, as is the 
Wordsworth Soc iety . . .  but u nfortu nate ly we d i d n't receive a report from them 
th is  year. I thin k Alan Garner  and John Le Carre were amo n g  the i r  guests in  
J oh n's i n  1 985 / 86 .  Mem bers of  the fi rst year are t ryi n g  to estab l i sh  a l iterary 
magazi ne  featuri n g  prose, poetry and interv iews and the d rivi n g  force beh ind  
this venture, Chr i s  H u rford, has some of  h i s  poetry p u b l i shed be low. The  other  
poems are by  David H o u ston, a th i rd year, who i s  h o p i n g  to make a career  out  of 
writi ng.  I think the presence of J effrey Wai nwright as poet in resi d ence at St 
Joh n's can only have i m p roved the College's reputation  and no d o u bt 
encouraged o u r  secreted talent! 

Lady Margaret Players 
The last year has not been one of the eas iest for L M P. Fi nancial d ifficu l ties, 
i l l ness and a paucity of techn ical resou rces al l  presented obstacles to our many 
prod uct ions. Kate Bennett's p roduct ion of Poor Tom fo lded:  the lead i n g  man 
(vice-pres ident of the Ru gby C lub) b roke his leg! This was u nfortu nate s i nce 
Kate i s  grad uati n g  th i s  year, and has been den ied the opportu n i ty to repeat the 
success she enjoyed with last year's p rod uction of Sergeant Musgrave's Dance. 
She d i d  however st i l l  he lp  LM P to organ ise a weekend workshop with B BC 
d i rector Rod ney Ben n ett . . .  her  father. 

Some shows did go on:  Vice- Pres ident Margaret Can non gave a mov ing  
performance i n  the  lead ro le  of  A Scent o f  Flowers by James Sau nders .  Th i s  
part icular show i n  Pythagoras also marked the  Cam br idge debut  of  S imon F i rth 
(who went on to greater things in Blood Wedding- more of wh ich  later) and 
Peter Rowbotham, two of our m ost p romi s i ng  first years. At Ch ristmas old boy 
Graham Daley hosted the LMP revue i n  Hal l ,  the h i gh l i ght of which was a 
start l ing i m personation of o u r  Master by N i gel Wri ghtson (more of whom 
later) . 

O n  i nto the Lent  Term, and with i t a  h i gh ly successfu l  p rod uct ion of Not about 
Heroes. Th i s  was a m ovi ng account of the friendsh ip  of S iegfried Sassoon and 
Wilfred Owen.  The play was greeted with such acclaim that the show ran a 
second t ime s ix  weeks later. J u lian Murphy, a vociferous member of our  
commi ttee d i rected a controvers ial  p rod ucti on  of Lorca's Blood Wedding. Th i s  
Invo lved t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  the largest stu d i o  set ever constructed i n  Cam b rid ge, 
the enormity of which led to the cancel lat ion of the fi rst n i ght! The term ended 
With a fasc i nating foray i nto Buddh i st thou ght, i n  an adaptation  of  H esse's 
Stddartha. 

The members of the committee also demonstrated the i r  theatrical m ettle i n  a 
scope of activities beyond the bounds  of LM P and St J o h n's. Ju l ian M u rphy 
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d i rected A Taste of Honey at the A DC, wh i l st Pau l Li ndse l l  d i rected Mozart's The 
Impresario i n  Tri n ity. The LM P p h i l osoph ical advisor - J e remy Podger -
produced Pau l's show. The 1 98 5 / 6 LMP Pres ident  gave a supremely convi nc ing 
performance as  the Monroesq ue Maggi e i n  Arth u r  M i l l er's After the Fall. Fran ny 
Moyle's po rtrayal earned un iversal praise, and estab l i shed her as one of the 
most sought-afte r actresses on the Cam br idge sce ne.  O u r  Treasu re r, N ick 
N o rth, adapted and d i rected five twe nti eth-century American short stories, for 
an i nt i mate prod uction i n  Queens' O ld  Hal l .  N igel Wrightson has managed a 
notab le  tri o of performances: h i s  tongue i n  cheek portrayal of the wi ly  detective 
in Sherlock Holmes and the Queen of Hearts kept late n i ght  aud i ences at the 
ADC ch uckl i ng; h i s  Tetzel and Ech in Osborne's Luther received favou rable 
revi ews in  The Guardian, and h is  deeply sens itive portrayal of Clarence i n  the 
Marlowe Society's Richard Ill at The Arts wi l l  ensure h i  !\I an i nte rest ing  career 
next year. By strange coi nc idence Sarah Lonsdale, another L M P  co m m i ttee 
mem ber, p rod uced a l l  three of these prod uctions, and also translated Mol ie re's 
The Miser for an ADC show. Tal ki ng of The Miser, yo u rs tru ly (the 1 986 / 7 LMP 
Pres ident) took a smal l cameo ro le .  

Margaret Can non 

ART SOCIETY 

The weekly l i fe c lass conti nues to cater both for the ded icated and those who 
m erely seek a d istraction  from abstract thought. The com m itment of the tutor­
Herm ione Hol m es - has enabled mem bers to work systematica l ly  and on  a long 
term bas i s  i n  tackl i n g  the problems of  l i fe drawi n g. Wh i le  the new Col lege art 
roo m  i s  be ing  constructed, the c lass is being  he ld i n  K ing's Art Room.  This is a 
tem porary meas u re, a l lowi n g  us to conti nue to offer mem bers the faci l it ies of 
an e q u i p ped roo m .  The new roo m  w i l l  l ead to an expans ion in our activit ies. 
The i n i tiative and generos i ty of Mr Ken neth Ems ley - wh o  was an undergrad uate 
at St John's - has meant that p lans  are now underway for the establ i shment of an 
annual Art Society Com petit ion, which we hope wi l l  i ncrease student 
i nvolvement  i n  and awareness of the visual arts. 

· Alex Segal 
MUSICAL SOCIETY 

Easter 1 9 85  to Easter 1 986 has been a reasonab l e  year for the Col lege's 
Mus ical Soci ety, a lthough perhaps not u p  to the standard of p rev ious years. Sti l l , 
the i n take of Freshers i n  Michae l mas 1 9 85  revealed a great wealth of talent 
wh ich came to the fore in the Freshers' Concert in N ovember with a superb 
programme includ ing  Mozart, Beethoven, Sch u mann, Rach maninov, Stravinsky, 
and f inal ly, Boogie Woogie! 

The big May Week Concert of 1 98 5  was a great success. The Choi r, 
cond ucted by D r  Guest opened the concert, fo l l owed by a M ozart H o rn 
Concerto performed by Dr J . F. Kerrigan. Andrew Cant sang some son gs by 
Britten, and the second half cons i sted of the Rhapsody i n  B lue  by Cershwin, 
perform ed by the former Secretary of the Society, Pete Se lwyn, and Ravel's 
Bolero, which b rought the concert to an exce l lent  c l ose. 

The M ichae lmas Te rm saw two fai rly large concerts, the fi rst bei n g  a l u nchtime 
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rec ital he ld  i n  the Hal l, cons i sti n g  o f  songs by Sch u mann, Wolff and Chris  Dawe 
(a Choral Scholar of th i s  Col lege) , performed by Steve Cadd and Chris Dawe, 
accom panied by Richard Lewis at the piario. N ovember  saw the second of 
these two concerts· in Chapel, 'where the Ch oral Scholars from both St J ohn's 
Col lege and Ki n g's Col lege were. jo ined by s i ngers from Tri n i ty Chapel Choi r  i n  

. what p roved to b e  an excel lent concert. The program m e  inc luded Tal l is's 'Spem 
i n  A l i um'  an d works by Str iggio and Cab r ie l i ;  the chorus of St Joh n's fil led out the 
n u mbers for  the secon d  half  in  a beautifu l performance of Bruckner's Second 
Mass. 

Lent Term 1 9 86 saw a concert at West Road Concert Ha l l  with Richard Lewi s  
perform i n g  a Mozart Piano Concerto, a n d  vario u s  so loi sts from the Col lege 
appeari n g  i n  the M ozart Requiem.  The Rehearsal O rchestra was p u l led up to a 
good standard for a concert i n  Chapel,  when Beeth oven's F ifth Sym phony was 
performed .  

H opefu l ly the Easter Term wi l l  see a spate o f  m u sical activity with the 
Co m b i nation  Room Conce rt, the May Week Concert and,  a l l  be ing wel l, some 
l u ncht i me rec itals .  

L iz Morton 

THE WRIGHT DARWIN 

I n  Apri l 1 986 the Col lege acq u i red its fi rst portrait of Erasmus Darwin (1 7 3 1 -
1 802),  poet and phys ician, and the best known Johnian of the En l ightenment. 

The pai nti n g- o i l s  on canvas, 2 9  i nches by 24- was executed i n  1 79 2-3 by h i s  
close friend J oseph Wright o f  Derby (1 734 -9 7) ,  who was n ot a u n ivers i ty man. 
He  knew Erasmus  Darwin  wel l  as his ne ighbo u r  i n  Derby, however, and was an 
acquai ntance of Wi l l iam Wi l berforce and of a th i rd member  of the Col lege, the 
poet and c lergyman Thomas Cisborne, whom he  also pai nted. Darwi n sat for  
h i m  at least twice: once i n  the 1 7 70s, for a fu l l-face portrait n ow on  loan to 
Darwin Col lege; and agai n some twenty years later for the three-quarter-face 
portrai t recently acqui red by the Col lege at Christ ie's i n  London .  The 
�exagenarian portrait su rvives i n  two other vers ions, al l by Wrigh t - one of them �n private hands, the other i n  Wolverham pton gal lery. The Co l lege p icture i s  

nown t o  have been i n  t h e  possess ion o f  t h e  Darwin fam i ly ti l l  1 9 7 6 .  

Joseph  Wri ght i s  above al l fam ous a s  the artist o f  t h e  fi rst Ind ustrial 
Revolut ion . He succeeded Cai nsborough as a society portrait ist i n  Bath, and tstted I taly in the 1 770s, where he pai nted Vesuv ius  in e ruption;  and he is m ost 

h
amous as the pai n ter of scientific experi ments and the master of l ight  and fi re, 

N15 r:nost celeb rated works bei n g  main ly  i n  the Tate and i n  Derby Museum.  The 

P 
attonal Gal lery recently acq u i red one of his larger works for over a m i l l i on  
ounds. 
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Erasmus Darwin  was the grandfather  of Charles Darwi n, or ig i nati n g  a species 
sti l l  rep resented i n  Cam b ri d ge. H e  grad uated i n  1 7 54 , stu d ied med ic ine  at 
Ed i n b u rgh and became a Lichfie ld  phys ic ian, corresponded with J ean-Jacq ues 
Rousseau, and dec l i ned the post of d octor to George I ll. I n  the 1 7 60s and 
1 7 70s  he was a m e m ber of the Lu nar Society - so cal led because they m et at fu l l  
moon.  Th is  gro u p  o f  M i d lands fri ends  exchan ged sci entif ic observations, and 
they i nc luded J oseph Priestly, josiah Wedgwood,  Thomas Day and Richard 
Love l l  Ed geworth, father of the nove l i st Maria Edgeworth .  In 1 783 Darw i n  
m oved to Derby, where he  fou nded the Ph i losophical Soci ety a n d  became 
Wri ght's ne igh bour. H is long  poem The Botanic Garden (1 789- 9 2 )  was based 
on Lunar d i scuss ions and late r i l l ustrated by Wi l l iam Blake, and i t  p roposed a 
form of evol ut ion-theory later to be cal led Lamarckian; and always a rad ical, 
Darwin  supported Deism, the abol i t ion of s lavery and the French Revo l ut ion, 
which he  hai led as 'the  dawn of u n iversal l i berty'. The poem also praises h i s  
fri e n d  J oseph Wright as  the  pai nter of  l i ght: 

So Wright's bo ld  penc i l ,  from Vesuvio's he ight, 
Hurls h i s  red lavas to the t ro u b l ed n ight. . .  

Ann  a Seward, t h e  'Swan o f  L ichfie ld ', who may have entertained t h e  not ion of 
marryi n g  h i m, cal led  Darwi n 's face 'rather satu rn i n e  than spr ightly'; and such i s  
t h e  complex express ion that Wright has cau ght i n  t h e  latest acq u is i t ion t o  b e  
made b y  t h e  Col lege o f  i mages o f  i ts great m e n .  Darw i n  was a heavy, l u m be ri n g  
fi gu re, a stam meri n g  w i t  with a hearty appeti te for sweets, c lotted cream and 
sti l ton.  'Eat o r  be  eaten'  was his advice as a d octor - cou n se l  of a ki n d  se ldom 
n ow h eard from the med ical profess ion;  and h i s  rad ical op in ions  seem to have 
lasted d own to h i s  death in 1 802,  though it was left to another J oh n ian, 
Wi l berforce, to ach i eve the abol it ion of the s lave trade five years later. 

A l l  that i m p l ies  a certai n conti n u u m  in the Col lege sp i rit. lt was yet another 
Joh n ian, Sam ue l  Butler, author  of Erewhon, who was to write the m ost ad m i ri n g  
Victo rian study o f  Darwin i n  Evolution Old and New (1 879) ,  wh ich appeared 
twenty years after Charles Darwin 's  Origin of Species (1 859 ) . lt defends  
Lamarckian views of evolut ion agai nst those proposed by E rasrrius Darwin's  
m o re famous  grandson, who was a Ch ri st's man;  and i t  represents an in te rest ing, 
though not u nexampled, i n stance of Col lege loyalty. In deed But ler  tho u ght  
Lamarckian ism a fit su bject for  operas com posed i n  the Handel ian man ner, 
though I am not aware that these have ever been perfo rmed even by the Eng l i sh  
N at ional Opera, which n owadays has a Joh n ian art ist ic d i rector. 

Ad m i re rs of the new portrait, what i s  more, may reca l l  that Larmarckian i sm has 
to do with the h e red i tab i l i ty of acq u i red characteri stics, and may wonder  if the 
s i tter's port ly frame was to be reflected i n  his descendants. Wright shows h i m  i n  
a b uff jacket t ight ly b uttoned over a wh ite s h i rt and u nd e r  severe bod i ly  
pressu re, i ts one-button despotism conferri n g  a certai n  tens ion on the 
com position; and the face, agai nst i ts dark backgrou n d, i s  powerfu l ly b roo d i n g  
a n d  i nward ly rumi nati n g, s o m e  f lecks o f  wh i te powder  havi n g  fal len  from the 
wig on to the left shou lder - to be gently caught by the l i gh t. 

George Watson 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH JEFFREY WAIN WRIGHT 

Someti me i n  D�cem ber  1 9 85 I went u p  to J effrey Wai nwright's room i n  
Cr ipps and recorded th i s  i n terv iew. The appearance o f  h i s  room was su rpr i s ing. 
1 had expected a p lush  'tu torial' set, and found a smal l  bare 'student' room.  As I 

· i n te rv iewed h i m  I began to understand why such a room would appeal to the 
s imp le  and down-to-earth man J effrey Wai nwri ght revealed h i mself  to be. 
S l i ght ly n e rvous, red-hai red and gent le man nered, he  welcomed me i nto h i s  
roo m  and perched c l ose t o  t h e  wi n d ow. I set t h e  tape ro l l i ng and was p leased 
to f ind that ap parent nervousness gave way: J effrey was a man who h i d  l i ttl e and 
tal ked eas i ly at great length. Of cou rse, poets shou ld  be able to do that. . .  
sho u l d n 't they. 

J effrey has had verse p u b l i shed i n  the col lections :  The Important Man (1 9 7 1  ) ,  
Heart's Desire (1 9 78) ,  a n d  i n  1 98 5  a n  i ndependent vo l u m e  o f  h is se lected 
poetry was b rought out. H is poetry also fi gu res in many antho logies i nc l u d i n g  
the Penguin Book of Contemporary British Poetry. T h e  Royal Shakespeare 
Com pany com m i ss ioned h i m  to translate The Mystery and Charity of joan of 
Arc, which was presented in Stratford-Upon-Avon, N ewcastle and Cam b ridge. 

ON H I S L I FE AN D W R IT I N G :  

Q. What were you doing before you came to John's? 

A I earned my l ivi n g  by lectur ing i n  Eng l i sh  at Manchester Po lytech n i c. I write 
in vacat ions and in my spare t ime . . .  that's my research, you cou l d  say. I'm i n  
someth i n g  o f  a trans it ion,  because th i s  Fe l l ows h i p  i s  i n  between my fu l l ­
t ime lectu ri n g  and start ing to lectu re half-t ime.  When I go back to 
Manchester I' l l  have a half-t ime  contract. 

... 

Q. Is that so you can write more? 

A Yes. I want  to do more wri t ing; I want a 50 / 5 0  writ ing  career. O bvi ously  i t's 
a lm ost i m possib l e  to make a l ivi n g  from poetry per se. 

Q. When did you start writing? 

A I t h i n k  I started writ i ng  poetry when I was i n  my midd le  to late teen s. I was 
always enco u raged at school .  

Q. If  your school hadn't encouraged you, would you have written. Are you a 
born writer? 

A That's very hard to say. I d on 't real ly know. I always had a p red i lect ion for 
wri t ing  . . .  that's what I enjoyed, and I took to poetry as a form. That's what 
became i n  my own m i nd what I wanted to do.  l t  was fostered a good d eal 
when I went to U n ivers i ty, in Leeds. Leeds was an extremely  good p lace to 
be i n  the 60s i f  you were i n te rested i n  poetry. A lot of undergrad uate and 
postgrad uate poets were aro u n d .  There was a fe l lows h i p  in Leeds rather l i ke 
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the one I have here: the Gregory Fe l lowsh ip .  l t  was the fi rst of any of these 
sorts of th i n gs at Brit i sh  U n ive rsi ties. lt he lped create an atmosphere and 
c i rc le.  

Q. Who else came out of this circle? 

A. it's not so m uch people came out of i t- there were people who were part of 
it .  John S i lk in ,  for exam ple, from a somewhat o lder generat ion .  I 'd hes itate 
to say Geoffrey H i l l  was a member of that c i rcle, but  he was i n  Leed s  at the 
t ime. He was lectu ri ng and giving read i ngs, so he contr ibuted to an extent. 
Other people were Peter Redgrove and David Wright. Tony Harri son had 
long been gone. So there was a ge neral atm osphere, and a t remendous 
n u m ber of  stu dent magazi nes. There was a lot of activi ty: read i ngs, 
workshops, and so on .  l t  was a very good p lace to be. 

ON H I S T E RM AT ST J O H N 'S 

Q. How did you get to come to Cambridge? 

A. I appl ied for The J ud ith E Wi lson Fe l lows h i p, which is advertised i n  
N ovem ber a n d  Decem ber. l t  usual ly goes t o  people i nvo lved i n  d rama. I 
th i n k  they may have wanted to extend that to have poets from t ime to ti me.  
Anyway I have been do ing some theatrical work. I d id a translat ion of joan 
of Arc for the RSC. 

Q. Is the Fellowship just for this term? 

A. Yes .  

Q.  Are you required to teach? 

A. N ot formal teach i ng. I had to give an add ress to the Facu l ty: a read i n g  with a 
fai r  amount of commentary. Then I gave another read ing at St Joh n's with 
O l iver Reynolds ,  the other jud ith E Wi l son Fe l l ow. Other than that I made 
my own programme. I advert i sed my presence, and so students have been 
com i n g  to me fai rly regu larly through the term with work. it's been poetry 
mostly. Some prose though . . .  begi n n i ngs of novels  and so o n .  I 've seen 
students from various col leges, and I 've been go ing  to poetry workshops 
l i ke 'Vi rtue without Terror'. 

Q. How does Cambridge figure in comparison to Leeds and Manchester? 

A. I ' m  q u i te struck by the energy here across a wide range of activit ies. Poetry 
of course is curi ous  i n  that way. Most poetry tends  to be i nv is ib le .  l t  remai ns 
a personal ,  pr ivate, and c loseted affai r- u nfortunate ly i n  my op in ion .  Most 
of the poetry goes on qu ietly and i ndependently. I 've just seen the ti p of an 
iceberg. 

Q. Do you think poetry should be more of a public address? 
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A. Yes, 1 always t h i n k  in terms of readers and aud iences. Of course I have to 
satisfy myse lf  fi rst before I put someth i n g  over. . .  but  the i dea is to 
com m uhicate with other people.  

Q. How have you found John's? What were your immediate impressions? 

A. l t's large, rather grand .  it's very comfortable in terms of fac i l it ies.  

Q. Do you think the students are spoilt? 

A. That's conce ivab le . . .  especial ly com pared with other p laces where l i fe for 
students i s  more com pl icated.  Yes, this is an u n real and she lte red  existence. 
But I 'd hesitate to say Joh n's students shou ld  be tu rned out i nto the streets! 
I 'd rather that standards were i m p roved e lsewhere. You see, the real world 
awaits after yo u r th ree years, and you have a l i fe of problems . . .  whereas th i s  
i s  the perfect environ ment for do ing some work. 

Q. Have you involved yourself in the specific 'rituals' of College life? 

A. Yes, I 've been eat ing i n  Hal l ,  that sort of th i ng. For an outs ider  i t's al l very 
curi o us and q uai nt. In some respects i ts rid icu lous - but  it has i ts p leasant 
and enjoyable s ides. The i deal of a Fel lowsh ip  in a l i te ral sense where 
peop le of d i fferent  d i sc ip l i nes meet and tal k to one another i s  obvious ly a 
good th i ng. I n  other i n st itut ions you don't get that - i t's a p l us. I've learnt a 
lot about the natu re of academic  l i fe here - i t's c i rc u mstances, the 
com p l icat ions of teach ing  the Engl i sh  course . 

Q. Do you feel that Cambridge still exists too much upon a basis of privilege and 
tradition? 

A. Yes, p leasant and i n te l l igent  though the stu dents are here, they sti l l  seem to 
come from a narrow band social ly, and in te rms of education ,  in re lation  to 
the nation  as a who le. There's a ki n d  of se lf-se lecti on  that goes on and 
pred icts where the students come from.  lt wou l d  be better i f  the social 
range were wider. A l so I th i n k  the proport ion of women in the Col lege 
shou ld  and cou l d  be greater. l t  wou l d  be a good th ing if there were more 
women Fe l l ows. 

Q. What do you consider your contribution to cambridge has been? 

A. I hope m ostly on an i n d iv id ual leve l .  Tal king to people about their  writ i ng. I 
hope I 've provi ded a receptive but  not uncrit ical aud ience. I t h i n k  the b ig  
th ing about sett ing out i n  wri t ing i s  that you ten d  to  write for  you rself and  to 
you rself, but  th ings that are c lear to you and that yo u take for granted are not 
necessari ly c lear to another m i n d .  The p rocess of someone who doesn't 
know you read i n g  the work and understan d i n g  what you've wri tten i s  an 
important  step. I hope I 've he lped with that p rocess. I guess that's my 
contri but ion .  

Q. Is  there an image for you that can describe Cambridge? 
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A. I fi n d  th i s  d iffi cu l t. The i magery of Cam b ri dge - the famous  i magery, the 
i m pr iso n i n g  i m agery- the beauty of the b u i l d i ngs, the Backs . . .  it's j ust so 
obvi ous .  lt is at once a benefit and an i m priso n i n g  c l iche.  l t's hard to get 
away from such c l iches.  l t's hard to avoi d  rep lyi n g  in those terms. 

Q. Have you been writing whilst you've been here? 

A. To some extent. I 've fou n d  the experience of a new scene and new people 
was not a good c i rcum stance for writ i n g  in .  I need to be able to concentrate 
on a p i ece of paper  without  my m i n d  occup ied by new external th i n gs .  So I 
was too preoccup ied by the whole p lace at f i rst to settle down and t h i n k  
about writi n g. I 've b e e n  worki n g  i n  t h e  latter part o f  term . I haven 't been 
writ i ng poetry though, I 've been tryi n g  to write a p lay. 

Q. Will Cambridge figure in your writing? 

A. That's d i fficu l t  to pred ict. I ' m  not the sort of writer who uses d i rect personal 
experiences in h i s  work. I don 't antici pate there bei n g  a series of poems that 
have a recogn isable Cam bri d ge background .  But some conversat ions I 've 
had and thought about may percolate th rough i n  less d i rect ways. 

Q. Will you come back to John's? 

A. O h  yes, I hope so.  I m et people h e re I 'd l i ke to see again. But I'm not s u re I 'd 
l i ke to come back and d o  that same sort of th ing  agai n .  I don't  th i n k  i t's a 
good t h i n g  to repeat the past. Gatsby said you can repeat the past, and 
Carroway said you can't. 

Q. Now back to Manchester? 

A. Oh,  yes. 

Awake 
, as if wr igg l i n g  off you r  c l othes 
was the most natu ral t h i n g  in the world, 
and sti l l  laugh i n g, s l i d i n g  i nto bed to tal k 
of h ow you wished J en ny cou l d  have come, 
and worryi n g  that she may be il l ,  
qu ickly nosi n g  out a pi l l ow at my shou lder, 
you become as l i ke a c h i ld ,  as I stu p i d ly l i sten, 
and then the words stop, 
and you are fur ious ly as leep 

wh i lst open-mouthed and wond e ri n g, 
I am stu p i d ly awake. 
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Franny Moyle 

Ch ris H u rford 

Looking at Parkland 
out here s i tt ing on jagged grass hau nches l i ke i n d ians 
on nai ls .  i 'm s itt i ng in this sharp parkland and there's 

. h u ge vio lence i n  the air  sweeping up  the deeds and thoughts 
and word s  of us as wel l  as what a l l  these co l l i s ions  i n  the 
air  green f ie lds are sayi n g  and the h u m  of waves which s p i l l  
o n  over land l i ke b l i ss with you r  eyes c losed leav ing  
the  sea shattered on the  beach.  
and i get swept 
up i n  these mad f lex ing  f ie lds which form i n  r ipples 
i n  th i s  grey space and can get 
spun rou n d  l i ke 
swal lows an d 
b ig  wheeled over the oaks and el ms.  
But i get s ick and gi d dy with fal l i n g  down 
to earth i try to c l utch at grass 
b lades before am s icked up agai n .  
dont want  everyth i n g  to b e  mam ma's cake m ix ing  
or fee l l ove but  not  made love to 
she makes love dan gerous  
bu i ld s  i t  up  i ns ide 
makes l ove i n  the dark so when morn i n g  she l ies  on her  own 
on the bed naked i ns ide her  clothes which i can n ot 
u n hook 

From my wi ndow on the th i rd f loor 
I see you in the square beneath the hote l .  
Sh ifti n g  th rough t h e  crowd that has gathered to hear 
That war is b roken  out agai n .  
You're always s m i l i n g  up  at  me, gently d i sappeari ng 
Beh ind  another head . 
Gently b rus h i n g  one as if you cou ld make love to them al l .  
These frozen Fu h rer  people, 
And sti l l  make m e  watch on ly  you .  

at sunset with flowers and stems  nodd i n g  the i r  
ti ny heads i n  t i n y  c i rc les, 
the sou nds of b i rds  
are s ing ing  someth i n g  to me.  
But, ever watchfu l, s i tt i n g  swiftly u p  you b low a k iss and l i ft 
away from my ears. 
I can look but  all is tu rned 
th i n  edge to the 
air. 

Chr is H u rford 
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Tales of Elfin Glee 
there's m ore i n  a world 
that's wond rous strange 
than desks and d rawers that wob b l e  of the i r  own accord 
to tease the host 

i n  whose op in ion 
reason must  be b i l ked 
to render  d iscord cu r ious. 

what of the footsteps i n  the snow 
that al l i n  one d i rection  go? 
the man who with a ham mer  in h i s  fist 
with s low determ i nation  
tried  to  smash a man-made s u m mer pond? 
a h u ngry b lackb i rd 's forag ing  attem pts 

to u n derm i n e  a chapel wal l ?  
anthropomorph ic  turds? 
realists who l i ke a story- l i ne? 

the pu rposes of one  lot 
are the targets of the next, 

reve l i n  palaver. 

semantic p lastic ine  
m o l d s  asym metric e lephants 

Equal Therapy 

wh o tram p le  d own the graveyard of the lonely paral le l s  
that never stick nor  separate 
with m u tant d i s regard for mathematical decoru m, 
shows i ts gu i ses off to cod dled poets 
who arise a noon and b reakfast m usely, 
grows i nto a ski n ky ani mated statue 

t i resomely spout ing p inched and withered rhetoric 
that says we are u nto the gods 
as l ice to wan tom boys who swi l l  us  with the i r  port 
and keep it down agai nst al l gastric odds. 

( i f  a d i tty a day gives the demons  the i r  say, 
who wi l l  begrud ge me such healthy sym ptoms?) 
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David H o u sto n 

David H ou ston 

SAMUEL BUTLER 

Cuckoo in the Nest 
The Notebooks· of Samuel Butler, ed i ted by H e n ry Fest ing  jones, new 
introd uction by P. N .  Furban k, H o garth Press, 43 8 pages, £3 . 9 5  paperback. 

Sam uel But ler can hard ly be cal led a typ ical J o h n ian.  Born in 1 83 5- a fact now 
commemorated, one h u n d red and fifty years on, by a new ed i tion  of the 
notebooks with an i n trod uctory essay by Professor P. N .  Fu rban k of the Open 
U n ivers i ty - he began typ ica l ly  enou gh with  a c lergyman father and a 
Shrewsbury school i n g. So far, at least, the tutors have l ittle o r  noth i n g  to 
re proach themselves with .  Arriv ing  i n  the Col lege i n  1 854 with a love of 
Handel 's  m usic and the l iteratu re of ancient Greece, he he lped to fou n d  The 
Eagle, l eavi ng the Col lege fou r  years later with a Fi rst i n  classics and an u nabated 
am b i tion  to fo l low h i s  father  i nto the Angl i can m i n istry. So far, one fee l s, so 
convent ional .  

Self portrait, by Sam uel  But ler (1 878) 
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With i n  a year of leavi n g  Cam bri d ge for London to work i n  a boys' c lub, the rot 
had set i n, and the notebooks record an Er ic-or- l i tt le-by- l itt le descent i nto 
i r reverence and free thought. Fi rst, Butler began to doubt the efficacy of i nfant 
bapti sm.  His solution was ch aracteristica l ly  rad ical .  He set sa i l  for New Zeal and 
to tend sheep, replac ing one pastoral ambition with another, and that more 
l i teral; and h i s  fi rst book consi sted of lette rs written home, fattened out with two 
artic les he wrote for The Eagle i tse lf. His second book, a crit ical look at the 
Resurrection, showed that matters had progressed beyond recal l; and Erewhon, 
which appeared i n  1 8 7 2 ,  i s  not a promis ing  work for an ord i nand.  By then the 
d ie  was cast, and But ler  remained for the th i rty years of emanci pated l ife that 
were left in h i m  in a col l ege-bache lor-style l ife in London, dabb l i n g  in paint ing, 
photography, Homeric  stud ies and Sic i l ian trave l .  The greatest of a l l  John ian 
novels, The Way of All Flesh, he was too prudent  to pub l i sh  in his l i feti m e, and i t  
d id  not appear unti l he was safe ly i n terred i n  an athe ist's grave. 

The new paperback ed it ion of the Notebooks reproduces the fi rst ed it ion of 
a l l ,  by h i s  friend Henry Festi n g Jones, even with the same pages and i n dex- as if 
no further recourse to late r ed i tions or to the papers in the Brit ish L ibrary were 
cal led for. And perhaps none is .  Festi n g Jones arranged the notes under subject 
head i n gs, com pleti n g  what may have been But ler's own i n tention s, and it 
emerges as the nearest th ing  in Eng l i sh  to Nietzsche, though Professor Furbank 
offers us no encouragement  to th i n k  Butler had ever read that author. A century 
and more old, many of them, the notes have lost noth i n g  of the i r  power to 
amuse and an noy. 'Why s hould not ch ickens be born , '  Butle r  asks, 'and 
c lergymen be la id and hatched?'  No wonder  if Butle r  h i m self  fai l ed to br ing 
them in to a rational ord e r, and left that task to h is  successors. The book is  based 
on notes he accumulated over forty years, after all; and such th i ngs have a way of 
gett ing  out of order, and stayi n g  out. l t  i s  more l i ke a journal than a notebook, 
and an age earl ie r  than the Victori an m ight have ca l led it a com monplace-book, 
except that it is so far from com mon p lace: a c lass ic, at a l l  events, of that note­
taki n g  habit  that any man of letters needs to acqui re before he is m i d d le-aged, if 
he is to be a man of letters at a l l .  'O ne's thoughts fly so fast that one must shoot 
them,'  But ler  remarks, as one who knows what it is to lose an idea as wel l  as gai n 
one. ' l t  is no use tryi n g  to put salt on th e i r  tai ls . '  Exactly; and the way to becom e a 
writer is to be an always-wri ter, notebook i n  pocket, so that noth ing  may escape 
between m i n d  and utterace, or utterance and the written page. 

George Watson 

Our Tour 
As George Watson notes above, some of Samuel Butler's earliest writings were 

published in The Eagle. The following extracts are taken from the first to appear, 
in Volume I (1859). 

. I nd ian corn comes i n  after D ijon- the oleanders begin to come out of the i r  
tubs - the peach trees, apricots, and nectari nes un na i l  themse lves from the 
wal l s, and stand alone i n  the open fi e lds. The vi neyards are sti l l  scrubby, but the 
practised eye read i ly detects with each hour some sl ight token that we are 
nearer the sun than we were, or at any rate, farther  from the north pole. We 
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don't stay long  at Di jon nor at Chalons, at Lyons we have an h our to wait; 
breakfast off a bas in  of cafe au la i t, and a huge hunch of b read, get a m iserable 
wash, com pared with which the sp i ttoons of the Di ners de  Paris were luxurious, 
and return i n  t ime to proceed to St. Rambert, whence the rai l road b ranches off 
to G renoble. l t  i s  very beautiful between Lyons and St. Rambert. The mul berry 
trees shew the s i l kworm to be a den izen of the country, wh i le  the f ie lds  are 
dazzl i ngly b ri l l i ant  with poppies and sal vi as; on the other s ide of the Rh6ne ri se 
h igh cl oud-capped h i l l s, but towards the Alps we strai n our eyes i n  vai n .  

At St. Ram bert the  rai l road to  Grenoble  b ranches off a t  r ight angles to the 
mai n l i ne, it was then only com p lete as far as Rives, now it i s  conti nued the 
whole way to Grenoble; by which the reader  wi l l  save some two or three hours, 
but miss  a beautiful ri de from Rives to Grenob le  by the road. The val l ey bears 
the name of Gresi nvavdan.  l t  is very r ich and luxuriant, the vin eyards are more 
Ital i an, the f ig-trees larger than we have yet seen them, patches of snow whiten 
the h i gher  h i l l s, and we feel that we are at last i ndeed among the outski rts of the 
AI pes themse lves. I am told that we should h ave stayed at Voreppe, seen the 
Gran de Chartreuse, (for wh ich see Murray) and then gone on to Grenoble, but 
we were pressed for t ime and could not do everyt h i n g. At Grenob le  we arrived 
about two o'c lock, washed comfortably at l ast and then d i ned; duri ng d i n n er a 
caleche was prepar ing to d rive us on  to Bourg d'Oysans, a p lace some s ix or 
seven and th i rty m i les farther on,  and by th i rty m i nutes past th ree we fi nd 
ourselves rec l i n i n g  eas i ly  with i n  i t, and d i gesti ng d i nner  with  the assi stance of  a 
l i tt le packet, for which we paid one-and-fourpence at the wel l-known sho p of 
Mr. Bacon, Market-square, Cam b ri d ge.  l t  is very charm i n g. The ai r is sweet, 
warm, and sun ny, there has been bad weather for some days here, but it i s  
cleari ng up; the c louds are l ifti n g  themselves hour by hour, we are evi dently 
go i n g  to have a p leasant spe l l  of fi ne weather. Th e caleche jo l ts a l i tt le, and the 
horse i s  deci ded ly shabby, both qua horse and qua harness, but our 
moustaches are growi ng, and our general ap pearance i s  in keep ing. The wi ne 
was very pleasant at Gren oble, and we have a pound of r ipe cherries between 
us; so, on  the wh ole, we would not change with h i s  Royal Hi ghness  Pri nce 
Albert or all the Royal Fam i ly, and jo l t  on th rough the long  strai ght poplar 
avenue that colon nades the road above the leve l swam p  and ben eath the h i l ls, 
and turn ing  a sh arp angle enter Vizi l le - a wretched p lace, on ly mem orab le 
because from th is  po int  we begi n defi n i te ly, though s lowly, to enter the h i l l s  
and  ascend by  the  s ide of  the  Romanche th rough the  val l ey, wh ich  that river 
e ither made or found- who knows or  cares? But we do kn ow very wel l that we 
are d rivi ng up a very exquis i te ly beautiful val l ey, that the Romanche takes 
longer leaps fro m rock to rock than she d id ,  that the h i l ls have cl osed i n  upon us, 
that we see more snow each ti me the va l ley opens, that the v i l lages get scanti er, 
and that at l ast a great giant i ceberg wal l s  up the way i n  front, and we feast our 
eyes on the long des i red s ight  ti l l  after that the sett i ng  sun has ti n ged it purp le (a 
sure s ign of a fine day,) i ts ghastly pal lor  shows us that the n i ght i s  upon us. lt is 
cold, and we are not sorry at half-past n i n e  to fi nd ourse lves at Bourg d 'Oysans, 
where there is a very fai r i n n  kept by one Mart in; we get a comfortab le supper of 
eggs and go to bed fai rly ti red.  
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Havi n g  found that a conveyance to Brian�on was beyo n d  our f inances, and 
that they would not take us any d i stance at a reason ab le  charge, we determi ned 
to walk the who l e  fifty mi les i n  the day, and accord ingly left Bourg d 'Oysans at a 
few m i nutes before five i n  the morn i n g. The c louds were floati n g  half-way d own 
the mountai ns, saunterin g  l i stlessly over the uplands,  but they soon begun to 
rise, and before seven o'clock the sky was c loudless; a long the road were 
pass i n g  hundreds of people (though it was o n ly five in the morn i n g) i n  
detachments o f  from two t o  n i ne, with cattle, shee p, p i gs, and goats; 
picturesque enough but miserab ly lean and gaunt: we leave them to proceed to 
the fai r, and after a three mi les  level wal k though a straight poplar avenue, 
com mence ascen d i n g  far above the Romanche; a l l  day long  we s lowly ascend, 
stopp i n g  occas iona l ly  to refresh ourselves with v in  ord i nai re and water, but 
maki n g  steady way i n  the main ,  though heavi ly weighted and under a bro i l i n g  
sun, at o n e  we reach L a  Grave, wh ich i s  opposite the Mont d e  Lens, a most 
superb m ounta in .  The whole  scene equal to anyth i n g  in Switzerland, as far as 
the mounta ins  go. The Mont de Len s  i s  opposite the wi n d ows, seeming l ittle  
more than a ston e's throw off, and caus i n g  my compan ion  (whose name I wi l l ,  
with h is  permiss ion,  l tal ian i se i nto that of  the famous com poser G iuseppe 
Verd i )  to think it a mere nothi ng to m ount to the top of those sugared p i n n acles 
which he  w i l l  not be l i eve are many m i les  distant in real i ty. After d inner  we 
trudge on, the scenery constantly i m p rovi n g, the s n ow drawi n g  down to us, and 
the Romanche dwi ndl i n g  hourly; we reach the top of the col de Lautaret, which 
Murray must descri be; I can on ly say that i t  is f i rst class scenery. The f lowers are 
sp le n d i d, acres and acres of wi ld narcissus, the A lp ine  cows l i p, gentians, la rge 
purpl e  and yel low anemones, soldanel las, and the whole  kith and ki n of the 
h i gh A lp ine pasture flowers; great banks of s n ow l ie on  each s ide of the road, 
and probably wi l l  cont inue to do so ti l l  the m idd l e  of July, whi le al l  around are 
glaciers and prec i pi ces i n numerable. 

We o n ly got as far as Monest ier  after al l ,  for reachi n g  that town at half-past 
e ight, and fi n d i n g  that Brian�on was sti l l  e i ght mi les  further on, we preferred 
rest ing  there at the m iserab le but cheap and honest H6tel de I' Europe; had we 
gon e  on a l ittle farther we should have found a much better one, but we were 
t i red with our forty-two mi les walk, and after a hasty supper and a quiet p i pe, 
over which we watch the last twi l i ght on  the A lps  above Bri an�on, we turn i n  
very t i red but very much charmed. 

Sunday morn i n g  was the c learest and freshest morn i ng that ever tourists 
could wish for, the grass cri sp ly frozen, (for we are some three or four thousand 
feet above the sea) the g lacie rs desce ndin g  to a level but l ittle hi gher than the 
road; a f ine ran ge of A lps  in front over B rian�on, and the road wi ndi n g  down 
past a new river (for we have l o n g  lost the Romanche) towards the town, which 
is some s ix  or seven m i l es distant. 

l t  was a fNe - the f�te du bon Dieu, celebrated annua l ly on  thi s  day 
throughout a l l  th i s  part of the country; - i n  al l the v i l lages there were l ittle 
shri nes erected, adorned with stri ngs of blue corncockle,  narcissus heads, and 
popp ies, bunches of green, p i n k, and white cal ico, m oss and fir tree b ranches, 
and in the m id st of these tastefu l ly  arranged bowers was an image of the vi rgi n 
and her son,  with whatever other sai nts the p lace was possessed of. 
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At Brian�on, which we reached ( in  a trap) at e ight o'clock, these demonstrations 
were more i m posing, but less p leasi n g, the soldiers too were being dri l led and 
exercised, and the whole scene was one of  the greatest animation, such as 
Frenchmen know how to exhi b i t  on the morn ing  of a gala day. 

Leaving our trap at Brian�on and m akin g  a hasty breakfast at the H6te l de la 
Paix, we walked up a very lonely val ley towards S. Serviere. I d are not say how 
many hours we wended our way up the brawl i n g  torrent without meeting a soul 
or see i n g  a human habitation, it was fearful ly hot too, and we lon ged for v in  
ordi naire; S. Serviere see m ed as though it never would come - sti l l  the same 
rugged precipices, snow-dad heights, brawling torrent  and stony road, 
butterfl i es beautiful and i nnumerable, flowers to m atch, sky cloud less. At l ast 
we are there - through the town, or rather vil lage, the river rushes furiously, tbe 
d i smantled houses and gap i n g  wal ls affording palpable traces of the fearful 
inundations of the previous year, not a house near the river was sound, many 
quite uninhabitable, and more such as I am sure few of us would l i ke to inhabit. 
However, it is S. Serviere such as it is, an d we hope for our vin ordinaire; but a las! 

-not a human bei n g, man, wom an, or child, is to be seen, the houses are a l l  
c losed, the noon-day quiet holds  the hil l with a ven geance, un broken, save by 
the ceasel ess roar of the river. 

While we were pondering what this lone l i ness could m ean, and wherefore 
we were unable to m ake an e ntrance even i nto the little auberge that professed 
to loge a pied et a cheval, a ki n d  of low wai l  or chaunt begun to m ake itself 
heard from the other side of the river; wild and strange yet ful l  of a music of its 
own, it took my friend  and myself  so much by surprise that we al most thought 
for the moment that we had trespassed on to the forbidden groun d  of som e  
fairy people  who l i ved alone here, high amid  the sequestered val leys where 
mortal steps were rare, but on goi n g  to the corner of the street we were 
undeceived i ndeed, but most pleasurably surprised by the pretty spectacle that 
presented itself. 

For from the church opposite first were pouri n g  forth a stri n g  of youn g  girls 
c lad i n  their Sunday's best, then fol lowed the youths, as i n  duty bound, then 
came a few mon ks or friars, or som e  such folk, carryi n g  the virgin,  then the men 
of  the p lace, then the women and lesser chi l dren,  al l si n ging after their own 
rough fashion; the effect was electrical, for in a few m i nutes the procession 
reached us, and dispersing i tself far and wide, f i l led the town with as much life 
as it had before been lonely. lt was l ike a sudden introduction of the whole 
company on to the theatre after the stage has been left e m pty for a m i nute, and 
to us was doubly welcome as affordin g  us some hope of our wine .  

'Vous �tes Piedmontais, monsieur,' said one to m e. I denied the accusation.  
'Alors vous �tes A l leman ds. '  I again den ied and said we were Eng l i sh, whereon 
they opened their eyes wide and said, 'Anglai s, - mais c'est une autre chose,' 
and seemed much p leased, for the a l l iance was then sti l l  in ful l  favour. l t caused 
them a litt le d isappointment that we were Protestants, but they were pleased at 
be i n g  ab le  to tel l  us that there was a Protestant min ister higher up the val ley 
which we said would 'do us a great deal of p leasure.' 
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The v in  ordinaire was execrab le - they on ly however charged us nine sous for 
it and on our g iv ing half-a-franc and thi n ki n g  ourselves exceedingly sti n gy for 
n�t givi n g  a whole one, they shouted 'voi la  les Anglais, voila la gen erosite des 
Anglais,' with evident s i ncerity. I thought to myself, that the less we English 
corrupted the primitive s imp l i city of these good folks, the better; it was real ly 
refresh ing  to fi n d  several people protesti n g  about one's generosity for havi ng 
paid a half-penny more for a bott le of  wine than was expected; at  Monest ier we 
asked whether m any English came there, and they told us yes, a great m any, 
there had been fifteen  there last year, but I should imagi ne  that scarcely fifteen  
could travel up past S. Serviere, and yet the Engl ish character be  so l i tt le known 
as to be sti l l  evi dently popular. 

I don't know what o'clock it was when we left S. Serviere; middle-day I should 
imag ine - we left the river however on our left, and began to ascend a mountain 
pass cal led lzoard, as far as I could make out, but w i l l  not p ledge myself to have 
caught the name correctly; it was more lonely than ever - very hi gh; much more 
snow on the top than on the previous d ay over the col de Lautaret, the path 
scarcely disti n guishab l e, indeed quite lost i n  m any p laces, very beautiful but no 
so much so as the col de Lautaret, and better on descending towards Queyras 
than on ascendi n g; from the sum m it of the pass the v iew of the several A lp ine 
chains about is very fine, but from the entire absence of trees of any kind it i s  
more rugged and barren than I altogether liked; goi n g  down towards Queyras 
we found the letters S. I .C. marked. on a rock, evidently with the spike of an 
alp ine-stock, -we won dered whether they stood for St John's Col lege. 

We reach Queyras at about four very t ired, for yesterday's work was heavy, 
and refresh ourselves with a huge omelette and some good Provence wi ne. 

Reader: don't go i nto that auberge, carry up provision from Brian�on, or at any 
rate carry the means of eat ing  it: they have only two knives in the p lace, one for 
the landlord and one for the land l ady; these are c lasp kn ives, and they carry 
them in their  pockets; I used the landlady's, my com panion had the other; the 
room was very l i ke a cow house - dark, wooden, and smel l ing strongly of 
manure; outs ide I saw that one of the beams support ing  a huge proj ecting 
balcony that ran round the house was resting on a capital of white marble-a 
Lombard capital that had evidently seen better days, they could not tel l  us 
whence it came. Meat they have none, so we gorge ourselves with omelette, 
and at half-past five trudge on, for we have a long way to go yet, and no 
alternative but to proceed. 

Abries is the name of the p lace we stopped at that night, it was p itch dark 
when we reached it, and the whole town was gon e  to bed, by great good luck 
we foun d  a cafe sti l l  open, (the i n n  was shut up for the n ight) a n d  there we 
lod ged.  I dare not say how m any miles we had walked, but we were sti l l  p lucky: 
and havi ng prevai led at l ast on the land lord to al low us c lean sheets on our beds 
i nstead of the d i rty ones he and his wife had been s leeping on since Christmas, 
an d  making the best of the sol i tary d ecanter and p ie  dish which was a l l  the 
washin g  i m plements we were a l lowed, (not a toothmug even extra) we had 
coffee and bread and brandy for supper, and retired at about e leven to the 
sou ndest s leep in spite of our somewhat hum ble accom modation.  I f  n asty, at 
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any rate i t  was cheap; they charged us a franc a p iece for our suppers, bed, and 
two ci gars. 

* 

Passports are asked at Bobbio, but the very s ight of the Engl ish name was at 
that t ime suff ic ient to cause the passport to be returned unscruti n ised. 

La Tour i s  a Protestant p lace, or at any rate ch iefly so, i ndeed a l l  the way from S. 
Serviere we have been among people h alf Protestant and half Romanist; these 
were the Waldenses of the m i d d l e  ages, they are handsome, particularly the 

youn g  women, and I should fancy an honest s imp le  race enough but not over 
c lean. 

As a p roof that we were in Italy we happened wh i l e  waiti n g  for a tab le  d 'h6te, 

to be lean i n g  over the balcony that ran roun d  the house and passed our bed­

room door, whe n  a man and a g i rl came out with two large pai ls  i n  thei r hands, 

and we watched them proceed to a cart with a barrel i n  i t, which was i n  a corner 

of the yard, we had been wonder ing  what was in the barrel and were glad to see 

them com mence tap p i n g  i t, when lo! out spouted the blood red wine with 

wh ich they actual ly half-fi l l ed thei r  pai ls  before they l eft the spot. Th i s  was as 

I taly should be. After  d i n ner  too, as we strol l  i n  the showy I ta l ian sort of p iazza 

near the i n n,  the florid mus ic  which fi l l s  the whole square, accompanied by a 

fem ale voice of some pretensions, again thorough ly lta l i an ises the scene and 

when she struck up our Engl ish national anthem (with such a bass accom pani­

ment!) noth i n g  could be i m agined more i n congruous. 

* * * * * 

Left Paris on Sunday afternoon, s lept at D ie
.
ppe; left Dieppe Mon day 

morn i n g, got to Lon don at three o'clock or thereabouts, and m i ght  have 

reached Cam br idge that n i ght  had we been so disposed; next day cam e safe ly 

home to dear old St Joh n's, cash in hand 7 d .  

From m y  window i n  the cool of the sum mer twi l ight I look o n  the 

umbrageous chestnuts that d roop into the river, Tri nity l i b rary rears i ts stately 

proport ions on the left- opposite is  the b rid ge- over that, on the r ight, the th ick 

dark fol iage is b lackening al most i nto som breness as the night d raws on.  

I m mediately beneath are the arched cloisters resoun d i n g  with the sol i tary 

footfal l  of meditative student, and suggestin g grateful ret i rement. I say to myself 

then as I sit in my open window- that for a cont inuance, I would rather have this 

than any scene I have vis ited during the whole of our most enjoyed tour- and 

fetch down a Thucyd i des for I must go to S h i l leto at nine o'c lock to-
morrow. 

'C E LLAR I  US' 
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JOHNIAN BUSINESS 

The Endowment in the Twentieth Century 
St Joh n's, l ike the other  Col leges of Oxford and Cam b ridge, is a Chartered 

Corporation with the charitab le  objects of education, re l igion, learn i ng and 
research .  l t  was founded in 1 51 1 ,  accord i n g  to the i ntention of Lady Margaret 
Beaufort, Mother  of Kin g  Henry V I I ,  who d i ed i n  1 509,  and whose wishes were 
carried out by John F isher. A l l  of the bui l d i n gs and investments of the Col l ege 
represent the p roduct of a cont inuous flow of benefactions, start ing  most 
notably with those of the Lady Margaret an d John F isher. The main  gui d i n g  
princi p les  of t h e  Col lege's i nvestm ent pol icy are to preserve t h e  cap ital base of 
the Col lege i n  real  terms, to spread risk as widely as p racticab le  and to derive an 
i ncome, adequate for the needs of the Col lege, which so far as is  poss ib le  keeps 
pace with i nflation in i ts costs. Although my b rief is  to descri be the present day 
i nvestment pol i cy of the Col lege, it w i l l  be essent ia l  to set the scene by referri n g  
to i ts h i story. 

The early Col lege endowments were pract ical ly a l l  i n  the form of real  estate, 
largely agricultural land; the Col lege was part icul arly fortunate i n  that F i sher  
secured for i t  a number of manors and monastic endowments and with i n  a few 
years the Col lege own ed some 1 0,000 acres. The Statutes of Mortmain  
required Col leges, like other corporations, to obta i n  l i cences from the Crown in  
order  to enab le  them to take and ho ld  lan ds, and the on ly way i n  wh ich Col l ege 
land could be a l ienated was und e r  the authority of specif ic or general  Acts of 
Parl iament. A c l ear d isti nction h as a lways been d rawn between capita l  assets 
and income derived from them, and Col leges have never been perm i tted to 
spend capital for revenue purposes. Difficulties of estate m anagement  i n  the 
nineteenth century led eve ntual ly to the U n ivers i t ies and Col l ege Estates Acts 
of 1 858 and 1 860, which gave the Col leges the necessary powers for leasehold 
res ident ial and other  deve lopments in the latter part of the n i n etee nth century. 
The U n ivers i ties and Col lege Estates Act 1 925 consol idated and amended the 
Acts from 1 858 to 1 898,  and the 1 9 64 Act enabled the U nive rs i t ies and 
Col leges to manage their estates without, in  most cases, the need for consent 
by the M i n i ster of Agriculture and Fisheries.  The 1 925 Act also authorised 
purposes to which a U n ivers i ty or Col l ege could apply cap ital money, most of 
which re lated to the management of landed estates but which i ncluded the 
power to i nvest in trustee securit ies. Before 1 955 these represented the only 
investment powers of the Col lege s i nce the Col lege Statutes contained no 
I nvestm ent Statute. U nt i l  that ti me investments of the Col lege were, apart from 
property, almost enti rely in government or local authority stocks. 

For generations, land was genera l ly cons idered to be the only sui tab le form of 
long-term investment, and com mercial p roperty and houses had only been 
acquired for special  purposes such as that of control l i n g  the i m med iate 
surroun d i n gs of the Col lege. From the late 1 940s, however, in the i nterests of 
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d ivers i fyi ng i nvestment to spread the r isks, shops, offices and factori es have 
been bought from t ime to t ime when opportunit ies arose. As w i l l  be expla ined 
late r, fund s  for th is  pu rpose were l i m i ted so the i nvestments have not i n  general 
been m ajor c ity centre propert ies such as are purchased by i n surance 
com pan i es and pens ion funds.  As always, s ite location has been of fi rst 
i m portance, and on occasion propert ies have become in due course less 
attractive than when they were bought, because the urban areas i n  question 
have developed i n  a way that had not been foreseen .  Opportun i ties  have been 
take n to se l l  such properties, and also to attem pt to mai nta in  a balance of r isk 
between shops, offices, warehouses and factori es, taki n g  i nto account such 
factors as the ch ange over t ime i n  shopp ing  patterns, the dec l i n e  of some 
sectors of manufacturi ng industry and the growth of h i gh tech nology i ndustry, 
where the d i st inction between offices, laboratories and. p roduction p lant ha� 
been b lurred and where h igh  standards of environment are expected by the 
com pan ies concerned.  There i s  general agreement that Cam bri d ge i s  in the 
forefront of deve lopments of this k ind  in Britai n, and the Col lege i s  p lan n i n g  to 
develop a research park which i t  hopes wi l l  have strong l i n ks with U n ivers ity 
departments, l i ke the wel l  known and exce l lent  exam ple of the Tri n i ty Science 
Park. 

I n  1 9 5 5  the i nvestment pos i tion was transformed by a much wider 
I nvestment Statute made by the Col lege under the U n ivers ities  of Oxford and 
Cam br idge Act 1 923 , and by a scheme under the U n iversit ies and Col leges 
(Trusts) Act 1 9 43 ,  which enabled the property of trusts (resulti ng from 
benefactions for specif ic purposes) to be ad m i n i stered as a s i ngle  fund i n  which 
the part ic i pati n g  trusts would hold shares. The i nvestment powers i n  re lation to 
property were further widened i n  1 9 81  and the powers of the Col lege are now 
as wide as those enjoyed by any benefic ial  owner of property. The major change 
i n  1 9 5 5  enabled i nvestm ent, mai n ly of newly received funds, i n  stock exchange 
securit ies, particularly equit ies, thereby enab l i n g  the Col lege to take advantage 
of most of the rise in equity p rices that took p lace in the late 1 9 5 0s and 60s.  The 
volume of new money, which for the Col lege cons ists of benefactions and 
provis ions from revenue for the maintenance of i ncom e, i s  normal ly much 
sma l le r  as a p roportion of the total endowm ent than that of the new i nstitutions 
l i ke pens ion fun ds and insurance com pan ies, though a steady flow of money for 
alternative i nvestment has com e  from the sales of res identia l  freeholds, 
me ntioned below, and from sales for development. The rate of red istri bution of 
assets among the several  i nvestment sectors i s  the refore relatively s low; at the 
present  ti me the assets of the Col lege (other than the Col lege bui l d i n gs 
them selves) are d i stri buted roughly as fol lows: 

Agricultural land 
U rban investment  property 
Rack-rented res identia l  p roperty 
Property (mai n ly residentia l )  on bui l d i ng leases 
Securi t ies and deposi ts 

% 
3 7  
1 7  

4 
9 

3 3  

1 00 

The Col lege farm land is a lmost enti re ly let on agricultural tenanc ies, with 
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hold i n gs, about 1 00 i n  number, ran gi n g  in s ize from 4 acres to 1 ,064 acres. 
Sorne are ful ly re pai ri n g  and i nsuri ng tenancies, but most are 'labour and 
mater ia ls' tenanc ies. Because of the substantial p roportion of Col lege assets 
sti l l  remai n i ng in farm land, the Col lege is not in general in the market for the 
purchase of agricultural i nvestments. For many years howeve r i t  has been the 
pol icy of the Col lege when opportun i ty ari ses to se l l  poorer land and buy better 
land. The p resent wide d ifferent ia l  between the value of land with vacant 
possession and let land means that on the rare occas ions when vacant  
possession i s  secured, there have to be com pel l i n g  reasons, such as  owners h i p  
of adjoi n i n g  land, for t h e  Col lege not to se l l .  Land with ' hope value', even i f  
l i ke ly to be long deferred, th rough i ts location o n  t h e  edge of a town o r  sma l le r  
settlement, i s  usual ly retained as  part of  the long-term i nvestment  strategy, and 
development value is real ised when an appropriate p lan n i n g  approval i s  
obtai ned .  O n  t h e  other  hand, t h e  Col lege i s  a lways wi l l i n g  to cons ider  the 
purchase, to show an appropriate return havi n g  regard to a l l  the ci rcum stances, 
of ad d i t ional hold i ngs of good land i n  its main  areas of i nterest, particularly 
hold i n gs conti guous with exi sti n g  hol d i n gs and espec ia l ly when they can be let 
to exist i ng  Col l ege tenants of the adjoi n i ng hol d i n gs with consequent i nc rease 
in  p rofitab i l i ty for the tenant. On occas ion it has p roved mutual ly  conven ient  for 
a p rospective tenant, a l ready known to the Col lege, e i ther  to contri bute to the 
cost of a hol d i n g  with vacant possession or for exam ple to buy the farm house, 
the reby reduc i n g  the cost to the Col lege of the land to enable it to be let to the 
tenant at a rent  represent ing  a reasonable i n it ia l  return wh i l e  sti l l  p rovi d i n g  
expectation of growth i n  t h e  future. T h e  Col lege has a long trad it ion of 
mai ntai n i ng close d i rect contact with tenant farm ers, th rough regular v is i ts to 
the farms by the Sen ior Bursar as wel l  as by agents, and th rough lunches i n  the 
region and d i n n e rs in  Col lege. 

One quarter of the gross re nts of al l  rack-rented properties (agricultural, shop, 
office, i ndustri al and res idential, i nclud i n g  those of ful ly repa i r ing  and i nsuri ng 
leases) i s  transferred to a Repair  and I m provement  Fund .  The part of  th i s  transfe r 
not needed to meet the Col lege's repair  l iab i l i ty under leases is the equivalent 
of a depreciation charge which i s  essential for a l l  long term funds.  However 
good a bui l d i n g  is now, the t ime wi l l  come when i t  needs fun damental  
refurb i shment or total replacement in order  to let wel l ; at that t ime it i s  usual ly 
i m possi b le 

'
to secure i nflation upl i ft on the existi n g  rent  and also a p roper return 

on the new expend i ture, which must therefore come from a depreciation fund 
rather than from cap ital . Offices ofte n need com plete refurb i shment  when 20-
30 years old and factori es total reconstruction when 40-50 years o ld .  The 
effective l i fe of agricul tural bui l d i n gs i s  very vari able; and i n  th i s  sphere the 
Col lege i s  w i l l i n g  to fi nance i m p rovement of the fol lowing  ki nds, p rovided they 
are econom ical ly justif ied for the re levant hol d i n gs: d ra inage sche mes, 
add it ional general  purpose bui l d i n gs or extens ions (someti mes in p lace of 
existi ng bui l d i n gs which are scheduled then as redundant) ,  mod ifications and 
improvements of existi ng bui ld ings, replacement or improvement of farm houses 
and cottages, and i rr igation schemes.  Fi nanci n g  arrangem ents for the net cost 
after grant ( i f  any) are agreed on each occas ion with the tenant, e i ther  on an 
i nterest basis or by shari n g  the capital cost on a 'wri te-down' basis .  The pol icy of 
the Col lege has developed over the years i n  paral le l  with the major changes 
that have taken p lace i n  agricul tural p ractice; bui l d i n gs that are much needed 
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by one ge neration  are often not needed, at least for farm i n g  pu rposes, by later 
generat ions. I n  the 1 9 50s  some 1 8  cottages were b u i l t  on Col lege farms to 
i m p rove the standar.d of accommodati on; more recently a n u m ber of cottages 
not needed for farm wo rkers have been sold,  and the remai n i n g  cottages are 
be ing  i m proved to meet modern expectat ions .  Ti mber  b u i l d i n gs on  a farm i n  
Kent  we re re placed a t  the tu rn o f  t h e  c�ntu ry, fol l owi ng a fi re, b y  a complex of 
stables, cowsheds and stores sp lend id ly b u i l t  i n  b rick. These b u i l d i n gs became 
i l l  adapted to modern farm mach ine ry and meth ods, and have recently been 
sold, togeth er with an adj o i n i n g  oasthouse long d i sused for i ts orig inal pu rpose, 
for convers ion i nto attractive resi dent ia l  accom modat ion.  There remain  
however a n u m ber of ancient t imber  barns wh ich are suffic iently usefu l and 
notab l e  to be worth reta i n i n g. The Col l ege sti l l  reta ins  two anc ient  woods, one 
i n  Kent  and one in Essex, man aged by period ic cutt ing  of u n derwood ancl 
extraction  when appropriate of m ature standard trees; the planti n g  of trees i n  
appropriate p laces on i t s  farmland i s  also encouraged. 

The powers conferred by the fi rst Estates Acts (see above) enabled the 
deve lopment  of estates in Kent ish Town in  Lon d on, S u n n i n gdale and West 
Cambr idge, by the granti n g  of b u i l d i ng leases, i n  o rd e r  to sati sfy the needs for 
u rban res identia l  deve lop m ent. The deve lopment  in Kent ish Town, on land 
acq u i red by the Col l ege in  1 684 under the terms of a beq uest by Wi l l iam Platt, 
was carried out large ly between 1 860 and 1 880 and the estate there eventual ly 
cons isted of about 765 ho uses and over 80 �hops or other  p remi ses. After 
carefu l cons ideration  the Co l lege decided i n  1 9 5 3  to begin to se l l  the freeholds  
of  the res idential  part of the estate, ma in ly  because of the d i m i n is h i n g  attraction  
of  fixed ground ren ts as  an i nvestment  i n  t imes of  inflati on, fear of legis lati on 
affecti n g  the leaseho ld  syste m, d i fficu lty of d i sposal of short leases and the 
l i m ited attract ion of rack-rented hous ing  with major  repai r costs which wou l d  
arise u p o n  the fal l i n g  i n  o f  t h e  leases. Fortunately many sales h a d  a l ready taken 
p lace before the enacti ng of the Leaseho l d  Reform Act in 1 9 67;  after that date 
sales u nder  the Act and outs ide the Act conti nued i n  para l le l  (demo nstrati ng 
i nc id enta l ly  the su bstant ia l ly expropriatory nature of the Act) , and it became 
clear that the prospect of redevelopment of the com mercia l  propert ies had 
receded and they we re sold also.  The f inal sales of house property took place i n  
1 9 81 . The S u n n i n gdale Leasehold Estate was estab l i shed from 1 899 and 
cons isted of the golf c lub, and adj o i n i n g  su bstantial  houses deve loped by a 
co m pany on land (mai n ly heath l and) which be longed orig i nal ly to Broom hal l  
Pri o ry, acq u i red by F isher for the Col l ege i n  1 5 2 4 .  Further  leasehold 
deve lopments have conti nued at  i ntervals, and si nce the early 1 9 70s there has 
been a po l icy of selective sales of freeholds, part icu larly of large houses 
approac h i n g  the term dates of the i r  leases, for the same reasons as in Kentish 
Town. 

Special  c i rcumstances govern the pol icy for Col lege property in Cam br idge, 
wh ere practical ly a l l  the land h o l d i ngs are i n  areas of p resent or futu re 
i m portance for the U n ivers i ty and i ts Col leges. Refe rence has a l ready been 
made to systematic p u rchasi n g  of property close to the Col lege, and the whole 
of the area bounded by St J o h n's Street, Brid ge Street and Al l  Sai nts Passage now 
belongs to the Col l ege.  Twenty years ago it was the fas h i on to contem plate 
com p rehens ive redeve lopment, and th i s  was one of the areas u n der  cons idera-
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t ion, but  the pol icy i s  now grad ual ly to i m p rove the propert ies one by one 
whenever opportu n i ties present themselves. Some of the ancient ti mber  
frames of  the  ho uses re main,  and wherever poss ib le these and other featu res 
worthy of conservat ion are reta ined, though there are necessar i ly com prom ises 
between co nvers ion and the need to adhere to b u i l d i n g  regu lat ions and codes 
of p ractice with regard to f i re precaut ions. In some cases i t  has proved poss ib le  
to provide separate access to  accommodation above shops  and to  convert the 
space i nto offices. In other cases i m p roved res identia l  accom modat ion has 
been provided either for fam i l i es o r  u n m arri ed stu dents. In recent years the 
office accommodati on has p roved attractive to companies e n gaged (for 
example) i n  deve lopment  of computer software for a variety of pu rposes. 
Somet imes i t  p roves poss ib le  to com bine  adjoi n i n g  properties, thereby 
economis ing  on  c i rcu lat ion space, and occas iona l ly  negotiati on with the 
plan n i n g  authori ty enables extens ion of the usable space i n  the course of the 
refu rb ishment or reb u i l d i n g. 

Other  areas of Cam br idge were deve loped as leaseho ld  res identia l  estates 
from the 1 8 60s onwards .  The leases on one estate c l ose to the Col l ege 
exte nded just long  enough to enab le  many of the houses to be enfranch i sed 
under the Leasehold Reform Act 1 9 67 ,  though some of the houses came in to 
hand and were mod ernised for lett ing, furn ished or u nfu rn ished, to married 
members and staff of the Col lege, and to vis i ti n g  scho l ars from overseas. Rack­
rented accom m odation is not attractive from the i nvestment point  of view so 
the Co l lege retai ns  no more property of th i s  ki n d  than it needs for its own 
pu rposes; some houses have been leased to other  Col leges as h oste ls .  

The West Cam br idge lands  of  the Co l lege are part icu l arly i n te rest ing  and 
i m portant, both because of the h i gh amen ity val ue  of the open land to the west 

5 7  



of the developed area of Cam br idge and because of the i m portance of the 
whole area for the future development of the U n ivers i ty and its Col l eges. Long 
before the post-w.ar Town and Co u ntry Plan n i n g  Act, the Col lege had 
determ i ned to safeguard the area of the Coton Footpath as  a green corri dor 
ope n i n g  to the West, and various  other  open areas i nc lud ing  Grange Farm were 
reta ined i n  the l o n g-term i nterests of the U n ivers ity (see below) . From the 
1 860s onwards the Col lege had developed the Grange Road area in stages, 
many of the houses be ing  b u i l t  by mem bers of the U n iversity on what are now 
seen to be very large plots. Si nce that ti me some of the larger plots have been 
developed more i n tens ively by b u i l d i ng add it iona l  houses, and a notable 
rece nt deve lopment  has been the grant of a b u i l d i n g  lease to a l ocal hous ing  
assoc iation which has e rected 60 dwe l l i ngs. The Col lege has  r ight  of 
n o m i nation of tenants to one-th i rd of these dwe l l i ngs, an opportu n i ty wh icl, 
provides val uable m eans of supp lement ing  the rack-rented houses a l ready 
ment ioned, wh i le enab l i n g  accommodation not needed by the Col lege at any 
t ime to be let to others with need of rented h o us i n g. The extens ion of the 
rateable-va lue  l i m i ts for enfranch isement by the H ous ing  Act 1 9 7 4 enabled the 
enfranch isement of the larger houses in West Cam b ri d ge. To safeguard the 
long-term possi b i l i ty of devel opment for U n ivers i ty or  Col lege pu rposes, 
Secti on  29 Covenants have i n  each case been sought and obtai ned from the 
Secretary of State for Education and Scie nce; these Covenants wi l l  enable the 
Secretary of State i n  the future to rep u rchase the property for the U n ive rs i ty or 
for any Col lege if  i t  i s  needed for their  funct ional  pu rposes, and the Covenant 
also reta ins  Col lege contro l over development by the enfranch i s i n g  lessee. 

The i n te rest of the U n iversi ty itself in the area began i m med iately after the 
war, and the Col lege has remained in amicab le  contact with the U n ivers i ty i n  
th i s  con n ection  s i nce, havi n g  u ndertaken at t h e  ti me n o t  t o  use part o f  the l and 
i n  West Cam br idge for non- U n ivers i ty pu rposes without p revious consu ltat ion 
with the U n ivers i ty. To fac i l i tate deve lopment  in th is  area if  i t  should be 
needed, the Col lege bought in the leases of several l arge houses, which in the 
short te rm we re converted i nto flats. In the event, Ro b inson Col l ege has been 
b u i l t  on a large part of that area. Earl ier  and further  to the north, ·the Col l ege 
provi ded the s i te for Church i l l  Co l l ege and the detai led pol icy for its lands i n  
West Cam b ridge conti n u es to a l low for future U n ivers i ty or  Col lege deve lop­
m ents which are not at p resent foreseeable i n  detai l .  

C .  M .  P .  J ohnson 

USE AN D OCCUPANY OF ROOMS OF ST JOHN'S COLLEGE: 

Part I, U se from early t imes to 1 983 ,  ed i ted by N . F. M .  H e n ry  and A. C. Crook; 
Part 1 1 , List of occ upants 1 9 3 6-1 9 7 6, edited by N . F. M .  H e n ry and N . C. Buck. St 
Joh n's Col lege, Cam br idge, 1 98 5 .  

There can b e  ve ry few J o h n ians who have l ived i n  any o f  the o lder  courts of 
the Co l lege without  wonder ing, at least occas ional ly, about the ident ity of 
those who h ave preceded them i n  occu pyi n g  the i r  part icu lar  pos it ion of the 
Col l ege's l iv ing space: are there, perhaps, any famous (or  i nfamous) names 
among the long l i sts of forgotten i n hab i tants, and i f  so do the i r  sp i r i ts sti l l  haunt 
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the rooms wh ich they cal led home i n  the i r  undergrad uate days? The fi rst 
fu nction of a l i st of occu pants such as th i s  one (and i ts predecessors co m pi led 
by C .C. Moore Sm ith i n  1 895  and by E. E. Raven i n  1 9 3 6) m ust be to assuage th is  
s im p le  c u rios i ty. But i t  i s  characteri stic of the late Or  N orman H e n ry that he saw 
it as someth i n g  m uch more than .th is :  i n  the pattern of use and occu pancy of the 

. Col lege's rooms, over a period of t ime, one can read a s ign if icant and 
fasci nati n g  portio n  of i ts soc ia l  h i story - a su bject which was always dear to 
N orman's heart. l t  was, I am s u re, with th i s  end i n  m i n d  that he took it upon 
h i m se lf, some te n years ago, to  carry the  story forward another forty years from 
Raven's d ay; that he b u l l ied the Col lege Co unc i l  i n to sett ing  up a committee to 
carry out the wo rk; that he steered the com m i ttee th ro u gh the i nexorab le 
expans ion of  the project from a straightforward l i st w i th a b rief i n trod uction  
about changes i n  the  use  of  rooms to  the fi nal  two- vol u m e  work; and (by  no  
means least) that he  endowed the  fu nd 'for the  study of  the  h i story of  the 
Col lege and i ts mem bers' which has made poss i b le the p u b l icati on  of these 
vo l u mes i n  the i r  p resent handsome form . 

Sad ly, he  d id  not l ive to see the project com p l eted; but  by the t ime of h i s  
death he  had carried i t  t o  the po int  where there was l i tt le left for h i s  co l leagues 
to d o  except oversee the fi nal stages of the vol u m es' p roduct ion .  They can 
therefore justly be considered as the last of N orman Henry's many contribut ions 
over the years to h i s  beloved Col lege, as his co l laborators acknowledge in the i r  
foreword to the fi rst part. 

I n  com pari son with the earl ie r  Moore Smith and Raven com p i l at ions, the 
magn itude of the task fac ing  the ed i tors of the p resent l i st was vastly greate r: the 
Col lege's stock of roo m s  has nearly doub led s ince 1 9 3 6, and the per iod has 
seen the widespread adopti on of room-shari ng by j u n i o r  m e m bers (not to 
ment ion the rad ical su bdiv is ion of many Fel lows' sets) , as wel l  as the u p h eavals  
caused by the Second Wor ld War. In  addi t ion ,  the records from which they 
have had to work are i n  a state that can o n ly be d escr ibed as d i sgracefu l :  the 
seem ing ly endemic  i nabi l i ty of successive J u n i or B u rsars to apply a cons istent 
scheme of letteri n g  to the parts of subd ivided sets, and the cas ual way in which 
the old Rent  Books have been treated (one be ing lost a l together) ,  have 
produced so many i nso l u b l e  conundrums that i t  would be c h u rl i sh  i n  the 
extreme to blame Or H enry and h is  col leagues for not solvi n g  them a l l .  
N eve rthe less, i t  must be sa id  that there are i n accuracies (some of  them eas i ly  
detectab le) i n  the second vol u m e  which contai n s  the roo m  l i st i tself and the 
a lphabetical i ndex, which i s  a l l  the more u nfortu nate because so much of  i t, i n  
spite of  a l l  the d ifficu lt ies, i s  s u re ly  correct. 

The fi rst vo l u m e  wi l l  be of more i n te rest to the general readers. l t  is d iv ided 
in to three main poi nts: a 'General  I ntroduct ion'  by Cl ifford Evan s, which i s  an 
extended essay on  those facets of the Col lege's social h i story w h iCh are 
revealed by the arrangement of i ts rooms and the ch anges i n  the i r  u se; a m idd le  
sect ion contai n i n g  43  a rch itectu ral d rawings by Alec Croo k, to  show the  
changes on  part icu lar sta i rcases which have been  extensive ly  re model led over 
the years; and a fi nal secti on enti tled ' H istorical Background ', p rovi d i n g  n otes 
on particu lar stai rcases, wh ich was f ina l ly  revised for p u b l icat ion by Alec Crook 
but bears al l  the ha l lmarks of N orman H e n ry's style.  
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D r  Evans' essay, written i n  an agreeably conversati onal  style, d eals with such 
th i n gs as the changes i n  the d isposit ion and fu ncti on of the Col lege's pub l ic 
rooms and the deve lopment  of the system of stai rcase letteri n g. l t  is at i ts best 
when the author  i s  wri t ing  of developm ents of which he  has personal 
experience; some of the earl i e r  h i story i s  i n evitably conjectu ral, and one 
wonders (for exam ple) whether the design of N ew Court can rea l ly be blamed 
for the Col l ege's cu rious  habit  of lette ri n g  a l l  i ts cou rts (except N o rth Court and 
Merton Court) ant ic lockwise. Mr Crook's p lans  provide a welcome pictorial 
supp lement, not only to these vo l u mes, but  also to h is two earl i e r  vo l u mes on 
the arch i tectura l  h i story of the Co l lege; as we have come to expect from h i s  pen,  
they are c learly and sk i l fu l l y  d rawn, a lthough here and there they appear to 
suffer from havi n g  been d rawn from mem ory rather  than from actual i nspecti on 
of the rooms i nvo lved . l t  is ,  however, a tri b ute to th is  .qua l i ty that one  i s  left 
wish i n g  that M r  Crook cou l d  have been persuaded to d raw a few more (for 
exam ple, of the fi rst and second f loors of F Th i rd Cou rt) . F ina l ly, the ' H istorical 
Backgro u n d' notes, tho ugh at fi rst sight rather d ry in com parison with Dr  Evans' 
essay, tu rn out to be fu l l  of good th i n gs, l i ke the ad m i rab ly scho larly 
reconstruct ion of the compl icated h i story of D Second Co u rt; for th is, the writer 
i s  wi l l i n g  to forgive even the enti rely e rroneous reference to al terations  in 1 973  
to  h is  own present set (p .1  00) . O nce aga i n, the  read e r  i s  l eft wish i ng for more; 
wh ich is  su rely as i t  shou ld  be. 

I n  s u m m ary: a l though these two vol u mes are sadly less free from error than 
they wou ld  have been i n  a perfect worl d, they are a handsome cont in uati on of 
the trad it ion estab l i shed by Moo re Sm ith and Raven, and we have every reason 
to be grateful  to th ose who have labo u red to b ri n g  them to complet ion .  May 
the Col lege be as well served by the i r  successors in 201 6 !  

P.T. J o h nstone 

JOHNIANA 

'Saw St. J ohn's  Col ledg, which stands by the River. Hath a good l i b rary and 
many Rari t ies, among which was a petrif ied Cheese, be ing  about half  a cheese 

I 

Wil l iam Sewel l, The Antiquarian vol vi i i  (1 698) 

' H i s  educati on was accord i n g  to h is b i rth; for as he  was born a ge nt leman, so 
was he  b red l i ke a gent leman.  To school learn i n g  he  neve r sh owed a great 
i nc l i nat ion; for tho u gh he was sent to the U n ivers ity, and was a Student  of St 
J o h n 's Col l ege in Cambrid ge, and had h i s  tutors to i n struct h i m ,  yet they could 
not persuade h im to read or  study m uch, he taki n g  m ore del ight  in  sports than 
in learn i n g  . . .  ' 
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Margaret Duchess of N ewcastle, Life of William Cavendish Duke of 
Newcastle (5th edn,  1 886) 

ON E HUN DRED YEARS AGO 

' . .  : Why does our  own Chapel tower stand em pty? i ts b u i l der i s  rightly named 

among o u r  Benefactors, but  surely the tower was bu i l t  fo r some other  pu rpose 

than mere ornament. Let m e  not. be m istaken as to the natu re of the be l l s  which 

1 sho u ld  l i ke to see placed there.  A Col lege is  not a su itable place for  a peal :  i t  is  

always d ifficu l t  to get ri n gers except i n  the eve n i n g, and ri ng ing wo u ld  then be 

far too m uch of an i n te rru ption to work. Nor are the arrangeme nts of the towe r 

i tse lf fitted for a peal .  But why shou ld  there not be one great be l l  h u n g  there, a 

be l l  of several tons' weight, worthy of the Col l ege and of the tower? What a 

re l ief th is  wou ld  be, i n stead of the present d i n ner-be l l  over the H al l ,  only th ose 

who have rooms i n  Second Court can fu l ly real ise.  For the sound of a very large 

bel l  is very d i fferent i n  i ts effect from the shr i l l  tone of a be l l  of one or two 

h u n d redweight, and to those near i t, not louder  i n  any u n pleasant way. ' 
The Eagle, vol .  xiv, no.  78, Dec. 1 88 5 .  

The fo l lowi n g  books b y  mem bers o f  the Col lege have rece ntly appeared:-

Hints on Public Schools, by CC. Cotte ri l l ;  Uranometria Nova Oxoniensis, by 

Prof. C. Pri tchard; Oemosthenes contra Phormionem etc, by Prof. F. A. Paley and 

Mr  J . E. San dys; The Acts of the Apostles (Westcott and Hart's Creek TexV with 

explanatory notes, by E .C.  Mackie, B.A.; The Andromache of Euripides, by F.A. 

Paley; Rudimenta Latina, by J. Barrow Al ien;  British Petrography, by J . J .  H arris 

Teal ! ;  The Influence of Italian upon English Literature during the XVI and XVII 

Centuries, by J .  Ross M u rray, B .A. ;  Law of Carriage by Sea, by Thomas G i l bert 

Carver, M.A. The Eagle, vol .x iv, no. 79  March 1 88 6 .  

T h e  Backs, morn i n g  ( Rash id  Wasti) 
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Faces 

Peoples l ives captu red i n  a glance. 

1 .  Ch i l d re n  i n  I stan bu l  - Fran ny Moyle 
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2 .  Boy i n  Berl i n ,  1 984 - Franny Moyl e 

3 .  Man i n  Cappadocia - J eremy Pod ge r  

6 3  
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4. Man and Bear 
I stan bu l, 1 9 85 - Fran ny Moyle 

5. Woman in Amsterdam, 1 9 86 - Franny Moyle 

Obituaries 

J EA N-BERT RAN D MAR I E BA RRER E  

T h e  portra i t-d rawi n g  n o w  i n  t h e  L ibrary, b y  J u l iet Pan nett, te l l s  asto n i s h i n gly 
much:  the i m m e nsely long, serious  face, the watchfu l ,  q u i zzical ,  wistfu l  g lance. 
Those who knew h i m  w i l l  read in i t  fu rther  characterist ics, recal l i n g  the 
cou rteous manners, the fu git ive wit and gaiety, the vu lnerab i l i ty, too, at  t i mes.  
When the French Govern ment bestowed on the U n ive rs i ty an extra Chai r of 
French L ite ratu re they set down i n  Cam br idge a p iece of the very sou l  of F rance. 
In his native Pari s, in deer-sta lke r  and Raglan and with his p i pe, Barrere m ight  
stri ke h i s  com patriots as  a m ixture of  Sher lock H o l mes and Colone l  Bram b l e; in  
Cambr idge, i n  sp i te of deer-sta lker  and Raglan and pi pe, he  was to the Br it ish, 
for a l l  the affection  he i nsp i red, sometimes French ly baffl i n g - and they to h i m  
Bri ti sh ly the same .  

J ean- Bertrand Marie Barrere was born i n  Pari s on  1 5  Dece mber  1 91 4 . H is 
p lace amongst the cu l tural e l i te of h i s  generati on  i s  reflected i n  the p laces of h i s  
educat ion :  Lycee Buffon, Lycee Lou i s- le-Grand,  Ecole N ormale Superieure.  H i s  
agregation was ach ieved just i n  t ime, i n  1 9 3 8 .  H e  was decorated with the Croix 
de Guerre 1 9 39-45 for gal lantry as a sous-lieutenant i n  the debac le of 1 9 3 9-40; 
it h u rt h i m  that the Brit ish bel ieved the i r  al l ies  had cap i tu lated without a shot, 
for he h ad reason  to know how f ierce was the battle aga inst the German 
advance. He served aga in  in 1 945  in Alsace with De Lattre. 

Barrere obtai n ed h i s  Doctorate i n  1 9 49, and i n  1 9 50  was appoi nted to a 
Professors h i p  at Lyon (be i n g  i n  fact seconded i n  1 9 5 0-5 2 to the l brah i m  
U n iversity at Cai ro) . I n  1 9 54  he accepted t h e  newly created Professors h i p  i n  
Cam br idge, which he ld  h i m  unt i l  h i s  ret i rement  i n  1 9 8 2 .  H i s  acad emic  career 
was a d isappoi ntment to h i m .  H e  had i magi ned that the acceptance by 
Cam b ri d ge of a Chai r of French L ite ratu re from the French Govern ment  (wh ich 
paid h i s  salary: i t  was an alternative to a Maison franc;aise, which i s  what Oxford 
got) i m pl i ed a greater comm itment on the part of the U n ivers i ty to the 
d i ssemi nat ion of French c u ltu ral val ues - as he  rep resented them - than tu rned 
out to be the case. H e  had, by taki n g  the Chai r, d e ra i led h i mself i rremediab ly  
from the tram l i nes of French academic  preferment, and he  fe l t  h i m se l f  to 
remain  u nappreciated and without appropriate i nf luence i n  h i s  Facu l ty. 
Research students came but  l i tt le  h i s  way, and h i s  Officersh i p  of the Palmes 
academiques and, i n  1 969, h i s  Legion d'honneur, were an on ly  partial 
solace. 

H is graceful, sens it ive, scho larly teac h i n g  and writi n g  (always in French)  
see med o ld-fash i oned; and, i ndeed, i nc reas ingly i t  was, for  he  actua l ly thought 
i t  i mportant  to look at a writer's worki n g  methods, his sketch es, the 
deve lopment  of his i m agi nation, his i ntentions, and was i rreconc i lab le  to the 
prevalent  doctri ne  that the author doesn't matter, only the text. Barre re's 
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4.  Man and Bear 
I stanbu l, 1985 - Franny Moyle 

5. Woman in  Amsterdam, 1986- Franny Moyle 

Obituaries 

J EAN-BE RT RAN D MAR I E BA RRE RE 

The portrait-d rawing now in the Library, by J u liet Pan nett, te l l s  astonishin gly 
m uch: the i m m ensely long, serious face, the watchful, q uizzical, wistfu l  g lance .  
Those w h o  knew him will read in  i t  further characteristics, recal l ing t h e  
cou rteous manners, t h e  fu gitive wit and gaiety, the vu lnerability, too, a t  times. 
When the French Govern ment  bestowed o n  the Unive rsity an extra Chair  of 
French Litera tu re they set down in Cam b ridge a piece of the very sou I of France. 
In  his native Paris, i n  deer-sta lke r  and Raglan and with his pipe, Barrere might 
strike his com patriots as a mixt u re of Sherlock H o l mes and Col o n e l  Bram b l e; in 
Cam b rid ge, in·spite of deer-sta lke r  and Raglan and pipe, h e  was to the British, 
for all the affection h e  inspired, sometimes French ly baffling - and they to him 
British ly the same. 

J ean-Be rtrand Marie Barrere was born in Paris o n  15 December  1 914. His 
p lace amongst the cu l tu ral e lite of his generation is reflected in  the p laces of his 
education: Lycee Buffon, Lycee Louis- le-Grand, Ecole N ormale Su perieu re. His 
agregation was achieved j ust in  tim e, i n  1938. He was decorated with the Croix 
de Guerre 1939-45 for gal lantry as a sous-lieutenant i n  the debac le  of 1939-40; 
it h u rt him that the British believed their a l lies had capitu lated without a shot, 
for he had reason to know how fierce was the batt le  against the German 
advance. He served again in  1945 in  A lsace with De Lattre. 

Barrere obtained his Doctorate in 1949, and in 1950 was appointed to a 
Professorship at Lyon (being in fact seconded in 1950-52 to the l b rahim 
University at Cairo) . In 1954 h e  accepted the newly created Professorship in  
Cam b rid ge, which he ld  him u n ti l  h is  retirement  in  198 2 .  His academic career 
was a disappointment to him.  H e  had imagined that the acceptance by 
Cam b ridge of a Chair of French Literat u re from the Fre nch Govern ment  (which 
paid his salary: it was an alternative to a Maison fran�aise, which is what Oxford 
got) im p lied a greater commitment on the part of the University to the 
disseminatio n  of French cu l tural val ues - as h e  rep resented them - than tu rned 
out to be the case. He h ad, by taking the Chair, d e railed himself i rremediably 
from the tramlines of French acade mic preferment, and h e  fe l t  himself  to 
remain u nappreciated and without  appropriate infl u ence in  his Fac u l ty .  
Research students came but  littl e  his way, and his Officership of the Palmes 
academiques and, in 1969, his Legion d'honneur, were an o n ly partial 
solace. 

His gracefu l, sensitive, scholar ly teaching and writin g  (always in French)  
seemed o ld-fashioned; and, indeed, increasin gly it was, for he actua l ly thought 
it important  to look at a writer's working m ethods, his sketches, the 
development  of his im agination, his intentions, and was i rreconcilable to the 
prevalent doctrin e  that the author doesn't matter, o n ly the text. Barrere's 
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J ean- Bertrand Barrere 

inaugural l ecture, ' Le regard d'Orphee, ou de fant6mes et de poesie', was­
observe merely the  tit le! - a h i gh ly-wrought literary essay. H e  was amate ur 
m usic ian and pai nter as we l l  as professional l i terary cr it ic, and his heart was set 
on a synthesis of the arts; the ' b l urb' of one of h i s  co llections of cr i tical p ieces 
expresses very wel l  what he was after: 'U ne "cr iti q ue de cham bre" q u i  prat ique 
avec ferveur u n e  recherch e  vibrante de la  veri te et qu i  s'exprime avec art et 
clarte, a-t-elle e ncore sa p lace?' Unfortu nately, the answer given was no less 
ofte n ' n o' than 'yes'. The  core of Barrere's scholarsh i p  was Victor H u go; but  who, 
on either side of the Channel ,  in th is  generation, has cared m uch for H u go (' . . .  
Victor H ugo, helas!)? Barrere's other extended wr i t ings were devoted to 
Romain Rolland and,  m ost recently, to Claudel: they point  to his pass ionate 
rel i gious concern ,  of wh ich th ere will be a word more to say. But he had 
bus i ness with al l the best modern literature of h i s  nat ion: ' L'idee d u  gout de 
Pascal a Valery' (1972); ' La cure d'amaigrissement d u  roman' (1984, typically 
witty t it le for an extended essay on the ' N ouveau Rom an'); and two col lecti ons 
of short stud ies, Critique de chambre (197 4) with essays on Du Bos, Anou ilh ,  
Monther lant, Mauriac, Bernanos, Malraux, Sartre, and a 'Coda' on G ide, and Le 
regard d'Orphe ou /'echange poetique (1977), repr in ting  the inaugural l ecture 
and add i n g  some H ugo, Baudela ire, R i m baud and Apollinaire. 

As all French m e n, and practica l ly no English man, Barrere, though in Col l ege 
speaki n g  always, courteous ly, Engl ish, l oved and cherished his native language. 
He did not encourage the likes of us to try to stam mer i t  in  h i s  presence, for 
every h owler was a stab at his heart. H e  d i d  not m uch l i ke, e ither, the th i ngs that 
were happe n i n g  to it at home. H e  was avid for Si menon, but an atte m pt to 
i n terest h i m  in  S i m o n i n  (wh ose crime was to wr i te in the langue verte) fe l l  on 
stony gro u n d; and as for San Antonio, he l oathed that vulgarian- not without a 
pang of jea lousy that the  fe l low was so d i sgusti ngly successfu l - be ing  of very 
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strict, gentlemanly recti tude as to what ough t  to be uttered or discussed at 
all . 

Barrere was elected a Fel low of St J o h n's i n  195 7. Since h e  was for n ear ly th irty 
years a character ist ic fi gure in the Fe llows h i p  (tho ugh, be ing  fro m  the outset a 
·Professor ia l  Fe l l ow, l i tt le  known to j u n i or mem bers), it wo u l d  be sati sfying to 
be l ieve that his Col l ege provided someth i n g  of a home for his - i n  the 
Un ivers ity and perhaps the wor ld in  general - rather lonely sou l .  Up to a point  
that was so,  though we, h i s  col leagues, ought not to flatter o urselves with 
exaggerat ion .  Barrere did appreci ate his  Col lege. He cher ished its trad i t ion  
from Margaret Beaufort and John F isher, and h i s  person al h i storical i n terest in  
Queen H e nr ietta Mar ia resu l ted i n  the excellent brief art ic le h e  wrote (this 
a lone in E n glish) in  The Eagle of 1974 about her stai ned-glass rou ndel  portrait i n  
the Com b i nation Room. H e  enjoyed particu lar ly the ann ual d i n n er o n  the feast 
of St J oh n, 2 7  Dece m ber, when the Fe l l ows h i p  is  at i ts m ost fami l i al ,  but  a lso the 
inti m acy of 'Satwday n ight d i n i n g' .  H is m usical heart rejoiced in  the Col lege 
choir, to whose journeys abroad he and Mme Barrere contr i b u ted a fu n d .  H e  
recognised the advantage of the Fe l l ows h i p  as a set o f  i m mensely clever experts 
in m any d isci p l i n es, from whose soci ety you can a lways learn someth i n g  
valuab le that comes from q uite out  o f  yo ur range. A n d ,  o f  course, h e  m ade 
good and fast friends.  But Barrere was a seeker after the rai n bow's end of a 
com m u n i ty of intel lectuals; and whether that be anywhere it is certai n ly not 
chez nous: h e  d i scovered to h is  disi l l us ionment  that his  fe l l ow- Fe l lows were 
mostly not such, n ot a bit l i ke a cohort of those marvel lous  norma/iens, and that 
the tone of the Fe l l owship was even in some ways rather phi l i st ine .  The things 
the Fel l ows cou ld  decide to d o  to their be loved College, and the awfu l objects 
the cou ld ch oose to surrou n d  themse lves with,  someti m es got him in a rage. 
And the u ned ifyi n g  truth is that Barrere's expl osions were rather looked forward 
to at meeti n gs of the Gover n i n g  Body because i n  a state of angry i ncoh erence 
h e  approxi m ated - asym ptotical ly, be it understood - to H ercule Poirot. 
Actual ly, h e  gained an ironic satisfaction  from don n i n g  the m ant le of the 
u ncomprehend i n g  o utsi d er. 

That ins idest of al l  gro ups within the Fellowsh i p, The Book Cl u b, took Barrere 
to its m i d st, n ot just  i n  the h ope that he wou l d  thereby recognise h i m se l f  as the 
ins ider h e  real ly was after a l l, b u t  out  of affection  for h im and because h e  cou l d  
b e  a d e l i gh tfu l  com pan ion .  B u t  Barrere was rather m ore s i n gle-mindedly 
devoted to belles-/ettres than the Club was, and rather less  d evoted to wi ne; not 
even there l ay the rai n bow's end,  and when h e  retired h e  used the q u i te j ust 
plea of in te n ded frequent  absences from Cam br idge to m otivate h i s  resig­
nati o n . 

O n e  t h i n g  that h i s  co l leagues decided to d o  i ncurred Barrere's total 
opposit ion: the admiss ion of women.  That was stu b b orn traditionalism, If you 
l i ke, and he was not q u i te a lone. But i t  poi nts towards a dee per l eve l of the man 
than we have yet reached, another stubborn trad itional ism. Barrere's unshakable 
religious commitment  is i m plicit in  a lot  of his literary work; it i s  expl ic i t  in h i s 
1975 essay ' M a  Mere q u i  bolte', for the ' l i m p i n g  one' i s  Mother Ch urch .  H e  
shared with h i s wife devot ion t o  Tridentine Roman Cath o l ic ism,  and saw 
Vatican 11 as a betrayal and the proscr i pt ion of the trad i tional  l i turgy as 
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persecu tion.  H is dismay at the capitu l ation,  as h e  saw i t, of his Ch urch 
i ncreasi ngly coloured h is thoughts: a pity and a paradox, for causes for 
satisfaction were l ately begi n n i n g  to accrue, recognit ion as an author i ty, i n  
France and elsewhere; reissue as a standard work i n  1984 o f  his Hugo, l'homme 
et l'oeuvre; s u m ptuous p u b l ication i n  the same year, i n  two vol u m es, of four of 
the b ig  lyr ic  cyc les of H u go with Barrere's i ntrod uctions  and commentaries and 
i l l u strat ions by M i chel  Ciry; and the Grand Prix de la Critique poetique of the 
Societe des Poetes franc;ais for 1985. Yet h e  sensed his writ i n g  i n h i b ited, and 
canvases lay at home u ntouched. The m assive heart-attack that destroyed h i m  
on 16 October 1985, in his 71 st year, may h ave saved him from deeper 
shad ows; for it was that Mother Ch urch to which h e  was devoted that h ad been 
h i s  insp iration: 

' . . .  j'ordo n n e  
que pour l 'amour de moi  vo us n'ai m i ez q u e  l e  Beau; 
je suis I 'Ange gardien, la M use et la Madone!'  

J o h n  Crook 

PAU L D I RAC 

The use of first names was not as common in the 1920s as i t  i s  now and in what 
fo l l ows I use surnames i n  wr it i n g  of my contem porar ies. 

Fro m  Dirac's own Recollections of an Exciting Era at Varenna i n  1972 we l earn 
that when he came to Cam bri d ge in 192 2  h i s  ' m a i n  i nterest was on the 
geometr ical side, and especi a l ly in relativity'. He had thought that Ebenezer 
Cu n n i n gham m ight be h is su pervisor and that was perhaps why he came to St 
J o h n's .  I t h i n k  another reason was that H . R. H asse, Professor of Mathematics at 
Bri stol ,  had been a Fe l l ow. As it turned out Cu n n i ngham d i d  n ot want any m ore 
research students and R. H. Fowler was appoi nted; h e  was supervisor to n ear ly 
a l l  research students i n  Theoretical Physics, i nc l u d i n g  myse lf: when I became 
one in 1925 Dirac was already esta b l i shed. 

The first t ime I heard h i m  lecture was when he gave an acco u n t  of a 
p ioneer i n g  paper by Max Born o n  atomic col lis ions; th i s  was at a Col lo q ui u m  i n  
the Cavend ish Laboratory i n  1926. In  the Easter Term h e  gave a course of 
lectures on h i s  own work in what is n ow the Read i n g  Room of the L i brary. These 
were completely character i st ic in style; when I read anyt h i n g  by h i m  I hear h i m  
sayi n g  i t  and a n u m ber o f  people have told me that they have t h e  same 
exper ience. He was working o n  fu ndamental prob lems and his d i sti nct ion was 
clear to a l l  of us. We were n ot a sociab l e  group.  The com m on m eeting  p lace 
was the very smal l  l i brary in the Cavendish Laboratory in Free School  Lane. The 
sort of a lge bra requ ired was new to me and I remember showi n g  something I 
h ad done to Dirac and be ing  ki n d ly and straight-forward ly corrected.  

In  the Lent Term 19 29, my secon d  term as an ass istant l ecturer at Manchester, 
Dirac came to give a l ecture. Dur ing the afternoon his mother arr ived 
unexpectedly to hear i t. There was a dinner party afterwards at Professor 

68 

Pau l  Dirac 

Morde l l 's and then I too k  Mrs Dirac to the station as she had to get back to 
Bristol  that n i ght as h er h usband was disab led, I t h i n k  by arthr itis. 

Between the wars a gro u p  of physic i sts met once or twice a term i n  the Royal 
Society's rooms in Bur lington H ouse. Mem bers h i p  was by elect i o n  and for a 
t ime a l l  male, but when I was at Im per ial Col l ege i n  193 2-3 Syd ney Chapman 
took me a long as a guest. At the sum mer meeti n g  of 193 3  gu ests withdrew 
whi le  n ew mem bers were el ected and when I returned Dirac, sitti ng 
character i st ical ly n ear the back, turned round and said, 'We've made you a 
mem ber'. Th i s  gave me very much pl easure. Afterwards some of us went  to 
Stewart's for tea and I d i scovered that Dirac liked h i s  tea weaker than anyone I 
had known before, or indeed have kn own si nce. 

Th e stor ies tol d  of Dirac all show a si m ple directness and honesty. I h ave a 
rather odd one. We were go i n g  to Russia i n  1958 and as I knew he had been 
there much ear l i er I m ent ioned this to h i m  and said that I was not sure that I 
liked caviar; I was taken aback when h e  repl ied that there was not much po int i n  
going t o  Russia i f  o n e  d i d n't l i ke caviar. I h ave been to l d  that o n e  n i ght a t  the 
B.A. tab l e  Cockcroft sai d, 'Do you consider yourse lf an educated man, Dirac?' 
This was said at the sou p stage. Dirac was s i lent  ti l l  the end of the meal  and then 
said, ' N o, I don't  know Lati n '. 

Berth a J effreys 

Paul  Dirac, who h ad been a Fel low of St Joh n's s i nce 192 7  and L ucasian 
Professor of Mathematics from 193 2  to 1969, d i ed on 20 October 1984 in  
Tal lahassee, Fl orida. One of  the fou nders of  q uantu m theory and the author of 
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many of its most i m portant su bseq uent developments, h e  is n u m bered, 
alon gs ide N ewton, Maxwel l, E i nste i n  and Rutherford, as one of the greatest 
phys ic ists of a l l  ti me. 

He was born in Br istol on 8 August 1902,  the second of the three ch i ldre n of 
Char les Adr ien Lad i sl as Dirac and Florence H annah Dirac ( nee H ol ten). H e  h ad 
an e lder brother and a yo u n ger s i ster. Dirac's father was Swiss by b irth, h i s family 
com i n g  fro m  Monthey i n  the  Canton of Valais, b ut he had r u n  away to England 
after an u n happy chi l d hood, marryi ng and sett l ing in Bristo l .  Eventual ly he 
became H ead of M odern Languages at the Merch ant  Venturers' School, where 
Pau l Dirac received h i s  secondary ed ucatio n  fro m  1914 to 1918 . The yo ung 
Dirac was req uired always to  converse with his father i n  French, for the purpose 
of i m provi n g  h i s  proficiency, and h e  wo u ld remai n si l ent u n l ess h e  could 
express h i mself wel l i n  the langu age. T h i s  no d o u bt contrib u ted to the 
taciturnity and thrift with words for which h e  was later famous. 

The  curriculum at the Merchant  Venturers' School  concentrated on mathe­
matics, physics, chemistry and modern languages. Lat i n, which was req u ired for 
matric u l at ion at Cam br idge and Oxford, wo u l d  have to be taken as an extra 
subject by can d i d ates for ad m i ss ion to t hose Universit i es. Most of Dirac's 
conte m porar ies goi ng on to u nivers i ty d i d  so in  the ir home town, and Dirac 
followed i n  his brother's footsteps in 1918 by enter i n g  Bri stol  Un iversity to read 
eng ineering. 

Dirac's progress throu gh his secondary school had been m ore rapid than 
n orm al, his passage per haps be ing  fac i l itated by the gaps l eft in the h igher 
c lasses by th ose who had gone to.do war work. H is knowl edge of mathematics 
was in advance of the rest of h i s c lass as the result of h i s  own readin g. Already he 
was primar i ly  motivated by a desire to u n d erstand the physical wor ld .  T h us he 
d i d  n ot respond to the suggest ion of o n e  of h is  teachers that he wou l d  probably 
be i nterested in non-Eucl idean geometry because i t  seemed obvious to him 
that the real  worl d  was based o n  Euclidean geometry. Ironical ly, at the same 
tim e  h e  was trying to understand the mathematical re lationsh i p  between space 
and tim e  which, a few years ear l i er, E i nstein 's Special Theory of Relativity had 
shown to be descr i bed precisely i n  such terms. 

I n  h i s  engi neerin g  course, Dirac conce ntrated on the theoretical aspects. His 
experimental work was not always very successfu l and h e  received an 
u nfavourab le  report when h e  spent part of the Long Vacat ion  of 1920 at the 
Bri ti sh  Tho.m pson- H ouston works in Rugby to gai n practical experience. When 
h e  grad u ated in  192 1, the cou ntry was in an econ omic  depressi on; even with a 
B.Sc. with First Class honours i n  e lectr ical engineerin g  he cou ld not  get a j o b. 
His father encouraged h i m  to conti n u e  with h is stud ies  and, to t h i s  end, h e  sat 
for an Exhi bition at St J o h n's in J u n e  192 1, the com petit ion  for Open 
Sch o l arsh i ps already having taken p l ace. The award, worth £70 per an n u m, to 
which he was e lected, was not sufficient to support h i m  i n  Cam bridge, so he 
remained in Br istol, wh ere the U n iversity allowed him to take the l ast two years 
of the honours course i n  mathematics, exe mptin g  h i m  from fees. 

Dirac never regretted the t i m e  he had spent lear n i n g  eng ineer i n g. He 
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believed it h ad taught him to tolerate approximati ons, that a l l  equat ions 
descr ibing the actual world are only approximate, even though the approximation 
gets better with s uccessive theories, and that even approx i m ate equat ions can 
be beautiful. lt he l ped h i m  in  more direct ways; for exa m p l e, h i s  d issati sfacti o n  
at the lack o f  a u n i fied way o f  tre.at ing d i str i b uted a n d  concentrated loads was 

. one  of the  i nf luences that led h i m  to i ntrod uce h i s  famous  de l ta fu nction som e  
years l ater. 

Appl ied mathematics was taught i n  Bristol by the head of the d epartm ent, 
Professor H e nry H asse, who had been a Fe l low of St J o h n's; and Peter Fraser, a 
gifted teach er who never p u b l i shed any of h i s  own research, l ectured o n  p ure 
mathematics. Fraser had a profound i nf lu ence on Dirac, particular ly throu gh h is 
teac h i n g  of projective geometry. Such geometrical i deas under lay m uch of 
Dirac's research even tho ugh he p u b l ished the resu l ts i n  other term s, which h e  
thought wou l d  b e  more accessi b l e  t o  most physicists. There was on ly  one other 
student taki n g  the hono urs mathemat ics course i n  D irac's year, Beryl Dent, who 
later did research on ato m ic physics in  Bri stol.  When i t  came to special i s i n g  in  
the f ina l  year, she was determined to do appl ied mathemat ics and, as  the 
department did not wish to put  o n  separate lectures for the two stu d ents, Dirac 
did the same. I n  192 3  h e  o btai ned First Class honours i n  mathematics and a 
mai ntenance grant from the Department  of Scientific and Industria l  Research 
(precursor of the present S. E.R.C.) to enable h i m  to do research .  

When h e  came u p  to St J o h n's i n  192 3 ,  Dirac h o ped to do research in  
relativity u n d er the su pervis ion of Ebenezer C u n n i ngham, who had examined 
him for h is  Exh i bi t ion two years ear l i er and who, as a Tutor, had ad m i tted him to 
the Col lege.  C u n n i ngham had p ioneered the i n trod ucton of the theory of 
relat iv ity i nto Brita in and Dirac was aware of h i s  work through h i s  book The 
Principle of Relativity (C.U. P., 1914). But, s i nce C u n n i n gham was near the e n d  
o f  h i s research career and not inc l i ned t o  take on a n y  students, h e  was passed 
on to R. H. Fowler, Fe l l ow of Tri n i ty Col l ege and l ater P l u m mer Professor of 
Mathematical Physics. I n stead of begi n n i n g  research on geometrical aspects of 
relativity, Dirac was i n trod uced by Fowler to ato m i c  physics, i n  the form that i t  
had been deve lo ped i n  t h e  previous twenty years by Rutherford, Bohr and 
others. T h is was an eye-o pener for him because previ ous ly h e  had regarded 
atom s  as very. hypothetical o bj ects and i t  came as a great su prise that the 
eq u at ions of c lassical e lectrodynam ics, with which h e  was fam i l iar, could be 
used to a nalyse the  str ucture of the atom. Very q u ickly h e  was p l u nged i nto the 
most profo u n d  prob lems of atom ic p hysics, which was then in  an i ncom plete 
and paradoxical state. 

Whi lst devot ing  m ost of h i s  t ime to these prob lems, Dirac d i d  not completely 
abandon h is i nterests in relat iv ity and geometry. Discuss ions  with A.S. 
Ed d i n gton l ed to his p u b l i s h i n g  a short paper o n  re lativity i n  the Philosophical 
Magazine. O n  Saturday afternoons h e  attended the tea part ies he ld  by H .  F. 
Baker, Lowndean Professor and Fe l l ow of St J o h n's, at wh ich  tal ks were given o n  
proj ective geometry. lt was a t  s u c h  a party and o n  s u c h  a subj ect that Dirac gave 
his first l ecture. . 

Amongst the m eeti n gs then held to d i scuss current  research in p hysics were 
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those of the Kap i tza Clu b, which had been founded i n  19 2 2  by Peter Kapi tza, a 
Russian also trai ned as an electr ical engi neer, who had come to the Cavend ish 
Laboratory a year earl i er to work with Rutherford.  lt met after d i nner, an 
arrangement  wh ich Dirac fou n d  i nconve n ient  because, by that ti me of day, he 
was usual ly  very s leepy. H e  bel i eved h is brain power to b e  at i ts maxi m u m  in the 
m or n i n gs and that is  when h e  did m ost of his work. O n  28 J u ly 1 9 25 the Cl ub 
was vis ited by Werner H e isen berg of Gotti n gen, who spoke on 'Term Zoology 
and Zee m an Botany'. Towards the end of h i s  tal k  he descr i bed some n ew ideas 
of h i s, which later turned out to be the origi ns of h i s for m u l at ion of q uantu m 
m echan ics. By th i s  stage, Dirac was too exhausted to take anyth i n g  i n .  H owever, 
Fowler apprec iated the potentia l  i m portance of H eisen berg's remarks and, at 
the e n d  of August, H eisen berg sent h i m  the proofs of h i s  first paper on the new 
mechan ics. Fowler sent them on to Dirac, who was vis iti n g  h i s  parents i n  Br i sto l, 
with the q uery 'Wh at do you t h i n k  of th i s?' . 

H e isen berg's approach had been to b u i l d  u p  a theory entirely i n  terms of 
observable q uant iti es, and the o bservable  q uantit ies i n  atom i c  theory were 
m ostly concerned with two states of an atom .  In th is  way, He isen berg was led to 
associate two-d imensional  arrays with observable  q uantit ies, and to deve l o p  an 
a lge bra of such arrays based on p hys ical m otivat ion, without real i s i n g  that he 
was re- i nventing the algebra of matrices already known to pure mathematicians. 
The m ost str i ki n g  feature of this a lgebra is  that i t  is non-co m m utative, that is  u 
ti m es v is not equa l  to v ti mes u .  At first th is  seemed very strange i n  a physical 
theory. lt b othered Dirac, and h e  conti n ued to t h i n k  about i t  when h e  returned 
to Cam br idge for the Michaelm as Term.  He resu med h i s  previous style of l i fe, 
th i n ki n g  i n tensely about such prob lems d ur i n g  the week and re lax ing  on 
S u nday by go i n g  for long wal ks in the country a lone. 

O n  one of these Sunday wal ks i n  October 1925, i n  sp i te of h i s  i ntent ion to 
relax, h e  was th i n ki n g  about the non-co m m utativity i n  H e isen berg's a lge bra, 
the d i fference uv - vu, when he sudden ly  real i sed the connecti on between th i s  
and a q uanti ty i n  c lassical mechan ics cal l ed t h e  Poisson bracket. Exc i ted, but  
u nab le  to dec ide whether there was anythin g  i n  the i dea, h e  h urri ed·back to his 
lodg ings. H is n otes and textbooks conta ined noth i n g  on Poisson brackets and, 
b e i ng Sunday, the l i brar ies were shut. H e  spent an anx ious n i gh t  wait i n g, but  
with  h i s  confide nce grad ual ly  growi n g, u nt i l  the librar ies opened and he was 
ab le  to ver ify that the anal ogy was perfect. 

The resu l t ing paper, 'The Fu ndamental Equat ions of Quantu m Mechan ics', 
was received by the Proceed i n gs of the Royal Society o n  7 N ovem ber 19 25. 
Although Dirac had been do ing  research for l ittle m ore than two years, i t  was h i s  
e ighth paper. ( I n  contrast to  what i s  sometimes supposed, Dirac p u b l i shed 
more than a h u n dred papers altogether.) In i t  he solved the central prob lems  of 
ato m i c  theory which had been baffl i n g  theoretical physic ists for the previous 
decade. H e  esta b l i shed the basic equat ions of q uantum theory and expla i ned 
their relat ion to c l assical mechanics. In Gotti n ge n, Born, H e isenberg and 
J ordan p u b l ished two papers doing the former, b u t  the e legant and profou n d  
re lat ion with c lassical m echanics through Poisson brackets was Dirac's a lone, 
and it remains the basis for u n d erstand i n g  the re lationsh i p  between c lassical 
and q uantu m mech anics.  H e isen berg regarded the lack of commutativity in his 
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theory as a defect unt i l  he saw fro m  Dirac's work that i t  was a central feature of 
q u antum mechanics. Dirac said in later years that noth i n g  had ever give n  h i m  as 
much sati sfaction as th is  first maj or d i scovery. 

Dirac deve loped h i s  approach to q uantu m mechanics further, subm itti n g  
. papers in  Jan uary and March 19 26, and correspond i n g  with H e i sen berg about 
h is  progress. In  the spri n g  he wrote h is doctoral thes is  and h e  was ad m i tted to 
the P h .  D. degree i n  J u ne.  He was n ow s u pported by an 1851 Exhib i tion  Sen i or 
Research Students h i p  which h e  had been awarded i n  19 25.  About th i s  t ime a 
paper by Erwin  Schrod i n ger appeared giv ing  an apparently completely d i fferent 
vers ion  of q uantu m mechan ics, 'wave mechan ics', couched in m athematics 
more fam il iar to many physic ists. At first Dirac's react ion was h ostile b u t  by 
August he had mastered Schrodinger's formalism and, studyin g  its conseq uences 
for i n d isti ngu ishable e lectrons, he gave a der ivati o n  of Paul i's exc l us ion  
pr i nc ip le  and the  conseq uent  ' Ferm i-Dirac statistics'. I n  h i s  n ext paper, 
sub m i tted i n  Decem ber 1 926 and arguably h i s greatest, he establ ished the 
general math ematical framework in which q uantu m m echan ics i s  n ow 
form u l ated .  With i n  th i s  framework, the d i sti ncti o n s  between the H eisen berg 
and Schrodinger approaches d i sappear; they are just  d ifferent choices of 
systems of coord i n ates. 

H aving obtained h i s  doctorate, Dirac was free to travel and, in Septem ber 
19 26, he went to Copen h agen to v is i t  N ie ls  Bohr's i nsti tute, m oving on i n  
February to spend several m onths i n  Gotti n gen .  H e  conti nued h i s  habit  of 
wor ki n g  h ard thro ugh the wee k  and going for long  country wal ks on Sundays i n  
order to re lax, b u t  these wal ks were n o  longer usua l ly so l i tary. I n  Copenhagen 
he was often accompanied by Bohr and i n  Gotti ngen by Robert Oppenhei m er, 
who l ived i n  the same pens ion and with whom he b ecame close friends. Dirac 
fo u n d  the cath o l ic i nterests of O ppen he imer, who spent much ti me read i n g  
Dante in  t h e  orig i n al, very difficu l t to understand.  l t  i s  said that Dirac once asked 
h i m, ' H ow can you do both p hysics and poetry? I n  physics we try to explai n  i n  
sim p l e  terms someth ing  that n obody knew before. I n  poetry i t  is  t h e  exact 
opposite. '  

Wh ilst in Copenhagen, Dirac app l ied his general  formal i sm to the e lectro­
magnetic f ie ld, showin g  it to be descr i bed in q uantum-mechan ical terms by an 
assem bly of particles (photon s), j ust as had been conjectured by P lanck and 
E inste i n  in the work which had motivated m uch of the deve l opment  of 
quantum mechanics. I n  so do ing, h e  bro u ght together the var ious  strands in the 
development of  the subj ect i nto a coherent whole, removing once and for a l l  
the  d i chotomy between waves and particles, and s i m u ltaneously he created 
the s u bject of quantum e lectrodynamics. H avin g  returned to Cam br idge, Dirac 
was e lected to a Research Fellows h i p  at St J o h n's in N ovem ber 19 2 7. 

At the end of 19 2 7, the maj or outstand i n g  prob lem was how to reconci l e  
qu antum mechanics with t h e  other revo lut ion  i n  p hys ics that h a d  b e e n  m a d e  at 
the begi n n i ng of the twentieth century, relativity. M any thought that this 
prob lem had already .been solved b u t  Dirac saw clear ly that the su pposed 
solut ion was u nsatisfactory. I n  19 28, in two papers that are probably his m ost 
fam o us, he produced h is relativistic q uantum theory of the e lectron by 
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construct i n g  what came to be known u niversal ly as the' Dirac equat ion '  (except 
i n  Dirac's l ectures, where it was always cal led the 're lativi stic wave equat ion') .  lt 
made the previous cand i d ate theory look thoroughly anaemic.  Dirac's theory 
requ ired the e lectron to h ave very definite propert ies ( sp in  and magnetic 
moment), i n  agreement with experi ment. Moreover, as Dirac pointed out i n  
1930, it n ecessitated the existence of another partic le with the opposite 
e lectric charge and the same mass as the electron .  I n  th i s  way, it pred i cted the 
existence of the pos itron, the anti-partic l e  of  the e lectron, which was confirmed 
by exper i ment in 193 2 .  Dirac's pred iction of antimatter was described by 
H eisen berg as 'th e  most decisive d iscovery in con nection with the properties or 
the  nature of e lementary particles . . .  [ l t] changed our whole outlook o n  atomic 
p hysics complete ly'. 

With these develo p ments, q uant u m  mechan ics was in an essential ly 
complete form. D irac's e n ormous contr i b utions to it were ackn owl edged by his 
e lection to the Royal Society in 1930 and to the Lucasian Professorship in 1932,  
and by  the  award of  the Nobe l  Prize for Physics for 193 3, which h e  shared with 
Schrodinger. 

Dirac had been lectur i n g  on q uant u m  mechan i cs s ince 192 7. ( H e  was a 
Un iversity Lecturer in Mathematics fro m  19 29 to 19 3 2 .) Out of these lectures 
grew his book The Principles of Quantum Mechanics (O.U. P., 1930), which for 
over fifty years h as remained a standard text to be recom mended to those 
learnin g  the su bject. lt  is a testi mony to the  clarity of h i s vis ion and the depth of 
his perception that he was ab le  to wr ite the defin itive text on the  subject so 
soon after poss i b ly the greatest conceptual  revolut ion in physics had taken 
p lace. J. G .  Crowther, representing the O.U. P., v i sited Dirac in College and 
fou n d  h i m  s ittin g  at a fo l d i n g  wooden desk 'writing the book straight off'. The 
manuscript, l argely free fro m  correct ions, now in the Ch urchill College Arch ive 
Ce ntre along with many of Dirac's oth er man uscr i pts and personal papers, 
confirms the picture. For some years Schro d i n ger's methods were dominant 
but, grad ual ly, particularly after the  n otational advances made i n  the th ird 
edition (1947), Dirac's more gen eral formulation became accepted as the  
standard language of  q u ant u m  theory. 

Dirac conti n ued to lecture on q uant u m  theory in Cambr idge u nti l his 
ret irement fro m  the Lucasian Chair in 1969. He su pervised comparat ive ly few 
research stude nts, taki n g  the v iew that the fun damental problems on which h e  
worked were n ot suited for most students. For many years, h i s  was the  first 
course in quant u m  theory that a Cambr idge student wo u l d  take. H is 
presentatio n  fo l l owed very close lythe treatment in h i s  book but, even so, many 
would attend the course more than once.  H is de l ivery conveyed an i ntegrity 
and coherence of viewpo i nt which made the line of argu ment seem 
in evitab le .  

The brevity and precisi on of  h i s  comments were legendary, leading to many 
'Dirac stor ies', some apocryphal n o  d o u bt. One of the most famous recou nts 
h ow, after Dirac had given a lecture, a member of the audience stood up and 
sai d that h e  could n ot u nderstand a part icular equatio n .  After a long s i lence, the 
chairman asked D irac whether h e  was goi ng to answer the q uest ion .  Dirac 
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rep l ied that he had thought it had been a statement. Another story tells how the 
physicist Paul Ehrenfest, experiencing some d ifficu lties i n  fo l l owi n g  the 
argument in  ·one of Dirac's papers, wrote to h i m  for further explanation .  He 
received a long reply which, o n  exami nat i on, turned out to be essentially the 
same as the text of the  paper .  But, after further study, Ehrenfest concluded that 

.'The better one u nderstands it, the better it is ' .  Reread i n g  Dirac's succinct and 
carefu lly constructed argu ments frequently revealed depths of mean ing  i nit ia l ly 
over l ooked. 

If Dirac had done n oth i n g  after the ear ly 1930s, h e  wou ld  st i l l  be ran ked 
amongst the greatest names in physics, b ut his work contin ued u nabated in  h i s 
later years. The first years of his research career were i n  a golden age in p hysics, 
which he played a major part in creat i ng. His l ater ach ievements were n ot on 
the same scale but n either were those of other p hysicists. In  the following years 
he worked on a n u mber of topics, writi n g  many papers of great or igi nal ity. H is 
work on the  possib le  existence of magnetic monopoles contai ned the seed of 
the topol ogical ideas that n ow p lay a major role in theoretical physics. The 
sign ificance of t h i s  and much of his oth er work, such as his  approach to 
constrai nts in classical mechan ics, has grown with the  years, and h is infl uence is 
now as great as ever. On the other h and, Dirac was out of sympathy with the  
su bsequent development of  q uant u m  electrodynamics and, i n  particu l ar, the  
use  of 'renormalisation'  to remove infi n it ies fro m  calculat ions. H e  took the  v iew 
that infi n it ies wou ld  n ot occur i n  a sati sfactory theory, and, as on so many oth er 
questio ns, opinion h as been shift i n g  towards h i s po int of v iew. 

The i mage of Dirac as a theoret ician, not i nterested in the practical aspects of 
physics, is not real ly accurate. About 1934 he i nvented a method of isotope 
separation, based on the i dea that if a j et of gas were made to turn a sharp 
corner, past a sharp  edge, the ce ntr ifugal force wou l d  cause the components to 
separate. With Kapitza's help and encourageme nt, h e  set o ut to test the 
method experimental ly in  the Mond Laboratory. When, on a v i sit to Moscow, 
Kapitza was prevented fro m  returning to Cambridge, Dirac's experiment was 
interru pted because the  e q u i p ment in the  Mond Laboratory was sent on to 
Moscow. Later on, in the war, a grou p  in Oxford fou nd that the  method worked 
perfectly wel l for separating uran i u m  hexafl uor ide but, as it was less efficient 
than gaseous diffus ion, it was abandoned.  

His  work d i d  n ot stop on h is  ret i rement fro m  the Lucas ian Chair. I n  1971 ·he 
accepted an appo i ntment as Professor of Physics at  Florida State Un iversity in 
Tallahassee. There, having Dirac i n  the p hysics department seemed comparable 
with havin g  Shakespeare in the Engl ish d epartment. H e  conti nued to work, 
u nti l shortly before h i s  death, on his theory that the fu ndame ntal p hys ical 

'constants' are actual ly  varying very s lowly. 

In 193 7  Dirac marr i ed Margit Wigner of Budapest (whose brother, Eugene 
Wigner was awarded the 1963 N obel Prize for Physics) . He was awarded the 
Royal Medal of the Royal Society i n  1939 and i ts  Copley Medal  in  1952 . The 
same year he became the third recip ient of the German Physical Society's Max 
Planck Med al, after Planck h i mself and E inste i n .  I n  1961 h e  was made a 
member of the Pontifical Academy and i n  1973 a member of the Order of 
Merit. 
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The College is fortunate in havi n g  three l i ke nesses of Dirac i n  its possess ion .  
Th e first dates from 1939, when the Dan ish  scu l ptor, H arald lse nste i n, made a 
plaster cast bust which he later presented to the College. H is offer i n  1971 to 
have the b ust cast i n  bronze was welcomed by the College and the resu lt i s  n ow 
in the Li brary. The second is a pencil drawin g  made by R. To llast in 1963 .  The 
·third, a portrait i n  o i l s  pai nted by Michael  N oakes i n  1978, n ow hangs i n  the 
H al l .  

Dirac's u n ique i nte l l ect was evi dent in everything h e  wrote. Rudolf Pe ier ls  
suggested that it was Dirac's absolutely straight th i n king i n  u nexpected ways 
that made h i s  work so characteristic. H e  d i d  n ot fo l l ow convent ions  b ut rather 
thou ght everyt h i n g  o ut from first princ ip les. Bohr said that h e  had the m ost 
remarkable  scientif ic m i nd s ince Newton.  Dirac himself cited m athemat ical 
beauty as the ult i m ate criterion  for selectin g  the way forward in theoret ical 
physics. He wrote that ' it i s  more i mportant to have beauty in o ne's equat ions  
than to have them fit experiment. . .  lt  seems that, i f  one i s  working from the  
poi nt of  view of  gett i n g  beauty i n  o ne's equat ions, and if  one h as real ly sound 
insi ght, one is o n  a sure l i ne of progress. I f  there i s  not complete agreement 
between the results of one's work and experiment, one should not al l ow 
oneself to be too d iscouraged, because the discrepancy may be d u e  to m i n or 
features . . .  that w i l l  get c leared u p  with further developments of the theory'. 
Dirac was writ ing  about Schrod inger, b ut it was his own work that demonstrated 
just h ow powerfu l such an approach could be when adopted QY someone 
possessi n g  the  deepest i ns ight and the  h i ghest aesthetic sense. 

P.  Goddard 

Paul Dirac and I \vere elected Research Fellows on the same day, 7 N ovem b er 
1927,  he on the evidence already of high scie ntific ach ievement. I knew h i m  
cont i n u ously from that date. H e  was n ot a n  easy m an t o  know i nt i m ately and I 
can n ot clai m an i ntimate acq uaintance in the closer personal sense. Though he 
took litt le part in Col l ege affairs, his affect ion  for the Co l l ege and his grat itude to 
it were n ever in dou bt. Unt i l  his retirement from the Lucasian chair he din ed 
regu l arly, if n ot very frequently, i n  Ha l l .  H e  spo ke l ittle, and often sat silent. H is 
i ntervent ions most often took the form of br ief com ments on what was bei ng 
said, or brief q uestions. Somet i mes he would ask c h i ldl i ke (never c h i ldish) 
question s  about some current or pract ical matter with which his hearers might 
have expected him to be fami l iar. At oth er times he would disarm h i m  with a 
direct and penetratin g  q uestion which left his hearer at a loss to fi n d  an answer 
to match the question. But his q u estions always h ad a clarity that revealed a 
de si re to know; there was n ever any trace of e m barrassment at aski n g  them or of 
desire to confou nd or u ncover ignorance in oth ers. I ndeed, the i m press ion 
always and immediately created by h is  conversat i o n, bri ef though i t  might be, 
was of a directn ess and penetration of m i nd, of that clar ity and i n n ocency of 
sight which underl ies both personal virtue and h igh inte llectual i llu minat ion.  

J . S. Boys S m ith 
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Bob Fu l le r's fu n eral p rocession, 14 Apri l  1986 

RO B E RT CH ARLES F U LLER 

Bob Fu l ler, H ead Po rter of  St J o h n's from 1969 to 1985, died at  home on 6 
April 1986. 

Robert Charles Fu l le r, u niversal ly known as ' Big Bob' ('the Beast of St J o h n 's, 
though taken up by the national p ress, h ad no real l ocal fo l lowi n g) was born in 
1920 at Swaffham Prior and started work on a local farm at the age of fou rteen . 
After six years of war service with the G renadiers he j oined the Col lege staff 
under  R. E. Thoday, H ead Gardener, in Septem ber 1946. H e  remained at St 
J ohn's, m oving from the Kitche n  Garden to the Porters Lodge in 1960, unti l  his 
retirement  last s u m m e r. ' I  enjoyed a Porter's life; it was like being a Lance­
Corporal in the Army again', the fo rmer Sergeant Major  reca l led in the 
recol lections pub lished in  The Eagle twelve m onths ago. 

Those reco l lections (q. v.) provide a m o re authentic acco u nt of Bob than any 
obituarist could  do. The concern for p recise dates, the staccato sytle, the 
e loquence of what is l eft u nsaid: these reveal something of the man who in his 
sixteen years as H ead Porter came to represent to the wider world a rapidly 
changing St J oh n 's wh ose virtues he massive ly personified . On his death the 
Cambridge Evening News reported that  h e  h ad been H ead Porter for  39 years. 
Though factual ly incorrect (and it wo u l d  h ave p rovided Bob with his cue to 
comment on the ruddy newspapers), this was sym bolical ly right, for in every 
week of the year Bob gave the College at least twice as m uch of his ti me and 
himself as the Col lege had any c laim on. H e  seemed hard ly ever to be away 
from the p lace, whethe r  in  his office at the Main Lodge first thing in  the m o rning 
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scrutinising lists of conference delegates o r- what was m o re con genial to him­
passin g  the time of day wil l  all and sun d ry in the courts; o n  the touch line  o r  the 
towpath; crol:lched in that  i m minently exp losive cricket-um piring post u re of 
his; showin g  tired cricketers, historians, oarsmen the way to go h o m e  at the end 
of  the long day, h e  was rare ly out of view. H e  was d evoted to the Col lege and 
grum b led about it occasional ly in  the way that o n ly one who identified as he did 
with the achievements, antics and exploits of staff, Fel l ows and students cou ld 
gru m ble. M o re often h e  de lighted in some further  p roof that 'J o h n 's is the best 
b loody Col lege'. ' Lovely!', he wou l d  say- and he m eant it. A ready racon te u r  (a 
bri l liant extem pore account  to the Pig C l u b  of his days with Ral ph Thoday, to 
whom the ex-RSM remained 'the boy', springs to min d) , he particu larly relished 
the camarade rie of O l d  J o h nian weeke n ds. 

I f  the Col lege seemed like his h o m e, when he did go h o m e  h e  as often as not  
took the Col lege with him,  especial ly at  Christmas and the N ewYearwhen Mary 
and Bob regu larly e ntertained grad u ates and u n d e rgrad u ates who were far from 
their own homes. I n  the mid-70s he was elected an Eagle.  'That tie m eans a lot  
to m e', h e  wrote at  the time of his retirement, ' I  hope I can go o n  wearing it fo r a 
few m o re years . '  H e  had rich ly  d eserved to do so and, tie less, to conti n u e  
cultivating t h e  garden a t  12 Madingley Road which he had somehow always 
fo u n d  tim e  to kee p  in  such sp len did o rd e r. The Col lege's deepest sym pathy 
goes to M rs Fu l l e r  that those 'few m o re years' t u rned out to be j ust a matter of 
months. lt was Mary's u nselfish ness that enabled Bob to give so much of himse lf  
to the College and to p lace the Col lege s o  deeply in his debt. 

Peter Linehan 

This is the first tim e  that I h ave been asked to write an o bituary. I dare say it wi l l  
not b e  the last, b u t  I a m  s u re i t  wi ll b e  the o n e  I rem e m ber most, a n d  I can n ot 
envisage finding it as hard to know where to start. Bob Fu l le r  was so much to so 
many people, both in  St J o h n's and throughout Cam b ridge that any b rief 
mention of his achievements can on ly b u t  appear as an inj ustice. ' Big Bob 
Remem bers', which appeared in  l ast year's Eagle, straight from the H o rse's, o r  
s h o u l d  I say Cuddly Teddy Bear's, m outh, testifies to Bob's total involvement  in  
Col lege and University life. l t  is both ironic and sad that his poignant m e m o ries 
should assume the mantle of an autobiographic obituary so soon after his 
retirement. 

All I wil l  p roffer are a few personal m e m o ries. Memories of stewardin g  with 
Bob at the Varsity Boxing Match, the G ui ldha l l  fil l ed to capacity. 'Sorry Sir, 
com plete ly fu l l ' was the ord e r  of the day, d e livered with military p recision,  b u t  
still room t o  s li p  the o d d  J o h nian ( o r  two!) th ro u gh t h e  doors. O f  u m piring  a 
soporific cricket m atch, on ly to have the calm shattered by the raspi n g  
condemnatio n  o f  ' N o  Ball' from Bob, or watchin g  with  wry inevitability t h e  
en actm ent o f  a time-honoured ritual ,  m u c h  beloved b y  J o h nian bowlers. I 
often wonder  why we even bothered to appeal .  The finger wo u ld  be risin g, 
head th rown back in h aughty disdain ,  wel l  b efore the first m u rmurs of an dppeal 
Were h eard. Of being cal led in  as a 'twelfth man'  for the an nual Cricket Cl u b  
Di nner at Bob and Mary's, havin g  already ind u l ged i n  the Col lege Buttery. I 
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en ded u p  retreating to the role of wai te r  as my fellow diners battled against the 
odds to fin ish the 32 pou n d  turkey. 

I also count  myself l ucky to h ave been one of the few J o h nians to h ave seen 
Bob Fu l le r  speec h l ess! Generations of john ians wi ll recall marath o n  welco m i n g  
speeches a t  Matriculation Din ne rs as B o b  sought t o  welcome freshmen (and 
wom e n) and i m bu e  them with a flavour of Col l ege life . But we got the better of 
him in the end. At a farewell Din n er in Bob's last te rm as H ead Porter, a two­
min ute standing ovation as he entered H al l  with Mary h ad Bob visib ly  sh aken, 
b u t  one soon sensed that h e  was gathering himself  for his last orati on to h is 
beloved students. H owever, as h e  rose to h is feet and turned to take centre­
stage, he was confronted by the o n ly th i n g  ever l i kely to have had e nough 
presence to re nder  him s peechless: a l i fe-size p hotograph of h i mself in fu l l  
mor ning d ress, h is leavi n g  present from the j u nior members .  Th e. pause was 
only momentary, b u t  his recol lections were uncharacteristical ly b ri ef, and h e  sat 
down with more than a trace of dampness i n  his eyes. He wasn't the on ly  one 
either  

An era is well and truly over. lt  i s  sad, and more than  a little unfair, that Bob 
and Mary will not be ab l e  to enjoy together the ret i rement that they so r ichly 
deserved; sad, too, that he wil l  not be able to i n d u l ge i n  a few m ore eccentric 
u m pirin g  decis ions, (Cri cket Cuppers Fi n al somehow seems one step fu rther 
away this year) though I fancy Bob wi l l  be casting  his eye over the next game of 
room cri cket, whenever that might be! As Bob himself remarked in last year's 
Eagle, his cousin made the new Forecourt gates, and he thus felt that he had left 
a s m a l l  part of h is family life i n  the College. A masterly u nderstatement if ever 
there was one .  Bob and Mary h ave given so much to the Col lege over the years 
that their influence wil l  be felt for many years in i n n u merab l e  ways. Bob wou l d  
n o t  want u s  t o  sit back and lament for too long. The Col lege was what mattered 
m ost to h i m, and the m ost fittin g  tri b ute to a man such as Bob can on ly be to get 
on with the j o b  in hand and maintain the standards of excel lence in  the Col lege 
which were so l ovin gly fostered by one of the last of Cam b ridge's tru ly wise 
m e n .  

R o b  H egin botham 

'We l l, he' l l  probably say something about ru les being made to be bent, and 
about the fact that he's been bathed in cham pagne and rol led in the  sn ow', said 
some second-year to me the day before my first-year Matr icu latio n  Din ner.  H e  
was o f  course referring to Bob Fu l ler's n otori o us ann ual speech.  ' O h  yes,' h e  
added, ' h e  doesn't l i ke girls'. 

I n ever really experienced any of Bob's chauvi nism fi rst hand.  I do, h owever, 
remember the expressio n  on the late H ead Porter's face when I dashed into the 
lodge at  the begi n ning of one Michae l m as Term complai n i n g  that  my roo m had 
round pin plugs. ' I 'm goi n g  to have to alter all my appliances!' I s h rieked, 'and 
wh at's more, I wanted to use my hair  d ryer tonight . '  My mother then rushed in  
to com pla in  that girls have to run across cou rtyards to take a bath . ' Frances is 
very prone to colds' she explained.  it wouldn't demand too great a stretch of 
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the i magi nation to guess the k ind of response we got from Bob.  

But even if' Bob tried his best .to make the J o h n ie n nes feel u nco mfortable, we 
soon began to takE! his j i bes with a pinch of salt. Some would say he became 
positively nervous when Caro line Bulloch went  i nto the l od ge! When I told a 

. few of my gi rlfriends I had been asked to write this o bituary, even such 
adjectives as 'cudd ly' were suggested .  And I thi n k  the n u m ber of gi rls present  at 
his fu neral is evidence enou gh, that despite his attem pts to disl i ke us, most of us 
ended u p  liki ng and respect ing h i m .  

When, after t h e  funeral, I co m m ented t o  o n e  o f  the porters how sm art they 
were all looking in the i r  top h ats, the response was: ' I  thi n k  Bob wou l d  h ave 
been proud .  H e  was one of a ki n d .  You don 't get his sort any more. ' I th i n k  that 
s u ms i t  all up .  

Frances Moyle 

Bob and Mary Fu l ler used to arrive for Evenso n g  in  Chapel at 6.1 0 p . m .  on 
Su nday evenings. At 6.10 p . m .  on Sunday, 13 April, Bob's coffin was p l aced in 
the Chapel of h is be loved Col lege to rest over n i ght  before his funera l .  Som e  six 
h u n dred persons packed the Chapel for the funeral  service at noon o n  14 Apri l .  
I f  the date had fa llen in term time, there wou l d  have b e e n  at least fo u r  h u n dred 
more.  The Dean ( Mr Macintosh) conducted the service and said a few words; Or 
R. N .  Perham, President (in the Master's unavoidab l e  absence) read the lesson .  
The Choir (incl uding as many ch oral students who cou ld  be present  out  of  te rm) 
sang under  the direction of An d rew Carwood, and Mr Paul Bryan (of the Col l ege 
Sch ool) was at the organ. 

Fol l owin g  the service, the H ead Porter ( Mr Dove) and al l  the Porters acting as 
Pall Bearers, s low-m arched the coffin  to the Great Gate. At the Gate, an 
undergrad uate guard of h o n o u r  (led by R.C. H egin botham and Miss D.A. 
L indsay) stood at attention as the coffin passed by. For Bob's l ast j o urney to the 
Crematori u m, the hearse p roceeded south down St J o h n's Street accom panied 
by a motor cyc le  escort provided ad hominem by the City Police. Many 
shopkeepers stood at attent ion as the coffin passed, and the College flag flew at 
h alfmast. A big farewell to a big man.  

A.A.  Macintosh 

WARW I CK ALEXAND E R  MCKEA N  

Warwick McKean was e lected t o  a Teaching Fe l lowship in Law in  1976. H e  
came t o  u s  from Kin g's Col lege, London, where h e  h ad h e l d  a ten ured 
Lect u res h i p; and some might have thought it u n usual  i f  not positively rash to 
rel i n q uish the latter for a Col l ege Fel l owship with lim ited ten u re.  Warwick was 
stron gly attracted, h owever, to the co l legiate l ife, and he certainly m ade a 
vigorous contribution to it. 

As a lawyer he was i n terested p rimari ly in the field of Pub lic Law, and he 
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Warwick McKean 
p u b l i shed a very successtu l  book o n  Equality and Discrimination under 
International Law, which was based o n  h i s  research at Oxford.  l t  rece ived 
favou rable reviews, sold very wel l  and su bseq uently re-appeared in paper­
back. Latterly h e  had been worki ng on the q u esti on of legal rep resentatio n  with 
a view to b ri ngi n g  out what wo u l d  n o  doubt  have been a fasci nati ng book on 
th i s  subj ect. In  addit ion h e  contri buted each year the chapter o n  ' Law in the 
U n i ted Ki ngdom'  for the Annual Register of World Events (a Lon gmans 
p u b l i cati on of cons iderable anti q u i ty) . 

Although it was P u b l ic Law which attracted h i m  m ost, Warwick was happy to 
su pervise as wel l - and very successfu l ly - i n  a n u m be r  of Private Law subj ects 
such as Tort, E q u i ty and Land Law. H i s  contri b ut ion to the Col lege's teac h i n g  
strength i n  Law was t h u s  cons iderable a n d  he wi l l  be m i ssed. 

] . C. H al l  

Warwick McKean's contri but ions to the wider l i fe of  the Col lege were large ly 
in the social sphere. As a yo u n g  bachelor  Fe l l ow he used h i s  posit i o n  to 
entertai n gene ro usly and to make a large n u m be r  of deep friendsh i ps. H e  
enjoyed h u gely t h e  com pany o f  you n g  people as we l l  as the soci ety of the 
Fe l l ows h i p. H e  d i ned frequently and was pu ncti l ious  in his attendance at a 
n u m ber of soc ieties com posed of Fe l l ows and U ndergrad uates. I n  a l l  th is  h e  
was much i nf lue nced b y  t h e  late O r  N o rman H e n ry t o  w h o m ,  after a famous s l i p  
in vino, he was always affect ionately known a s  'Warrid ge'. I n  assoc i at ion with h i s  
avu ncular  sen ior, h e  d id  m uch t o  consol idate t h e  success o f  the Wine a n d  Food 
Society and to perpetuate that love of the b rethren so fi rmly associated with the 
' boozy corner' of the Wine Ci rc le .  
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S i nce about 19 79, there was born in  Warwick a vocat ion to the orda ined 
rn i n i stry of the C h u rch of  which p revi ous ly h e  had always been a p racti s i n g  
rnem ber. Accord i ngly he e n ro l led a s  a part t ime student  a t  R id ley H al l  and 
attended l ectu res and cou rses there in p reparat ion for o rd i n atio n .  At the t ime 
he was not sure whether  h e  wished to  exercise a m i n i stry i n  th is  country (and 
poss i b ly in associ atio n  with a teac h i n g  post) , o r  in h i s native New Zealand.  

Tragedy struck i n  1980 when i t  was d iscovered that he had a melanoma i n  the 
leg. From th is  moment W. M. knew that h is days were n u m b ered and yet with 
qu ite extraord i nary b ravery he resolved to conti n u e  the cou rse that h e  had set 
h i mself. O peratio n s, rad i o- and chemo-therapy fo l l owed i nexo rab ly, b ut 
Warwick n ever once compla ined nor  fai led to shew that u l t imate cou rtesy 
which does not i nf l ict personal m i sery on others. l t  was, i n  the words of h i s  
physic ian, h i mself  a d isti ngu ished Fel low o f  t h e  Col lege, a 's i ngu lar  p rivi lege to 
look after so b rave a patient' .  

Warwick was m ade deacon in Ely Cathed ral at the Michae l m as o rd i n at ion of 
1984 and began to serve h is t it le as a Fe l l ow of the Col l ege. In addit ion to h i s  
teac h i n g  d uties, h e  took a fu l l  part i n  t h e  wors h i p  o f  t h e  Chape l,  both s i ngi n g  
evensong and taki n g  h i s  turn a t  p reac h i n g  f o r  t h e  early Com m u n i o n  services. 
His sermons  were m arked by h u mo u r  and com mo n  sense as wel l  as by 
ins ight. 

By N ove mber  1 984, the cancer was fou n d  to h ave estab l ished i tself o n  the 
bra in  and Warwick McKean ret u rned forthwith to h i s  fam i ly in N ew Zealan d.  
There, as a last  rad ical atte m pt to amel i o rate the s ituat ion, h e  was o perated on 
and mirabile dictu given a reprieve. J ust before the operation,  and in v iew of 
the c i rcumstances, he was ordained to the pri esthood in St J o h n's (happi ly) 
Cathedral, Napier  by the B ishop of Waiapu on letters d i m i ssory from the B ishop 
of E ly. 

To everybody's su rprise and d e l i gh t, Warwick was ab le  to ret u rn to the 
Col lege for the Easter Term 198 5 ,  the l ast of  h i s ten u re as a Fe l l ow. Again ,  
though now very cons iderably weakened by the ravages of  h is  i l l n ess, h e  we nt  
about  h is bus iness with  q u iet  d i gn i ty and gentle h u mo u r, enj oyi n g  particu larly 
the view of the backs in May from h i s  rooms in N ew Cou rt. He was wel l  e n o u gh 
to preach the l ast serm on of the acad e m ic year at Evensong i n  J u n e  198 5 .* l t  
was a m e morable  a n d  m oving occas ion .  Thereafter Warwick returned t o  N ew 
Zealand and to a post at St J oh n's Cathed ral, Napie r. With i n  three m o nths h e  
had graciously conceded defeat a n d  h e  d i ed on September  1 3 ,  1985 ,  aged 44 . 
H i s  patience was an exam ple to us al l and h i s  defeat was a tri u m ph .  

A.A. Mac i n tosh 

• Cop ies of Warwick McKean's last serm on may be obta ined from the Chapel  
Cl erk on request. 

* * 

O b i tuaries of Frank Leqnard Engledow, who d i ed o n  3 J u ly 1985,  and of .�obert 
Les/ie How/and, who d i ed on 7 March 1986, w i l l  appear in next year's i ssue of 
The Eagle. 
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Sports 

LADY MARGARET BOAT CLUB 

Training for the 1985 May races began well at Tideway where a 1st/2nd Lent 
VIII composite crew finished 61 st overall. This crew, with the addition of John 
Garrett and Henrietta Shaw from the Blue boat, formed the 1st May VIII. 

The first two men's VII Is performed well at the Cambridge Regatta: the 1st 
VIII eventually lost by half a length to a Downing VIII full of University oarsmen, 
while the 2nd VIII lost the final of senior C to Selwyn, by a quarter of a length. 
Training for the bumps was disrupted when the 1st VIII stroke, William 
Budenberg, was found to have glandular fever nine days before the races. 
Crews were re-formed, but the edge had been lost, perhaps: the 1st VIII rowed 
over all four nights, while the 2nd VIII were caught by Magdalene, and they by 
Downing 11 after two days as Sandwich Boat. 

The Ladies 1 st IV consisted of two lightweights, Louise Makin and Fiona 
McAnena, and two Blues, Sue Heenan (President CUWBC) and judith Slater. 
This very strong crew missed their oars through crews bumping out in front of 
them on the second night. The 2nd and 3rd IVs both succeeded in moving up 
four places, firmly establishing LMBC in the ladies' races. 

Bow 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Str. 
Cox 

Bow 
2 
3 

Str. 
Cox 
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1st VIII 

S. D. Cameron 
R.j. Kollek 
S.J. DeVincent 
A. E. Tusting 
AT. Black 
R.M. Steeves 
P. D. Fraser 
j.L. Garrett 
Miss H.L. Shaw 

1st IV 

F. McAnena 
j.M. Slater 
S.D. Heenan 
P.L. Makin 
S.T. Bransfield 

1st VIII 
2nd VIII 
3rd VIII 
4th VIII 

2nd IV 

2nd VIII 

D. R. Shanks 
R.M. Kent 
K.V. Venter 
C.j. Atkin 
M.R.B. Alien 
j.P. Williamson 
F.G. Lucas 
P.D. Haines 
G.j. Collings 

3rd IV 

M. Holdsworth C.j. Sykes 
J.M. jones 
C.J. Boulton 
U.A. Reader 

N. Richards 
C.M.j. Harbour 
AL. Mclntyre 
D.j. Lamb 

rowed over 
down 2 
up 1 
down 4 

T.M. Mortimer, Esq. 

finished 4th 
18th 
27th 
46th 

5th VIII up 3 56th 
6th VIII up 3 58th 
7th VIII .down 6 75th 
8th VIII down 4 77th 
9th VIII up 3 85th 

1st IV up 3 23rd 
2nd IV up 4 53rd 
3rd IV up 4 58th 
4th IV up 2 65th 

1985 saw the arrival of a new Aylings VIII, which was used by the 1st MayVIII. 
The Karlisch was sold to the Pye Club on the Cam. 

A crew was put together for the Thames Cup at Henley, which beat Imperial 
College before losing to Kingston in the second round. The crew also won 
Senior C Class at Reading Town Regatta. 

The Michaelmas term opened with the following new officers: 

Captain 
Vice-Captain 
Secretary 
junior Treasurer 
Ladies' Captain 
Ladies' Vice-Captain 
Lower Boats 
Entertainments 

R.j. Kollck 
P. D. Fraser 
C.j. Atkin 
P.D. Haines 
Miss B.T. Rodgers 
Miss C.J. Sykes 
F.G. Lucas, Miss G.T. Bourne 
S.D. Cameron 

Five fours were produced for the University Fours: of these, the Light IV were 
beaten by Downing in the final, the Clinker IV lost to Jesus in the semi-final 
(after a dead-heat) and the 1st Shell IV won their event in impressive style. 

Bow 
2 
3 

Str. 

Light IV 

R.j. Kollek (steers) 
S. D. Cameron 
F.G. Lucas 
W.j. Buden�erg 

University Trials: 

j.M. Slater 
AM. Hyncica 
R.M. Steeves 
P.D. Fraser 

1st Shell IV 

W.G.V. Harcourt 
A. E. Tusting 
P. D. Fraser 
R.M. Steeves 

Cox AM. Hyncica 

President, CUWBC 
Cox, Blondie 
Goldie 
Trial Cap 

Training for the Fairbairn Races produced good results from the two 1st VII Is: 
the men finished 4th, the ladies 3rd. The men's 2nd VIII finished 22nd, while 
the 3 rd VIII won their pennant coming not far behind. 
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Bow 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

Str. 
Cox 

1st Men's VIII 

M.R.B. Alien 
W.G.V. Harcourt 
B.S. Henderson 
A.E. Tusting 
F.G. Lucas 
D.P. Bury 
R.J. Kollek 
S. D. Cameron 
P.D. Haines 

Ladies' VIII 

C. Boulton 
P. Weatherhead 
J. Sellen 
H. Wood (sub. C. Monte) 
C. Sykes 
N. Shanks 
B. Rodgers 
G. Bourne 
T. Mortimer, Esq. 

Ice on the Cam delayed the races by three days, but the novice regatta was 
unaffected. Five men's novice and three ladies' novice VII Is were put out, 
enthusiasm which paid off in 1986: 8 club Vllls trained (five men's, three 
ladies') and performed well in Cam regattas during the Lent Term. The Lent 
Bumps were postponed for a week because of ice on the river, and plague and 
pestilence again attacked the club: the first two men's VII Is had to have several 
substitutes and crew changes during the races. The 1st VIII coped well, going 
down to Caius on the first day, but recovering to bump Trinity Hall on the third 
day; the 2nd VIII was less fortunate, and with a different crew on each day 
slipped down four places to return to the 1985 start position. 

The ladies again performed excellently, with some unlucky bumps preventing 
the 1st and 3 rd VII Is from winning oars: the ladies 2nd VIII produced the goods, 
however. 

1st Men's VIII 1st Ladies' VIII 2nd Ladies VIII 

Bow W.G.V. Harcourt M. Shone J.J.-P. Oh 
2 B.S. H enderson CA. Monte H.M. Dignum 
3 D.P. Bury Cl. Boulton R.A.M. Lewis 
4 A. E. Tusting C.J. Sykes B.J. Dodson 
5 F.G. Lucas E.L. Howard V.L. Wood 
6 P.D. Fraser R.M. Jones A. Stapleton 
7 R.J. Kollek J.S. Hurst P.J. Smith 

Str. S. D. Cameron V.A. Goss C. Griffiths 
Cox Miss D.J. Lamb T.M. Mortimer, Esq. A.J. Lambert 

also: D.R. Shanks B.T. Rodgers 
W.J. Budenberg 

Men's 1st VIII down 1 /up 1 finished 8th 
2nd VIII down 4 19th 
3rd VIII up 2 34th 
4th VIII up 2/down 1 41st 
5th VIII down 1 /up 1 49th 

Ladies' 1st VIII up 3 12th 
2nd VIII up 4 32nd 
3rd VIII up 3 38th 
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Though nine places were gained in total, it was acutely disappointing that the 
rnen's 1st and 2nd Vlll's did not do themselves justice during the races, largely 
due to illness: 

C.J. Atkin 

HOCKEY CLUB 

Having lost nine players from last year's cuppers-winning XI, 1985-86 was 
going to prove a year for rebuilding. Without any current third years in the side 
rnuch of the responsibility for running the club lay with the second years. 

The Freshers' trial revealed half-a-dozen promising new players including a 
couple of postgraduates. This enabled the 1st XI to compete with some success 
in the inter-College league, finishing mid-table and forming a solid foundation 
for next year's side. 

St John's had only one Blue this season in T.E. Jackson, an Exeter University 
postgraduate reading for a PGC in education. He proved very helpful in 
coaching the cuppers side who had an exciting and unexpected run in the 
competition. The quarter-final was a tense affair with John's beating Jesus on 
penalties after drawing 2-2 in extra time. In the semi-final John's came up 
against a strong Magdalene team fielding 5 blues. After their best performance 
of the year John's conceded a penalty in extra time, and bowed out of the 
competition 3-2 to the eventual winners. 

Friendly matches went well in the first half of the season, culminating in the 
hotly contested match against St Bart's. Unfortunately after the Christmas break 
the weather forced us to cancel all remaining friendly fixtures. 

With resources stretched in the 1st XI, the 2nd XI not surprisingly struggled to 
maintain a respectable position in the league. However towards the end of the 
season the team's charismatic brand of hockey earned them a couple of well 
deserved victories and enabled them to finish the season with dignity. 

N.J. Gregory 

LADIES HOCKEY 

'When you have gained a victory, do not push it too far: 'tis sufficient to let the 
company and your adversa!Y see 'tis in your power but that you are too 
generous to make use of it' said Eustace Budgell (of whom you have probably 
never heard). John's Ladies Hockey Team took this advice to heart and were so 
thoroughly generous in the league that we dropped five places! I think the 
mistake lay in not gaining the victory first, but as we played most matches with 
eight instead of eleven players defeat was almost inevitable. At the same time 
those eight played wholeheartedly and with such enthusiasm that we won the 
respect of all our opponents (except Newnham!). In Cuppers the long wait due 
to snow was rewarded with exciting matches and a d  isplay of fine athleticism by 
our goalie Gillian Wilson. We lost in the quarter-finals to Girton but had a lot of 
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fun. Thanks to the team for a tremendous sense of humour (and I suppose commitment, loyalty, courage, etc. etc., but I'm not sure!!) and good luck for next season. 

Liz Miller 

ASSOCIATED FOOTBALL CLUB 

The 1985- 1986 season has been a difficult one for the club. Both the league 
and cuppers 1 st XI were weakened by the loss of important players; the intake of 
1st years was disappointing, the exceptions being Jonathan Thompson and 
Peter White who gained colours. Nevertheless the team finished in a 
respectable position in the league and, strengthened by the addition of Falcons 
Steve Bradley and Mark lsaacs and new Blues Captain Bob Girdlestone, enjoyed 
a cup run which was ended by St Catharine's at the quarter final stage. Oliver 
Paish, Jon Watson and Chris Mills, captains of the 2nd XI, 3rd XI and 4th XI all 
did a fine job on and off the pitch and deserve to be thanked for their efforts. 
Thanks also to the captain, Duncan Jubb, the secretary, Paul Marland and 
fixtures secretary, Mark King. The work of all these, plus that of the players has 
helped make this a satisfying and enjoyable season for the whole club. 

Paul Marland 

CRICKET CLUB 

The 1985 cricket season was typified by a mixture of unpredictable results in 
the friendly matches while a good cuppers run was eventually thwarted on the 
last ball of the season! 

The first match of the year saw the team off to a storming start with a 106 - run 
win over St Catharine's in which R. Rothwell contributed a useful 112. A number 
of indifferent games followed although captain M. Scott hit top form against 
Jesters C.C. with a graceful 116. Following this, the opposition were reeling at 
26 for 3 only for the match to be abandoned due to snow, a rather unexpected 
occurrence for 27 April. Following this, secretary Silvester struck a purple patch 
scoring 49, 105 Not Out and 58 in consecutive games, the century being scored 
in a good 7 wicket victory against Stowe Templers after the College had been set 
219 to win. An extremely entertaining game against Gents of Suffolk was finally 
lost by 28 runs despite a useful 72 by 0. Paish and the inspired captaincy and 
wicket-keeping of stand-ins, S. Munday and 5. Heginbotham. 

Cricket week started in explosive form as McDonnell, Scott and Sudell each 
scored half-centuries while setting Northants Amateurs a target of 233. The 
opposition in their desperate efforts to reach the target hospitalised Silvester 
and Nienow with broken digits before tieing the game off the last ball. Rain 
prevented the completion of any more cricket-week matches until the final 
game against the Old Johnians. In this game, Mike Brearley demonstrated 
perfectly the art of captaincy by tempting the College team to go for the target 
he had set and in doing so, winkling them out and winning by 4 runs. 
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In cupp.ers, Christ's and Fitzwilliam were comfortably disposed of with 
An drew scoring a fine half-century and Beard.36 Not Out taking his average to 
the three-figure mark. Against Pembroke, powerful innings of 97 and 54 by 
An drew and Rothwe11 respectively set up a 48 run victory which was followed by 
an exciting two-wicket victory in the final over against St Catharine's in the semi­
final. The final was against the local rivals, Magdalene. The opposition managed 
to scrape a lucky two-wicket victory off the last ball of the game to provide an 
exciting if rather disappointing end to a thoroughly enjoyable season. 

In conclusion, the team would like to thank Murray Scott and Steve Silvester 
for their efforts as captain and secretary and finally, and most importantly, Jim 
Williams, the Groundsman for his finely prepared wickets, and his wife for the 
delicious teas (surely the only reason to play cricket) . 

Pete Nienow 

LONG VACATIO N CRICKET, 1985 

April, literary tradition tells us, is the cruellest month, but in 1985 it was 
usurped, both meteorologically and sportingly, by July. Under the auspicious 
regard of Sir Geoffrey Midgeley, skipper and non-humorist inspiration of St 
John's College Long Vac. Cricket XI, a team of pseudo-academic, some would 
say dilettante, cricketing hopefuls donned their whites in anticipation of a 
glorious summer. 

Dropped catches, short runs and no-balls do not lend themselves easily to 
eulogies but we'll do our best. In our first game we skittled out the Liverpool 
Staff for a meagre 158. Fielding highlights ranged from the sublime to the 
ridiculous: a diving one-handed juggling catch (with half-somersault and pike) 
at second slip by Paul Craven was sharply contrasted with Steven Christopher's 
valiant but clumsy attempt to catch a gentle lob with his eye socket. Set a 
reasonable total, the St John's Team morale slumped as their early batsmen 
were terrified by the blistering pace of a left-handed fast bowler who ate stumps 
for breakfast. Eleven cricketing flies were swatted out. We came second. 

St Albans Clergy provided a different kind of challenge. They notched up a 
healthy score of 185 for 2, aided and abetted by our wily leg spinner, the Rev. 
Mark Jones, whose slow, flighty deliveries never quite landed. Six wizened 
tweakers of the ball provided the St Albans bowling spearhead and despite 
making a promising start, St John's drifted somewhat. After tea, Phi I Robertson, 
excited at the possibility of winning the game single-handedly, took his guard, 
counted the fields, memorised-their positions and promptly holed out to mid­
off. lt was left to Oliver Pinsent and Simon Chapman to bat out until opening 
time. 

The fourth week of the Long Vacation saw the departure of Paul Craven and 
the arrival of good, no-nonsense, cricket. Playing Trinity High Table, St John's 
accrued a massive total of 156, due largely to Jeremy Edward's marvellous 
example of text-book strokeplay. The smell of victory was therefore in the air 
when the team took to the field. Wickets tumbled steadily and with four avers 
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left, the game could have gone either way. lt was then that fate and ineptitude conspired to create one of those critical moments of cricketing history. Peter Linehan, captaif"!ing the team for the first time following a selection shake-up 
was caught unawares by a gentle lob to mid-off. Forgetting to take his hands out of his pockets he missed what was essentially a match-winning chance. Gary 
Haigh, the bowler, looking for his first five-wicket innings, smiled ruefully_ 
tragedy was not confined purely to Shakespearean drama. Ten balls later the 
match was lost, leaving only silence and thoughts of what could have been. 

Over the season, enough cricketing stories had been accumulated to last the 
team throughout the long, cold, dark winter, and the next, and the next. .. 

The Backs, May Week (S.C.R. Munday) 
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Paul Craven 
Gary Haigh 

College Notes 

Master: Professor Sir (Francis) Harry Hinsley, M.A., O.B.E., F.B.A. 
President: R.N. Perham, M.A., Ph.D., Sc.D., F.R.S. 
Senior Tutor: P. Goddard, M.A., Ph.D. 
Senior Bursar: C.M.P. Johnson, M.A., Ph.D. 
Deans: Rev. A.A. Macintosh, M.A., B.O. 

R.E. Glasscock, M.A., Ph.D. 
Junior Bursar: R.T.B. Langhorne, M.A. 
Steward: H.P. Hughes, M.A., Ph.D. 
Librarian: H. R. L. Beadle, M .A., Ph. D. 
Praelector: Professor P. H. Matthews, M.A., F.B.A. 

FELLOWSHIPS 

Elected into Title A Fellowships with tenure from 1 May 1986: 

REIN HARD DIESTEL of the University of Hamburg and Trinity College, for research in 
Pure Mathematics. 

HUGH RICHARD MATTHEWS, B.A., of St John's College, for research in Physiology. 

PAUL DAVI D TOWNSEN D, B.Sc., of the University of East Anglia and Churchill College, 
for research in Physics. 

JANET HILARY WOOD, B.Sc., of the University of Leicester and Gonville and Caius 
College, for research in Astronomy. 

Elected into a Title B Fellowship with tenure from 1 October 1985: 

PETER FORSTER KU NZLI K (B.A. Magdalene 1981, LL.M. Sidney Sussex 1982) and 
appointed a lecturer in Law. 

Elected into Title B Fellowships and appointed Lecturers in Economics from 1 October 
1986: 

LUCA ANDERLINI (Matric. Wolfson 1982). 

DEREK GASCOIGNE LESLIE (B.A. Oxford, M.A. Essex, Ph.D., Manchester). 

Elected into a Professorial Fellowship from 1 January 1986: 

Or D.G. CRIGHTON (B.A. 1964) Professor of Applied Mathematics, University of 
Leeds, has been elected into the Professorship of Applied Mathematics, University 
of Cambridge. 

Elected into Honorary Fellowships: 

His Excellency Sir BRYAN GEORGE CARTLEDGE, K.C.M.G. (B.A. 1954) H.M. Ambassador 
to the Soviet Union. 

The Right Honourable the Lord WILLIAM HUGH GRIFFITHS, M.C., P.C. (B.A. 1948) 
Lord of Appeal in Ordinary. 

Elected into a Commonwealth Fellowship for one year from 1 October 1986: 

TREVOR WILLIAM COLE (Ph.D., Kings 1971) B.E., Western Australia, Professor of 
Electrical Engineering, University of Sydney. 
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Elected into an Overseas Visiting Fellowship from 1 January to 30 September 1986: 

PETER ORLEBAR BISHOP, M. B., B.Sc. University of Sydney, F. R.S., Professor and former 
Head of Department of Physiology, Australian National University, Canberra. 

Elected into an Overseas Visiting Fellowship for one year from 1 October 1986: 

OLGA F. Ll NARES, B.A., Vassar, Ph. D., Harvard, Research Scientist in Anthropology, 
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, Balboa, Panama. 

Elected to Overseas Visiting Scholarships: 

CHANDRASE KERA MUDIYANSELAGE MADDUMA BANDARA, B.A., Ceylon, Ph.D., 
Associate Professor of Geography, University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka, for the 
academical year 1986- 87. 

JOHN CHARLES HARSANYI, Dr.Phil., Budapest, M.A. Sydney, Ph.D., Stanford, 
Professor of Economics, University of California, Berkeley, for the Michaelmas Term 
1986. 

IAN C HARLES JARVI E, B.Sc., Ph. D., London, Professor of Philosophy, York University, 
Toronto, for the Lent and Easter Terms 1987. 

Elected to Overseas Visiting Scholarships (European): 

ALEKSAN OR PELCZYNSKI, Professor of Mathematics, Polish Academy of Sciences, 
Warsaw, for the Michaelmas Term 1986. 

WOLFRAM K. KOCK, Deputy Director, lnstitut fOr Empirische literatur und Medien­
forschung, University of Seigen, for the Lent Term 1987. 

Elected to a Visiting Scholarship (United Kingdom) for the Lent and Easter Terms 1987: 

MICHAEL BERNARD COLLINS, B.Sc., CNAA. D.Phil., Sussex, Head of Department of 
Oceanography, University College, Swansea. 

Elected to the Kenneth Craik Research Award for 1985-86: 

Or HEINZ F.R. PRECHTL, Institute Ontwikkelings Neurologie, Groningen, Nether­
lands. 

Elected to a Harper-Wood Studentship for English poetry and literature for 1985- 86: 

Miss JEAN HANFF KORELITZ (B.A. Clare 1985) . 

AWARDS 

Birthday Honours 1985 

Knight Bachelor 

DAVI D ROXBEE COX (B.A. 1946) Professor of Statistics, Imperial College of Science and 
Technology, University of London. 

FRANCIS HARRY HINSLEY, O.B.E., F.B.A., (B.A. 1944) Master of the College, Professor of the 
History of International Relations. 

C. B. 

THOMAS STUART LEGG (B.A. 1958) Deputy Secretary, Lord Chancellor's Department. 

C. B. E. 

KENNETH HU RLSTON E JACKSON, F.B.A., F.S.A., Scot., F.R.S. E. (B.A. 1931) Honorary Fellow, 
Emeritus Professor of Celtic Languages, Literatures, History, and Antiquities, Edinburgh 
University. 
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QEREK GEORGE JACOBI (B.A. 1960) Actor. 

REGI NALD N ICQLA SIMEONE (B.A. 1947) Comptroller of Finance and Administration at the 
United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority. 

M. B. E. 

oAVI D LA WRI E RAFFLE (B.A. 1943) Chief Aerodynamicist at British Aerospace, Manchester. 

o.M. 

FREDERICK SANGER, C.H., C.B.E., F.R.S., Ph.D. (B.A. 1939) Honorary Fellow of King's 
College. 

K. C.M.G. 

BRYAN GEORGE CARTLEDGE (B.A. 1954) Honorary Fellow, Her Majesty's Ambassador to the 
Soviet Union. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Professor R.P. BAMBAH (Ph. D. 1950) former Fellow, is currently Vice-Chancellor of Pan jab 
University, Chandigarh, India. 

Mr B.A. BELL (B.A. 1981) is currently a Surveyor at the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center at 
Stanford University, Stanford, California, U.S.A. 

Mr D. R.J. Bl RD (B.A. 1960) formerly Headmaster of Dartford Grammar School, Kent, has been 
appointed Headmaster of Stockport Grammar School. 

The Rev. M.L.H. BOYNS (B.A. 1949) Rector of Melton, Diocese of St Edmundsbury and 
Ipswich, is to be Rector of Gerrans with St Anthony-in-Roseland, Diocese of Truro. 

Mr M.V. BRIGHT (B.A. 1959) has been appointed an associate lecturer in the Faculty of 
Clinical Medicine from 1 April 1986 for five years. 

Professor F.W. CAMPBELL, F.R.S. (M.A. Queens' 1953) Fellow, Professor of Neurosensory 
Physiology in the University, will receive the Honorary Degree of D.Sc. from the University 
of Glasgow in June 1986. 

Professor R.W. CARRELL, Ph.D., F.R.S.N.Z., F.R.C.A.P., M.R.C.P. (M.A. Darwin 1977) , former 
Commonwealth Fellow, Professor of Pathology, University of Otago, New Zealand, has 
been elected into the Professorship of Haematology in the University from 11 May 
1986. 

His Excellency SIR BRYAN (GEORGE) CARTLEDGE, K.C.M.G. (B.A. 1954) Honorary Fellow, 
formerly H.M. Ambassador to Hungary has been appointed H.M. Ambassador to the 
Soviet Union from July 1985. 

Sir HUGH CASSON, C.H., K.C.V.O., F.R.I.B.A. (B.A. 1932) Honorary Fellow, formerly 
President of the Royal Academy, will receive the Honorary Degree of Litt.D. from the 
University of Sheffield in July 1986. Sir Hugh exhibited a collection of fifty watercolours as 
part of the Arundel Festival 1985, held at the Arun Art Centre, Arundel, Sussex. The 
paintings were mostly of landscapes and buildings in Sussex. 

The Rev. Professor W.O. CHADWICK, O.M., K. B. E., D. D., F. B.A. (B.A. 1939) Honorary Fellow, 
former Master of Selwyn College, President of the British Academy, has been appointed 
Chancellor of the University of East Anglia. He was installed on 4 July 1985. Professor 
Chadwick will receive the Honorary Degree of LLD. from the University of Aberdeen in 
July 1986. 
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Mr S. B.j. C HANDLER (B.A. 1977) has become a partner of the firm of solicitors, Simpson Curtis 
& Co., Leeds. 

Mr C.R. CH I PPI N DALE (B.A. 197 3) has been elected to a Research Fellowship in Archaeology 
at Girton College from 1 October 1985. 

Mr D.J .A. CLI N ES (B.A. 1963) Reader in Biblical Studies, University of Sheffield was appointed 
to an ad hominem Professorship of Biblical Studies at the University of Sheffield in 1985. 
He has been elected a Visiting Fellow at St Edmund's House, Cambridge, for the Lent Term 

1986. 

Dr T. W. CLYN E (B.A. 197 3) University Lecturer in the Department of Metallurgy and Materials 
Science has been elected into a Fellowship at Downing College from 10 May 1985. 

Mr S. M. COLEMAN (B.A. 1985) has been awarded an Amy Mary Preston Read Scholarship for 
1985- 86. 

. 

Mr A.J. COLLIER (B.A. 1962) Chief Education Officer, Lancashire County Council, was 
appointed a member of the new Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education 
(CATE) in 1984) 

Mr S.A. CO LLI NI (B.A. Jesus 1969) former Fellow, has been appointed a University Assistant 
Lecturer in the Faculty of English from 1 October 1986 for three years. 

Professor C.J. CONSTABLE (B.A. 195 7) Director of the School of Management at the Cranfield 
Institute of Technology, Bedford, has been appointed Director General of the British 
Institute of Management. 

Mr J.A. COWAN (Matric 1983, B.Sc. Glasgow 1983) has been appointed a Fellow of 
Peterhouse for research in Chemistry from 1 October 1986. 

Canon N.H. CROWDER (B.A. 1948) Portsmouth Director of Religious Education and 
Residentiary Canon of Portsmouth Cathedral has been appointed Archdeacon of 
Portsmouth. 

Professor G. E. DANIEL, F. B.A. (B.A. 1935) Fellow, has been awarded an Emeritus Fellowship 
by the trustees of the Leverhulme Trust to complete a history of ideas and theories about 
megalithic monuments. 

Mr J.G.W. DAVIES, O.B.E. (B.A. 1933) former Fellow, former Secretary of the University 
Appointments Board and an executive Director of the Bank of England, has been 
appointed Presiden� of the Marylebone Cricket Club, from 1 October 1985. 

Or). DIGGLE, (B.A. 1965) Fellow of Queens' College and Orator of the University, has been 
elected a Fellow of the British Academy. 

Mr G. R. DREWERY (Matric. 1985) gave an organ recital in St George's Anglican Cathedral in 
Jerusalem on Christmas Day 1985. 

Mr O.C. DUNN, F.R.C.S. (B.A. 1960) Fellow and Director of Studies in Medicine, has been 
appointed an Associate Lecturer in the Faculty of Clinical Medicine from 1 April1986 for 
five years. 

Mr R.J. DUNN (B.A. 1965) has been appointed Managing Director of Thames Television. 

The Rev. Professor J.A. EMERTON, D.D., F.B.A. (M.A. incorp. 1955) Fellow, has been 
appointed Visiting Professor of the Old Testament at the United Theological College, 
Bangalore, South India, for the Lent Term 1986. Professor Emerton has been nominated to 
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preach at the Meres Commemoration in St Bene't's Church on 22 April 1986. 

Mr J. ERIC KSON. (B.A. 1952) Professor of Politics at rhe University of Edinburgh, has been 

elected a Fellow of the British Academy. 

Dr C.J. FOWLER (B.A. 1975), has been appointed Visiting Professor in Human Biochemical 

Pharmacology, University of Umea, Sweden. 

Mr S. E. Cl BBS, M.Soc. Se., M. R.T. P.l. (B.A. 1970) has been appointed to the Departments of 

the Environment and of Transport as a Housing and Planning Inspector from May 

1985. 

Dr R.M. GOODY (B.A. 1942) former Fellow, Cordon McKay Professor of Applied Physics, 

Harvard University, U .S.A., has been elected a Visiting Fellow at Wolfson College, Oxford, 

for the Trinity Term 1986. 

Sir (WI LLIAM) HUGH CRI FFITHS, M.C., Q.C. (B.A. 1948) Judge of the High Court of justice, 

Queens' Bench Division, has been appointed a Lord of Appeal in Ordinary. Sir Hugh has 

been gazetted by the style and title of Baron Griffiths of Govilon in the County of 

Gwent. 

Mr K.J. GUMMERY, A.C.M.A. (B.A. 1974) has been appointed a partner at the Cambridge 

office of the Chartered Accountants, Spicer and Pegler. 

Mr R.J. HARD I E, M. D. (B.A. 1975) has been awarded the Raymond Horton-Smith Prize 1984-
85. 

Or P.C. HARE (B.A. 1967) Reader in Economics, Stirling University, Scotland, has been 
appointed Professor of Economics, Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh. 

Mr R.j. HARRIS (B.A. 1984) has been awarded a Gerald Moody award by Gray's Inn for 1984-
85. 

Or T.O. HAWKINS (M.A. 1977) has been reappointed Associate Lecturer in the Faculty of 

Clinical Medicine from 1 May 1986 to the retiring age. 

Professor W. K. HAYMAN, F. R.S. (B.A. 1946) former Fellow, Emeritus Professor of Pure 

Mathematics at Imperial College, London, has been appointed to a chair in Pure 

Mathematics at the University of York for five years from October 1986. 

Mr M.). H EIG HTON (B.A. 1968) formerly Development Officer for the Merseyside Maritime 
Museum has been appointed Director of the Arts in Bristol. 

Professor R. HELD, Professor of Experimental Psychology, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and holder of the Kenneth Craik Research Award for 1985 delivered a lecture 
entitled Cyclops Redivivus: the development of binocularity in infants on 15 May 1985, in 
the Physiological Laboratory, University of Cambridge. 

Mr P.B. HETHERINGTON (B.A. 1953) has been appointed Deputy Secretary General, 
Commonwealth Awards and Appointments, from 1 August 1985. 

Professor R.A. HINDE, Se. D., F.R.S. (B.A. 1947) Fellow, has been elected an Honorary Fellow 
of Balliol College, Oxford. 

Professor Sir (FRANCIS) HARRY HINSLEY, O.B.E., F.B.A. (B.A. 1944) Master, gave the 14th 
annual Clayesmore Lecture at Clayesmore School, lwerne Minster, Blandford, on 8 March 
1985, on 'Allied Intelligence in the Second World War'. 
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Dr G.A. HOLMES (B.A. 1948) former Fellow and now Fellow of St Catherine's College, 
Oxford, has been elected a Fellow of the British Academy. 

Dr G.C. HORROCKS (B.A. Downing 1972) Fellow, has been reappointed a University Lecturer in the Faculty of Classics from 1 October 1986 to the retiring age. 

Dr H. P. H UGH ES (M .A. Caius 197 4) Fellow, has been reappointed a University Lecturer in the Department of Physics from 1 October 1986 to the retiring age. 

Professor F. I ACO SUCCI (LL. B. 1964) Vice-President and Provost of Toronto University, Canada, has been appointed Deputy Minister of Justice for Canada from 1 October 198S. 

Mr M.G. St. A JACKSON (B.A. 1981) has been awarded a Steel Theological Studentship for 
1984-8S. 

Dr K.J. JEFFERY (B.A. 1974) lecturer in the Northern Ireland Polytechnic, Belfast, has been 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society 198S. 

Mr M.H. JOHNSON(B.A. 198S) has been awarded The Mark Gregson Prize 198S. 

Mr C. I. M. JON ES (B.A. 19S8) Headmaster of Bedford School, has been appointed Director of 
Studies at Britannia Royal Naval College, Dartmouth, from S August 1986. 

Mr G.j. )ONES (B.A. 1957) has been appointed a Circuit judge 1985. 

The Rev. P. R. JO N ES (B.A. 1971) has been appointed Vicar of Conwy (Conway) with Gyffin in 
the Diocese of Bangor. 

Mr T. D. LAMB (Ph. D. Darwin 197 5) former Fellow, University Lecturer in the Department of 
Physiology, has been elected an Official Fellow of Darwin College from 6 May 1985. 

Mr R.T.B. LANGHORNE (B.A. 1962), Fellow and Junior Bursar, was appointed Visiting 
Professor, School of International Relations, University of Southern California, Los Angeles 
from 1 January to 1 April1986. 

Professor R.A. B. LEA PER, C. B. E. (B.A. 1949), Professor of Social Administration, University of 
Exeter, has been reappointed Chairman of the Centre for Policy on Ageing Advisory 
Council, and also Regional Chairman of the Manpower Services Commission. 

Mr T.S. LEGG, C. B. (B.A. 1958) of the Lord Chancellor's Department, has been appointed a 
member of the Judicial Studies Board from 1 October 1985. Mr Legg has also been 
appointed Deputy Clerk of the Crown in Chancery. 

Dr P.A. Ll N EHAN (B.A. 1964) Fellow, was the winner of the Antiquary Prize Essay Competition 
1985 at the University of Edinburgh with an essay entitled 'The Toledo Forgeries'. 

Dr LT. LITTLE (B.A. 1964) Lecturer in Electronics at the University of Kent, Canterbury, has 
been promoted to a Senior Lectureship from 1 October 1985. 

Mr A LORD, C. B. (B.A. 1950) former Second Permanent Secretary in the Treasury and Group 
Managing Director of Dunlop Holdings, group, has been appointed Chief Executive and 
Deputy Chairman of Lloyd's Insurance Market. Mr Lord gave the seventh Johnian Society 
Lecture entitled 'Earning an industrial living' on 14 November 1985 in the Divinity 
School. 

Professor P.H. MATTHEWS (B.A.1957) Fellow, Professor of Linguistics in the University, has 
been elected a Fellow of the British Academy. 
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Mr J.W. MILLER, C.B.E., F.R.C.P. (B.A. 1956) Honorary Fellow, will receive the Honorary 
Degree of D. Litt. from the University of St Andrews, Fife, Scotland, in July 1986. 

professor S.F.C. MILSOM, F.B.A. (B.A..Trinity 1944) Fellow, Professor of International Law in 
the University, has been appointed a Queen's Counsel 1985. 

Mr D.l. MORGAN (B.A.1953) Vice-Principal of W.R. Tuson College, Preston, Lancashire, has 
· 

been elected senior Vice-President of the National Union of Teachers. 

Mr C. P.J. MORRIS (B.A. 1977) has been appointed Far East Marketing Manager for Overseas 
Containers (U K) Ltd. 

The Rt. Hon. SIR MICHAEL JOHN MU STILL, P.C. (B.A. 1954) Lord justice of Appeal has been 
appointed Chairman of the Judicial Studies Board from 1 October 1985. 

Dr B. G. NEW MAN (B.A. 1947) of McGill University, has been elected Vice-President of the 
Academy of Sciences of the Royal Society of Canada for 1985-6. 

Mr R.J. NEWTON (B.A. 1950) Fellow and Bursar of Trinity Hall, Non-Executive Chairman of 
Sketchley, has been appointed Non-Executive Director of the National and Provincial 
Building Society 1985. 

Miss M.M. O'CALLAGHAN (Matric. 1981, B.A. Univ. College, Dublin) Laski Research Student, 
has been elected into a Research Fellowship at Sidney Sussex College from October 

1986. 

Dr D.l. OLIVE (B.A. 1960) former Fellow of Churchill College, Reader in Theoretical Physics at 
the Imperial College of Science and Technology, University of London, has been 
appointed Professor of Theoretical Physics at the Imperial College from 1 October 

1984. 

Dr R.N. PER HAM, F. R.S. (B.A. 1961) President, has been appointed Head of the Department 
of Biochemistry from 1 October 1985 for five years. 

Dr AN. PORTER (B.A. 1967) Lecturer in History at King's College, London, has been 
appointed Reader. 

Mr M.H.N. PORTER (B.A. 1984) has been awarded an Inner Temple Scholarship. 

Professor A C. RENFREW, Se. D., F. B.A. (B.A. 1961) Fellow, has been elected into the 
Mastership of Jesus College from 1 October 1986. 

Mr M. E. RICHARDSON (B.A. 1963) Director of the Centre for Continuing Education, Open 
University, has been appointed Open University Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Continuing 
Education). 

Dr L.C.G. ROGERS (B.A. 1975) has been appointed a Lecturer in the Department of Pure 
Mathematics and Mathematical Statistics from 1 September 1985 for three years. 

Professor A SA LAM, Ph. D., F. R.S. (B.A. 1948) Honorary Fellow, Professor of Theoretical 
Physics at the Imperial College of Science and Technology, University of London, has been 
elected an Honorary Fellow of the Institute of Physics. Professor Salam will receive the 
Honorary Degree of D.Sc. from the University of Glasgow in June 1986. 

Dr G.R. SAMPSON (B.A. 1965) has been elected to the Professorship of Linguistics at the 
University of Leeds from 1 January 1985. 

Professor Z.A SI LBERSTON (B.A Jesus 1943) former Fellow, Professor of Economics, Imperial 
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College of Science and Technology, University of London, has been appointed a member 
of the Royal Commission on Environmental Pollution. 

Dr M.S. SILK (B.A 1964) former Fellow, Lecturer in Classics at King;s College, London, has 
been appointed Reader. 

Mr A.P. SPARKS (B.A. 1953) was installed Master of the Worshipful Company of Grocers on 17 
july 1985. 

The Rt. Hon. Lord TEMPLEMAN, P.C., M. B. E. (Sydney William Templeman) (B.A. 1941) Lord of 
Appeal in Ordinary, Hon. Fellow, has been elected Deputy Treasurer of the Middle 
Temple. 

Dr F. T HISTLETHWAITE, C. B. E., L.H.D., F.R.Hist.S., (B.A. 1938) Honorary Fellow, Former Vice­
Chancellor of the University of East Anglia, has been elected an Honorary Fellow of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 'for patronage of architecture'. 

Mr E.A. T HOMAS (B.A. 1970) has been appointed a High Court judge in Sierra Leone, with 
duties in the Civil Division of the High Court in Freetown, from 1 April 1985. 

Dr R. P. TOMBS (B.A. Trinity Hall 1971) Fellow, has been appointed Lecturer in the Faculty of 
History from 1 October 1986 for three years. 

MR j.T. VALLANCE (B.A. 1982) has been elected into a research fellowship at Gonville and 
Caius College. 

The Rev. T. K. V IV IAN (B.A. 1948) formerly Headmaster of Lucton School, Leominster, 
Diocese of Hereford, has been appointed to be Priest-in-Charge of Chew Stoke with 
Nempnett Thrubwell and Norton Maireward, Diocese of Bath and Wells. 

Mr M.A. WALL (B.A. 1984) has been awarded a major scholarship by Lincoln's Inn. 

Mr T.M. W HITELAW (B.A 1983) Fellow, has been appointed University Assistant Lecturer in 
the Department of Archaeology from 1 January 1986 for three years. 

Dr D.G. D. Wl G HT (B.A. Caius 1960), Fellow, has been reappointed Associate Lecturer in the 
Department of Pathology 'B', Faculty of Biology, from 1 January 1986 for five years. 

Professor G.L. WILLIAMS (B.A. 1959) of the University of London Institute of Education, has 
been appointed Chairman of the Society for Research into Higher Education from 1 
January 1986. 

Sir DAVID (MACKENZIE) WILSON, F.B.A., F.S.A., Litt.D. (B.A. 1953) Honorary Fellow, 
Director of the British Museum, is to receive an Honorary Degree from the University of 
Nottingham. 

MARRIAGES 

MICHAEL WILLIAM ANDERSON (Ph.D.1985) to MARIA TERESA LOPEZ (Matric. 1981) on 28 
December 1985, in the College Chapel, following a civil ceremony. 

MICHAEL FRAN K AYfON (B.A. 1979) of Brighton to E. Gay Wailer of Ulting, Essex, on 5 
October 1985. 

ROGER JOHN NIMMO BOOTH (B.A.1958) to Pauline, Lady Castlemain, on 28 September 
1985, at Leyburn Register Office. 
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DAVI D HASTINGS KERR C HALMERS (B.A. 1976) to Ruth Vi vi en Turner of Ipswich Hospital, 
Ipswich, on 13 July 1985, in the College Chapel.. 

STEVEN )OH N MITH EN (Matric. 1984, B.A. Sheffield 1983) to Susan Mary Orton, of 
Cambridge, on 25 May 1985, in the College Chapel. 

ANTHONY ALEXANDER NIX ON (B.A. 1978) to Lydia )osephine Barnes (B.A. Lucy Cavendish 
1983) on 11 May 1985, in Chichester Cathedral. 

BRIAN HENRY PIKE (B.A. 1980) to )UDITH ELIZABETH BRADDOCK (Matric. 1982, B.A. 
Durham 1982) on 6 July 1985, in the College Chapel. 

CHARLES ANTONY POTI (B.A. 1983) to jacqueline Parr, of Bolton, Lancashire, on 27 July 
1985, in the College Chapel. 

JOHN TABER VALLANCE (B.A. 1982) to CATHERINE )ULIE DU PELOUX MENAGE (Matric. 
1982) on 21 December 1985 in the College Chapel, following a civil ceremony. 

DEATHS 

ABDUL AZIZ BIN YAHAYA, A.M.A. (B.A. 1964) a Company Secretary, died 23 July 1985. 

JAMES DALLAWAY BANKS (B.A. 1938) formerly of the Indian Civil Service and late Secretary 
to the Board of Governors of King's College Hospital, London, died 17 October 1985. 

KEN N ETH CHARLES BANKS (B.A. 1930) formerly a Director of the Engineering Employers 
London Association. He was a local Councillor and also worked for the preservation of 
Parish Churches, died 4 January 1986. 

j EAN-BERTRAN D MAR I E BARRERE (M .A. 1954) Fellow, Emeritus Professor of French 
Literature in the University, died 16 October 1985. 

RALP H NORMAN BOND, C.M.G., O.B.E. (B.A. 1922) formerly Permanent Secretary, Ministry 
of Posts and Broadcasting, Ceylon, died 6 August 1984. 

RICHARD N EVI LLE BROOME, O.B.E., M.C. (B.A. 1930) formerly of the Malayan Civil Service, 
died 13 January 1986. 

ALEXANDER CARNEGIE BROWN, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. (B.A.1921) formerly a general practitioner in 
Ripon, Yorkshire, died 13 March 1985. (Rugby Blue 1920 and 1921 ). 

JOHN LINDSAY BRYAN, M.C. (B.A. 1921) formerly Master at St Andrew's School, Eastbourne, 
died 23 Apri11985. (Cricket Blue 1921). 

HENRY GALE STEWART BURKITI (B.A. 1935) formerly Lieutenant-Colonel in The Dogra 
Regiment of the Indian Army, died 13 December 1985. 

AU BREY FREDERIC BU RSTALL (Ph. D. 1925) Emeritus Professor of Mechanical Engineering, 
University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, died June 1984. 

JOHN CHIVERS (B.A. 1948) Chairman of Chivers Farms, lmpington Hall, lmpington, 
Cambridge, died 14 July 1985. 

DESMON D FREDERIC K AU BREY CLARKE (B.A. 1920) died March 1984. 

The Rev. Canon ERNEST OLDHAM CONNELL (B.A. 1925) former Non-Stipendiary Priest, 
Scottish Episcopal Church, died 16 March 1986. 
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ROBERT lAMES PRESTON CRI BB (B.A. 1947} died 25 January 1986. 

JOHN WALLIS CRI�HTON (B.A. 1949} died 13 February 1982. 

EDWARD ELLIOTI DAWSON (B.A. 1955} Lecturer in the Department of Philosophy, 
University of Manchester, died January 1983. 

Wl LLIAM FELl X EBERLI E, L. R.C. P. (B.A. 1913} formerly Honorary Surgeon, Luton and 
Dunstable Hospital, died 16 February 1986. 

ALFRED EDEN, Ph. D., F.R.I.C., I.S.O. (B.A. 1933} formerly a Senior Science Specialist in the 
Agricultural Development Advisory Service, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 
died 14 April 1986. 

ALAN JOHN ELEY, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.M.R.D., (B.A. 1926} Medical Director of the Mass 
Radiotherapy Unit, died 3 July 1985. 

Sir FRANK LEONARD ENGLEDOW, C.M.G., F.R.S. (B.A. 1913} Fellow, Emeritus Drapers' 
Professor of Agriculture, Trustee of the Nuffield Foundation, died 3 July 1985. 

BASIL FRANC IS N ICHOLAS FITZH ERBERT, 14th Baron Stafford (Matric. 1949} formerly a local 
director of Barclays Bank (Birmingham} and President of the Staffordshire County 
Landowners' Association, died 8 January 1986. 

ROBERT CHARLES FULLER, former Head Porter of the College, died 6 April 1986. 

Wl LLIAM ROY GENDERS (Matric. 1932} author of many books on gardening and cricket. 
Played cricket for Worcestershire. Presented with the Heritage Award for restoring 
Northborough Manor, Cambridgeshire. Died 28 September 1985. 

REGI NALD THOMAS Cl LCH RIST (B.A 1930} formerly a solicitor with the firm Renshaw, 
Gilchrist & Co., Fleetwood, Lancashire, died 19 March 1985. 

GERALD GU NSON (B.A. 1948}, died March 1984. 

NICHOLAS KING HARRIS (B.A. 1943} formerly Headmaster, St Christopher School, 
Letchworth, died in 1980 as the result of an accident. 

ROBERT LESLIE HOWLAND (B.A. 1928} Fellow and former President, former Warden of 
Madingley Hall, died 7 March 1986. (Athletics Blue: Weight, 1925- 28}. 

JOHN BAPTY IVES (B.A. 1924} formerly a woollen manufacturer, died 19 January 1985. 

RICHARD HOYLE JACKSON, T.D. (B.A. 1930} a former member of Wrigley, Claydon and 
Armstrongs, Solicitors, of Oldham, Lancashire, died 1 July 1985. 

MERLIN HYWELL )ONES (B.A. 1930) died 24 February 1985. 

PETER WARING JOWETI, M.B.E., F.C.A. (B.A. 1953} a former partner in the firm of Price 
Waterhouse & Co., died 1 2 March 1986. 

ALLWYN CHARLES KEYS (B.A. New Zealand 1927} former Commonwealth Fellow, Emeritus 
Professor of French and Romance Philology, University of Auckland, New Zealand, died 
23 March 1986. 

JOHN COWLEY BRITION KIMBER (B.A. 1931} died 25 April 1985. 
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The Rev. ERNEST WILLIAM LANGTON (B.A. 1944} a former Master at the College Choir 
School and former Rector of Brandesburton, Yorkshire, died 2 March 1986. 

RONALD JAMES LEES, CB. (B.A. 1939} former Director of the Royal Signals and Radar 
Establishment, Malvern, Worcestershire, died 8 November 1985. 

GANESH SAKHARAM MAHAjANI, Ph.D., (B.A. 1924) Honorary Fellow, formerly Vice­
Chancellor, Delhi University and first Vice-Chancellor of the University of Udaipur, 
Rajasthan, India, died 26 July 1984. 

FRANCIS HOWARD McCAY, M.D. (B.A. 1926) formerly Medical Adviser, British High 
Commission, Calcutta, and formerly Chief Medical Officer, India Tobacco Group of 
Companies, died 28 j une 1985. 

ROBERT BILLO MciNTYRE (B.A. 1938) died 23 September 1985. 

Wl LLIAM ARCH I BALD MACFADYEN, Ph. D., Se. D., (B.A. 191 7) formerly Geologist to the 
Government of Iraq, died 16 June 1985. 

The Rev. WARWICK ALEXANDER McKEAN (Ph.D. inc. 1976) Fellow, University Lecturer in 
Law, died in Napier, New Zealand, 13 September 1985. 

The Hon. NORMAN ARCHIBALD MacRAE MacKENZIE, C.C. (Canada), C.M.G., MM., Q.C. 
(Matric 1924) Honorary Fellow, formerly Professor of International Law, University of 
Colombia, Vancouver, Canada and formerly a member of The Senate of Canada, died 26 
January 1986. 

ARCH I BALD SHAW MACLAREN, C. En g., F.I.C.E. (B.A. 1924) a Chartered Civil Engineer, died 
21 March 1986. 

FRANK HAVELOCK MARCH BANK (B.A. 1926) formerly Headmaster of Mowden Hall School, 
Stocksfield, Northumberland, died 12 July 1985. 

The Rev. JOHN HARRY NORRIS (B.A. 1925) formerly Vicar of St John the Evangelist, Lund, 
Lancashire, died 27 February 1984. 

SOLOMON EDMUND ODAMTIEN (B.A. 1957) Head of the Ghana National Blood 
Transfusion Service, died 16 January 1985. 

CHARLES BREWSTER O'MAI LLE OWEN (B.A. 1928) formerly a Master at Malvern College, 
died on 20 April 1985. 

lAMES RAYMOND OWEN, O.B.E. (B.A. 1931) formerly Obstetrician Gynaecologist to the 
Rugby Group of Hospitals. Team manager to the England Commonwealth Games teams in 
1958 and 1962 and to the Great Britain Olympic teams in 1960 and 1964. Coach of the 
Lady Margaret Boat Club and of the Cambridge University Boat Race Crews 1951-1967. 
Died 15 December 1985. 

ALFRED LESLI E PAYN E (B.A. 1923) formerly Housemaster, School House, Bishops College, 
Cape Town, South Africa, died 4 January 1985. 

WILFRED PREST, C.B.E. (B.A., Leeds 1928) former Commonwealth Fellow, Emeritus Truby 
Williams Professor of Economics, Melbourne University, Australia, died 14 August 
1985. 

JOSEPH HENRY PRESTON, C.Eng., F.R.Ae.S., Ph.D.(Lond.) (M.A. 1946) former Reader in 
Aeronautics, University of Cambridge and Emeritus Professor of Fluid Mechanics, 
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University of Liverpool, died 28 July 1985. 

HAROLD ]OH N PYE (B.A. 1923) the last surviving partner of the original W.G. Pye and 
Company, Camb.ridge, died 20 January 1986. 

His Honour judge (RICHARD) GERAI NT REES (B.A. 1931) a Circuit judge, formerly Deputy 
Chairman, Inner London Sessions, died 27 March 1986. 

GEOFFREY CHRISTIAN RICHARDSON, C. B. E., (B.A. 1932) former Secretary of the Metropolitan 
Police, died 1 July 1985. 

THOMAS GERALD ROOM, Sc.D., F.R.S. (B.A. 1923) former Fellow, Emeritus Professor of 
Mathematics, University of Sydney, Australia, died 2 April 1986. 

EDWARD MICHAEL ROSE, C.M.G. (B.A. 1935) former Ambassador to the Congo, former 
Deputy Secretary, Cabinet Office, former Fellow, Center for International Affairs, Harvard 
University, U.S.A., died 25 March 1986. 

Sir MARTIN PEARSON ROSEYEARE (B.A. 1921) Honorary Fellow, former Senior Chief 
Inspector of Schools in the Ministry of Education, and designer of the ration book used 
during the 1939-45 War, died in Mzuzu, Malawi, 30 March 1985. 

DONALD MURRAY ROSS, F.R.S.C. (Ph. D. 1941) former Dean of the Science Faculty at the 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, Canada, died 13 February 1986. 

Sir HAROLD GEORGE SANDERS, Ph.D., F. R.Ag.S. (B.A. 1920) former Fellow, Emeritus 
Professor of Agriculture, Reading University, Chief Scientific Adviser (Agriculture) to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, died 7 October 1985. 

JOHN GREEN LEES SEMPLE (B.A. 1927) former Fellow, Emeritus Professor of Mathematics, 
King's College, London, died 23 October 1985. 

ELLIS HAY SMOUHA (B.A. 1928) died 15 January 1986. 

JAMES DONALD SPENCE (B.A. 1928) died 26 january 1986. 

EDWARD STAMP, F.C.A. (B.A. 1950) Professor and Director of the International Centre for 
Research in Accounting, University of Lancaster, died 10 January 1986. 

IAN DAY ID STUART, C. A (B.A. 1949) former Secretary and Treasurer, Representative Church 
Council, Episcopal Church in Scotland, died 15 February 1985. 

MICHAEL ALEXANDER TACHMINDJI (B.A. 1928) died 22 November 1985. 

AN DREW ROLAND BEN EDICK THOMAS (B.A. 1926) formerly Housemaster and Mathematics 
Master a

·
t Blundell's School, Tiverton, died 16 May 1985. 

TREVOR CAWDER THOMAS, Hon.LL.D., Hon. F.D.S.R.C.S. (B.A. Trinity Hall 1938) former 
Fellow and Senior Bursar, Hon. Fellow of Trinity Hall, Hon. Fellow of Darwin College, 
former Vice-Chancellor, U niitersity of Liverpool, died 2 October 1985. 

BRIAN EDMUND ALLEN VIGERS, F.I.C.E. (B.A. 1922) Civil Engineer with B. Laporte Ltd., 
Chemical Manufacturers, Luton, died 5 February 1986. 

HENRY HILGARD VILLARD, (B.A. 1934) died 28 December 1983. 

BRIAN MACKENZIE WEBSTER (B.A. 1961) died 22 June 1985. 
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cOLEMAN SHALER WILLIAMS (B.A. 1929) died August 1985. 

oAVID WILLIAMSON (B.A.1970) died in a road accident 5 August 1983. 

GO RDO N Wl LSON (B.A. 1929) formerly of the Institute of Administration, Zaria, Northern 

Nigeria, died 20 September 1985. 
· 

IAN HUME WILSON (B.A. 1948) died 27 February 1986. 

Obituaries of Frank Leonard Engledow, who died on 3 July 1985, and of Robert Leslie 

Howl and, who died on 7 March 1986, will appear in next year's issue of The Eagle. 

GIFTS TO THE COLLEGE 

During the past year the College has received gifts from the following American Friends of 

Cambridge University: 

To the Research Grants Fund 

Dr Bruce W. Jackson. 

To the Overseas Scholarships Fund 

Mr Harold C. Cannon, Mr Sanford Thomas Colb, Professor E. C. B. Haii-Craggs, Dr Alien W. 

Hancock, Mr Milan L. Hauner, Professor Kenneth R. Maxwell, Dr H. Steffen Peiser, Mr Roger 

N. Radford, Mr Richard K. Roeder, Dr Derek P. Stables. 

To the Tutors' Praeter Fund 

Professor Robert Z. Aliber, Dr Jeffrey D. Bern hard, Mr John G.N. Braithwaite, Professor G. 

Calabresi, Dr R. lan Harker, Mr Andrew M. Hay, Professor John L. Howarth, Mr D. Lloyd 

Macdonald, Dr james M. MacNish, Mr Leslie S. Mayne, Mr Richard A. Radford, Mr Martin B. C. 

Simpson, Dr Rodney Vaughan. 

To the Choir Music Tuition Fund 

Professor Paul E. Nelson. 

To the McMahon law Studentship Supplementary Fund 

Professor Kevin H. Tierney. 

During 1984-85 the college received notice of the following gifts and bequests: 

Dr Boys Smith gave 1,000 books from his library. 

Mrs K. Walker, The New Bungalow, Foundry Lane, Ringstead, Norfolk, gave to the Library 

a copy of an Ackermann print of Second Court. 

Dr j. Sparrow (formerly Warden of All Souls College, Oxford) gave to the Library his 

collection of works by and about Samuel Parr (M.A. 1772 Lit. Reg. LL. D. 1781 ). 

Dr F. Kidd (Fellow 1913-19 and 1950- 59) and his wife Mrs M. N. Kidd each bequeathed 

£500 to which no special conditions were attached. The bequests have been added to the 

General Bequests Fund. 

103 



Professor jeffreys gave £1,050 to mark the 70th anniversary of his election as a Fellow, a 
contribution to the Tutors' Praeter Fund 'to be used to help any graduate or undergraduate 
student in financial difficulty, preference being given to those students coming frorn 
Northumbria or from overseas'. 

Mrs D. Chalmers gave £500 in memory of the late Dr T.M. Chalmers (Fellow 1966-84) 'to 
be used at the discretion of the College, but preference being given to help any overseas 
student in financial difficulty'. The gift has been added to the Tutors' Praeter Fund. 

Mrs D.H. Perret (widow of the late Mr C.j . Perret, M.A. 1953) gave £2, 000 and, in 
accordance with Mrs Perret's wishes, the income from the fund will be used to award travel 
exhibitions to students studying biological sciences. 

An additional gift of £109 was received from former geographers, to be credited to the 
B.H. Farmer Fund. 

The late Mr R.K.j. Haslam, formerly of 4 Priory Road, Snape, Suffolk, bequeathed to the 
Library a copy of the Geneva Bible (1587). 

Mr and Mrs H. Gregson, parents of the late M.S. Gregson (B.A. 1980) gave £20 to 
establish a Fund to be used for the eventual replacement of the crab apple tree planted 
beside the bin brook, on the west side, near the Iron Bridge, in memory of their son. 

Mrs Dirac (widow of the late Professor P.A. M. Dirac, Fellow 1927 - 84), in accordance with 
Professor Dirac's wishes, gave his Nobel Prize medal. 
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. APPEALS 

The following contributions were received during 1984- 85: 

Second and Third Court restoration 
johnian Society Travel Exhibitions 
Johnian Society Lecture 
McMahon Supplementary Fund 

Covenants 
plus tax 

recovered 
£ 

24 
36 
74 

6,021 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

johnian Society Golf Meeting 

Donations 
£ 

1 
22 

2,626 

Expected 
final 

result 
£ 

153,955 
6,650 
2, 750 

39,490 

The next meeting will be held on Friday 25 July ·1986 at the John O'Gaunt Golf Club, Sandy, 
Bedfordshire. Accommodation for those attending can be provided by the College. Would 
interested members not on the mailing list please contact j udge David Roberts, 4 Greville 
Drive, Birmingham, B15 2UU. 

THE CAMBRIDGE SOCIE1Y 

The Cambridge Society exists to provide members with a fuller understanding of 
developments in and problems facing the University and thus seeks to mobilise support for 
Cambridge. Further information may be obtained from the Secretary, 4 Parson's Court, 
Cambridge, CB2 3QE. The Secretaries of the local groups listed below would be glad to 
welcome new members. 

Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire - R.C. Shrimplin, Little Orchard, 3a Hollybush Lane, 
Harpenden, Herts., AL5 4AL. 

Birmingham- C. D. Tyler, Wragge & Co., Bank House, 8 Cherry Street, Birmingham, B2 5)Y. 
Tel. 021 632 4131 home 021 449 4254. 

Essex- j. D. Short, Homecroft, Chapel Lane, West Bergholt, Colchester, C06 3 EF. 

Cumbria - Commander j.E. Taylor, OBE, Sinder Hill, Finsthwaite, Ulverston, Cumbria. 
Tel. Newby Bridge 316655. 
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Derbyshire - R. Stables, 16 Kingscroft, Al lestree, Derby, DE3 2 FN. Tel. 0332 558919. 

Devon - E.A. Probert, 6 Barnfield Crescent, Exeter, EX1 1 RC. 

Dorset- Mrs B.S. Knowles, 2A Laurel Drive, Broadstone, Dorset, BA18 8Lj .  
Tel. Broadstone 696935. 

Guernsey- H. E. Roberts, Sarnia Cottage, Les Varendes, St Andrews. 

Herefordshire- B. B. Sutton, 5 Harley Court, Hereford, HR1 2NA. 

Isle of Man - D.G. Lees, 10 Castle Street, Castletown. Tel. 0624 823477. 

jersey - R.H. van Dijk, Lysaght & Co., Osprey House, Old Street, St Helier, jersey. 
Tel. 0534 74614. 

Kent and East Sussex - Or N. Naunton Davies, West End Cottage, Ivy House Farm, East 
Mailing, Maidstone, Kent, ME19 6AP. Tel. West Mailing (0732) 842169. 

Lincoln - S.j. Collingham, 188 High Street, Lincoln, LN5 7 BE. 

Manchester - Association of Cambridge University Women. Mrs H.M.R. Tomlinson, 2 West 
Bank, Alderley Edge, Cheshire, SK9 7 AX. Tel. 0625 584121. 

Oxford- R.E. Lawson, 9 Warnborough Road, Oxford, OX2 6HZ. 
Tel. Home 0865 54805; Office 0865 511869. 

Surrey - W.j. Oldham, 15 Greville Park Road, Ashstead, Surrey, KT21 2QM. 
Tel. Ashstead 73552. 

Tyne and Wear - R.j.Lindsay, 10 Beverley Park, Whitley Bay, NE25 8jl. 

York - F. Hjort, Melton College, Holgate Hill, York. 

NEW COURT by Liz Miller 
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