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THE EAGLE. 

October Term, 1903. 

NOTES FROM THE COLLEGE RECORDS. 

(Contillued Jront Vol. XXIV., p. 315). 

HE document which follows is one of consider .. 

able interest. It is a petition from some of 

the American clergy to the University of 

Cambridge to exercise its influence in pro� 

curing the consecration of Bishops for the Episcopal 

Church in America. It is not clear how this document 

came to find a resting place in St John's. Dr W. S. 
Powell, the then Master of the College, was Vice-Chan� 
cellor of the University in 1765, the year of the Petition. 
But it appears from the covering letter not to have been 
sent till 1766 when Dr John Smith, Master of Gonville 
and Caius College, was Vice-Chancellor. 

The ,Petition was not successful at the time, for 
nearly twenty years passed before a Bishop was con
secrated for the American Church. The first Bishop 
Was Dr Samuel Seabury (who it will be observed signs 
the petition); he was consecrated Bishop of Connecticut; 
at Aberdeen, 14 November 1784, by three nonjuring 
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