
t h i n k  about t h an a young man b r i n g i ng c a l c ul at i on s  f rom C am b r i d g e . 

Adam s  was twenty- s i x  at t h e  t ime and a B . A .  Al s o  at t h e  t lme o f  t h e  

c e n t en ary W . M .  Smart pub l i s h e d  a t horough account . o f  t he d l s c overy o f  

N e p t une i n  Oc c a s i on a l  N o t e s  o f  t h e  Royal A s t ronom l c al . S oc l e �y ,  V o l . 2 ,  

N o . 1 1 . A c o n t empor ary account w a s  wri t t en by J . P .  N l C h o l  I n  1 8 48 . 

A f t e r r e a d i n g  Smart ' s  account P ro f e s s o r  L i t t l ewood was s t i mu 

l a t e d t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  mat hemat i c al p r o b l em a n d  he and pro �e s s o r  

L y t t l e t o n  t o o k  i t  up a f re s h , p u t t i n g  t h e  que s t i o n , " What l s �be 

s i mp l e s t  t h e o re t i c a l  approach and ml n lmum amount of c a l c u l at l o n. t h a t  

c o u l d  have l e d  t o  t h e  d i s c overy o f  t he p l an e t " "  T h e y  f o u n d  t h a t  
. 

Adams and L e  V e r r i e r  c o u l d  have g o t  more accurate r e s u l � s more e a s l l �  

b u t  L i t t l ewood and B e s i c ov i t c h  s ai d  t h a t  " p i on e e r  work l S  c l um s y "  

( L i t t l ewood , A Mat hema t i c i an ' s  M i s c e l l an:;r , ( L ondon, 1 9 5 3 ) , P ;, 41 ) .
" 

I n  

t h i s  b o o k  he i n c l uded c ha p t e r s  o n  " The D l s c overy o f  N e p t u n e  and The 

Adam s -Ai ry Af fa i r " . C h ap t e r  7 o f  Lyt t l e t on ' s  Mys t e r l e s  o f
. 

t h e  S o l ar 

Sys t em , ( ox ford , 1 9 6 8 )  i s  on " The D i s c overy o f  N e p t u n e " ,  wl t h  

r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  pape r s  o f  1 9 5 8  and 1 9 5 9 . 

The Royal A s t ronom i c al S o c i e ty d i d  n o t  award i t s . G O l d  Medal i n  

1 8 47 , b e i n g  unab l e  t o  dec i de between Adams and L e  V e r r l e r . I n  1 8 4 8  

i t  awar d e d  t e s t imon i al s t o  t hem a n d  t o  t en o t he r s , o n  p r� sumablY . 
o t he r  ground s . The l i s t  d i d  n o t  i nc l ude G�l l e : The Soc l e t y g ave l t S  

G o l d M e d a l  t o  Adams i n  1 8 6 6  and t o  L e  V e r r l e r  I n  1 8 6 8  and 1 8 7 6  . . The 

Royal S oc i e t y gave t h e  Copley Medal , i t s  be s t  awar d , to Le Verr l e r  i n  

1 8 46 and t o  Adams i n  1 84 8 . 

Adams d i d  much o t h e r  work . H i s  m o s t  important p a p e r s  we re . h i s  

p r o o f  ( 1 8 6 7 ) t h a t  the L e o n i d  ( N ovemb e r )  me t e o r s
.

t r ave l l e d I n  a h l g h l y  

e l l i p t i c o r b i t  wi t h  a p e r i od o f  3 3  year s , a n d  h l s  p r o o f  ( 1 8 5 3 )  t h a t  

t he work o f  L a p l ac e  a n d  h i s  s ucc e s s o r s  on t h e . s e c u l ar ac � e l e rat l on o f  

t h e  Moon was i n c ompl e t e  and n e e d e d  a s ub s t an t l a l  c o r r ec t l o n . T h e  

l at t e r l ed t o  t he who l e  t he o ry o f  t i d a l  f r i c t i on , wh i c h  l S  rea l l y  n o t  

s e t t l e d  y e t . The d a t e  o f  t h e  award o f  t h e  Gol d  Medal i s  p r o b a b l y  due 

to the d e l ay o f  many as t ro nome r s  in b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  Adams was r l g h t . 

A bu s t  o f  S i r  J oh n  H e r s c h e l , S i r  W i l l i am ' s  s o n  ( a  J oh n i an ) , 

f ac e s  Adams ' s  i n  t he o r i e l  i n  H al l . J o h n  comp l e t e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  

s u rvey o f  t h e  s ky by o b s e rv i n g  t he s o u t hern s ky at t he C ape o f  Good
. 

H o p e  and made many o t he r  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  a s t ron omy . He I t  

w a s  who made t he f i r s t  publ i c  announcement o f  t h e  expec t ed dl sc overy 

o f  a great p l an e t  on 1 846 S e p t ember 1 0 ,  t h i r t e e n  days be f o re Gal l e ' s  

d i s c overy . 

H a r o l d  j e f freys 

Obituary 

P R OF E S S O R  B A I L E Y  

B e c au s e , t r a g i c a l l y , he w a s  de s t i n e d  t o  s p e n d  t h e  l a s t  f e w  
y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e i n  h o s p i t a l  D en n i s  B ai l ey w a s  k n own l at t e r l y  
n e i t h er t o  j un i or membe r s  o f  t h e  C o l l e ge nor e v e n  t o  t he y o u n g e r  o f  
o u r  s e n i o r  membe r s . B u t  b y  t h o s e  w h o  d i d  know h i m , e i t he r  a s  a 
c o l l e ague or a s  a t e acher , he w i l l  be v i v i d l y  rememb e r e d  w i t h  a f f e c 
t i o n , r e s p e c t  a n d  grat i t ud e . Al l w i l l  wi s h  t o  e x t e n d  t h e i r  sympat hy 
to h i s  w i d ow and to t h e i r  s o n  J o h n . 

S . J . B a i l ey ( an d  I never d i d  d i s c ov e r  h ow h e  c am e  t o  be k n own 
as D e n n i s )  was a f arme r ' s  s o n . H i s  ac adem i c  c ar e e r  f o l l ow e d  r a t h e r  
uno r t hodox l i n e s  f o r  a f u t u r e  p r o f e s s or o f  l aw :  a f t e r l e av i n g  s c h o o l  
i n  Taun t on he s p e n t  a b r i e f  p e r i od a t  Guy ' s  H o s p i t al Med i c a l  Sc h o o l  
b e f o r e  c o m i n g  up t o  S t . J o hn ' s  i n  1 9 1 9  t o  r e a d  N a t u r a l  Sc i e nc e s . 
A f t e r  t ak i n g  Part I o f  t h at T r i p o s  he c hanged t o  t h e  L aw T r i po s , 
t ak i n g  Part 1 1  i n  1 9 2 3 .  He w a s  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  B a r  but dec i d e d  n o t  t o  
prac t i s e  and i n s t e ad ac c e p t ed a t e ac h i n g  p o s t  w i t h  a we l l - kn own f i rm 
o f  L ondon l aw t u t o r s  where , a s  he wou l d  recal l i n  l at e r  l i f e ,  he 
g a i n e d  i nv a l u a b l e  exp e r i enc e in t h e  s pec i al t e c h n i q u e s  o f  t e ac h i n g  
l aw t o  t he young . H i s  f i r s t  U n i ve r s i ty appo i n t m e n t  w a s  at 
Aberys twy t h  and f r om there he moved to B i rm i n g h am , r e t u r n i n g  to S t . 
J ohn ' s  a s  a F e l l ow i n  1 9 3 1  at t he age o f  t hi r t y . 

As a s c h o l ar B a i l ey ' s  c h i e f  i n t e re s t  l ay i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  l e g a l  
h i s t o ry , e s pec i a l l y  t h e  deve l opment o f  E n g l i s h  p r o p e r t y  l aw ;  a n d  
d e t ai l s  o f  s ome o f  h i s  m any pub l i c at i on s  c an b e  f o u n d  e l s ewhere ( s e e  
e . g .  The T i me s o f  1 9  Augu s t  1 9 8 0 ) . H i s  b e s t -known c o n t ri b u t i on t o  
l e g a l  l i t e r a t u r e  however w a s  undoubt e d l y  h i s  L aw o f  W i l l s , f i r s t  
pub l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 5  and l at e r  runn i n g  t o  a s  many a s  f ive e d i t i on s . 
Thi s  was a m a s t e r l y  and q u i t e  u n r i v a l l e d  account o f  an i n t r i c a t e  s ub
j ec t , in wh i c h  B a i l ey demon s t ra t ed to t he fu l l  h i s  s k i l l  a t  u n r av
e l l i n g  c om p l e x  and o b s c ure t o p i c s  and t he n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e m  w i t h  a 
luc i d i t y wh i c h  e ar n e d  h i m  t h e  grat i t ude o f  p r ac t i t i on e r s  and s t u d e n t s 
al i k e . 

B a i l e y  was n o t  o n l y  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  s c h o l a r : he was a t e ac h er 
of very rare q u a l i t y  i n d e e d . The E n g l i s h  l aw o f  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  i s  
said by s ome cyn i c s  t o  be d e v o i d  o f  human i n t e r e s t  and c e r t ai n l y , 
unl i k e  s ome o t he r  b r anc h e s , i t  doe s n o t  abound i n  c o l o u r f u l  c a s e s . 
I t  t h u s  p re s e n t s  a c h a l l enge t o  t h e  l e c t urer who w i s h e s  h i s  aud i e n c e  
to appre c i a t e  t h e  i n t r i c ac i e s  o f  t he s u b j e c t  a n d  t o  l e arn t hem i n  a 
pal atable way . B a i l ey was a d e p t  at t h i s . There were no g i mm i c k s  and 
he did not p l ay to the g a l l e ry . B u t  by m e an s of a s u p e r b l y  s t ru c 
tured approach and t he u s e  o f  s t r i k i ng i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w i t h  a c e r t a i n  
home-s pun qual i ty he c a p t i v a t e d  h i s  audi ence . Generat i o n s  o f  u n d e r 
graduat e s  l e ar n t  c omp l e x  p r i nc i p l e s  o f  property l aw t hrough t h e  
medium o f  c h a r ac t e r s  l i ke ' L i t t l e  Tomki n s ' a n d  ' Ma t i l d a ' , n o t  t o  
men t i on t h e  erran t  t r u s t e e  who o n  r e a l i s i n g  h i s  l ap s e  dec i d e d  t o  p u t  
o n  h i s  runn i n g  s h o r t s t o  t ry t o  e s c ap e  f rom j u s t i c e . 
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T h o s e  who were f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  be s u p e rv i s e d  by B a i l ey w e r e  
t he bene f i c i ar i e s  o f  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  remar kab l e  s k i l l s . T h e r e  
was o f  c o u r s e  n o  n o n s e n s e  l i k e  r ec l i n i n g  i n  e a s y  c h a i r s : h i s  p up i l s  
s a t  round a t ab l e  i n  a bu s i n e s s - l i k e way . E s s ay s  wou l d  have b e e n  
marked i n  advance ( r a t h e r  s e v e r e l y  o n e  s omet i m e s  f e l t )  wi t h  c o p i o u s  
marg i n al c omme n t s  wr i t t e n i n  r e d  i nk i n  a t i ny b u t  v e r y  n e a t  hand . 
Y e t  t h e re was n o t h i n g  t e n s e  about t he s u p e rv i s i o n ' s  a t mo s p h e r e . 
B a i l ey k e p t  h i s  p u p i l s  on t h e i r  t o e s  wi t h  p l e n t y  o f  p e ne t r a t i n g  
q u e s t i o n s , b u t  h e  wou l d  never parade h i s  own l e ar n i ng and i nd e e d  
wou l d  a f f e c t  a d i s ar m i n g  f o r g e t f u l n e s s  o r  n a i v e t y  w h e n  a p p r o ac h i n g  
t h e  p r o b l e m s  o n  h i s  que s t i o n  s he e t . H i s  s up e rv i s i n g  c ame t o  an e n d  
o n  h i s  e l ec t i on t o  t h e  R o u s e  B a l l C h a i r o f  En g l i s h  L aw i n  1 9 5 0 ; a n d  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  a t  about t h e  s ame t ime he was t ran s f e r r e d  by t h e  
Fac u l t y  B o ard t o  L L . B .  l ec t ur i n g , s o  t ha t  und e rgraduat e s  b o t h  i n  t he 
C o l l e ge and U n i ve r s i t y were d e p r i v e d  o f  h i s  t e ac h i n g . ( Wh e n  he w a s  
a s ked by t he F acu l t y  t o  r e s ume undergraduate l e c t u r i n g  i n  1 9 6 2 , o n l y  
a few y e a r s  b e f o r e  h i s  r e t i r eme n t , i t  was t o  g i ve c o u r s e s  i n  a s u b 
j ec t  newly i n t roduced i n t o  t h e  T r i p o s  and i t  s e ems t h at h e  d i d  n o t  
k i n d l e  i n t e re s t  q u i t e  a s  suc c e s s fu l l y  a s  i n  t he e a r l i er p e r i od . ) 

B ai l ey w a s  S e n i o r  Proc t o r  b e f o r e  t h e  War and he b e c am e  a T u t o r  
o f  t h e  C o l l e ge i n  1 9 3 9 , hol d i n g  o f f i c e  u n t i l  h i s  app o i n t m e n t  t o  a 
R e ad e r s h i p  s even y e a r s  l at e r . Rumour h a s  i t  t ha t  a s  a T u t o r  ' he 
never made a mi s t ak e ' ,  a r a r e  d i s t i nc t i on one m i g h t  s ay f o r  a Tut o r  
o f  S t . J o h n ' s .  T o  t h e  young who were i n  need he w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  k i nd ; 
and many a r e  t he c ar e e r s  wh i c h  h ave b e e n  shaped a s  a r e s u l t o f  advi c e  
and g u i dance g e n e r o u s ly g i v e n . 

Tho s e  who we r e  p r i v i l eged t o  know h i m  a s  a c o l l e ag u e  w i l l  h ave 
many memo r i e s . O n  c ommi t t e e s  h e  woul d  g e n e r a l ly a l l ow o t h e r s  to h av e  
t h e i r  s ay ,  even t ua l l y  a n d  w i t h  m u c h  d i f f i d ence a s k i n g  a que s t i o n  o r  
making an o b s ervat i on wh i c h  a s  l i ke l y  a s  n o t  wou l d  exp o s e  s om e  f a t a l  
weakne s s  i n  t he p r op o s al b e i n g  p u t  f o rward .  I n  g e n e r a l  B ai l ey w a s  
s omewhat ave r s e  t o  c h ange , b u t  wou l d  r e s i gn h i m s e l f  t o  i t  w i t h  
r e a s on a b l e  e q u an i m i t y  when t h e  maj o r i ty i n s i s t e d . As an e x am i n e r  he 
h ad t h e  e nv i a b l e  k n a c k  o f  b e i n g  able to d e s i gn a que s t i on of d e c e p 
t i ve s imp l i c i t y wh i c h  wou l d  a p p e a l  t o  a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  c an d i d at e s , 
but wh i c h  i nvar i ab l y  reve a l e d  t h e  s h e e p  and t h e  g o at s . He was a m an 
too o f  remar k a b l e  v e r s at i l i ty ,  even i n  h i s  l at e r  y e ar s , a n d , f o r  
examp l e , at t he a g e  o f  6 0  h e  p u b l i s h e d  a p oem i n  t h i s  j ou r n a l . 

On s oc i al occ a s i o n s  B ai l ey ' s  c ompan i on a b l e n e s s  p r o v e d  a g r e a t  
a s s e t . F o r  t ho s e  who a l r e ady knew h i m  i t  was a de l i gh t ; and f o r  t he 
newcome r ,  p a r t i c u l ar l y  i f  s hy o r  nervou s , i t  w a s  a g o d s e n d . N o body 
s i t t i n g  next to h i m  at d i n n e r  woul d  be a l l owed to f e e l  u n c om f o r t ab l e : 
a l l  were i mme d i a t e l y  put at t h e i r  e a s e  by h i s  engag i n g l y  s im p l e 
mann er and l ac k  o f  any a f f e c t a t i on . ( I f p l um s had b e e n  s e rv e d  on t he 
High Tab l e  he wou l d  o f  c o u r s e  p r o c e e d  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whe t h e r  h i s  
dest i ny was a s  t i n k e r , t a i l o r , s o l d i e r  o r  s a i l or . )  S h r ewd a n d  
perc e p t i v e  t hough he undoub t e d l y  was , he o f t e n  s e em e d  i n t e n t  on 
di sgui s i n g  t h e s e  qual i t i e s ; and a l t hough h i s  mod e s t y  was e n d e a r i n g , 
t he C o l l ege was p r o b a b l y  t h e  p o o r e r  when bec au s e  o f  i t  he d e c l i n e d  a 
widely s up p or t e d  i n v i t a t i on t o  be n om i n a t e d  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  
Pre s i d e n t . 

H i s  appearance was c h a r ac t e r i s e d by a remarkab l y  s t ra i g h t  b ac k , 
and a l s o  by a r a t h e r  w i z e n e d  c o u n t e n an c e  whi c h  at f i r s t  s i g h t  m i g h t  
b e  t hought t o  b e t o k e n  g l oom . B u t  t hen , s oon a f t e r  a c onver s a t i on h a d  
begun , h i s  who l e  f ac e  wou l d  s u d d e n l y  l i gh t  up wi t h  a m o s t  marve l l ou s  
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smile. This of course was the real Dennis Bailey; and this in all 

probability is the memory which will be treasured most of all by his 

very many friends . 

J . C . H .  

Rev i ews 

Alec C. Crook, From the Foundation to Gilbert Scott: a history ?f the 
buildings of St John ' s  College, Cambridge, 1 5 1 1  to 1 8 8 5 . Cambrldge: 
printed for the College . 1 9 8 0 .  £ 9 ; £ 5  to Junlor Members. 

The College was already indebted to Mr . Alec Crook for h�s 
earlier book Penrose to Cripps ( 1 9 7 8 ) , In whlch he told the hlstory 
of the College buildings from 1 8 8 5  to 1 9 7 8  (see The Eagle, No 2 8 7 , 

pp. 2 7 - 3 0 ) . That book not only provi�ed the first full account of 
additions and alterations to the fabrlc of the.College over the past 
century but also had the unique interest that It was �rltten by the 
architect immediately in charge of the maJ or restoratlon of the older 
Courts, begun in 1 9 3 4  and taken up again in 1 9 5 8  after a long 
interruption caused by the war. 

He has now greatly increased that indebtedness by . this new book 
telling the history of the buildings over t�e whole perlod from the 
foundation of the College in 1 5 1 1  to 1 8 8 5 , lncludlng therefore the 
great changes of the seventh decade of the nineteenth century, the 
building of the new Chapel, the enlargement of t�e Hall, . a0d the 
building of a new Master's Lodge, with the drastlc demolltlons these 
changes involved . 

This long period is, of course, covered in t�e . second volume of 
the great work by R .  Willis and J . W. Clark, The Archltectur�l Hlstory 
of the Universit of Cambridge and of the Coll�ges of Cambrldg� and 
Eton 1 8 8 6 , a source of information on the bUlldlngs of Cambrl�ge 
that can never be superseded. Mr Crook naturally draws upon �hls 
source, and upon the other relevant published sources, th� wrltlngs 
of Torry, Babbington, Mullinger, Bonney, Scott, the Cambrldge vol�mes 
of the Royal Commission on Historical Monument� ( 1 9 5 9 ) , and the rlch 
resources of The Eagle. A Bibliography duly llStS them all. �ut he 
also draws directly upon original material in the College archlves, 
accounts, plans, contracts, correspondence, and the concluslon.Books 

of the Master and Seniors. Some of this material has not prevlously 
been used in writings on the buildings . 
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His arrangement is chronological . The result is a clear, yet 
detailed, and always interesting account, beginning with the original 
buildings of the College at its foundation and then telling of new 
building and expansion, century be century: Metcalfe ' s  little Court, 
long ago demolished, the Second Court, the new Library by the river, 
the west and south ranges of the Third Court, the extension across 
the river and the building of the New Court, together with numerous 
changes over the period in buildings already erected . At the same 
time, though more briefly, the book describes the extension of the 
College precincts and changes in the lay-out of the grounds. It 
provides, for the first time, within the space of about 1 8 0 pages, an 
architectural history of the College; though to cover the whole 
period to the present day it must be read together with the earlier 
book Penrose to Cripps. 

The book is illustrated by plans, drawings, and photographs . 
These naturally include reproductions, necessarily on a reduced scal� 
of David Loggan's two perspective views from Cantabrigia Illustrata 
( 1 6 9 0 ) , which are indispensable for a study of the history of the 
buildings . Mr Crook also provides a drawing giving his own impres
sion of the thirteenth-century Chapel of the Hospital of St John, 
which, transformed into Tudor Gothic, became the Chapel of the 
College and so remained until 1 8 6 5 . The book is beautifully produced 
by the University Press in a format identical with that of Edward 
Miller's Portrait of a College ( 1 9 6 1 ) ,  to which it is thus an 
architectural companion. �he frontispiece is a watercolour by John 
Ward, showing the north-east corner of the Second Court with the 
Chapel tower behind, commissioned by Dr . N.F.M . Henry in 1 9 8 0  and 
presented by him to the College . 

Mr Crook's use of contemporary correspondence adds greatly to 
the interest of his account of the building of the present Library in 
1 6 2 4  (the correspondence with John Williams, Bishop of Lincoln, was 
printed by Scott in The Eagle ) and to his account of the discussions 
with Wren and Hawksmoor, which led eventually to the building of the 
old Bridge under the charge of Robert Grumbold in 1 7 1 2 .  

The part of the book in which most new detail is provided is 
the two final chapters dealing with the building of Gilbert Scott's 
new Chapel in 1 8 6 5  and the consequent demolition of the old Chapel 
and of the original Master's Lodge and Combination Rooms, the 
lengthening of the Hall, and the erection of the present Master ' s  
Lodge on a site that originally had lain outside the precincts of the 
College . The detailed account is enlivened by use of the diary of 
G.F. Reyner, Senior Bursar, who had immediate oversight of the work, 
and of the notes of W.M . Cooper, the Clerk of Works . The number of 
skilled masons employed emphasizes the immensity of the task of 
erecting a Gothic building like the Chapel. Today, even if the 
masons could be recruited, the cost would be beyond the resources of 
any College. 

Mr Crook has, I think, successfUlly solved the complex problem 
of the projection on the north side of the Second Court, now pierced 
by the doorway leading from C Staircase to the Chapel Court. Built 
originally to provide a staircase from the Master's Gallery (now the 
Combination Room ) to his bedrooms on the floor above, it passed 
through later changes and was given its present form by Gilbert 
Scott. He also does much to clarify the arrangements of the original 
Master ' s  Lodge and Combination Rooms and of the Gallery added to the 
Lodge when the Second Court was built . 
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D A V I D  L I T T L E  ( B . A .  1 9 5 7 ) h e a d m a s t e r  o f  F r a n c i s  C o m b e  S c h o o l , W a t f o r d , 
H e r t s . , d i e d  2 0  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 2 . 

A L E X A N D E R  L A W R E N C E  M C M U L L E N , F . R . I . B . A .  
F a c u l t y  o f  F i n e  A r t s , 1 9 3 1 - 3 6 , d i e d  1 1  
t h r e e  o t h e r s , w a l k e d  f r o m  C a m b r i d g e  t o  
i n  M a r c h  1 9 2 7 . 

( B . A .  1 9 2 7 ) L e c t u r e r  i n  t h e  
J u l y  1 9 8 2 . M r  M c M u l l e n , w i t h 
O x f o r d  i n  2 3  h o u r s  2 5  m i n u t e s  

J O H N  A N T H O N Y  M C M U L L E N , O .  B .  E .  ( B .  A .  1 9 3 2 ) f o r m e r l y  t r a n s p o r t  d i r e c t o r  
o f  I m p e r i a l  C h e m i c a l  
( B r o t h e r  o f  t h e  a b o v e . )  

I n d u s t r i e s  L t d . , d i e d  2 F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 3 . 

C Y R I L  J O H N  P E R R E T  ( B . A .  1 9 5 0 ) d i e d  2 M a r c h  1 9 8 2 . 
E D W A R D  W H I T T R E D R E E D  P E T E R S O N  ( B . A .  1 9 2 2 )  S o l i c i t o r  t o  Q u e y n  

B o u n t y , f i r s t o r g a n i z i n g  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  J o h n l a n S o c l e t y 
p r e s i d e n t  1 9 7 4 , h o n o r a r y  s e c r e t a r y o f  t h e  R o y a l  O c e a n  R a c l n g  
1 9 4 0 - 4 6 ,  R e a r  C o m m o d o r e  1 9 4 6 - 4 9 ,  a l s o  i n  c h a r g e  o f  " L a t i f a "  1 9 4 5 , 
d i e d  1 1  J a n u a r y 1 9 8 3 . 

T H O M A S  C R A W F O R D  P H E M I S T E R , F . R . S . E . ,  F . G . S .  ( P h . D .  1 9 3 3 ) f o r m e r l y  
K i l g o u r  P r o f e s s o r  o f  G e o l o g y  a n d  M i n e r a l o g y , U n i v e r s i t y o f  A b e r d e e n , 

A n n e ' s  
1 9 2 4 , 

C l u b  

d i e d D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 2 . 
A LB E R T  I S A A C  P O L A C K  ( B . A .  1 9 1 4 )  f o r m e r l y  e d u c a t i o n o f f i c e r  f o r  

C o u n c i l  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  J ew s , d i e d  3 J u l y  1 9 8 2 . 
t h e  

T H E  R E V . D E N Y S  A D R I A N R E E D  ( B . A .  1 9 4 8 ) f o r m e r l y  V i c a r  o f  S t a r c r o s s ,  
D e v o n , d i e d  2 3  A u g u s t  1 9 8 2 . 

C H A R L E S  O W E N  B E N W E L L  R E E S ( B . A .  1 9 2 7 ) d i e d 6 D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 2 . 
J A M E S  M C L A R E N  R I T C H I E  ( B . A .  1 9 3 0 ) f o r m e r l y  m a n ag l n g  d l r e c t o r  o f  

N a t i o n a l  M o r t g a g e  a n d  A g e n c y  C o m p a n y  o f  N e w  Z e a l a n d , L t d . ,  d i e d  
1 8  A u g u s t  1 9 8 1 . 

D A V I D  W Y N  R OB E R T S , F . R . I . B . A .  ( M . A .  1 9 4 9 ) E m e r i t u s  F e l l o w o f  M a g d a l e n e  
C o l l e g e  a n d  f o r m e r l y  l e c t u r e r  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e , 

t h e  

d i e d  8 N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 2 . 
o f  J am e s  C H A R L E S  J A M E S  R O B E R T S O N  ( B . A .  1 9 3 1 ) f o r m e r l y  C h a i r m a n  

R o b e r t s o n  & S o n s , P r e s e r v e  M a n u f a c t u r e r s  L t d . , d i e d  2 4  F e b r u a r y  
1 9 8 3 . 

W I L L I A M S A D D L E R  ( B . A .  1 9 1 4 )  E m e r i t u s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  
C a n t e r b u r y  U n i v e r s i t y C o l l e g e , C h r i s t c h u r c h , N e w  Z e a l a n d , d l e d  1 9 8 2 . 

D A V I D  S C O T T  ( B . A .  1 9 3 7 ) s p e c i a l i s t  e p i d e m i o l o g l s t  I n  t h e  M l n l s t r y o f  
H e a l t h , A c c r a , G h a n a ,  d i e d  6 A p r i l  1 9 8 2 . 

B E R N A R D  G E O R G E  S T E V E N S , M u s . D .  ( B . A .  1 9 3 7 ) f o r m e r l y  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
C o m p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  R o y a l  C o l l e g e  o f  M u s i c ,  L o n d o n , d i e d  3 J a n u a r y  
1 9 8 3 . 

T H E  R I G H T  R E V . C Y R I L  E D G A R  S T U A R T  ( B . A .  1 9 1 4 )  f o rm e r l y  B i s h o p  o f  
U g a n d a  a n d  a s s i s t a n t B i s h o p  o f  W o r c e s t e r ,  d i e d  2 3  A u g u s t  1 9 8 2 . 

J O H N  H E R B E R T  H O L M A N  S U T C L I F F E , F . I . C . S . , F . S . A .  ( B . A .  1 9 2 4 )  a 
s h i p p i n g  a g e n t a t  B o s t o n , L i n c s . ,  a n d  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  G e o r g i a n 
G r o u p ,  d i e d 8 O c t o b e r  1 9 8 2 . 

O . B . E . ,  M . C .  ( B . A .  1 9 0 7 ) f o r m e r l y  
S o n s , C o n s u l t i n g  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r s , 

G O D F R E Y  M I D G L E Y  C H A S S E R E A U  T A Y L O R , 
s e n i o r  p a r t n e r  o f  J o h n  T a y l o r  & 
L o n d o n , d i e d  2 5  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 3 . 

D O U G L A S  B R I A N T OD D  ( B . A .  1 9 5 0 ) o f  t h e  L o n d o n  W e s t  E n d  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  
R o y a l  I n s u r a n c e  G r o u p ,  L t d . , d i e d  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 2 . 

T H E  R E V . A L L E N  R I D D L E  T R E M E A R N E  ( B . A .  1 9 0 8 ) f o r m e r l y  V i c a r  o f  
R e d b o u r n e , L i n c o l n s h i r e , d i e d  1 6  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 1  

. F R E D E R I C K  W I L L I A M W H I T E H O U S E  ( P h . D .  1 9 2 5 ) f o r m e r l y  a s s o c l a t e  p r o f e s s o r  
i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  G e o l o g y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Q u e e n s l a n d , d i e d 
2 2  M a r c h  1 9 7 3 . 

P E T E R  A U D A E R  O V E R E N D  W I L S O N , C . B . E . ,  F . R . C . P .  ( B . A .  1 9 4 0 )  f o r m e r l y  
p h y s i c i a n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  h o s p i t a l  i n  K u w a i t  d i e d  1 1  D e c e m b e r  1 9 8 1 . 
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Obituaries 

E . W . R .  P e t e r s o n , 
P e r s o n a l  N o t e  

F o u n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y o f  t h e  J o h n i a n S o c i e t y  - A 

K n o w n  a s  J a c k  i n  h i s  f a m i l y  b u t  a s  P e t e t o  a l l  h i s  f r i e n d s , 
E . W . R .  P e t e r s o n  w a s  b o r n  i n  1 8 9 6  i n  C r a n b ro o k , K e n t .  H e  j o i n e d  u p  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  a n d  w h i l e  o n  s e r v i c e  a s  a d e s p a t c h  r i d e r  
h e  h a d  o n e  l e g b a d l y  d am a g e d . I n  a f t e r  l i f e  h e  u s e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  h e  
d i d  n o t  m i n d  a p a i n  i n  t h a t  l e g b e c a u s e  h e  g o t  a p e n s i o n f o r  i t ,  b u t  
h e  o b j e c t e d  s t r o n g l y  t o  a p a i n  i n  t h e  o t h e r . I n  1 9 1 9  h e  c a m e  u p  t o  
S t  J o h n ' s  t o  r e a d  E n g i n e e r i n g  u n d e r  p a r e n t a l  p r e s s u r e , g r a d u a t i n g  i n  
1 9 2 2  a n d  t a k i n g  h i s  M . A . i n  1 9 2 6 . B u t  t h i s  w o r k  d i d  n o t  s u i t  h i m  a n d  
s o o n  h e  f o l l ow e d  h i s  f a t h e r  t o  t h e  I n n e r  T e m p l e  t o  r e a d  L a w . 

I t  w a s  a t  t h i s  e a r l y  s t a g e  t h a t  h e  m e t  S i r  E d w a r d  M a r s h a l l H a l l 
a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e m t h e y  f o u n d e d  t h e  J O h n i a n S o c i e t y i n  1 9 2 4 . P e t e  w a s  
t h e  f i r s t  S e c r e t a r y a n d  h e  h e l d t h a t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  2 9  y e a r s . I n  d u e  
c o u r s e  h e  b e c a m e  S o � i c i t o r  t o  Q u e e n  A n n e ' s  B o u n t y ; w h e n  t h i s  w a s  
m e r g e d  w i t h  t h e  C h u r c h  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  h e  t o o k  a p e n s i o n a n d  r e t i r e d  i n  
1 9 5 0 . 

H i s  t w o  h o b b i e s  h a d  a l r e a d y  s h o w e d  t h e m s e l v e s - c o o k i n g  a n d  s a i l i n g  - t w o  t h a t  c o m b i n e d  p e r f e c t l y . D u r i n g  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r  h e  t o o k  o n  t h e  d u t i e s o f  H o n o r a r y  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  R o y a l  O c e a n  R a c i n g C l u b  a n d d i d  m u c h  t o  h o l d  t h a t  o rg a n i s a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  i n  a d i f f i c u l t  t i m e ; t h e y  w e r e  b o m b e d  o u t  a n d  P e t e  h a d t o  s e t  u p  t h e  C l u b i n  o t h e r  p r e m i s e s . I n  1 9 4 6  h e  w a s  e l e c t e d  R e a r - C ommo d o r e ,  a n d  i t  w a s  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  t h a t  h e  t o o k  t h e  y a c h t  L a t i f a a c r o s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c  t o  s h o w  t h e  f l a g i n  t h e  f i r s t  p o s t - w a r  N e w p o r t  t o  B e rm u d a  r a c e  _ a r a r e  d i s t i n c t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e . 

A f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  L a w  h e  b o u g h t a D u t c h  b a r g e  n a m e d  
W i l l e m i e n  a n d  s p e n t  a l l  t h e  l o n g  s u m m e r  m o n t h s  o n  t h e  c a n a l s  o f  
H o l l a n d , B e l g i u m a n d  F r a n c e , w h e r e  h e  w a s  a f a m i l i a r  f i g u r e . H e  g o t  
a s  f a r  a s  M e n t o n  o n  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e an . M a n y  o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  u s e d t o  
j O i n  h i m f o r  a f e w  d a y s  a t  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  o n  h i s  r o u t e , a l t h o u g h  
s o m e t i m e s  i t  w a s  r a t h e r  a j o b  f i n d i n g  h i m . I f  y o u  s t a y e d  o n  b o a r d , 
t h e  s l e e p i n g a c c o mm o d a t i o n w a s  s o m e w h a t  c r a m p e d , b u t  t h e  c o m p a n y  a n d  
t h e  f o o d  m a d e  u p  f o r  a n y t h i n g . I t  w a s  a m a r v e l  t o  s e e  w h a t  d i n n e r s  
c a m e  o u t  o f  a g a l l e y  i n  w h i c h  n o  c a t  c o u l d  e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  s w u n g . W e  
f o u n d  o u t  l a t e r  t h a t  o n e  s u mm e r  h e  h a d  m o o r e d  W i l l em i e n  u n d e r  t h e  P o n t  
A l e x a n d r e T r o i s  i n  P a r i s  a n d  a t t e n d e d  t h e  C o r d o n  B l e u S c h o o l . I n  t h i s  
p e r i o d  h e  w r o t e  h i s  l i t t l e  b o o k , T h e  Y a c h t s m a n ' s  C o o k b o o k . 

P e t e  h a d  b e e n b om b e d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  a n d  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  m o n t h s  
h e  h a d  a s o m e w h a t  p e r i p a t e t i c  l i f e . E v e n t u a l l y  h e  c a m e  a s h o r e  i n  a 
g r o u n d - f l o o r  f l a t i n  L i t t l e  S h e l f o r d  w h e r e  h e  h a d a b i t  o f  a g a r d e n  
a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  a w i n e  c e l l a r . H e r e  h e  l i v e d  p e a c e f u l l y  f o r  y e a r s , h i s  
l i f e  b e i n g e n r i c h e d  b y  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  t h e  D i n i n g  P r i v i l e g e  g i v e n  h i m  
b y  t h e  C o l l e g e  f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  J o h n i a n S o c i e t y . T h i s  g a v e  h i m  
t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  b e c o m i n g  k n o w n  t o  m a n y  y o u n g e r  F e l l o w s  a n d  o t h e r  
m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  C o l l e g e , f o r  w h i c h  h e  a l w ay s  r e t a i n e d  t h e  d e e p e s t  
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a f f e c t i o n ; t h e y  t o o  e n j o y e d  h i s  c o m p a n y . H i s  8 0 t h  b i r t h d a y  w a s  
c e l e b r a t e d  b y  a s m a l l  d i n n e r  i n  C o l l eg e  a t t e n d e d  b y  s o m e  o f  h i s  o l d e s t  
f r i e n d s . I t  w a s  i n  t h i s  h a p p y p e r i o d  t h a t  h e  w a s  h o n o u r e d  b y  b e i n g 
e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t o f  t h e  J o h n i a n S o c i e t y  i n  t h e  5 0 t h  y e a r  o f  i t s 
e x i s t e n c e ,  1 9 7 4 . 

O n  h i s  l a s t  c r u i s e  h e  h a d  r e a c h e d  N a n c y ; o n  s t a r t i n g  h o m e w a r d s  h e  

h i t  a n  u n m a r k e d  s u b m e r g e d  w r e c k  a t  t h e  h a r b o u r  e n t r a n c e ,  a n d  W i l l e m i e n  

s t a r t e d  t o  s i n k .  L u c k i l y  h e l p  w a s  a t  h a n d  i n  t h e  s h a p e  o f  a l a r g e  

c r a n e  o n  t h e  q u a i , a n d  s h e  w a s  b e a c h e d  w i t h  s o m e  d am a g e  i nc l u d i n g  a l l 

t h e  l a b e l s  o f f  h i s  w i n e  b o t t l e s . L a t e r  t h i s  p r o v i d e d  s o m e  a m u s e m e n t 

a s  t h e  o n l y  t e s t  o f  w h i c h  b o t t l e  w a s  w h i c h  w a s  a l w a y s  a p p l i e d . A f t e r  

t h e  a c c i d e n t  P e t e  s u e d  i n  a l o c a l C o u r t  a n d  w o n  h a n d s o m e  d am a g e s , 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o s t o f  a R h i n e  p i l o t  t o  t a k e  t h e  b o a t  h o m e  t h e  q u i c k e s t 

w a y  t o  H o l l a n d . A f t e r  f u l l  r e p a i r s  t o  W i l l e m i e n  P e t e s a i l e d h e r  

a c r o s s  t h e  N o r t h  S e a  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e  a n d  s o l d  h e r  t o  f r i e n d s ; s h e  

n o w  l i e s  p e a c e f u l l y  o n  t h e  U p p e r  T h am e s . 

I n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  � e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e , t o  h i s  g r e a t  s o r r o w , P e t e  
b e c a m e  t o o  i n f i r m t o  c o m e  i n t o C o l l e g e ; t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  r e p r o d u c e d  h e r e 
w a s  t a k e n  i n  t h e  r o o m  w h e r e  h e  s p e n t  t h e  n i g h t  i n  C o l l e g e  w h e n  h e  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  J o h n i a n S o c i e t y  i n  t h a t  y e a r .  A f t e r  m a n y  y e a r s  i n  h i s  
g r o u n d - f l o o r  f l a t , k n o w n  a s  ' T h e  P e t e r y ' h e  m o v e d  t o  a W a r d e n 
c o n t r o l l e d  f l a t  i n  G r e a t  S h e l f o r d . H e  d i e d , a t  t h e  a g e  o f  8 6 ,  i n  
h o s p i t a l  a t  H a v e r h i l l  o n  1 1  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 3 , a n d  i s  b u r i e d i n  t h e  
C h u r c h y a r d  o f  L i t t l e  S h e l f o r d . 

N . F . M . H .  
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A . E .  M a r t i n  1 9 0 1 - 1 9 8 2  

A r t h u r  M a r t i n  j o i n e d  t h e  C o l l e g e  O f f i c e  s t a f f  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 2 6  
w h e n  w i t h  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  T u t o r s  f u r t h e r  s e c r e t a r i a i 
a s s i s t a n c e  w a s  r e q u i r e d . H e  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e C o l l e g e  O f f i c e  u n t i l  h i s  
r e t i r e m e n t i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 8 . D u r i n g  t h e  w a r  h e  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  m a i n  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r  t h e  r u n n i n g o f  t h e  o f f i c e  a f t e r  E . A .  W o o d , w h o  h a d  
s u c c e e d e d  E . W .  L o c k h a r t  a s  c h i e f  c l e r k , w a s  e n g a g e d  o n  n a t i o n a l  
s e r v i c e . W h e n  i n  1 9 4 6  W o o d  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  C o l l e g e  
em p l o y m e n t ,  A r t h u r  M a r t i n  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  C h i e f  C l e r k f r o m  C h r i s t m a s  
1 9 4 6 , h o l d i n g  t h i s  o f f i c e  u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 8 . 

A s  C h i e f  C l e r k  h e  w a s  a w o r t h y  s u c c e s s o r  t o  L o c k h a r t  i n  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n  r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  D r  M i l l e r o n  p a g e s  1 2 3 - 4  o f  P o r t r a i t o f  a 
C o l l e g e . H e  w a s  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  C o l l e g e , a n d  r e a d y  t o  s e r v e  i t  i n  m a n y  
w a y s . T h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  t o  P o r t r a i t  o f  a C o l l e g e  a n d  t o  V o l u m e  2 o f  
t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  L . M . B . C .  p a y  t r i b u t e  t o  h i s  g e n e r o u s  h e l p .  H e  w a s  a 
k e e n  s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  B o a t  C l u b a n d  o f  o t h e r  C o l l e g e  s p o r t i n g 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

H e  w a s  a m a n  w h o  d i d  m a n y  q u i e t  k i n d n e s s e s  t o  a l a rg e  n u m b e r  o f  
p e o p l e .  F o r  e x am p l e , h e  p e r s o n a l l y  t o o k  p e n s i o n s  t o  r e t i r e d  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  s t a f f  t h u s  m a i n t a i n i n g  a m u c h  c h e r i s h e d  l i n k  f o r  t h e m w i t h t h e  
C o l l e g e . A f t e r h i s  r e t i r e m e n t h e  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  d i d  v a l u a b l e  w o r k  i n  
h e l p i n g w i t h  C o n f e r e n c e s , F e a s t s  a n d  t h e  C h a p e l . 

I n  h i s  y o u n g e r d a y s  h e  w a s  a k e e n  s p o r t s m a n , 
t h e  C a m b r i d g e  H o c k e y  C l u b . H e  w a s  a l s o  t h e n  
O r a t o r y  o f  t h e  G o o d  S h e p h e r d . 

p l a y i n g H o c k e y  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  

f o r  
t h e  

H e  w a s  a
.

m a n o f  b o u n d l e s s  e n e r gy , w i t h a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  i n t e r e s t s , 
p a r t 1 c u l a r l y  1 n  c o u n t r y a f f a i r s . H e  h a d  a n  u n c l e  w h o  w a s  a f a r m e r a n d 
h i s  f r i e n d s  o f t e n f e l t  t h a t  A r t h u r  w o u l d  h a v e  l i k e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  
too . 

H e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l e a d  a b u s y  a n d  a c t i v e  l i f e a f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t .  
H e  w a s  a s s 1 s t a n t  h o n o r a r y  t r e a s u r e r  f o r  t h e  V i c t o r i a  H o m e s ; c h i e f  
d 1 s t r 1 b u t o r  f o r  t h e  C h e s t e r  t o n  C h u r c h  m a g a z i n e ;  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  h e  
wo r k e d  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  L e g i o n ; a n d  h e  w a s  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  T r e a s u r e r  o f  
T r 1 n 1 t y  C o l l e g e  F i e l d  C l u b s . A r t h u r  w a s  a k e e n  g a r d e n e r .  H e  k e p t  u p  
a c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  f o r m e r  c o l l e ag u e s , r e g u l a r l y  e x c h a n g i n g  b o o k s  a n d  
m a g a z 1 n e s ; a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  v i s i t s t o  t h e m  w o u l d  f i n d  A r t h u r  a r r i v e  
b e h i n d  a l a r g e  b u n c h  o f  f l o w e r s  f o r  t h e i r  w i v e s . 

L a t t e r l y  h e  h a d  b e g u n  t o  s h o w  s i g n s  o f  f r a i l n e s s , b u t  c o u l d  n e v e r  
b e  p e r s u a d e d  t o  e a s e  u p . 

H i s  s u d d e n  p a s s i n g o n  1 9  D e c e m b e r  w a s  a s h o c k  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s , a n d  
w e  g r i e v e  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y ,  y e t  w e  m a y  f e e l  t h a t  i t  w a s  m e r c i f u l  t h a t  
o n e  w h o  h a d  l e d s o  f u l l  a n d  a c t i v e  a l i f e  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s p a r e d  t h e  
S U f f e r 1 n g

.
o f  a l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  h e l p l e s s n e s s .  O n e  c a n  o n l y  s a y  w i t h t h e  

P s a l m 1 s t  H e  g i v e t h h i s  b e l o v e d  s l e e p  • .  

W . T .  T h u r b o n  
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F o r  a n o b l e  C o l l e g e  t h a n  J o h n . 
H e r e  t h ro u g h  t h e  a g e s  
C i v i l i s e d  b e h a v i o u r  a n d  

l e a r n i n g  
S h a l l  g o  w i t h  r o w i n g  
[ T h a t  f e l l o w  F o u r  m u s t  k e e p  

h i s  k n e e s  d o w n . 
O h  m y  g o o d n e s s , T h r e e , 

h o w e v e r  m a n y  c r a b s  a r e  y o u  
g o i n g  t o  c a t c h ? ] 

C h o r u s  

S o  t h e  C o l l e g e  w a s  f o u n d e d , 
A n d  g i v e n  t h e  n am e  o f  J o h n b y  

t h e  L a d y  M a r g a r e t .  
T h e  l e t  t h e  o a r s m e n  f o r  a l l  

t im e  t o  c o m e  
R e j o i c e , e x u l t  a n d  s i n g ,  
[ Y o u r  e f f o r t s  w i l l  b e  u s e l e s s  

S i x ,  u n l e s s  y o u  g e t  y o u r  
h a n d s  a w a y . 

T i m e  f l i e s  S e v e n ; n o w  k e e p  
a w a k e  a n d  d o  s o m e  w o r k . ] 

C h o r u s  

L e t t h e  p ow e r s  o f  t h e  a n g e l s , 
t h e n , b e  w i t h  u s  

A n d  g i v e  t h a n k s  w i t h  t h e  
r o w i n g  m e n  

L e t t h e  h e i g h t s  a n d  t h e  d e p t h s  
P r a i s e  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  

C o u n t e s s  M a r g a r e t 
W i t h  t h u n d e r o u s  e n t h u s i a s m . 
[ N o w  t h e n  F i v e  - j u s t  r o w  y o u r  

g u t s  o u t . 
R e a l l y , s t r o k e , y o u  a r e  s u c h  

a c l o t  
Y o u ' d  b e t t e r  g e t  o u t  a n d  w a l k ]  

C h o r u s  
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N o b i l i C o l l e g i o ?  H i c  p e r  s a e c l a  
s a n c t i  m o r e s  

L i t e r a e  h u m a n i o r e s  E r u n t  c u m  
r e m i g i o . "  

I l l e  q u a r t u s  P o n a t  a r t u s  
G e n i b u s  c u m  r i g i d i s : 

T e r t i u s q u e  0 q u o u s q u e  C a n c e r e s  
c a p  t a r e  v i s ?  

C h o r u s  

S i c  c o l l e g i u m  f u n d a t u m  E t  
J o h a n n i s  n o m e n  d a t u m  

M a r g a r e t a  d o m i n a , E r go re m i g e s  
g a u d e n d u m 

T r i um p h a n d u m  e t  c a n e n d u m I n  
s a e c l o r um s a e c u l a :  

L a b o r  v a n u s  N i s i  m a n u s  S e x t e  
m o v e s  p ro p e r e  

F u g i t h o r a  J am l a b o r a  V i g i l a q u e  
s e p t i m e . 

C h o r u s  

H i c  a d e s t e  p o t e s t a t e s  A n g e l o r u m  
a t q u e  g r a t e s  

D a t e  c u m  r e m i g i b u s . L a u d a , 
c a e l u m e t  a b y s s e , 

M a r g a r e t a e  c o m i t i s s a e  N om e n  c u m  
t o n i t r i b u s ! 

E j a q u i n t u s  R um p a s  i n t u s  
V i s c e r um c o m p ag i n e s  

T arn i g n a v u s  E s  o c t a v u s  P r o d e r i t  
u t  a m b u l e s . 

C h o r u s  

F . W .  Law 
C B . A .  1 92 2 )  

Obituaries 

J O H N  B R O U G H  

I 

P r o f e s s o r  J o h n  B r o u g h , w h o  d i e d  o n  9 J a n u a r y  1 9 8 4  a f t e r  b e i ng 
s t r u c k  b y  a c a r  n e a r h i s  h o m e  a t  B i s h o p ' s  S t o r t f o r d , w a s  a n  
a f f i l i a t e d  s t u d e n t  i n  C l a s s i c s  a n d  O r i e n t a l  L a n g u a g e s  a t  S t  J o h n ' s  
f r o m  1 9 4 0  t o  1 9 4 2 , a n d  a R e s e a r c h  F e l l o w  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  f r o m  1 9 4 5  t o  
1 9 4 6 .  F r o m  1 9 4 6 , w h e n  h e  t o o k  u p  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  
M u s e u m , u n t i l  1 9 4 8  h e  w a s  a S u p e r n u m e r a r y  F e l l o w w i t h o u t D i v i d e n d . 
F r o m  1 9 6 7  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  j u s t  t w o  t e r m s  b e f o r e  h e  w a s  d u e  t o  r e t i r e , 
h e  w a s  P r o f e s s o r  o f  S a n s k r i t  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  a F e l l o w  o f  t h e  
C o l l e g e . B e f o r e  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  C a m b r i d g e i n  1 9 6 7 , h e  h a d  b e e n  i n  1 9 4 6  
A s s i s t a n t  K e e p e r  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  O r i e n t a l  P r i n t e d  B o o k s  a n d  
M a n u s c r i p t s  a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  Mu s e u m , a n d  f r om 1 9 4 6  t o  1 9 4 8  L e c t u r e r  i n  
S a n s k r i t  a t  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  O r i e n t a l  a n d  A f r i c a n  S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o n d o n . F r o m  1 9 4 8  t o  1 9 6 7  h e  w a s  P r o f e s s o r  o f  S a n s k r i t 
a n d  H e a d  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n d i a , P a k i s t a n  a n d  C e y l o n  a t  t h e  
S c h o o l . H e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  D . L i t t .  d e g r e e  f r o m  E d i n b u r g h  i n  1 9 4 5 , w a s  
e l e c t e d  F e l l o w o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  A c a d e m y  i n  1 9 6 1  a n d  w a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  P h i l o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y f r o m  1 9 6 1  t o  1 9 6 2 . 

B r o u g h  w a s a d i s t i ng u i s h e d  S a n s k r i t s c h o l a r  w h o  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  
o n  h i s  s u b j e c t  a c l e a r  m i n d  a n d  a f o rm i d a b l e  r a n g e  o f  a n c i l l a r y  
s k i l l s .  H i s  t r a i n i n g  a s  a c l a s s i c i s t  h a d  e a r l y  p r o v i d e d  h i m  w i t h  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  a n c i e n t  l i t e r a t u r e s  a n d  w i t h  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  
p h i l o l o g i c a l a n d  t e x t u a l  a n a l y s i s . H e  f i r s t  a p p l i e d  t h e s e  t e c h n i q u e s  
i n  p r o d u c i n g  a c r i t i c a l  e d i t i o n  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  S a n s k r i t  
t e x t , t h e  G o t r a - P r a v a r a - Ma n j a r i , w h i c h  h e  p u b l i s h e d  a s  T h e  E a r l y 
B r a h m a n i c a l  S y s t e m  o f  G o t r a  a n d  P r a v a r a  i n  1 9 5 3 .  T h e  e d i t i n g o f  
c o r r u p t  S a n s k r i t a n d  P r a k r i t  m a t e r i a l s ,  w h i c h  s u r v i v e  o f t e n  w i t h  
l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  a s  t o  t h e i r  d a t e  o f  o r i g i n  a n d  t r a n s m i s s i o n , p r e s e n t s  
e n o r m o u s  p r o b l em s . B u t b y  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  1 9 6 2  o f  h i s  
ma j o r w o r k , a c r i t i c a l  e d i t i o n o f  a P r a k r i t  t e x t , t h e  G a n d h a r i  
D h a rm a p a d a , B r o u g h  h a d  b e c o m e  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  m a s t e r  o f  
t h i s  f i e l d .  

B r o u g h  w a s  a l s o w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  f o r m a l  l o g i c  a n d  u s e d  h i s  
k n o w l e d g e  t o  g i v e  a n  a c c o u n t , i n  p a p e r s  t o  t h e  P h i l o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y , 
o f  t h e  e a r l y  I n d i a n  s c h o o l s  o f  l o g i c  a n d  d i s p u t a t i o n . H i s  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t o f  n o r t h - w e s t  I n d i a n  P r a k r i t  d i a l e c t s  l e d  h i m  t o  
e x p l o r e  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  d a u n t i n g c a t e g o r y  o f  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  
e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o n u n c i a t i o n o f  I n d i a n  n a m e s a n d  t e r m s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
m i l l e n i u m , n a m e l y  m e d i e v a l  C h i n e s e  B u d d h i s t  t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n s  o f  
S a n s k r i t  B u d d h i s t  t e rm i n o l o g y . F r o m  t h e r e  h e  a c q u i r e d  a m a s t e r y  o f  
s om e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e c o n d i t e  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  B u d d h i s t  c a n o n , 
i n c l u d i n g  s e v e n t h  c e n t u r y  C h i n e s e  a c c o u n t s  o f  I n d i a n  g r a m m a r .  H e  w a s  
a l s o  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  m e d i e v a l  C h i n e s e  s o u n d  s y s t e m  a n d  w i t h e a r l y  
C h i n e s e  p h o n o l o g i c a l  d i c t i o n a r i e s  a n d  t h e i r  o r g a n i s a t i o n . I n  
a d d i t i o n t o  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  c l a s s i c a l  C h i n e s e  h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  u s e  
ma t e r i a l s  i n  T i b e t a n . H e  b e c a m e  a n  a d m i r e r  o f  J a p a n e s e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  
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i n  S a n s k r i t  s t u d i e s , g a i n e d  a r e a d i n g k n o w l e d g e  o f  J a p a n e s e  a n d  
d e v e l o p e d  w o r k i n g  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  l e a d i n g  J a p a n e s e  S a n s k r i t i s t s . F o r  
s o m e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  h i s  d e a t h  h e  h a d  b e e n p l a n n i n g  a m a s s i v e  S a n s k r i t 
C h i n e s e  B u d d h i s t  d i c t i o n a r y  b a s e d  o n  t h e  i n d e x e s  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  
B u d d h i s t  c a n o n  t h a t  J a p a n e s e  B u d d h o l o g i s t s  h a d  p r o d u c e d  s i n c e  1 9 6 7 . 
I t  w a s  t h r o u g h  h i m  a n d  p a r t l y  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  p r o j e c t  t h a t 
P r o f e s s o r  M .  H a r a  o f  T o k y o  U n i v e r s i t y  c a me t o  t h e  C o l l e g e  f r o m  1 9 7 8  
t o  1 9 7 9 , a s  i t s  s e c o n d  J a p a n e s e  v i s i t i n g F e l l o w .  

B r o u g h ' s  s c h o l a r s h i p  w a s  a c h i e v e d  b y  a p p l y i �g t h e  m o s t  e x a c t i n g  
s t a n d a r d s  a n d  h e  h e l d  t h a t o n l y  a t r a i n i n g a s  t h o r o u g h  a s  t h e  o n e  h e  
h a d  h i m s e l f r e c e i v e d  f i t t e d a s t u d e n t  f o r  w o r k  i n  h i s  f i e l d .  H e  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t r e c e n t t r e n d s  i n  u n i v e r s i t y  t e a c h i n g  c o n s t i t u t e d  a 
t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  h e  k n e w , a n d  h i s  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e m  t h r o u g h o u t  
h i s  c a r e e r  w a s  d e f e n s i v e  a n d  u n b e n d i n g .  H e  wa s g e n e r a l l y  r e s i s t a n t  
t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  d i s c i p l i n e s  o t h e r  t h a n  p h i l o l o g y , t e x t u a l  
c r i t i c i s m a n d  l i t e r a r y  a p p r e c i a t i o n i n  t h e  a n c i e n t  I n d i a n  t r a d i t i o n , 
a n d  g a v e  l i t t l e  w e l c o m e  t o  t h e  m o v e m e n t ,  p r o m o t e d  i n i t i a l l y  b y  t h e  
S c a r b o r o u g h  R e p o r t  o f  1 9 4 8 , t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  S a n s k r i t  i n t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  
f i e l d  o f  I n d i a n  S t u d i e s . H e  c o n c e d e d  o n l y  w i t h  g r e a t  s o r r o w  t h a t h i s  
o w n  t e n u r e  o f  t h e  C h a i r  o f  S a n s k r i t  a t  C a m b r i d g e  w o u l d  b e  t h e  l a s t  
f o r  t h e  f o r s e e a b l e  f u t u r e  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  w o u l d  h e n c e f o r w a r d  b e  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  l e c t u r e r  l e v e l  a n d  a s  a c o m p o n e n t  i n  a l a r g e r 
p r o g r a m m e  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  S u b - C o n t i n e n t .  

B r o u g h ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  i n  p h i l o l o g y  a n d  
t e x t u a l  c r i t i c i s m a n d  h i s  d i s d a i n  f o r  m o d i s h  a p p r o a c h e s  r a n  c o u n t e r  
t o  a n d  o v e r - r o d e  s o m e  o f  h i s  o t h e r  i n s t i n c t s  t o wa r d s  h i s  s u b j e c t .  F o r  
h e  a l s o s a w  c l a s s i c a l  I n d i a n  l i t e r a t u r e , b o t h  b y  v i r t u e  o f  i t s  g r e a t 
s i z e  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  l i t e r a r y  a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  w e a l t h , a s  o n e  o f  
t h e  w o r l d ' s  g r e a t  c l a s s i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e s  a n d  p l e a d e d  f o r  i t s r e c o g 
n i t i o n  a s  s u c h . H e  n e v e r w h o l l y  r e s o l v e d  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  
i n s i s t e n c e  o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  a c a d e m i c  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a w i s h  t o  m a k e  h i s  
s u b j e c t m o r e  w i d e l y  k n o w n . T h i s  t e n s i o n  w a s  a l m o s t  e n d e a r i n g l y  
i l l u s t r a t e d  o n  a r e c e n t  O p e n  D a y  a t  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  O r i e n t a l  S t u d i e s  
w h e n  h e  u r g e d  v i s i t i n g  s c h o o l m a s t e r s  n o t  t o  t h i n k  o f  h i m  a n d  o f  h i s  
c o l l e a g u e s  a s  " r e m o t e  a n d  u n u s u a l  b e i n g s " , a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  m e e t i n g h e  
e x p r e s s e d  h i s  r e g r e t t h a t m o d e r n  s i x t h - f o r m e r s  s t u d y i n g  c l a s s i c s  w e r e  
n o t  t a u g h t  S a n s k r i t  c o g n a t e s  f o r  G r e e k  a n d  L a t i n  v o c a b u l a r y . 

H a p p i l y  h o w e v e r  B r o u g h ' s  s c h o l a r l y  l i f e w a s  n o t  t a k e n  u p  
e x c l u s i v e l y  b y  c r i t i c a l  t e x t u a l  a n d  p h i l o l o g i c a l  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  h e  d i d  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  m a n a g e  t o  a d d r e s s  a w i d e r  p u b l i c . I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a 
p e r i o d  i n  h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 s  h e  t r a n s l a t e d  o v e r  2 5 0  S a n s k r i t  
p o e m s  t o  f o r m  a v o l u m e  i n  t h e  P e n g u i n  C l a s s i c s  s e r i e s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
1 9 6 8  a s  P o e m s  f r o m  t h e  S a n s k r i t .  B o t h  i n  h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n s  a n d  i n  h i s  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  h e  i n d i c a t e d  a p r o f o u n d  e n t h u s i a s m  n o t  o n l y  f o r  S a n s k r i t  
l o v e  p o e t r y  b u t  f o r  t h e  v e r s e o f  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  a n d  m o d e r n  E u r o p e a n  
t r a d i t i o n  a s  w e l l . H i s  t r a n s l a t i o n s  a r e  d e l i g h t f u l  f o r  t h e i r  
u r b a n i t y , w i t a n d  e p i g r a m m a t i c  q u a l i t y  a n d  f o r  t h e i r  r a n g e  a n d  
s t y l i s t i c  i n v e n t i v e n e s s . F o r  m a n y  i n  t h e  C o l l e g e  t h i s  s l i m  a n t h o l og y  
s t i l l  c o m e s  a s  a r e v e l a t i o n , b o t h  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  t h e  
h i g h l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a n d  r e f i n e d  c u l t u r e  t o  w h i c h  i t  b o r e  w i t n e s s  a n d  
b e c a u s e  o f  w h a t i t  t o l d  u s  o f  i t s  t r a n s l a t o r . F o r  a f e w  o f  t h o s e  w h o  
k n e w  B r o u g h  o n l y  i n  t h e  l a s t  p e r i o d  o f  h i s  l i f e m i g h t  h a v e  s u s p e c t e d  
t h a t b e h i n d  t h e  f a s t i d i o u s  s c h o l a r  b e s e t  b y  i l l  h e a l t h  a n d  b y  t h e  
r e v e r s e s  i n f l i c t e d  o n  h i s  s u b j e c t  t h e r e  e x i s t e d  s o  p l a y f u l ,  c o u r t e o u s  
a n d  w a r m  s p i r i t e d  a n  i m a g i n a t i o n . T h o s e  w h o  w e r e  i n  t h e  F e l l o w s h i p  
w h e n  t h e  b o o k  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  h o w e v e r  m a y  s t i l l  r e c a l l  t h e  g r e a t  
p l e a s u r e  i t s  s u c c e s s  ga v e  h i m . F o r  a t i m e  f o l l o w i n g i t s  p u b l i c a t i o n , 
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o n  o c c a s i o n s  w h e n  w i n e w a s  o f f e r e d  i n  F e l l o w s ' r o o m s , h e  w o u l d  
c o m p o s e  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  f u l l  l o t u s  p o s i t i o n , i t s e l f  a f e a t  b e y o n d  m o s t  
m e m b e r s  o f  h i s  F a c u l t y ,  a n d  r e c i t e  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  t u r n e d  p o e m  
f r o m  h i s  a n t h o l og y . T h e  f a s t i d i o u s  s c h o l a r  a n d  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t  f o r  
S a n s k r i t l o v e  p o e t r y  � e t  w h e n  i n  1 9 7 3  h e  d e l i v e r e d  a p u b l i c  l e c t u r e  
i n  a s e r i e s  o n  O r i e n t a l  v e r s e  t r a d i t i o n s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  Fa c u l t y  o f  
O r i e n t a l  S t u d i e s . T h o s e  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  l e c t u r e  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r  t h e  
s e n s e  o f  c o n v i c t i o n  a n d  t h e  h i s t r i o n i c  i n t e n s i t y  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  
p r e s e n t e d h i s  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r . S u c h  o c c a s i o n s  h o w e v e r  w e r e  f� r t o o  
f e w , a n d  a s  i n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  h i s  l i f e h i s  h e a l t h  d e c l i n e d' t h e y  
b e c a m e  a m e m o r y  o n l y .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s c h o l a r l y  i n t e r e s t s , B r o u g h  h a d  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  a n d  c r i t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  m u s i c , wa s s o m e t h i ng o f  a 
m a t h e ma t i c i a n  a n d , a t  t h e  m o r e  p r a c t i c a l  l e v e l , a c a r p e n t e r .  H e  w a s  
a l s o  a n  e x p e r t  i n  b o t a n y  a n d  p l a n t  t a x o n o m y , a n d  h i s  c o m p a n y  w a s  
e n l i v e n e d  b y  t h e  f u n d  o f  a n e c d o t e s  h e  h a d  o n  b o t a n i c a l  ma t t e r s . H e  
c o m b i n e d  b o t h  l i n g u i s t i c  k n o w l e d ge , o f  J a p a n e s e , a n d  b o t a n i c a l  
e x p e r t i s e  i n  a n  a t t e m p t , t o  h i s  r e g r e t  u n s u c c e s s f u l , t o  h a v e  t h e  
s p e l l i n g  o f  t h e  w e l l  k n o w n  G i n k o  b i l o b a  c o r r e c t e d  t o  G i n k y o  b i l o b a . 
( G i n k y o  i s  a S i n o - J a p a n e s e  w o r d  m e a n i n g  " s i l v e r  a p r i c o t " ; roma n i z i n g  
k y o , a p r i c o t ,  a s  k o  m a k e s  i t  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  t o  J a p a n e s e ) .  A f t e r  a n  
e x p e d i t i o n  b y  c a r  to N e p a l  i n  1 9 5 5 - 5 6  h e  a n d  h i s  w i f e  M a r j o r i e , t o  
w h o m  h e  w a s  d e v o t e d  a n d  w h o  s h a r e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  b o t a n y , p r e s e n t e d  
a l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  h e r b a r i u m s p e c i m e n s  t o  t h e  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  M u s e u m  
i n  L o n d o n  a n d  l i v i n g  p l a n t s  t o  t h e  R o y a l  B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n  a t  
E d i n b u r g h . ( F o r  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  b o t a n i c a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  j o u r n e y , 
s e e  M a r j o r i e  A .  B r o u g h , " P l a n t s  o n  a j o u r n e y " ,  J o u r n a l  o f  t h e  R o y a l  
H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  V o l - L X X X I I I  ( 1 9 5 8 ) P a r t  5 ,  p p . 2 0 0 - 2 1 6 . ) H e  
o f t e n  s p o k e  o f  h i s  ga r d e n  a t  B i s h o p ' s  S t o r t f o r d , f o r  h e r e  h e  w a s  a b l e  
t o  g r o w , i n  s e m i - n a t u r a l i z e d  c o n d i t i o n s , s o m e  o f  t h e  c a l c i f u g e  
s p e c i m e n s  h e  k n e w f r o m  t r a v e l l i n g i n  N e p a l  a n d  n o r t h e r n  I n d i a .  S o m e  
o f  t h e  r a r e r m e c o n o p s i s , h e  c l a i m e d , h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  t he m s e l ve s the r e  

a n d  a s k y - b l u e  p r i m u l a  d e n t i c u l a t a  h a d  a l s o a p p e a r e d . Y e t  f o r  m o s t  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  t h i s  e x o t i c  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  d o ma i n  s t a y e d  a s  
c l o s e d  a s  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  S a n s k r i t  l o v e  p o e t r y , w h i c h  on l y  t h e  
a c c i d e n t  o f  a n  e a r l y  i l l n e s s  h a d  s e c u r e d  f o r  a w i d e r  r e a d e r s h i p .  

B e f o r e  h i s  h e a l t h  b r o k e  d o w n , B r o u g h  d i n e d  r e g u l a r l y  a t  t h e  H i g h  
T a b l e , w h e r e  h e  t e n d e d  t o  t a k e  G u i n n e s s  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i n e . H e  w a s  
a l s o  p u n c t i l i o u s  i n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  g r e a t  C o l l e g e  f e a s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h e  S t  J o h n  a n t e  p o r t a m  L a t i n a m  o n  6 Ma y .  T h o s e  w h o  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  
g r e a t  r a r i t y  o f  h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  w i l l  m i s s  h i s  c om p a n y  a n d  
c o n v e r s a t i o n . 

D .  t1 c Mu l l e n 

I I  

O n  1 7  J a n u a r y , 1 9 8 4 , a l e t t e r  f r o m  m y  f r i e n d  D r  R .  G l a s s c o c k  
a w a i t e d  m y  r e t u r n  f r o m  a b r o a d ; i t  c o n t a i n e d  a c o p y  o f  a N o t i c e  t o  
F e l l ow s  a s  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  S t  J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e . I d o u b t e d  m y  e y e s , 
b e c a u s e  i t  c o n v e y e d  t h e  s a d  n e w s  o f  m y  f r i e n d ' s  d e a t h . N e x t  d a y  
l e t t e r s  f r om M r  K . R .  N o r m a n  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  J o h n  C r o o k  r e a c h e d  h e r e  
w h i c h  i n f o r m e d  m e  o f  t h e  s a m e  n e w s . I m m e d i a t e l y  I t e l e p h o n e d  o n e  
a f t e r  a n o t h e r  t o  m y  c o l l e a g u e s  a m o n g  I n d o l og i s t s  h e r e  i n  J a p a n  w h o  
k n e w  J o h n  B r o u g h  c o n v e y i n g  t h e  n e w s , a n d  t h e y  w e r e  e q u a l l y  s h o c k e d  
a n d  d i s t r e s s e d . I s e n t  a c a b l e  o f  c o n d o l e n c e  t o  M r s  B r o u g h , w h o  u s e d  
t o  b e  s o  m u c h  d e p e n d e n t u p o n  a n d  a t t a c h e d  t o  h e r  h u s b a n d  a s  e v e r y o n e  
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k n o w s . H e  a s c e n d e d  t o  h e a v e n ,  l e a v i n g h i s  w i f e a n d  f r i e n d s  b e h i n d  i n  
d e e p  d i s t r e s s . 

J o h n  B r o u g h , t h e  B r i t i s h  S a n s k r i t i s t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p u t e , i s  
t h e  s c h o l a r  w h o s e  n a m e  I c a m e  t o  k n o w  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  1 9 5 2 , 
w h e n  I w a s  w r i t i n g m y  B . A .  t h e s i s  o n  a n c i e n t  I n d i a n  s p e c u l a t i o n s  o n  
l a n g u a g e . P r o f e s s o r  N .  N a k a m u r a  s u gg e s t e d  t o  m e  t o  r e a d  B r o u g h ' s  
a r t i c l e s  ' T h e o r i e s  e f  G e n e r a l  L i n g u i s t i c s i n  t h e  S a n s k r i t 
G r a m m a r i a n s ' ( T P S .  1 9 5 1 ) ,  ' A u d u m b a r a y a n a ' s T h e o r y  o f  L a n g u a g e ' ( B S O S . 
1 9 5 2 ) , a n d  ' sCliiie I n d i a n  T h e o r i e s  o f  M e a n i n g ' ( T P S . 1 9 5 3 ) .  I s t i l l  
r e m e m b e r  I w a s  v e r y  m u c h  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  h i s  k e a n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  
p r o b l e m s  a n d  h i s  f i n e  p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

I n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 5 4  I h a p p e n e d  t o  f i n d  i n  t h e  Ma r u z e n  
B o o k s t o r e  h i s  E a r l y  B r a h m a n i c a l  S y s t e m o f  G o t r a  a n d  P r a v a r a  
( C a m b r i d g e  1 9 5 3 ) , b u t  I c o u l d  h a r d l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  wa s w r i t t e n  b y  
t h e  s a m e  a u t h o r ,  J o h n  B r o u g h . Y e t , o u t  o f  c u r i o s i t y  a n d  f am i l i a r i t y  
w i t h  h i s  n a m e , I b o u g h t  t h i s  b o o k , w h i c h  e m b e l l i s h e d  a c o r n e r  o f  m y  
sm a l l  c o l l e c t i o n o f  f o r e i g n  b o o k s  i n  1 9 5 4 . I n  t h e  r u i n  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  
S e c o n d  W o r l d Wa r ,  a s  a y o u n g  s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  F a r  E a s t , I t h o u g h t o f  
t h i s  L o n d o n  s c h o l a r  o f  e m i n e n c e  w i t h  a w e s o m e  a t t a c h m e n t . 

I n  m y  e a r l y  p u b l i c a t i o n s , o n e  i n  I I J  ( 1 9 5 8 ) a n d  a n o t h e r  i n  J A O S  
( 1 9 5 9 ) I q u o t e d  J o h n  B r o u g h ' s  a r t i c l e s

-and I s e n t  o f f p r i n t s  o f  t h e m  
t o  h i m . H e  k i n d l y  a n s w e r e d  m e  w i t h n i c e  r e m a r k s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t .  
I t  wa s i n  t h e  a u t u m n  o f  1 9 5 9  t h a t  I c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  h i m  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e , a n d  t h e  l e t t e r  I s t i l l  k e e p  i s  d a t e d  4 N o v e m b e r  1 9 5 9 .  

I n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 6 5  J o h n  B r o u g h  l a n d e d  a t  Y o k o h a m a  h a r b o u r  a c c om 
p a n i e d  b y  h i s  w i f e , b e i n g  i n v i t e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  K y o t o  u n d e r  
t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  J a p a n  So c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r om o t i o n  o f  S c i e n c e s . I 
j o i n e d  P r o f e s s o r s  K a j i y a m a  a n d  O j i h a r a  o f  K y o t o U n i v e r s i t y , w h o  h a d  
m e t  h i m  p r ev i o u s ly i n  L o nd o n , i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  h i m  a t  t h e  v e r y  
mo m e n t  o f  l a n d i n g h i s  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y . I w a s  e x c i t e d  i n  
e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  m e e t i n g  i n  p e r s o n  t h e  s c h o l a r  w h o m  I k n e w  f r om h i s  
w r i t i n g s  a n d  t h r o u g h  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e . L a t e  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  h e  l a n d e d ; 
i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s  I n o t i c e d  a s l i m ,  f r i e n d l y - l o o k i n g  E n g l i s h m a n  
c a r r y i n g a b a g  a n d  p o r t a b l e  t y p e w r i t e r .  H e  s e t t l e d  a t  t h e  I n t e r 
na t i o n a l  H o u s e  o f  J a p a n , a n d  a f e w  d a y s  l a t e r  I h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
s p e n d  o n e  e v e n i n g  w i t h h i m . H o w e v e r , I h a d  t o  l e a v e  f o r  H a r v a r d  f o r  
o n e  y e a r i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  S e p t e m b e r  o f  t h e  s a m e  y e a r , a n d  t h u s  I 
c o u l d  n o t  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  h i s  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o  o u r  c o u n t r y . T h i s  
v i s i t  t o o k  p l a c e  s o o n  a f t e r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  G a n d h a r i  
D h a r m a p a d a  ( L o n d o n  1 9 6 2 ) , o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  o f  I n d o l o g y  s i n c e  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  Wa r .  I m u s t  m e n t i o n  
t h a t l a t e r  I h a d  a p r e c i o u s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e a d  t h i s  b o o k  c a r e fu l l y  
w i t h  M r  N o r m a n  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 7 9 . I n  a b r i e f  t a l k  w i t h J o h n  
B r o u g h  o n  t h a t  e v e n i n g , I n o t i c e d  h i s  g r o w i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  C h i n e s e . 

H i s  s e c o n d  v i s i t  t o  J a p a n  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  1 9 7 3 . I t  w a s  o n  a w a rm 
a f t e r n o o n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  A u g u s t , w h e n  I a c c om p a n i e d  t h e  l a t e  P r o f e s s o r  
T s u j i  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  B r o u g h s  a t  t h e  H a n e d a  A i r p o r t . T h i s  
t i m e  h e  s e t t l e d  a t  t h e  A s i a  C e n t r e , a n d  a f t e r  P r o f e s s o r  T s u j i  l e f t  w e  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  C h i n e s e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  w o r d s  n o t  
d i r e c t l y  f r o m  S a n s k r i t ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  G a n d h a r i  a n d  o t h e r  P r a k r i t  
l a n g u a g e s .  B u t  t h i s  t i m e  B r o u g h  s t a y e d  m o s t l y  i n  K y o t o , a n d  w e  i n  
t h e  T o k y o  I n d o l o g i c a l  C i r c l e  b e n e f i t t e d  f r o m  h i s  s c h o l a r s h i p  o n l y  i n  
t h e  l a s t  w e e k  o f  h i s  s t a y  i n  J a p a n  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g o f  D e c em b e r , w h e n  
I r e q u e s t e d  h i m  t o  g i v e  a l e c t u r e  i n  o u r  D e p a r t m e n t . 
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I n  1 9 7 7  h e  m a d e  h i s  t h i r d  v i s i t  t o  o u r  c o u n t r y , u n d e r  t h e  
a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  A c a d e m y , w i t h  h i s  n e w  p r o j e c t  o f  c o m p i l i n g  a 
B u d d h i s t  C h i n e s e - S a n s k r i t  D i c t i o n a r y  a n d  s t a y e d  f o r  t h r e e  m o n t h s  a t  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L o d g e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T o k y o . I t  w a s  
t h e  t i m e  w h e n  w e  r e p e a t e d  p e r s o n a l d i s c u s s i o n s , a n d  I o r g a n i z e d  a 
m e e t i n g  w h i c h  e n a b l e d  h i m  t o  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l a i n  h i s  i d e a  o f  
t h e  D i c t i o n a r y  i n  f r o n t  o f  B u d d h i s t  s c h o l a r s  i n  T o k y o . I t  w a s  m y  
g r � a t p l e a s u r e  t o  p r e s i d e  o v e r  t h i s  m e e t i n g  i n  s u c h  a f r i e n d l y  a t m o s 
p h e r e , w h i l e  i n t e r p r e t i n g t o  h i m  J a p a n e s e  s c h o l a r s ' c o m m e n t s  a n d  
r e m a r k s ,  a n d  e x p l a i n i n g B r o u g h ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  m y  J a p a n e s e  c o l l � a g u e s . 
H e  w a s  p l e a s e d  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  B u d d h i s t  s c h o l a r s  a g r e e d  w i t h h i s  i d e a  
a n d  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t . H e  r e t u r n e d  t o  E n g l a n d  i n  f u l l  h o p e , 
b u t  w a s  l a t e r  d i s c o u r a g e d , b e i n g u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  a n y  f o u n d a t i o n t o  
s u p p o r t  h i s  p r o j e c t  f i n a n c i a l l y .  I s t i l l  r e m e m b e r  t h o s e  d a y s  w h e n  w e  
s a t  t o g e t h e r  i n  a c o r n e r  o f  a s m a l l  c o f f e e  s h o p  n e a r  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  
a f t e r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n . W e  w a l k e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  t a l k  a n d  e a c h  t i m e  w e  
p a r t e d  f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r  a t  t h e  M e g u r o  s t a t i o n . 

I n  1 9 7 8  I w a s  g r a n t e d  a F e l l o w s h i p  a t  S t  J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e , a n d  
s p e n t  a y e a r  i n  C a m b r i d g e  u n d e r  t h e  b e s t  c a r e o f  t h e  B r o u g h s . I c a m e  
t o  k n o w  t h e  Ma s t e r , P r o f e s s o r  Ma n s e r g h , a n d  F e l l o w s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e , 
a n d  m e t  i n  p e r s o n  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  O r i e n t a l  S t u d i e s . We  
d i s c u s s e d  t h e  D i c t i o n a r y  p r o j e c t , b u t  I b e g a n  t o  n o t i c e  s o m e  s y m p t o m s  
a l r e a d y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  h i s  h e a l t h . He  
o f t e n  c o m p l a i n e d  of  p a i n s  in  h i s  l e g s , and t h o s e  w h o  came to  s e e  h i m  
f o u n d  h i m  s u d d e n l y  a g e d . I f u r t h e r  n o t i c e d  h i s  w o r s e n i n g  p h y s i c a l  
h e a l t h  w h e n  w e  m e t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  W o r l d  S a n s k r i t  C o n f e r e n c e  h e l d  
i n  V a r a n a s i  i n  O c t o b e r  1 9 8 1 . 

I n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 2  h e  c a m e  t o  T o k y o ,  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  A c a d e m y , a n d  s t a y e d  f o r  s i x  w e e k s . T h i s t i m e  w e  w o r k e d  h a r d  

i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  s o m e  f o u n d a t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  D i c t i o n a r y  P r o j e c t ,  

a n d  w e  m a n a g e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  M r  T .  K u b o ,  t h e  a b b o t  o f  t h e  R e i y u k a i , w h o  

p r om i s e d  u s  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h  P r o f e s s o r  

A .  H i r a k a w a , a n d  w h o  w i l l  p u b l i s h  i t  i n  t h r e e  y e a r s  t i m e . T h i s  i s  

n o w  i n  p r o g r e s s  a n d  I wa s a b l e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  i n  p e r s o n  t o  h i m  h o w  i t  

h a d  b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t o r s h i p  o f  H i r a k a w a  w h e n  I 

v i s i t e d  C a m b r i d g e  i n  A p r i l  1 9 8 3  o n  m y  w a y  b a c k  f r o m  T u b i n g e n .  

I t  i s  n o w  m y  g r e a t  r e g r e t  t h a t  h e  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b l e  t o  
p r o j e c t  r e a l i z e d . I n  f a c t  w e  h a d  e x p e c t e d  h i m  t o  w r i t e  t h e  
a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  s e v e r a l i t e m s  t o  t h e  D i c t i o n a r y . 

s e e  h i s  
p r e fa c e  

H e  c a m e  t o  J a p a n  f o u r  t i m e s , e a c h  t i m e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  h i s  

w i f e . H e  w a s  f o n d  o f  t h i s  s ma l l  i s l a n d  i n  t h e  F a r  E a s t  a n d  o f  i t s 

p e o p l e ,  n o t  o n l y  I n d o l og i s t s  b u t  a l s o  B o t a n i s t s  w h o  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  

f r i e n d s  o f  M r s  B r o u gh , E v e r y  t i m e  h e  v i s i t e d  J a p a n ,  a l l  t h e s e  f r i e n d s  

w e r e  h a p p y  t o  e n t e r t a i n  h i m  a n d  M r s  B r o u g h . T h i s  g i f t e d  s c ho l a r , a 

f r i e n d  o f  J a p a n e s e  I n d o l o g i s t s , w i l l  r e m a i n  i n  o u r  m e m o r y . D e s p i t e  

h i s  u n e x p e c t e d  d e a t h , h i s  f i n e  w o r k  i n  S a n s k r i t  l a n g u a g e  a n d  

l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  r e m a i n  f o r  e v e r  a s  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n t o  

s c h o l a r s h i p . 

M i n o r u  H a r a 
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N o rm a n ' s  f a t h e r  W . M .  H e n r y  w a s  G e o g r a p h y  M a s t e r  a t  A b e r d e e n  
G r am m a r  S c h o o l ; a m a n  o f  w i d e  s c h o l a r l y  i n t e r e s t , h i s  i n f l u e n c e  i s  
c l e a r l y  s e e n  o n  t h e  s o n . T h u s  w h i l e  N o r m a n  e n t e r e d  A b e r d e e n  
U n i v e r s i t y  t o  r e a d  G e o g r a p h y , h e  w a s  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  s p e n d  a y e a r  
r e a d i n g E n g l i s h .  B y  t h e  t i m e  h e  h a d  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  f o u r - y e a r  H o n o u r s  
d e g r e e  c o u r s e  h e  w a s  e f f e c t i v e l y  a g e o l o g i s t , a n d  w h e n  h e  c a m e  t o  
C a m b r i d g e a n d  S t  J o h n ' s  a s  a r e s e a r c h  s t u d e n t  h e  w e n t  t o  w o r k  i n  t h e  
t h e n  n e w l y f o u n d e d  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  M i n e r a l o g y  a n d  P e t r o l o g y  w h o s e  
e x i s t e n c e  o w e d  s o  m u c h  t o  t h e  v e t e r a n  J o h n i a n  P e t r o l o g i s t  A l f r e d  
H a r k e r .  T h e  m i d - t h i r t i e s  s a w  t h e  r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  X - r a y  t e c h n i q u e s  
i n  C r y s t a l  S t r u c t u r e  a n a l y s i s  a n d  N o rm a n  b e c a m e  e n t h r a l l e d  b y  t h e  
e l e g a n c e  o f  t h e s e  t e c h n i q u e s ; h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  D e m o n s t r a t o r  i n  
C r y s t a l l o g r a p h y  i n  1 9 3 9  a n d  h e l d  t h i s  a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  l e c t u r e s h i p  
u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1 9 7 8 . N o r m a n  p u b l i s h e d  n o  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f - a 
d o z e n  s h o r t  r e s e a r c h  p a p e r s  a n d  t h e s e  b e f o r e  1 9 5 0 ; t h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  
t h a t h i s  m � t i e r  w a s  a s  a t e a c h e r , o r g a n i s e r , a n d  c o o r d i n a t o r . A s  a 
t e a c h e r  h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  o n  a n a l y t i c a l  r e c i t i t u d e  a n d  a b h o r r e n c e  o f  a l l  
t h e a t r i c a l i t y  m a d e  h i m  s o m e w h a t d r y  f o r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  t a s t e , b u t  h e  
w a s  m u c h  i n  d e m a n d  a s  a s u p e r v i s o r  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  f i f t i e s  a n d  e a r l y  
s i x t i e s  w a s  n o t e d  f o r  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n d u c t c o n c u r r e n t  s u p e r v i s i o n s  
f o r  t w o  g r o u p s  i n  a d j a c e n t  r o o m s . D u r i n g t h e  f o r t i e s  a n d  f i f t i e s  h e  
p e r f o r m e d  v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e  a s  c o - e d i t o r  o f  t h e  n e w  j o u r n a l  A c t a  
C r y s t a l l o g r a p h i c a  a n d  a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  T a b l e s--of 

C r y s t a l l o g r a p h y , a n d  h e  a l s o c o - a u t h o r e d  a h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  t e x t b o o k  
T h e  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  X - r a y  D i f f r a c t i o n P h o t og r a p h s  w i t h  H .  L i p s o n  
a n d  W . A .  Wo o s t e r  ( 1 9 5 2 ) . 

U n d o u b t e d l y  N o r ma n ' s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s c i e n t i f i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n , 
h o w e v e r , w a s  i n  h i s  w o r k  o n  q u a n t i t a t i v e  r e f l e c t e d  l i g h t  m i c r o s c o p y . 
T h e  u s e  o f  m e t a l l o g r a p h i c  t e c h n i q u e s  i n  c h a r a c t e r i s i ng o p a q u e  
m i n e r a l s  ( o f t e n  c a l l e d " O r e "  m i n e r a l s  s i n c e  m o s t  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  
i m p o r t a n t  m i n e r a l s  a r e  o p a q u e  o x i d e s  o r  s u l p h i d e s ) h a d  b e e n  p i o n e e r e d  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s  b u t  a t t e m p t s  t o  u s e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r s  
s u c h  a s  r e f l e c t a n c e  a n d  h a r d n e s s  h a d  f a i l e d , d u e  t o  t h e  o p t i c a l  c o m 
p l e x i t y  o f  a n i s o t r o p i c  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  i na d e q u a t e l y  p r e c i s e  i n s t r u 
m e n t a t i o n . T h e  p r o b l e m s  p o s e d  w e r e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  
N o r m a n ' s  m a n y  t a l e n t s  s e e m  a l m o s t t o  h a v e  b e e n  t a i l o r e d  f o r  t h e i r  
r e s o l u t i o n . H i s  a n a l y t i c a l  a n d  s c h o l a r l y  c a p a c i t y w a s  d i r e c t e d  
t ow a r d s  e l u c i d a t i n g  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  i n t e ra c t i o n  b e t w e e n  l i g h t  a n d  
o p a q u e  s u b s t a n c e s ;  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  M i c r o s c o p i c  S t u d y  o f  
O p a q u e  M i n e r a l s  ( 1 9 7 2 )  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  h i s  o l d  f r i e n d  R a y m o n d  
G a l o p i n  o f  G e n e v a . ( G a l o p i n ' s  p o s s e s s i o n o f  v i n e y a r d  i n  t h e  V a l a i s  
w a s  n o t , a s  r u m o u r  h a d  i t ,  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h i s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n , b u t  i t  
c a n  h a v e  d o n e  i t  n o  h a rm ) . H i s  f l a i r  f o r  d e s i g n , a n d  h i s  a b i l i t y t o  
c o l l a b o r a t e  u n s e l f i s h l y  w i t h  o t h e r  w o r k e r s  ( o f t e n  g i v i n g t h e m  t h e  
c r e d i t ) l e d  t o  c r u c i a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  m e a s u r i n g  d e v i c e s  d u r i n g a 
p e r i o d  o f  r a p i d  t e c h n o l og i c a l  c h a n g e . L a s t l y  h i s  f l a i r  f o r  
o r ga n i s i n g c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  u s e r  s c h o o l s  p r o m o t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
a g r e e m e n t  o n  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  s t a n d a r d i s e d  m o d e s  o f  p r a c t i s e . I n  t h i s  
h i s  c o m m a n d  o f  m a n y  E u r o p e a n  l a n g u a g e s a n d h i s  d e l i g h t  i n  s p e a k i n g  
t h e m  w a s  a n  e n o r m o u s  a s s e t  - a t  a t i m e  w h e n  B r i t o n s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  d e e p  
s u s p i c i o n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o n t i n e n t , N o rma n ' s  p a t e n t  p a n - E u r o p e a n  
a t t i t u d e a n d  j o y i n  E u r o p e a n  c u l t u r e s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e o f  R o m a n c e  
c o u n t r i e s ) c r e a t e d  g r e a t  g o o d  w i l l  a n d  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e  i n  w h i c h  
a g r e e m e n t s  a n d  c o m p r om i s e s  w e r e  w i l l i n g l y  m a d e . 

47 



48 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a c c o r d  w a s  a l s o  p r o m o t e d  by a M i n e r a l og y  a n d  
Ma t e r i a l s  N e w s  B u l l e t i n  e d i t e d  a n d  p r o d u c e d  b y  N o r m a n w h i c h  r a n  f o r  
o v e r  t h i r t y  i s s u e s  u n t i l  1 9 7 8 ,  a c t i n g  a s  a c h a n n e l  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  w o r k e r s  o n  o p a q u e  m i n e r a l s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a ma s s i v e  
D a t a  F i l e  o n  o p a q u e  m i n e r a l s  w a s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  b y  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
M i n e r a l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  c o l l a t e d  a n d  e d i t e d  b y  N o rm a n . 
A l t h o u g h  d e b i l i t a t e d  b y  h i s  i l l n e s s , N o r m a n  k e p t  h i s  s e n s e  o f  
s c i e n t i f i c  p u r p o s e  un t i l  h i s  f i n a l  v i s i t t o  A d d e n b r o o k e s , l e a v i n g  i n  
h i s  C o l l e g e  R o o m s  a n  a l m o s t  c om p l e t e d  m a n u s c r i p t  o n  t h e  o r i g i n  a n d  
m e a s u r e m e n t  o f  c o l o u r  i n  m i n e r a l s  - c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  l a b e l l e d  
" C o l o u r  B o o k " . 

T h e s e l f l e s s n e s s  a n d  u n c a l c u l a t i n g g e n e r o s i t y  t h a t c h a r a c t e r i s e d  
h i s  l i f e  e n d e a r e d  N o r m a n t o  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  a s s o c i a t e s  a s  t o  h i s  
o t h e r  f r i e n d s . A h a r r a s s e d  c o l l e a g u e  o n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  F u l l  T e r m  
m i g h t  b e  g r e e t e d  b y  " C h e e r  u p , B r o t h e r , t h e r e ' s  a g o o d  t i m e  c o m i n g  _ 

w e ' r e  o n e  s i x t i e t h  o f  t h e  w a y  t h r o u g h  t e rm ! "  H e  w a s  a l w a y s  k i n d a n d  
w e l c o m i n g  t o  n e w c o m e r s , e s p e c i a l l y  r e s e a r c h  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  o v e r s e a s , 
w h o s e  p a r t i c u l a r  l o n e l i n e s s  he s e e m e d  c o m p l e t e l y  t o  c o m p r e h e n d . H e  
c o u l d  h o w e v e r  m a k e  t h e  m i s t a k e  o f  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  h i s  o w n  a l t r u i s t i c  
t e m p e r a m e n t  w a s  s h a r e d  b y  o t h e r s , a n d  w a s  h a r d l y  p o p u l a r  w h e n  p e r h a p s  
w i t h  m o r e  c o m p a s s i o n  t h a n  j u d g e m e n t  h e  w o u l d  a c c e p t  a " t h i r d - w o r l d "  
s t u d e n t  o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n t h a t  a c o l l e a g u e  w o u l d  s u p e r v i s e  h i m .  

A l t h o u g h  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  p o l i t i c a l l y  n a i v e  h e  wa s n o t  r e a l l y  a 
p o l i t i c a l  a n i m a l , d e t e s t i n g  d e v i o u s n e s s  a s  h e  d i d .  H o w e v e r  h e  
e n j o y e d  g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  d o n e  a n d  i n  t h e  c o u p s  o f  h i s  c a r e e r  i t  i s  
c l e a r  t h a t  h e  f a r  p r e f e r r e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  u n k n o w n  k i n g  m a k e r  t o  t h e  
p r e c a r i o u s  e m i n e n c e  o f  a t h r o n e . 

G . A .  C h i n n e r  

1 1  

N o rm a n  H e n r y  w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  a ( t e a c h i n g ) F e l l o w s h i p  o f  h i s  
b e l o v e d  C o l l e g e  i n  1 9 6 0 , c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l a t e  i n  h i s  c a r e e r .  H e  s e r v e d  
t h e  C o l l e g e  a s  S t e w a r d  b e t w e e n  1 9 6 1  a n d  1 9 6 9 , a n d  a s  P r a e l e c t o r  
b e tw e e n  1 9 7 1  a n d  1 9 7 5 . I n  t h e  f o r m e r p o s t  h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  g i v e  f r e e  
r e i n  t o  h i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  f o o d  a n d  w i n e ; i n  t h e  l a t t e r , 
a s  t h e  F a t h e r  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e , t o  h i s  s h y  S c o t t i s h  l o v e  o f  f o r m a l i t y 
a n d  t r a d i t i o n . 

H e  w i l l  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  w i t h g r e a t  a f f e c t i o n a s  a t r u e  C o l l e g e  
m a n . H e  d i n e d  i n  H a l l  a l m o s t n i g h t l y  a n d  s c a r c e l y  e v e r  m i s s e d  a 
F e l l o w s ' w i n e  c i r c l e .  H i s  c o u r t e s y  a n d  k i n d l i n e s s  w e r e  e x e m p l a r y  a n d  
h e  a l w a y s  t o o k  p a r t i c u l a r  t r o u b l e  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  g u e s t s  a n d  s t r a n g e r s  
a t  H i g h T a b l e .  H e  g r e a t l y  e n j o y e d  t h e  c om p a n y  o f  s c h o l a r s  a n d  t o  t h e  
l a s t  w a s  a s s i d u o u s  i n  h i s  r e a d i n g  o f  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  q u i t e  
a p a r t  f r o m  h i s  c h o s e n  f i e l d .  H e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n j o y e d  t h e  c o m p a n y  o f  
y o u n g e r  F e l l o w s  a n d  i n  a n  a v u n c u l a r  m a n n e r  w a s  f r e e  w i t h  h i s  a d v i c e  
a b o u t  t h e i r  c a r e e r s . H e  w a s  g e n e r o u s  t o  a f a u l t , g i v i n g a l a rg e  
n u m b e r  o f  l u n c h  p a r t i e s  t o  c h o s e n  f r i e n d s , a n  a n n u a l  C h r i s t m a s  l u n c h  
f o r  c h i l d r e n  o f  F e l l o w s  a n d  ( a s i t  n o w  a p p ea r s ) s u b s i d i s i n g h e a v i l y  
f r o m  h i s  o w n  p o c k e t  t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  W i n e  a n d  F o o d  
S o c i e t y  o f  w h i c h  h e  w a s  t h e  f o u n d e r  a n d  w h i c h  n o w  i s  h a p p i l y  c a l l e d 
b y  h i s  n a m e . 

I n  g e n e r a l ,  N o r m a n  H e n r y ' s  v i e w s  w e r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e t h o u g h  
i n t e r e s t i n g l y , h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  c o n t r a s t e d  s h a r p l y  w i t h  t h e  l e f t - w i n g  
v i e w s  t o  w h i c h  h e  h a d  b e e n  a t t r a c t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s . A s  a F e l l o w o f  
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t h e  C o l l e g e , h i s  v i e w s  w e r e  c l e a r , c r i t i c a l  a n d  ( a g a i n ) c o n s e r v a t i v e . 
T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  g o o d  t u t o r s  w a s  t o  h i m  t h e  s i n g l e m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
o f  a l l  t h e  C o l l e g e ' s  f u n c t i o n s , f o r  t u t o r s  w e r e  ' i n t h e  f r o n t  l i n e ' ; 
i n d e e d , t h e  g o o d  h e a l t h  o f  a / t h e  C o l l e g e  wa s b e s t  j u d g e d  b y  t h e  r e a d y  
a v a i l a b i l i t y w i t h i n  i t s  r a n k s  o f  s u i t a b l e  t u t o r i a l  m a t e r i a l . T h e  
C o u n c i l , w h a t e v e r  i t s  c o m p o s i t i o n , w a s  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  f e e b l e n e s s . 
C h a n g e  w a s  i n v a r i a b l y  f o r  t h e  w o r s e . P r o p e r  p r u d e n c e  e x e r c i s e d  b y  
t h b s e  w h o  s a t  i n  t h e  W i n e  C i r c l e  s h o u l d  a r r a n g e  t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  
m a j o r  C o l l e g e  o f f i c e s , i n  e a c h  c a s e , f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  n � x t  t w o  
v a c a n c i e s .  T h e  S t e w a r d , w h o e v e r  h e  w a s , w a s  a l w a y s  gu i l t y o f ' g r o s s  
c a r e l e s s n e s s  i n  t h e  a c c e n t u a t i o n  o f  F r e n c h  w o r d s  o n  t h e  m e n u c a r d s ; 
a n d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  S t e w a r d , b e c a u s e  " a l l r o t  s t a r t s  a t  t h e  t o p " . 
O t h e r  b a c h e l o r  F e l l o w s  w e r e  o f t e n  g u i l t y  o f  t h e  s e r i o u s  m i s d e m e a n o r  
o f  o r a t o r y  a n d  s o m e  o t h e r s , d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e i r  v i e w s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
t h e i r  a g e , w e r e  a f f l i c t e d  b y  d e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  
s y s t e m . S u c h  v i e w s , f r e e l y  o f f e r e d , w e r e  o f f e r e d  o n l y i n  t h e  p r i v a c y  
o f  t h e  F e l l o w s h i p  a n d  w e r e  n e v e r  a t  v a r i a n c e  w i t h a f i e r c e l y  h e l d  
l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  C o l l e g e . W o e  b e t i d e  a n y  p e r s o n , e v e n  a J o h n i a n  wh o ,  
n o t  a F e l l o w , d a r e d  t o  o f f e r  c r i t i c i s m o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  o r  i t s 
o f f i c e r s . A n d  w h e r e  t h e  o u t w a r d  m a r k s  o f  l o y a l t y  a r e  c o n c e r n e d , w h o  
o t h e r  t h a n  N . F . M . H .  w o u l d  u n f l i n c h i n g l y  r e t a i n  h i s  a c c u s t o m e d  d r e s s  
o f  a ( v e r y )  d a r k  s u i t  w i t h  a J o h n i a n  t i e  w h e t h e r  i n  A b e r d e e n , P a r i s ,  
o r  t h e  h e a t  o f  I t a l y  i n  h i g h  s u mm e r ?  

I t  w a s  N o r m a n  H e n r y ' s  d e e p  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  C o l l e g e  w h i c h  p r o m p t e d  
h i m  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  T h e  E a g l e  t o  p u b l i s h  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  
f a m o u s  ' s o n s  o f  M a r g a r e t ' ( a s h e  c a l l e d J o h n i a n s ) .  I n  h i s  l a s t  y e a r s  
h e  g a v e  h i m s e l f  t i r e l e s s l y  t o  t h i s  t a s k  a n d , o n  h i s  d e a t h b e d , w a s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  h i s  y o u n g e r  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  s h o u l d  
c o n t i n u e  t h i s  w o r k  t h a t  h e  h a d  b e gu n .  H e  w a s  s i m i l a r l y  m u c h  c o n c e r n e d  
t o  b r i n g t o  p u b l i c a t i o n a n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  o c c u p a n c y  o f  C o l l e g e  r o o m s  
f r o m  1 9 3 6  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y . 

N o rm a n  H e n r y  w a s  i n  h i s  l a t e r  y e a r s  p a r t i a l l y  d e a f ,  a n  
a f f l i c a t i o n  t h a t  h e  r e l i s h e d  s i n c e  i t  e n a b l e d  h i m , b y  t h e  d i s c r e e t  
c o n t r o l  o f  h i s  e a r - t r u m p e t , t o  w i t h d r a w  f o r m  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  o n  t o p i c s  
u n c o n g e n i a l  t o  h i m . S i m i l a r l y  h e  w o r e  h i s  p r e j u d i c e s  l i g h t l y ;  f o r  
e x a m p l e , t h o u g h  a g r e a t  a d m i r e r  o f  p r o p e r  p a i n t i n g , h e  w a s  t o t a l l y  
d i s m i s s i v e  o f  a l l  m o d e r n  e n d e a v o u r  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  

N . F . M . H .  b e g a n  t o  s u f f e r  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s  i n  1 9 8 1 , a n d  h i s  
g r e a t e s t  s a d n e s s  w a s  t h a t  h e  wa s a d v i s e d  t o  f o r e g o  e n j o y i n g  t h e  w i n e s  
( a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  M a d e i r a ) t h a t  h e  s o  l o v e d . I t  w a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  
h i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  i n n e r  d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  h e  d i d  s o  a t  o n c e  
a n d  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n . S i m i l a r r e s o u r c e s  o f  i n n e r  d i s c i p l i n e w e r e  
a c c u s t o m e d  t o  p r o m p t  N o rm a n  H e n r y  t o  b r i n g  m a n y  a c o n v i v i a l  e v e n i n g 
t o  a n  e n d  w i t h  a a v u n c u l a r  " We l l  n o w , b r o t h e r s , i t ' s  t i m e  f o r  t h e  
d o w n y  c o u c h " . I t  w a s  n o t  d o n e  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n .  

O n  S u n d a y J u l y  1 0 t h  1 9 8 3 , 
d o w n y  c o u c h  f o r  t h e  l a s t  t i m e . 
u n s e l f i s h n e s s  a n d  t r a n q u i l i t y .  
t h e  W i n e  C i r c l e  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  

N . F . M . H .  w a s  h i m s e l f  b i d d e n  t o  t h e  
H e  o b e y e d  t h e  s u mm o n s  w i t h  c o u r a g e , 

T h e  p r e c i s e  t i m e  w a s  t h a t  a t  wh i c h  
b r e a k  u p . 

" F o r s a k e  n o t  a n  o l d  f r i e n d ; F o r  t h e  n e w  i s  n o t  
c o m p a r a b l e  t o  h i m :  A s  n e w  w i n e , s o  i s  a n e w  f r i e n d ; 
I f  i t  b e c a m e  o l d ,  t h o u  s h a l t  d r i n k  i t  w i t h g l a d n e s s . "  

E c c l e s i a s t i c u s  i x  1 0  

A . A .  Ma c i n t o s h 
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" Ma x "  N e w m a n , 
F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 4 . 

a n  H o n o r a r y  F e l l o w  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e , d i e d  o n  2 2  

H e  w a s  b o r n  i n  C h e l s e a  o n  7 F e b r u a r y  1 8 9 7  a n d  
L . C . C .  s c h o o l a n d  a t  t h e  C i t y  o f  L o n d o n  S c h o o l . 
o r i g i n a l  s u r n a m e  o f  N e u m a n n  t o  N e wm a n  b y  d e e d  p o l l  

w a s  e d u c a t e d  a t  a n  
H e  c h a n g e d  h i s  

i n  1 9 1 6 .  

H e  w a s  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  C o l l e g e  i n  1 9 1 5 ,  a n d  o b t a i n e d  a F i r s t i n  
P a r t  I o f  t h e  Ma t h e m a t i c a l  T r i p o s  i n  1 9 1 6  a n d  w a s  a W r a n g l e r  i n  P a r t  
1 1  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  S c h e d u l e  B ( t h e  t h e n  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  P a r t  I l l ) 
i n  1 9 2 1 .  H e  w a s  e l e c t e d  a F e l l o w  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  i n  1 9 2 3  a n d  b e c a m e  a 
U n i v e r s i t y L e c t u r e r  i n  1 9 2 7 . I n  1 9 4 5  h e  s u c c e e d e d  L . J .  M o r d e l l  a s  
F i e l d e n P r o f e s s o r  o f  Ma t h e m a t i c s  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ma n c h e s t e r  a n d  
h e l d  t h e  c h a i r  u n t i l  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1 9 6 4 . H e  wa s e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  
R o y a l  S o c i e t y i n  1 9 3 9 ,  a n d  w a s  a w a r d e d  i t s  S y l v e s t e r  M e d a l  i n  1 9 5 9 . 
H e  w a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  Ma t h e ma t i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1 9 5 0 - 5 1 ,  a n d  
r e c e i v e d  i t s D e  M o r g a n  M e d a l  i n  1 9 6 2 . 

H i s ma i n  m a t h e m a t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  w a s  i n  t o p o l o g y ; h e  p u b l i s h e d  
s o m e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p a p e r s  o n  i t s  c om b i n a t o r i a l  a s p e c t s  i n  1 9 2 6 - 3 2  a n d  
f u r t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  p a p e r s  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s . H e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  g i v e  
r e g u l a r  l e c t u r e s  i n  C a m b r i d g e  o n  a l g e b r a i c  t o p o l o g y ;  t h e  w r i t e r  
a t t e n d e d  h i s  c o u r s e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  i n  1 9 3 4 . H i s  i n t r o d u c t o r y  b o o k  
E l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  t o p o l o g y  o f  p l a n e  s e t s  o f  p o i n t s , p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 9 , 
m a d e  t h e  s u b j e c t  m u c h  m o r e  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  b e g i n n e r s  t h a n a n y  
p r e v i o u s  t e x t . H e  a l s o  h a d  a k e e n  i n t e r e s t  i n  m a t h e m a t i c a l  l o g i c , o n  
W h l C h  h e  l e c t u r e d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s , a n d  h e  p u b l i s h e d  s o m e  p a p e r s  i n  t h a t  
f i e l d  a n d  o n  r e l a t e d  t o p i c s . A s  a C o l l e ge S u p e r v i s o r  h e  k e p t  n o  
s t o r e  o f  s o l u t i o n s  t o  p a s t  T r i p o s  q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  t a c k l e d  q u e s t i o n s  a s  
t h e y  c a m e  u p ,  u s u a l l y  w i t h  s u c c e s s ; o r  a s e r i e s  o f  s u p e r v i s i o n s  m i g h t  
t u r n  i n t o  a m i n i - c o u r s e  o f  l e c t u r e s . 

A b o u t  1 9 3 8  h e  a n d  P h i l i p  H a l l  s t a r t e d  a j o i n t  s e m i n a r  i n  a l g e b r a  
a n d  t o p o l o g y , w h i c h  p l a y e d  a p a r t  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  m o d e r n  a x i o m a t i c  
p o i n t  o f  v i e w i n t o  C a m b r i d g e  Ma t h e m a t i c s . N u m b e r s  w e r e  s ma l l , b u t  
i n t e r e s t  w a s  k e e n . 

N e w m a n  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  1 9 3 9 - 4 5  a t  B l e t c h l e y  P a r k , w h e r e  
h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  a p p l y  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  m a t h e m a t i c a l  l o g i c  t o  t h e  
d e s i g n  o f  m a c h i n e s  f o r  u s e  i n  c o d e - b r e a k i n g .  H i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  
c o m p u t i n g  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  a s p e l l  a f t e r  t h e  W a r , w h e n  h e  w a s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r  M a n c h e s t e r  
c o m p u t e r . H e  r e c r u i t e d  a r e m a r k a b l y  d i s t i n gu i s h e d  g r o u p  o f  
m a t h e ma t i c i a n s  i n t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ma n c h e s t e r  a n d  o r g a n i s e d  t h em 
i n t o  a m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  d e p a r t m e n t . 

D u r i n g h i s  t i m e  a s  a F e l l o w o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  M a x  t o o k  a g r e a t  d e a l  
o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  i t s  b u i l d i n g s , a s  i s  
w i t n e s s e d  b y  t h e  e n j o y a b l e  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  h e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  
T h e  E a g l e i n  1 9 3 2 - 3 4 ; a n d  h e  h e l p e d  t o  c h o o s e  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  
n e w  b u i l d i n g s  i n  C h a p e l  C o u r t  a n d  N o r t h  C o u r t . H i s  e l e c t i o n  a s  a n  
H o n o r a r y  F e l l o w i n  1 9 7 3  g a v e  h i m  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e ; h e  t h o r o u g h l y  
e n j o y e d  d i n i n g a t  H i g h T a b l e  a n d  t a k i ng p a r t  i n  C o l l e g e  f u n c t i o n s . 

M a x  N e w m a n m a r r i e d  L y n  I r v i n e  i n  1 9 3 4 , a n d  t h e y  h a d  t w o  s o n s . 
T h r o u g h o u t  h i s  t i m e  i n  M a n c h e s t e r , h e  r e t a i n e d  h i s  h o u s e  i n  C o m b e r t o n  
a n d  s p e n t  a s  m u c h  t i m e  t h e r e  a s  h e  c o u l d ; h e  r e t u r n e d  t h e r e  
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a l t o g e t h e r  a f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t ,  a n d  r e m a i n e d  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  
h i s  l i f e , a p a r t  f r o m  s o m e  o v e r s e a s  v i s i t i n g  p r o f e s s o r s h i p s . A f t e r  
h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ' s  d e a t h  i n  1 9 7 3  h e  m a r r i e d  M a r g a r e t ,  w i d o w  o f  t h e  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g e n e t i c i s t  L i o n e l  P e n r o s e , a n d  s h e  s u r v i v e s  h i m .  

M a x ' s  s o m e t i m e s  a b r u p t  m a n n e r  d i s g u i s e d  a f u n d a m e n t a l  s h y n e s s , 
b u t  h e  c o u l d  b e  v e r y  g o o d  c o m p a n y , e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  h e  a l l o w e d  f u l l  
p l a y  t o  h i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s a r d o n i c  s e n s e  o f  h um o u r .  

F . S m t t h i e s  

( Photograph c . 1 936 ) 

Re�ews 

M e m o r i e s  o f  S t  J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e , C a m b r i d g e , 1 9 1 9  - 1 9 6 9 . 
B y  J . S .  B o y s  S m i t h . S t  J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e , C a m b r i d g e , 1 9 8 3 . 

S t  J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e , p e r h a p s  m o r e  t h a n  m a n y  C a m b r i d g e  C o l l e g e s , 
h a s  b e e n  w e l l  s e r v e d  b y  i t s  m o r e  r e c e n t  m e m o r i a l i s t s  - E . E .  R a v e n , 
A . C .  C r o o k , H . F .  H o w a r d , R . F .  S c o t t  a n d  m a n y  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  T h e  
E a g l e . J o h n  B o y s  S m i t h , a s  o n e  w o u l d  e x p e c t ,  h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  
e n h a n c e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n o f  h i s  f e l l o w  J o h n i a n s  i n  M e m o r i e s  o f  S t  
J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e , C a m b r i d g e , 1 9 1 9  t o  1 9 6 9 , p r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  C o l l e g e  
( c u r i o u s l y )  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s , O x f o r d . T h e  b o o k  c o n s i s t s  o f  
t w o  p a r t s , R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  L i f e i n  S t  J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e , 1 9 1 9 - 1 9 4 5 ,  
w r i t t e n  i n  1 9 7 9  a n d  F i f t e e n  Y e a r s  a s  S e n i o r  B u r s a r  o f  S t  J o h n ' s  
C o l l e g e , 1 9 4 4 - 1 9 5 9 , c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 8 2 . A r r i v i n g a s  a f r e s h m a n  i n  
1 9 1 9  B o y s  S m i t h  h a s  s e r v e d  t h e  C o l l e g e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  h i s  d a y s  a s  
u n d e r g r a d u a t e , b a c h e l o r  o f  a r t s , F e l l o w ,  C h a p l a i n , T u t o r , J u n i o r  
B u r s a r ,  E l y  P r o f e s s o r  o f  D i v i n i t y , S e n i o r  B u r s a r ,  Ma s t e r , a n d  f r o m  
1 9 6 3  t o  1 9 6 5  V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y , p o s s i b l y  a u n i q u e  
r e c o r d . T h e  p e r i o d  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  b o o k  i s  t h e  h a l f  c e n t u r y  f r o m  h i s  
a r r i v a l  t o  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  Ma s t e r s h i p  i n  1 9 6 9 , a p e r i o d  w h i c h  
s a w  f a r  r e a c h i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  l i f e o f  a 
C a m b r i d g e C o l l e g e  - a c a d e m i c , e c o n o m i c  a n d  d o m e s t i c . T h e  c o n t i n u e d  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  C o l l e g e s  o v e r  t h e  c e n t u r i e s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e i r  a b i l i t y t o  
a d a p t  t o  c h a n g e  ( a n a b i l i t y  s o m e  c r i t i c s  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  m i g h t  f i n d  
s u r p r i s i n g ) b u t  t h a t  a b i l i t y  i s  i n  a l a r g e  m e a s u r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  
r a r e  q u a l i t i e s o f  t h e  p e o ple w h o  g o v e r n  t h em , a n d  t h c i r  c o n c e r n  f o r  

t h e  s o c i e t y  t h e y  s e r v e . 

T h o s e  r a r e  q u a l i t i e s  a r e  e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h i s  b o o k . I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  
a B u r s a r  w h o  ' m u s t  b e  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p u r p o s e  a n d  n e e d s  o f  
h i s  C o l l e g e ' b u t  t h e  F e l l o w s h i p  a s  a w h o l e ,  a l t h o u g h  B u r s a r s  a n d  
M a s t e r s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  c a r r y  a g r e a t e r  o b l i ga t i o n  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  s u c h  
a n  i n t e r e s t . I t  c a n n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a n  e a s y  c h o i c e  f o r  B o y s  S m i t h  t o  
m a k e  w h e n  h e  w a s  o f f e r e d  t h e  p o s t  o f  S e n i o r  B u r s a r ; h e  h a d  h e l d  t h e  
E l y  P r o f e s s o r s h i p  f o r  o n l y  a s h o r t  t i m e  o f  f o u r  y e a r s , h e  h a d  o n  h i s  
o w n  a d m i s s i o n , l i t t l e  f i n a n c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
w o u l d  b e  m u c h  t o  l e a r n , a n d  - i t  w a s  1 9 4 4  - w a s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  h u g e  
p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  fa c e  t h e  C o l l e g e  i n  a d a p t i n g t o  p o s t  w a r  c h a n g e . 
" I  c a m e  v e r y  c l o s e  i n d e e d  t o  r e f u s a l . . .  ( b u t ) I h a v e  n e v e r  s i n c e  
r e g r e t t e d  m y  d e c i s i o n . "  N e i t h e r ,  I s u s p e c t ,  h a s  t h e  C o l l e g e . 

B u t  a C o l l e g e  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  a s e t  o f  p u r p o s e s  a n d  n e e d s , a n d  t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  r e c o g n i s e  t h o s e  n e e d s  a n d  t o  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e m  i s  n o t  
i n  i t s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t ;  a n e c e s s a r y  c o n c o m i t a n t  i s  a r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
a n d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  m a k e  u p  t h e  C o l l e g e . T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  
i s  a n o t h e r  o f  B o y s  S m i t h ' s  q u a l i t i e s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  b o o k . 
M e m o r i e s  o f  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d i n i n g  p r a c t i c e , o f  d e l i v e r i e s  o f  c o a l  u p  
c o u n t l e s s  f l i g h t s  o f  s t a i r s , o f  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  b a t h r o o m s  a r e  
i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f , a n d  c o m p l i m e n t s  t o , t h o s e  
s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  w h o  w e r e  k n o w n  t o  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  J o h n i a n s . 
P o r t e r s , i n  a n y  C o l l e g e , a r e  t h e  p u b l i c  f a c e  o f  a m a i n l y  i n v i s i b l e  
a r m y  o f  c o o k s , b e d m a k e r s , g y p s  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  m e n . T o o  o f t e n  t o o  
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Obituaries 

GEOFF REY BA R RACLOU G H  

Professor Geoffrey Barraclough died on 26 December 1984 , aged 
76. A historian whose career was remarkable both for its variety and 
iis distinction, he was a Fellow of St John' s 193 6-46 and 1962-7. 

Born at Bradford on 10 May 1908, the son of Walter Barraclough, 
merchant, and Edith Mary Barraclough of Ilkley, he was educated at 
Bootham School York and Oriel College Oxford before going to Munich 
in 193 1 as Bryce Research Scholar. There he embarked on the research 
which between then and the end of the Second World War led to a 
substantial series of notable publications on the medieval papacy and 
the history of Germany. Some of these were pioneering studies of 
permanent value such as Public Notaries and the Papal Curia ( 1934 )  
and Papal Provisions ( 193 5); others, especially Medieval Germany 
( 1938), The Origins of Modern Germany ( 1946) and Factors in German 
History ( 1947), were designed to make the results of recent German 
scholarship available to the English-reading public. The last two, 
appearing just after the War, struck some British critics as unduly 
indulgent to the German case. Yet they too have remained 
indispensable works for students of the subject - like their author, 
terse, forceful and comprehensive. 

Barraclough had moved from Oxford to a Fellowship at St John's 
in 1936. In the following year he took up a University Lectureship. 
After war service in the R. A. F: he was appointed in 1946 to the Chair 
of Medieval History at Liverpool. Already, however, he was becoming 
increasingly disenchanted with medieval history and troubled by a 
sense of its irrelevance to 'modern problems' . The Battle of 
Stalingrad, he wrote in 1946, had ' made a total revision of European 
history imperative'. It had disturbed him in 194 3 to realise that 
though he knew 'a great deal of the machinery of the papal chancery 
in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries', he knew ' nothing of the 
Piasts, the Przemyslids and the Ruriks' . The effect of the 
revelation that Western Europe was no longer the centre of the world 
was to persuade Barraclough to change direction himself and to seek 
to influence the future of historical scholarship by giving due 
weight to the contemporary history of the extra-European world. 
History in a Changing World ( 1955) was the collection of essays in 
which he publicised his convictions. A radical manifesto, it was 
loudly acclaimed by part of the profession and eagerly espoused by 
sixth-form Oxbridge candidates who had outstripped Trevelyan, had 
assimilated Butterfield and were born too soon for E. H. Carr. Yet, 
as the contents of that collection indicate, Barraclough's medieval 
interests were not altogether over-shadowed by his new pre
occupations. Both at Liverpool and after 1956 at London where he had 
succeeded Arnold Toynbee as Stevenson Research Professor of 
International Relations at the Royal IQstitute of International 
Affairs, he continued to publish work on medieval sub jects. The last 
fruit of this branch of his interests was The Medieval Papacy ( 1968) 
and The Crucible of Europe ( 1976). 
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In 1962 he returned to St John' s to work on a history of the 
contemporary world. History undergraduates of the College were sent 
to him for supervision on Early Political Thought and Medieval 
Europe. (At least one pair of Part I candidates were unclear for 
much of a term what they had been sent to him for. One thought 
Modern, the other Medieval. Neither, it turned out, was entirely 
mistaken. l As supervisor Barraclough presented n uncustomary 
challenge in a College renowned for the distinctiveness as well as 
the distinction of its History Fe1lows. He could certainly be 
bracing, telling you as you stumbled about in Plato's cave that the 
only political philosopher 'any good anyway' was T.H. Green. There 
would be long silences when all present stared transfixed at the copy 
on his shelves of Fischer's Griff nach der Weltmacht which somehow 
dominated the room. There was a very long silence when his favourite 
pipe tobacco went out of producti� But, although to have an author 
identified as 'the man with the funny eyes' was exasperating even 
then, the benefits of his supervisions were disproportionately great. 
On a topic that fired him he was endlessly stimulating (though 
sometimes one felt that even his own enthusiasm somehow dejected 
him). He enjoyed a vaguely Bohemian reputation and was believed 
never to have forgiven Claude Guillebaud for something he had written 
in the thirties about Nazi economic policies. His regular obiter 
dicta on the grandees of the History Faculty were sometimes gnomic, 
usually acerbic. He gave the impression of being under constant 
siege. Supervisions were frequently conducted with all parties 
perambulating the room and with Barraclough for much of the time 
peering nervously out into Second Court. On one occasion the pupil 
coincided with him at the window as another Senior Member, then 
notable in St John's as he now is in the wider world, crossed the 
court. ' Mind you', G. B. remarked as if continuing a conversation, ' I  
don't blame him. I blame the College. ' The Times obituarist 
recalled that 'he was not the easiest of colleagues', but also paid 
tribute, amongst his 'outstanding virtues', to 'the care, training 
and inspiration he gave to his juniors'. The present writer, who 
profited from his kindness by correspondence long after he had been 
taught by him, can vouch for the second part of that. 

On leaving Cambridge in 1967 Barraclough held a succession of 
visiting professorships in the States, interrupted by his tenure of 
the Chichele Chair of Modern History at Oxford from 1970 to 1973. As 
in supervisions so in his career at large he was a restless figure. 
When he last visited the College in the summer of 1983, still spry at 
seventy-five, he was on his way to take up a chair at Munich - and 
was already planning the next move. In his Introduction to 
Contemporary History (1964 ) he described Sun Yat-sen as ' one of those 
rare men - in this respect not unlike Gladstone - who became more 
radical with age' (p. 177l. Some such epitaph might have contented 
Barraclough himself - though it would surely have mortified him to 
have been treated to an obituary in a college magazine. 

Peter Linehan 

so· 

GEORGE EDWARD BRIG G S  

Throughout the long period o f  his association with S t  John's 

xtending over nearly seventy-three years, the College held a large e
l ace in Briggs's interest_ and affection. He served it in a wide 

. 
p

ariety of ways, as teacher, as administrator, and in other ways too, v
lwaYS with a care for its interests and with characteristic 

� ntegrity. He found it possible to combine this strong College 

interest with a distinguished academical career. 

He was admitted as a Scholar in 1912 under the tutorship of R. P. 

c regory (himself a botanist), to whom he felt a permanent sense of 

gratitude. He was placed in the first class in both Parts of the 

Natural Sciences Tripes, taking Botany in Part I I, and won the Frank 

sm art Prize in the University. He served in the Signals in the later 

ye ars of the war of 1914-18 with the rank of Sergeant, and in 1919 
returned to Cambridge. He was elected Allen Scholar in 1920, and in 
the same year was elected into a Fellowship of the College. He 
continued to hold a Fellowship until his death on 7 February 1985. 

Immediately after his election as a Fellow he was appointed a 
supervisor in the College and continued his College teaching for the 
next quarter of a century. In the meantime, he held a University 
Lectureship in Botany. In 193 7 he succeeded F. F. Blackman as Reader 
in Plant Physiology, and a Professorship in Plant Physiology was 
created for him in 194 6. He was elected Professor of Botany in 1948 
in succession to Professor Brooks. He had been elected a Fellow of 
the Royal Society in 1935. 

In October 1935, Briggs became Steward in the College, the third 
biologist in succession to hold the office, his two predecessors 
being F. F. Blackman and H. H. Brindley. He remained Steward until he 
became Professor of Plant Physiology in 1946. He was thus Steward 
throughout the difficult period of the Second World War, when the 
Initial Training Wing of the Royal Air Force, which was occupying 
most of the rooms in the New Court, shared with the College the use 
of the Hall and the Kitchen. The Kitchen Manager throughout his 
tenure of the Stewardship was A. J. Sadler, for whose ability and 
personal qualities Briggs always retains a special appreciation. 

In May 1952, following the unexpected death of M. P. Charlesworth, 
Briggs was elected President, and he held the office for eleven years 
until 1963. Though he did not share the exceptional gifts of 
hospitality that Charlesworth possessed in so remarkable degree, he 
filled the office with his customary ability and good judgment and 
With the support and co-operation of the Fellows. 

He had been elected a member of the College Council in June 1934, and he continued a member without intermission until his retirement from the Presidency in 1963. During some eleven years of his membership, from 1937 until 1948, he was Secretary of the Council. He also, for a brief period of three months, following the SUdden death of Sir Henry Howard in the Michaelmas Term of 194 3 ,  was Acting Senior Bursar. 

Brigg's tenure of these positions, together with his strong 
qttachment to the College and devotion to its interests, naturally 
brought him into very close contact with many aspects of its affairs. 
Prominent amongst them was the care of its gardens (though he was 
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characteristically insistant that he was a Plant Physiologist, not a 
horticulturist). He had had charge as Steward of the large Kitchen 
c arden th� College then maintained adjoining the Madingley Road and 
storey's Way. He was also greatly interested in the College 
buildings. He · had been associated with the building of the Maufe 
Buildings in the years imm�diately preceding the Second World War, 
and he was an active member of the committee that had charge of the 
building of the Cripps Building twenty years later; and he was a 

valuable member of the Old Buildings Committee concerned with 
problems of repair and restoration. He also greatly enjoyed visiting 
college properties, especially the agricultural properties, with 
successive Senior Bursars. I personally, during my tenure of the 
eursarship, had the pleasure of his company on visits to most of the 
areas of the country in which the College owns farms, and he made 
friendships amongst many College tenants, especially round Holbeach 
in South Lincolnshire. 

life 
owes 

It is not given to many people to take an active part 
of a College through so long a period of years, and St 

to Briggs a deep and lasting debt. 

in the 
John's 

J. S. Boys Smith 

Professor Briggs had one of the clearest, quickest and most 
incisive analytical minds in the biological world of his generation. 
Combined with a sound background in mathematics and physical 
chemistry, this caused him to feel that his own distinctive 
contribution to the development of biological science lay in the 
study of quantitative problems and specifically of quantitative 
problems in plant physiology; and hence in building bridges between 
the biological and physical sciences. These problems he approached 
from the broadest background of scientific principle, in which he was 
also an expert. Consequently, far from developing a one-track mind, 
some of his solutions had a wide generality, and he was always ready 
to discuss and contribute ideas towards the solution of comparable 
problems in other branches of plant science. He never grudged time 
spent on other people's work - indeed, one felt he enjoyed getting 
his teeth into unfamiliar problems and worrying them into shape. 
Many were his professional colleagues, both from this country and 
overseas, who would journey to Cambridge to have the benefit of his 
clarity of view. 

The same outlook informed his undergraduate teaching, and it is 
Perhaps well to recall that 50 years ago roughly half of the young 
biologists reading for the Natural Sciences Tripes had been trained 
at school in Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics; necessarily so, 
because their schools did not teach Biology. They were therefore 
better prepared for his style of teaching than their modern counter
Parts would be. Starting from the first principles, his lectures 
would proceed by very detailed criticism of specific examples - in 
Part destructive, exposing unsound experimental methods and trains 
or reasoning, but leading to the exposure of a sound and reliable 
core which could with confidence be built into a wider picture. 
Their very detail made them an ideal introduction for those who were 
going to go on to experimental work; while anyone who wished could 
incidentally learn a great deal about straight and crooked thinking. 
He loved to demonstrate practical classes, because of the 
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opportunities they gave to discuss specific problems with individual 
students. Anyone with experience of practical plant physiology knows 
the almost infinite number of ways in which a living plant can 
surprise even the most wary of investigators - one can go on year 
after year with the same series of set exercises and never have a 
dull moment. This element of the unexpected gave him endless 
opportunities to lead individual students to make their own attack on 
problems of which the solutions were not obvious. In supervising the 
studies of undergraduates he liked to have small groups, of say three 
or four, so that if possible he could set them arguing with each 
other. He would ask probing questions on matters of principle, and 
would at once drop on any evidence of the slipshod - a word, a 
phrase, still worse a bit of reasoning. It was apparent that part of 
his endeavour was to inculcate a good scientific style - clear, 
concise and unambiguous, and written work always came back covered 
with suggestions for improvement. As an undergraduate, and equally 
as a research student I never knew him to relax these high standards. 
He was not one to suffer gladly people he thought ought to know 
better, and then his comments could be scathing indeed; yet he could 
take pains not to discourage the weaker undergraduates, and modify 
his pace to lead them gently along. 

As would be expected with so consistent a mind, his treatment of 
his research students was all of a piece with what has already been 
said. He would encourage individuals to make their own approach to 
their own problems. He would look in every day in case there should 
be anything serious to discuss, and if not, have a chat, and 
preferably an argument, often over a cup of coffee. But he would go 
to endless pains to ensure that experimental methods were soundly 
based in every possible way. He would go through results with a 
fine-tooth comb and a keen eye for any possible flaw. He much 
approved of the old system whereby the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research required annual reports from all their research 
students, and the composition of these occupied much time during each 
Long Vacation (so-called). They provided him with ideal 
opportunities, not just for criticism of methods, results, and 
reasoning, valuable though this was, but also for criticism of 
wording, arrangement and presentation of the argument - in fact a 
substantial extension of the inculcation of a good scientific style 
already begun with undergraduates. 

Thus his training comprised in effect a liberal education in 
scientific method - granted applied to a specific problem, but 
grounded all along on fundamental principles of wide application, 
leading to sound experimental methods and sound reasoning, and backed 
up by training in expression and presentation. It is small wonder 
that before the last war his students called him with respect and 
affection "The Maestro"; that almost all of them had no trouble with 
their degrees; and that so many should have risen to positions of 
eminence, often in fields remote from those in which they were at 
first trained. 

Clifford Evans 
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In his long scientific career Professor Briggs worked on a much 
wider range of problems in plant physiology than would be likely for 
anY individual worker today. In his Blackman Memorial Lecture in 
l963, he 'defined plant physiology as "plant biology with special 
emphasis on the mechanism of changes going on in an organism"; he saw 
plant physiology not as a sub-division of botany, but as something 
whiCh should permeate the whole subject. This broad view allowed him 
to range widely, to encompass a diversity of processes for study and 
of methods of investigation, in a logical progression of his changing 
interests. In spite of this diversity, the same highly individual 
stamp is exhibited in all his contributions, characterised by strong 
emphasis on rigorous quantitative analysis. He argued that the 
effort to make a mathematical formulation makes for precision in 
thinking, and he applied this philosophy to any of the physiological 

rrocesses in plants which were accessible to the experimental 
techniques of his time. 

In the early stages of his research career he was concerned with 
the quantitative analysis of plant growth, with the kinetics of 
enzyme action, and with photosynthesis. His paper with Haldane, in 
1925, is a classic, presenting the first correct derivation of the 
relationship between the rate of an enzyme reaction and its 
substrate. Although Michaelis had considered the formation of an 
enzyme-substrate complex as the prerequisite for enzyme-mediated 
catalysis, he had assumed equilibrium between the two; Briggs and 
Haldane removed this falsely restrictive condition, and presented the 
kinetics of the steady state of formation and removal of the complex, 
by the sum of a forward reaction to products and the backward 
dissociation of the complex to unchanged substrate. The associated 
kinetic constant retains the name " Michaelis constant", but the 
Briggs- Haldane equation represents the foundation of enzyme kinetics. 
Briggs developed the theoretical analysis of enzyme kinetics in some 
detail, and put much of it into his Part II lectures, but without 
formal publication. His published work on the theoretical analysis 
of plant growwth, with Kidd and West, is also only a part of the 
whole; again his Part II lectures were a mine of unpublished work. 

His work on photosynthesis, from 1920 until the early 1930s 
shows his sterling qualities as an investigator, combining a sound 
background in physics and chemistry, a broadly based understanding of 
the biology, and a talent for the mathematical analysis of his 
results. He made extensive measurements of the rate of photo
synthesis as a function of the amount of chlorophyll, light 
intensity, concentration of carbon dioxide, temperature, in steady 
conditions, but also in intermittent illumination, in controlled 
Programmes of flashing light, and during the induction period, as the 
full rate built up after a period of darkness. By very detailed 
analysis of this large body of data he was able to formulate a 
minimum model for the process, involving a dark carbon fixation 
reaction, which generates the substrate for an energy-linked light 
reaction, followed by at least two subsequent reactions, which 
generate final products and regenerate the carbon acceptor. From our 
POint of view today, with the detailed chemistry identified by a 
range of sophisticated techniques, it is remarkable how much of the 
essential form of the process could be deduced by precise 
mathematical analysis of the kinetics, particularly of the 
transients. The tremendous merit of Briggs' contribution lay in the 
replacement of vaguely suggested theories by a more precise 
formulation, put to a quantitative test. It is salutory to consider 
the intense labour involved in both measurement and calculation in 
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those days, before the advent of even hand-cranked calculators. 
Briggs' numerical analyses, often done on the backs of envelopes or 
other scrap paper, were hard-won, and the labour of calculation is 
now much lightened. Briggs would have welcomed this, while retaining 
the clear recognition of the need for precision in the mathematical 
formulation behind the modern "number-crunching". 

By the 1930s his interests were moving towards the mechanism Of 
salt accumulation in plant cells, and to the movement of water in 
plant tissues, topics which occupied him for the next forty years. 
The same characteristics are demonstrated, very careful experimental 
measurements made under well defined conditions, then subjected to 
very detailed mathematical analysis. He now carried administrative 
burdens, and the experiments were done by his research students, but 
under his keen and critical eye. In the sessions in which their 
results were discussed he had an ear keenly attuned for the weak 
points in an argument, or for the unstated assumptions, and an eye 
for inconstancies in experimental conditions where definition and 
control were essential. Much of this work was analysed fully only 
after his retirement, but his contribution in this period went well 
beyond the published work, the solid theoretical treatments of 
processes of diffusion and ion exchange in plant tissues. He set 
standards for experimental investigations, and his influence can be 
traced in most of the work done on ionic relations in plants over the 
last thirty years, widely round the world; many of those who have 
made significant contributions in the field during this period either 
worked with Briggs, or were trained by him. 

A good deal of his work in water and salt relations appeared in 
two monographs, the first published in 1961, with Hope and Robertson, 
on Electrolytes and Plant Cells, and the other written after 
retirement, and published in 1967, on Movement of Water in Plants. 
These present the distillation of his ideas, in a form accessible to 
a larger audience than the original theoretical analyses, and 
demonstrate the uniqueness of his approach. None of his papers were 
easy reading, and he made few concessions to his readers; he had a 
concise style in which mathematics and text were interspersed in a 
continuous flow, reflecting his own patterns of thought, but one 
which could be taxing for those whose grasp of theory was less well
founded than his own. He believed that understanding could come only 
from sustained effort, and not by the acceptance of spoon-feeding. 
He demanded close attention from his readers; given such, the rewards 
were great. 

Enid MacRobbie 

We were privileged to be research students who came under the 
memorable influence of G. E. Briggs. He enjoyed his association with 
Australian plant physiologiests which began in the mid-twenties and 
lasted all his life; he once wrote that sometimes he felt that 'half 
his brains were in Australia'. This association began in the mid
twenties with Petrie, and continued with Ballard and Robertson in the 
thirties, Mercer in the forties and Weeks and Hope in the fifties. 
Wood and J. S. Turner, although Blackman's students, were greatly 
influenced by Briggs. Pitman and Graham, English students of Briggs, 
came to Australia in the sixties. He had an enormous influence, 
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through his students and through his students' 
development of plant physiology in Australia. 

students, on the 

We remember his approach to science as that of an applied 
mathematician. He used to say ' Let me write the equation; then you 
have something to think about' . He brought this approach to bear on 
plant problems when such precision was comparatively rare among 
botanists and he led his students to think similarly. He had strong 
views about both undergraduate and post-graduate teaching. His main 
purpose was to teach the student to think logically, critically and 
quantitatively, not just to convey information. Thus, his lectures 
were models of logical development, based mainly on his own ideas so 
that we felt research was being unfolded before us. His work was not 
as well known internationally as it deserved to be but, as most of it 
was put into his highly original lectures in both Part I and Part II, 
it was well known to students of Botany and was thus disseminated. 

He took the supervision of post-graduate students seriously and 
maintained that a supervisor, to do justice to the student, should 
have no more than two, possibly three at any one time. He usually 
managed to see us individually each day for a chat about the research 
in hand or about pretty much anything. These visits were rewarding 
indeed. No explanation or development of ideas was too much trouble. 
With a stub of pencil, kept in his waistcoat pocket, he would 
painstakingly develop his arguments and draw out our contributions. 

The Plant Physiology Club, later the Blackman Club, was a 
stimulating weekly discussion of topics in biology, physics and 
chemistry. In Easter Term its activities included Saturday walks, 
led by Briggs and ending in a convivial pub; discussion was lively 
and varied. We all, too, enjoyed the hospitality which he and Mrs 
Briggs extended. 

Briggs was by no means a narrow specialist. His paintings, 
landscapes and still life, gave him great pleasure and his fine wood 
engravings became the basis of the Briggs' annual Christmas cards. 
In October 1984 he said that he had just done his 4 7th wood engraving 
for the next Christmas card, a remarkable tribute to his steadiness 
of hand and clearness of sight. 

Australian botany owes 
influence, plant physiology 
excellent teacher, pioneer of 
research, mentor and friend. 
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him a great debt for, through his 
came of age. We remember him as an 
the quantitative approach in botanical 

F. V. Mercer 
R. N. Robertson 

THEODORE MOIR CHAL MERS 

The death of Theo Chalmers on 3 August 1984 was felt as a 
personal loss by·many past medical students of St John' s, Fellows of 
the College, students of th� University Clinical Medical School and 
hiS patients in the area. 

Theo Chalmers was educated at Edinburgh University and graduated 
in 194 1. He served in the Royal Air Force and became a member of the 
Royal College of Physicians of London in 1948 and a Fellow in 1965. 
rn 1950 he was awarded a Nuffield Travelling Fellowship and held this 
at the University of Pennsylvania in 195 1. He later became a Senior 
Lecturer at the Welsh National School of Medicine and then First 
Assistant to the Professorial Unit at the Middlesex Hospital. During 
this latter post he began a collaboration with the Department of 
Biochemistry in the University of Cambridge and in 1962 he was 
appointed to the United Cambridge Hospitals as a Consultant Physician 
with a special interest in metabolic disorders. In 1965 he became 
the Dean of the Cambridge School of Clinical Research and Post
Graduate Teaching. Eventually the Cambridge University School of 
Clinical Medicine was established in 1975 and Theo was appointed 
Foundation Dean. 

His research interests developed from 1950 when he wrote his 
M. D. thesis on the effects of autonomic drugs on sweat secr�tion in 
man. This led on to work on fluid and electrolyte balance and 
diabetes insipidus and the neurohypophysis. He became increasingly 
interested in endocrine medicine and during the late 60s continued a 
research interest into Calcium metabolism and parathyroid disorders 
and particularly the steroid hormone 125-dihydroxycholecalciferol. 

Theo was elected a Fellow and Director of Medical Studies at St 
John's in 1965 and he taught Physiology to pre-clinical students for 
nearly twenty years. He organised hospital clinicians to present 
their patients to the undergraduates in evening meetings held during 
term-time. These became well established as the popular 'Clinical 
Forums' . In doing Lhis he wished to bring the students into contact 
with patients suffering from physiological, anatomical and 
pathological problems and thus allow the medical students to obtain a 
wider perspective on their basic medical studies. 

If one ad jective had to be used to summarise his life 'caring' 
might be the best choice. Theo cared enormously about both his 
patients, and his students and their education. Many other 
Consultants had their own clinics interrupted when one of Thee's 
patients needed attention. In his quiet way he always managed to 
Persuade the colleague to see the patient on the sa�e day. He cared 
that medical students should be brought up in the finest traditions 
or British medicine and that both they and their patients should 
benefit from the satisfaction he knew came from practisisng good 
medicine. He also cared individually about the students, their 
careers and problems, and would deal with these in his usual modest, 
calm and thoughtful way. 

In 1979 he relinquished the post of Dean and by then the Medical 
School was well established. He had also decided to give up his 
Directorship of Medical Studies at St John' s and to go to work in 
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Africa. At this time however he was struck by his last illness and 

his health deteriorated very rapidly. 

Theo had alw·ays been a dignified, understanding and sympathetic 

man. In his last illness this dignity was a lesson to everyone. 

Theo accepted that death was imminent, quietly retired to his house, 

put his affairs in order and avoiding any fuss of his colleagues and 

friends he died on 3 August. He left a wife, three daughters, two 

sons and a large family of grateful students and patients. 

D. C. Dunn 
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H U G H  SYKES DAVIES 

Hugh Sykes _Davies died in College on 6 June 1984 at the age of 

seventy four, several months after he had apparently recovered to 
normal life from a serious operation. He was the first staff Fellow 

. tn English to be appointed by the College; for over fifty years, 
interrupted by the War, his influence on successive generations of 
undergraduates and young scholars as a teacher of the English 
Language and its literature has been, and is, immense; and his 
learning was lightly worn. 

Of Methodist background (his father was a Methodist minister 
later ordained in the Church of England) HSD went to Kingswood, the 
Methodist school. He came up to the College in 1928 as an Entrance 
scholar in Classics; but after taking a First in Part One he changed 
to the English Tripes, taking a First in Part Two with Distinction 
the following year and winning the Jebb Studentship and the Le Bas 
Prize. He quickly became marked as an intellectual among his 
•thirties generation, recognised in that obscure Cambridge way by his 
�lection to the Cambridge Conversazione Society commonly called the 
Apostles. The gifted young Sykes with his verbal imagination and 
play of ideas was swept up into that avant garde manifestation of the 
time, Surrealism; he became an articulate spokesman for the movement, 
took part in the famous Surrealist Exhibition in London, chaired a 
lecture by Salvator Dali for whom he had to hold a pekinese on a 
lead, wrote its manifesto and, in Petron, wrote a surrealistic prose 
poem which still has the power to enchant. Sadly he succumbed to 
tuberculosis, and the launching of his academic career was seriously 
interrupted by a year spent in a Swiss sanatorium. This state of 
suspended animation may well in part explain a certain detachment, 
solitariness and an almost perverse lack-of worldly academic drive. 

Returning to Cambridge and the College as a teaching Fellow he 
bEcame involved in that other manifestation of the 'thirties, 
Communism; and he joined the Party in 1937. His intellectual 
convictions about Marxism were real as was his commitment to the 
covert discipline of the Party from which he resigned only in the 

arly ' fifties when he finally became convinced of the brutalities of 
Stalinism. But his politics were essentially those of a detached and 
lonnish intellectual and it was never on the cards that he would 

Pmerge as a true politician, revolutionary or mainstream. It was 
�omehow characteristic that he should become prospective Labour 
candidate for the Isle of Ely but should have had to withdraw because 
the Labour Party discovered his Communist Party membership, 
proscribed at that time. Instead, at the outbreak of the War he 
joined the Ministry of Food and with typical versatility turned 
himself into an able administrator. Here his clear, clever mind and 
rowers of lucid expression and his affable detachment found useful 
PXpression and were to stand him in good stead in later years when he 
served as secretary and then chairman of the English Faculty, as a 
Di rector of Studies in the College, secretary of the College Council 
and convenor of caucuses for the election of a Master. 

His wartime experience dealing with the general public also led 
'tim to a concern for clear, well expressed English. This developed 
into a pre-occupation with the structure of the English language and 
led to his long and admirably persistent crusade for the teaching and 
Writing of good, plain English which manifested itself in the 
PUblication of his Grammar Without Tears of 1953 and his eloquent 
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advocacy of a Use of English paper for the 0-Level examination. 

·Returning again to Cambridge after the War he settled to the 

life of lecturing and College teaching. As a lecturer, he first 
became known for his popular course on Chaucer which he gave in the 
old College lecture room in Chapel Court, the last university 
lectures to be given there. However, just when he was on the point 

f becoming typed as a medievalist he turned the powerful light of 

hiS mind to Italian and French literature for an advanced paper and, 
with his gift for language and languages, he became famous for his 
mastery of this also. 

So manifold were his talents that he could never be corralled or 
corral himself into a pre-set role. His intellectual energy and the 
original and imaginative play of his mind found an outlet in the 
1950s not only in literary criticism but as an accomplished novelist. 
He wrote three novels, No Man Pursues, Full Fathom Five and 
The Papers of Andrew Melmoth. All are of great quality, in 
imaginative levels of perception, in ingenious plots and lucid and 
911stained writing and they deserve greater recognition than, for some 
reason, they received on publication. 

A common feature of the novels is the author's exploration of 
fome particular lore or technique such as the habits of rats in 
Andrew Melmoth and deep-sea diving and underwater archeology in Full 
Fathom Five. This was a strong trait in their author also. It-

-
r8 

said that when he was writing Andrew Melmoth he became known as the 
College rat catcher because he bet the Junior Bursar there were rats 
in the College and won his bet by laying ouL one morning a series of 
rat tails in evidence outside the Junior Bursar's oak. But Hugh's 
1nterest was not predatory. He had a passionate concern for the 
natural world and spent an essential part of his life away from 
Cambridge, in the fens and in Norfolk. He was a great coarse 
fisherman, sitting long .solitary days on obscure fen riverbanks, 
Expert on the habits of the pike and wont to keep live bait in his 
bath in College. For a time he had a cottage in Thetford Chase where 
he devoted his nights to stalking and observing deer in camouflaged 
dress. At his cottage at Snetterton, he cultivated an extensive wild 
�arden of varieties of rhododendron on which he made himself an 
authority. 

He was also fascinated by mechanical things. He made himself a 
dextrous player of the piano accordion; for a time he governed his 
day by the disconcerting sound of a repeater watch in his breast 
pocket; and he was a pioneer practitioner on an electric typewriter. 
When, much later, he gave the St John's College Lecture at the 
University of East Anglia he had become fascinated by audio-visual 
aids and he delivered a remarkable lecture-demonstration, of wit and 
much wisdom, in which by the aid of video-film and tapes, he wove 
Logether the poetic experiences of William Wordsworth and a local 
Norfolk poet. It may have been this which led him shortly before he 
died to act as protagonist in a television programme on the life of a 
Cambridge don; and it was predictable that in his last years he 
should be searching for the uses of the computer in literary 
analysis. 

The subject of his statistical analysis, as of the audio-visual 
techniques of his Norwich lecture, was William Wordsworth. Ever 
Since 1950 when the College commissioned him to organise the 
Celebration of the centenary of Wordsworth's death, Hugh Sykes Davies 
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concentrated his critical talents on Wordsworth's poetry and for the 
last twenty years of his life this became his central preoccupation. 
He was a Trustee of Dove Cottage and when he died he left among his 
papers a freshly original study of the poet which John Kerrigan has 
undertaken to edit. One suspects that this central concern of HSD•s 
maturity went beyond the professional, the technical and critical and 
became for him the source of profoundly aesthetic and, it may be 
spiritual sustenance. At any rate this writer will not forget on� 
summer evening after Hall in the 1960s when he was privileged to be 
an audience of one in Hugh Sykes Davies's old room on I Staircase, 
New Court, listening to him and George Rylands alternately reading 
from the Prelude and the sonnets until the light faded. One sensed 
then that for Hugh, Wordsworth's poetry came as near as could be to 
expressing a tenable faith. 

At deeper levels Hugh Sykes Davies was not an easy man to know. 
He was basically a solitary, with something withdrawn and private 
about him; yet he needed and commanded affection, from pupils with 
whom he always established a personal rapport, from young scholars 
whose talents he fostered, from the College staff with whom he had 
easy and natural relations and from his colleagues who could not fail 
to respond to his puckish wit, to the play of his mind in 
conversation and to he genial companionship. One suspects that the 
College meant more to him that he was willing to admit, even to 
himself. 

Frank Thistlethwaite 

PAU L ADRIEN MAURICE D IRAC 

Professor Dirac died on 20 October 1984. 
appear in next year's Eagle. 

An obituary will 

In 1943, at 
research Fellows, 
elapse before they 
Kenneth Scott. 

KENNE T H  SCOTT 

the height of the war, the College elected two 
on the understanding no doubt that some time might 
could embark on their research. One of these was 

The son of a bank manager, Scott had come up to the College from 
King Edward V I  Grammar School, East Retford, in 193 6. He read 
History for two years, taking a first class in that Tripos, and then 
changed with equal success to Law. His subsequent service in the 
Royal Artillery took him to India, whence he returned in 1946 to be 
called to the Bar by the Middle Temple prior to rejoining the 
College, where he soon became a Teaching Fellow. It was then that I 
met him as one of his first pupils. He was a patient and genial 
supervisor, who had a flair for bringing obscure legal principles to 
life, earning the respect and affe�tion of all whom he taught. On 
one occasion he returned a pretty incompetent essay of mine with a 
characteristically generous and encouraging remark at the end, which 
I often recall when considering what comment to make on essays I now 
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have the task of reading. He lectured on Contract, by all accounts 
with great verve (though I never heard him myself) and was frequently 
engaged by the E�tra-Mural Board for outside lecturing. 

Kenneth Scott was the editor for a time of the leading 
practitioner's treatise on the Law of Contract; and his research on 
the control of business affairs of Jews by English Law during the 
century prior to their expulsion in 1290 yielded a fascinating 
article (see [1950] Camb. L. J. 4 4 6). He preferred on the whole, 
however, to concentrate his talents on teaching, on administration 
(he became Junior Bursar of the College as well as Secretary of the 
Faculty Board of Law), and on a remarkably wide variety of other 
notable activities; thus for many years he was Treasurer of the 
Union, he served as a major in the Territorial Army, and he became 
Chairman of a National Insurance Tribunal. 

Debonair, strikingly handsome, and an instant success on any 
social occasion, he seemed most richly endowed. But adversity 
struck, and more than once. In a car accident in 1959 his skull was 
fractured and he later received much plastic surgery on his face; his 
son Ian was drowned soon after marrying; and for reasons of health he 
was obliged to retire in 1977. He and his wife Joan then moved to 
Barkway and subsequently to Royston, with the consequence that he was 
but rarely seen in College during these years. Smitten finally by a 
stroke, he spent many months in Royston hospital; and he was in a 
grievous state when I last visited him there in July 1984 . He died a 
few weeks later, on 19 August, aged 66. 

J. C. Hall 
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4.  Man and Bear 
I stanbu l, 1985 - Franny Moyle 

5. Woman in  Amsterdam, 1986- Franny Moyle 

Obituaries 

J EAN-BE RT RAN D MAR I E BA RRE RE 

The portrait-d rawing now in the Library, by J u liet Pan nett, te l l s  astonishin gly 
m uch: the i m m ensely long, serious face, the watchful, q uizzical, wistfu l  g lance .  
Those w h o  knew him will read in  i t  further characteristics, recal l ing t h e  
cou rteous manners, t h e  fu gitive wit and gaiety, the vu lnerability, too, a t  times. 
When the French Govern ment  bestowed o n  the Unive rsity an extra Chair  of 
French Litera tu re they set down in Cam b ridge a piece of the very sou I of France. 
In  his native Paris, i n  deer-sta lke r  and Raglan and with his pipe, Barrere might 
strike his com patriots as a mixt u re of Sherlock H o l mes and Col o n e l  Bram b l e; in 
Cam b rid ge, in·spite of deer-sta lke r  and Raglan and pipe, h e  was to the British, 
for all the affection h e  inspired, sometimes French ly baffling - and they to him 
British ly the same. 

J ean-Be rtrand Marie Barrere was born in Paris o n  15 December  1 914. His 
p lace amongst the cu l tu ral e lite of his generation is reflected in  the p laces of his 
education: Lycee Buffon, Lycee Louis- le-Grand, Ecole N ormale Su perieu re. His 
agregation was achieved j ust in  tim e, i n  1938. He was decorated with the Croix 
de Guerre 1939-45 for gal lantry as a sous-lieutenant i n  the debac le  of 1939-40; 
it h u rt him that the British believed their a l lies had capitu lated without a shot, 
for he had reason to know how fierce was the batt le  against the German 
advance. He served again in  1945 in  A lsace with De Lattre. 

Barrere obtained his Doctorate in 1949, and in 1950 was appointed to a 
Professorship at Lyon (being in fact seconded in 1950-52 to the l b rahim 
University at Cairo) . In 1954 h e  accepted the newly created Professorship in  
Cam b rid ge, which he ld  him u n ti l  h is  retirement  in  198 2 .  His academic career 
was a disappointment to him.  H e  had imagined that the acceptance by 
Cam b ridge of a Chair of French Literat u re from the Fre nch Govern ment  (which 
paid his salary: it was an alternative to a Maison fran�aise, which is what Oxford 
got) im p lied a greater commitment on the part of the University to the 
disseminatio n  of French cu l tural val ues - as h e  rep resented them - than tu rned 
out to be the case. He h ad, by taking the Chair, d e railed himself i rremediably 
from the tramlines of French acade mic preferment, and h e  fe l t  himself  to 
remain u nappreciated and without  appropriate infl u ence in  his Fac u l ty .  
Research students came but  littl e  his way, and his Officership of the Palmes 
academiques and, in 1969, his Legion d'honneur, were an o n ly partial 
solace. 

His gracefu l, sensitive, scholar ly teaching and writin g  (always in French)  
seemed o ld-fashioned; and, indeed, increasin gly it was, for he actua l ly thought 
it important  to look at a writer's working m ethods, his sketches, the 
development  of his im agination, his intentions, and was i rreconcilable to the 
prevalent doctrin e  that the author doesn't matter, o n ly the text. Barrere's 
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J ean- Bertrand Barrere 

inaugural l ecture, ' Le regard d'Orphee, ou de fant6mes et de poesie', was
observe merely the  tit le! - a h i gh ly-wrought literary essay. H e  was amate ur 
m usic ian and pai nter as we l l  as professional l i terary cr it ic, and his heart was set 
on a synthesis of the arts; the ' b l urb' of one of h i s  co llections of cr i tical p ieces 
expresses very wel l  what he was after: 'U ne "cr iti q ue de cham bre" q u i  prat ique 
avec ferveur u n e  recherch e  vibrante de la  veri te et qu i  s'exprime avec art et 
clarte, a-t-elle e ncore sa p lace?' Unfortu nately, the answer given was no less 
ofte n ' n o' than 'yes'. The  core of Barrere's scholarsh i p  was Victor H u go; but  who, 
on either side of the Channel ,  in th is  generation, has cared m uch for H u go (' . . .  
Victor H ugo, helas!)? Barrere's other extended wr i t ings were devoted to 
Romain Rolland and,  m ost recently, to Claudel: they point  to his pass ionate 
rel i gious concern ,  of wh ich th ere will be a word more to say. But he had 
bus i ness with al l the best modern literature of h i s  nat ion: ' L'idee d u  gout de 
Pascal a Valery' (1972); ' La cure d'amaigrissement d u  roman' (1984, typically 
witty t it le for an extended essay on the ' N ouveau Rom an'); and two col lecti ons 
of short stud ies, Critique de chambre (197 4) with essays on Du Bos, Anou ilh ,  
Monther lant, Mauriac, Bernanos, Malraux, Sartre, and a 'Coda' on G ide, and Le 
regard d'Orphe ou /'echange poetique (1977), repr in ting  the inaugural l ecture 
and add i n g  some H ugo, Baudela ire, R i m baud and Apollinaire. 

As all French m e n, and practica l ly no English man, Barrere, though in Col l ege 
speaki n g  always, courteous ly, Engl ish, l oved and cherished his native language. 
He did not encourage the likes of us to try to stam mer i t  in  h i s  presence, for 
every h owler was a stab at his heart. H e  d i d  not m uch l i ke, e ither, the th i ngs that 
were happe n i n g  to it at home. H e  was avid for Si menon, but an atte m pt to 
i n terest h i m  in  S i m o n i n  (wh ose crime was to wr i te in the langue verte) fe l l  on 
stony gro u n d; and as for San Antonio, he l oathed that vulgarian- not without a 
pang of jea lousy that the  fe l low was so d i sgusti ngly successfu l - be ing  of very 
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strict, gentlemanly recti tude as to what ough t  to be uttered or discussed at 
all . 

Barrere was elected a Fel low of St J o h n's i n  195 7. Since h e  was for n ear ly th irty 
years a character ist ic fi gure in the Fe llows h i p  (tho ugh, be ing  fro m  the outset a 
·Professor ia l  Fe l l ow, l i tt le  known to j u n i or mem bers), it wo u l d  be sati sfying to 
be l ieve that his Col l ege provided someth i n g  of a home for his - i n  the 
Un ivers ity and perhaps the wor ld in  general - rather lonely sou l .  Up to a point  
that was so,  though we, h i s  col leagues, ought not to flatter o urselves with 
exaggerat ion .  Barrere did appreci ate his  Col lege. He cher ished its trad i t ion  
from Margaret Beaufort and John F isher, and h i s  person al h i storical i n terest in  
Queen H e nr ietta Mar ia resu l ted i n  the excellent brief art ic le h e  wrote (this 
a lone in E n glish) in  The Eagle of 1974 about her stai ned-glass rou ndel  portrait i n  
the Com b i nation Room. H e  enjoyed particu lar ly the ann ual d i n n er o n  the feast 
of St J oh n, 2 7  Dece m ber, when the Fe l l ows h i p  is  at i ts m ost fami l i al ,  but  a lso the 
inti m acy of 'Satwday n ight d i n i n g' .  H is m usical heart rejoiced in  the Col lege 
choir, to whose journeys abroad he and Mme Barrere contr i b u ted a fu n d .  H e  
recognised the advantage of the Fe l l ows h i p  as a set o f  i m mensely clever experts 
in m any d isci p l i n es, from whose soci ety you can a lways learn someth i n g  
valuab le that comes from q uite out  o f  yo ur range. A n d ,  o f  course, h e  m ade 
good and fast friends.  But Barrere was a seeker after the rai n bow's end of a 
com m u n i ty of intel lectuals; and whether that be anywhere it is certai n ly not 
chez nous: h e  d i scovered to h is  disi l l us ionment  that his  fe l l ow- Fe l lows were 
mostly not such, n ot a bit l i ke a cohort of those marvel lous  norma/iens, and that 
the tone of the Fe l l owship was even in some ways rather phi l i st ine .  The things 
the Fel l ows cou ld  decide to d o  to their be loved College, and the awfu l objects 
the cou ld ch oose to surrou n d  themse lves with,  someti m es got him in a rage. 
And the u ned ifyi n g  truth is that Barrere's expl osions were rather looked forward 
to at meeti n gs of the Gover n i n g  Body because i n  a state of angry i ncoh erence 
h e  approxi m ated - asym ptotical ly, be it understood - to H ercule Poirot. 
Actual ly, h e  gained an ironic satisfaction  from don n i n g  the m ant le of the 
u ncomprehend i n g  o utsi d er. 

That ins idest of al l  gro ups within the Fellowsh i p, The Book Cl u b, took Barrere 
to its m i d st, n ot just  i n  the h ope that he wou l d  thereby recognise h i m se l f  as the 
ins ider h e  real ly was after a l l, b u t  out  of affection  for h im and because h e  cou l d  
b e  a d e l i gh tfu l  com pan ion .  B u t  Barrere was rather m ore s i n gle-mindedly 
devoted to belles-/ettres than the Club was, and rather less  d evoted to wi ne; not 
even there l ay the rai n bow's end,  and when h e  retired h e  used the q u i te j ust 
plea of in te n ded frequent  absences from Cam br idge to m otivate h i s  resig
nati o n . 

O n e  t h i n g  that h i s  co l leagues decided to d o  i ncurred Barrere's total 
opposit ion: the admiss ion of women.  That was stu b b orn traditionalism, If you 
l i ke, and he was not q u i te a lone. But i t  poi nts towards a dee per l eve l of the man 
than we have yet reached, another stubborn trad itional ism. Barrere's unshakable 
religious commitment  is i m plicit in  a lot  of his literary work; it i s  expl ic i t  in h i s 
1975 essay ' M a  Mere q u i  bolte', for the ' l i m p i n g  one' i s  Mother Ch urch .  H e  
shared with h i s wife devot ion t o  Tridentine Roman Cath o l ic ism,  and saw 
Vatican 11 as a betrayal and the proscr i pt ion of the trad i tional  l i turgy as 
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persecu tion.  H is dismay at the capitu l ation,  as h e  saw i t, of his Ch urch 
i ncreasi ngly coloured h is thoughts: a pity and a paradox, for causes for 
satisfaction were l ately begi n n i n g  to accrue, recognit ion as an author i ty, i n  
France and elsewhere; reissue as a standard work i n  1984 o f  his Hugo, l'homme 
et l'oeuvre; s u m ptuous p u b l ication i n  the same year, i n  two vol u m es, of four of 
the b ig  lyr ic  cyc les of H u go with Barrere's i ntrod uctions  and commentaries and 
i l l u strat ions by M i chel  Ciry; and the Grand Prix de la Critique poetique of the 
Societe des Poetes franc;ais for 1985. Yet h e  sensed his writ i n g  i n h i b ited, and 
canvases lay at home u ntouched. The m assive heart-attack that destroyed h i m  
on 16 October 1985, in his 71 st year, may h ave saved him from deeper 
shad ows; for it was that Mother Ch urch to which h e  was devoted that h ad been 
h i s  insp iration: 

' . . .  j'ordo n n e  
que pour l 'amour de moi  vo us n'ai m i ez q u e  l e  Beau; 
je suis I 'Ange gardien, la M use et la Madone!'  

J o h n  Crook 

PAU L D I RAC 

The use of first names was not as common in the 1920s as i t  i s  now and in what 
fo l l ows I use surnames i n  wr it i n g  of my contem porar ies. 

Fro m  Dirac's own Recollections of an Exciting Era at Varenna i n  1972 we l earn 
that when he came to Cam bri d ge in 192 2  h i s  ' m a i n  i nterest was on the 
geometr ical side, and especi a l ly in relativity'. He had thought that Ebenezer 
Cu n n i n gham m ight be h is su pervisor and that was perhaps why he came to St 
J o h n's .  I t h i n k  another reason was that H . R. H asse, Professor of Mathematics at 
Bri stol ,  had been a Fe l l ow. As it turned out Cu n n i ngham d i d  n ot want any m ore 
research students and R. H. Fowler was appoi nted; h e  was supervisor to n ear ly 
a l l  research students i n  Theoretical Physics, i nc l u d i n g  myse lf: when I became 
one in 1925 Dirac was already esta b l i shed. 

The first t ime I heard h i m  lecture was when he gave an acco u n t  of a 
p ioneer i n g  paper by Max Born o n  atomic col lis ions; th i s  was at a Col lo q ui u m  i n  
the Cavend ish Laboratory i n  1926. In  the Easter Term h e  gave a course of 
lectures on h i s  own work in what is n ow the Read i n g  Room of the L i brary. These 
were completely character i st ic in style; when I read anyt h i n g  by h i m  I hear h i m  
sayi n g  i t  and a n u m ber o f  people have told me that they have t h e  same 
exper ience. He was working o n  fu ndamental prob lems and his d i sti nct ion was 
clear to a l l  of us. We were n ot a sociab l e  group.  The com m on m eeting  p lace 
was the very smal l  l i brary in the Cavendish Laboratory in Free School  Lane. The 
sort of a lge bra requ ired was new to me and I remember showi n g  something I 
h ad done to Dirac and be ing  ki n d ly and straight-forward ly corrected.  

In  the Lent Term 19 29, my secon d  term as an ass istant l ecturer at Manchester, 
Dirac came to give a l ecture. Dur ing the afternoon his mother arr ived 
unexpectedly to hear i t. There was a dinner party afterwards at Professor 
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Pau l  Dirac 

Morde l l 's and then I too k  Mrs Dirac to the station as she had to get back to 
Bristol  that n i ght as h er h usband was disab led, I t h i n k  by arthr itis. 

Between the wars a gro u p  of physic i sts met once or twice a term i n  the Royal 
Society's rooms in Bur lington H ouse. Mem bers h i p  was by elect i o n  and for a 
t ime a l l  male, but when I was at Im per ial Col l ege i n  193 2-3 Syd ney Chapman 
took me a long as a guest. At the sum mer meeti n g  of 193 3  gu ests withdrew 
whi le  n ew mem bers were el ected and when I returned Dirac, sitti ng 
character i st ical ly n ear the back, turned round and said, 'We've made you a 
mem ber'. Th i s  gave me very much pl easure. Afterwards some of us went  to 
Stewart's for tea and I d i scovered that Dirac liked h i s  tea weaker than anyone I 
had known before, or indeed have kn own si nce. 

Th e stor ies tol d  of Dirac all show a si m ple directness and honesty. I h ave a 
rather odd one. We were go i n g  to Russia i n  1958 and as I knew he had been 
there much ear l i er I m ent ioned this to h i m  and said that I was not sure that I 
liked caviar; I was taken aback when h e  repl ied that there was not much po int i n  
going t o  Russia i f  o n e  d i d n't l i ke caviar. I h ave been to l d  that o n e  n i ght a t  the 
B.A. tab l e  Cockcroft sai d, 'Do you consider yourse lf an educated man, Dirac?' 
This was said at the sou p stage. Dirac was s i lent  ti l l  the end of the meal  and then 
said, ' N o, I don't  know Lati n '. 

Berth a J effreys 

Paul  Dirac, who h ad been a Fel low of St Joh n's s i nce 192 7  and L ucasian 
Professor of Mathematics from 193 2  to 1969, d i ed on 20 October 1984 in  
Tal lahassee, Fl orida. One of  the fou nders of  q uantu m theory and the author of 
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many of its most i m portant su bseq uent developments, h e  is n u m bered, 
alon gs ide N ewton, Maxwel l, E i nste i n  and Rutherford, as one of the greatest 
phys ic ists of a l l  ti me. 

He was born in Br istol on 8 August 1902,  the second of the three ch i ldre n of 
Char les Adr ien Lad i sl as Dirac and Florence H annah Dirac ( nee H ol ten). H e  h ad 
an e lder brother and a yo u n ger s i ster. Dirac's father was Swiss by b irth, h i s family 
com i n g  fro m  Monthey i n  the  Canton of Valais, b ut he had r u n  away to England 
after an u n happy chi l d hood, marryi ng and sett l ing in Bristo l .  Eventual ly he 
became H ead of M odern Languages at the Merch ant  Venturers' School, where 
Pau l Dirac received h i s  secondary ed ucatio n  fro m  1914 to 1918 . The yo ung 
Dirac was req uired always to  converse with his father i n  French, for the purpose 
of i m provi n g  h i s  proficiency, and h e  wo u ld remai n si l ent u n l ess h e  could 
express h i mself wel l i n  the langu age. T h i s  no d o u bt contrib u ted to the 
taciturnity and thrift with words for which h e  was later famous. 

The  curriculum at the Merchant  Venturers' School  concentrated on mathe
matics, physics, chemistry and modern languages. Lat i n, which was req u ired for 
matric u l at ion at Cam br idge and Oxford, wo u l d  have to be taken as an extra 
subject by can d i d ates for ad m i ss ion to t hose Universit i es. Most of Dirac's 
conte m porar ies goi ng on to u nivers i ty d i d  so in  the ir home town, and Dirac 
followed i n  his brother's footsteps in 1918 by enter i n g  Bri stol  Un iversity to read 
eng ineering. 

Dirac's progress throu gh his secondary school had been m ore rapid than 
n orm al, his passage per haps be ing  fac i l itated by the gaps l eft in the h igher 
c lasses by th ose who had gone to.do war work. H is knowl edge of mathematics 
was in advance of the rest of h i s c lass as the result of h i s  own readin g. Already he 
was primar i ly  motivated by a desire to u n d erstand the physical wor ld .  T h us he 
d i d  n ot respond to the suggest ion of o n e  of h is  teachers that he wou l d  probably 
be i nterested in non-Eucl idean geometry because i t  seemed obvious to him 
that the real  worl d  was based o n  Euclidean geometry. Ironical ly, at the same 
tim e  h e  was trying to understand the mathematical re lationsh i p  between space 
and tim e  which, a few years ear l i er, E i nstein 's Special Theory of Relativity had 
shown to be descr i bed precisely i n  such terms. 

I n  h i s  engi neerin g  course, Dirac conce ntrated on the theoretical aspects. His 
experimental work was not always very successfu l and h e  received an 
u nfavourab le  report when h e  spent part of the Long Vacat ion  of 1920 at the 
Bri ti sh  Tho.m pson- H ouston works in Rugby to gai n practical experience. When 
h e  grad u ated in  192 1, the cou ntry was in an econ omic  depressi on; even with a 
B.Sc. with First Class honours i n  e lectr ical engineerin g  he cou ld not  get a j o b. 
His father encouraged h i m  to conti n u e  with h is stud ies  and, to t h i s  end, h e  sat 
for an Exhi bition at St J o h n's in J u n e  192 1, the com petit ion  for Open 
Sch o l arsh i ps already having taken p l ace. The award, worth £70 per an n u m, to 
which he was e lected, was not sufficient to support h i m  i n  Cam bridge, so he 
remained in Br istol, wh ere the U n iversity allowed him to take the l ast two years 
of the honours course i n  mathematics, exe mptin g  h i m  from fees. 

Dirac never regretted the t i m e  he had spent lear n i n g  eng ineer i n g. He 
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believed it h ad taught him to tolerate approximati ons, that a l l  equat ions 
descr ibing the actual world are only approximate, even though the approximation 
gets better with s uccessive theories, and that even approx i m ate equat ions can 
be beautiful. lt he l ped h i m  in  more direct ways; for exa m p l e, h i s  d issati sfacti o n  
at the lack o f  a u n i fied way o f  tre.at ing d i str i b uted a n d  concentrated loads was 

. one  of the  i nf luences that led h i m  to i ntrod uce h i s  famous  de l ta fu nction som e  
years l ater. 

Appl ied mathematics was taught i n  Bristol by the head of the d epartm ent, 
Professor H e nry H asse, who had been a Fe l low of St J o h n's; and Peter Fraser, a 
gifted teach er who never p u b l i shed any of h i s  own research, l ectured o n  p ure 
mathematics. Fraser had a profound i nf lu ence on Dirac, particular ly throu gh h is 
teac h i n g  of projective geometry. Such geometrical i deas under lay m uch of 
Dirac's research even tho ugh he p u b l ished the resu l ts i n  other term s, which h e  
thought wou l d  b e  more accessi b l e  t o  most physicists. There was on ly  one other 
student taki n g  the hono urs mathemat ics course i n  D irac's year, Beryl Dent, who 
later did research on ato m ic physics in  Bri stol.  When i t  came to special i s i n g  in  
the f ina l  year, she was determined to do appl ied mathemat ics and, as  the 
department did not wish to put  o n  separate lectures for the two stu d ents, Dirac 
did the same. I n  192 3  h e  o btai ned First Class honours i n  mathematics and a 
mai ntenance grant from the Department  of Scientific and Industria l  Research 
(precursor of the present S. E.R.C.) to enable h i m  to do research .  

When h e  came u p  to St J o h n's i n  192 3 ,  Dirac h o ped to do research in  
relativity u n d er the su pervis ion of Ebenezer C u n n i ngham, who had examined 
him for h is  Exh i bi t ion two years ear l i er and who, as a Tutor, had ad m i tted him to 
the Col lege.  C u n n i ngham had p ioneered the i n trod ucton of the theory of 
relat iv ity i nto Brita in and Dirac was aware of h i s  work through h i s  book The 
Principle of Relativity (C.U. P., 1914). But, s i nce C u n n i n gham was near the e n d  
o f  h i s research career and not inc l i ned t o  take on a n y  students, h e  was passed 
on to R. H. Fowler, Fe l l ow of Tri n i ty Col l ege and l ater P l u m mer Professor of 
Mathematical Physics. I n stead of begi n n i n g  research on geometrical aspects of 
relativity, Dirac was i n trod uced by Fowler to ato m i c  physics, i n  the form that i t  
had been deve lo ped i n  t h e  previous twenty years by Rutherford, Bohr and 
others. T h is was an eye-o pener for him because previ ous ly h e  had regarded 
atom s  as very. hypothetical o bj ects and i t  came as a great su prise that the 
eq u at ions of c lassical e lectrodynam ics, with which h e  was fam i l iar, could be 
used to a nalyse the  str ucture of the atom. Very q u ickly h e  was p l u nged i nto the 
most profo u n d  prob lems of atom ic p hysics, which was then in  an i ncom plete 
and paradoxical state. 

Whi lst devot ing  m ost of h i s  t ime to these prob lems, Dirac d i d  not completely 
abandon h is i nterests in relat iv ity and geometry. Discuss ions  with A.S. 
Ed d i n gton l ed to his p u b l i s h i n g  a short paper o n  re lativity i n  the Philosophical 
Magazine. O n  Saturday afternoons h e  attended the tea part ies he ld  by H .  F. 
Baker, Lowndean Professor and Fe l l ow of St J o h n's, at wh ich  tal ks were given o n  
proj ective geometry. lt was a t  s u c h  a party and o n  s u c h  a subj ect that Dirac gave 
his first l ecture. . 

Amongst the m eeti n gs then held to d i scuss current  research in p hysics were 
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those of the Kap i tza Clu b, which had been founded i n  19 2 2  by Peter Kapi tza, a 
Russian also trai ned as an electr ical engi neer, who had come to the Cavend ish 
Laboratory a year earl i er to work with Rutherford.  lt met after d i nner, an 
arrangement  wh ich Dirac fou n d  i nconve n ient  because, by that ti me of day, he 
was usual ly  very s leepy. H e  bel i eved h is brain power to b e  at i ts maxi m u m  in the 
m or n i n gs and that is  when h e  did m ost of his work. O n  28 J u ly 1 9 25 the Cl ub 
was vis ited by Werner H e isen berg of Gotti n gen, who spoke on 'Term Zoology 
and Zee m an Botany'. Towards the end of h i s  tal k  he descr i bed some n ew ideas 
of h i s, which later turned out to be the origi ns of h i s for m u l at ion of q uantu m 
m echan ics. By th i s  stage, Dirac was too exhausted to take anyth i n g  i n .  H owever, 
Fowler apprec iated the potentia l  i m portance of H eisen berg's remarks and, at 
the e n d  of August, H eisen berg sent h i m  the proofs of h i s  first paper on the new 
mechan ics. Fowler sent them on to Dirac, who was vis iti n g  h i s  parents i n  Br i sto l, 
with the q uery 'Wh at do you t h i n k  of th i s?' . 

H e isen berg's approach had been to b u i l d  u p  a theory entirely i n  terms of 
observable q uant iti es, and the o bservable  q uantit ies i n  atom i c  theory were 
m ostly concerned with two states of an atom .  In th is  way, He isen berg was led to 
associate two-d imensional  arrays with observable  q uantit ies, and to deve l o p  an 
a lge bra of such arrays based on p hys ical m otivat ion, without real i s i n g  that he 
was re- i nventing the algebra of matrices already known to pure mathematicians. 
The m ost str i ki n g  feature of this a lgebra is  that i t  is non-co m m utative, that is  u 
ti m es v is not equa l  to v ti mes u .  At first th is  seemed very strange i n  a physical 
theory. lt b othered Dirac, and h e  conti n ued to t h i n k  about i t  when h e  returned 
to Cam br idge for the Michaelm as Term.  He resu med h i s  previous style of l i fe, 
th i n ki n g  i n tensely about such prob lems d ur i n g  the week and re lax ing  on 
S u nday by go i n g  for long wal ks in the country a lone. 

O n  one of these Sunday wal ks i n  October 1925, i n  sp i te of h i s  i ntent ion to 
relax, h e  was th i n ki n g  about the non-co m m utativity i n  H e isen berg's a lge bra, 
the d i fference uv - vu, when he sudden ly  real i sed the connecti on between th i s  
and a q uanti ty i n  c lassical mechan ics cal l ed t h e  Poisson bracket. Exc i ted, but  
u nab le  to dec ide whether there was anythin g  i n  the i dea, h e  h urri ed·back to his 
lodg ings. H is n otes and textbooks conta ined noth i n g  on Poisson brackets and, 
b e i ng Sunday, the l i brar ies were shut. H e  spent an anx ious n i gh t  wait i n g, but  
with  h i s  confide nce grad ual ly  growi n g, u nt i l  the librar ies opened and he was 
ab le  to ver ify that the anal ogy was perfect. 

The resu l t ing paper, 'The Fu ndamental Equat ions of Quantu m Mechan ics', 
was received by the Proceed i n gs of the Royal Society o n  7 N ovem ber 19 25. 
Although Dirac had been do ing  research for l ittle m ore than two years, i t  was h i s  
e ighth paper. ( I n  contrast to  what i s  sometimes supposed, Dirac p u b l i shed 
more than a h u n dred papers altogether.) In i t  he solved the central prob lems  of 
ato m i c  theory which had been baffl i n g  theoretical physic ists for the previous 
decade. H e  esta b l i shed the basic equat ions of q uantum theory and expla i ned 
their relat ion to c l assical mechanics. In Gotti n ge n, Born, H e isenberg and 
J ordan p u b l ished two papers doing the former, b u t  the e legant and profou n d  
re lat ion with c lassical m echanics through Poisson brackets was Dirac's a lone, 
and it remains the basis for u n d erstand i n g  the re lationsh i p  between c lassical 
and q uantu m mech anics.  H e isen berg regarded the lack of commutativity in his 
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theory as a defect unt i l  he saw fro m  Dirac's work that i t  was a central feature of 
q u antum mechanics. Dirac said in later years that noth i n g  had ever give n  h i m  as 
much sati sfaction as th is  first maj or d i scovery. 

Dirac deve loped h i s  approach to q uantu m mechanics further, subm itti n g  
. papers in  Jan uary and March 19 26, and correspond i n g  with H e i sen berg about 
h is  progress. In  the spri n g  he wrote h is doctoral thes is  and h e  was ad m i tted to 
the P h .  D. degree i n  J u ne.  He was n ow s u pported by an 1851 Exhib i tion  Sen i or 
Research Students h i p  which h e  had been awarded i n  19 25.  About th i s  t ime a 
paper by Erwin  Schrod i n ger appeared giv ing  an apparently completely d i fferent 
vers ion  of q uantu m mechan ics, 'wave mechan ics', couched in m athematics 
more fam il iar to many physic ists. At first Dirac's react ion was h ostile b u t  by 
August he had mastered Schrodinger's formalism and, studyin g  its conseq uences 
for i n d isti ngu ishable e lectrons, he gave a der ivati o n  of Paul i's exc l us ion  
pr i nc ip le  and the  conseq uent  ' Ferm i-Dirac statistics'. I n  h i s  n ext paper, 
sub m i tted i n  Decem ber 1 926 and arguably h i s greatest, he establ ished the 
general math ematical framework in which q uantu m m echan ics i s  n ow 
form u l ated .  With i n  th i s  framework, the d i sti ncti o n s  between the H eisen berg 
and Schrodinger approaches d i sappear; they are just  d ifferent choices of 
systems of coord i n ates. 

H aving obtained h i s  doctorate, Dirac was free to travel and, in Septem ber 
19 26, he went to Copen h agen to v is i t  N ie ls  Bohr's i nsti tute, m oving on i n  
February to spend several m onths i n  Gotti n gen .  H e  conti nued h i s  habit  of 
wor ki n g  h ard thro ugh the wee k  and going for long  country wal ks on Sundays i n  
order to re lax, b u t  these wal ks were n o  longer usua l ly so l i tary. I n  Copenhagen 
he was often accompanied by Bohr and i n  Gotti ngen by Robert Oppenhei m er, 
who l ived i n  the same pens ion and with whom he b ecame close friends. Dirac 
fo u n d  the cath o l ic i nterests of O ppen he imer, who spent much ti me read i n g  
Dante in  t h e  orig i n al, very difficu l t to understand.  l t  i s  said that Dirac once asked 
h i m, ' H ow can you do both p hysics and poetry? I n  physics we try to explai n  i n  
sim p l e  terms someth ing  that n obody knew before. I n  poetry i t  is  t h e  exact 
opposite. '  

Wh ilst in Copenhagen, Dirac app l ied his general  formal i sm to the e lectro
magnetic f ie ld, showin g  it to be descr i bed in q uantum-mechan ical terms by an 
assem bly of particles (photon s), j ust as had been conjectured by P lanck and 
E inste i n  in the work which had motivated m uch of the deve l opment  of 
quantum mechanics. I n  so do ing, h e  bro u ght together the var ious  strands in the 
development of  the subj ect i nto a coherent whole, removing once and for a l l  
the  d i chotomy between waves and particles, and s i m u ltaneously he created 
the s u bject of quantum e lectrodynamics. H avin g  returned to Cam br idge, Dirac 
was e lected to a Research Fellows h i p  at St J o h n's in N ovem ber 19 2 7. 

At the end of 19 2 7, the maj or outstand i n g  prob lem was how to reconci l e  
qu antum mechanics with t h e  other revo lut ion  i n  p hys ics that h a d  b e e n  m a d e  at 
the begi n n i ng of the twentieth century, relativity. M any thought that this 
prob lem had already .been solved b u t  Dirac saw clear ly that the su pposed 
solut ion was u nsatisfactory. I n  19 28, in two papers that are probably his m ost 
fam o us, he produced h is relativistic q uantum theory of the e lectron by 
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construct i n g  what came to be known u niversal ly as the' Dirac equat ion '  (except 
i n  Dirac's l ectures, where it was always cal led the 're lativi stic wave equat ion') .  lt 
made the previous cand i d ate theory look thoroughly anaemic.  Dirac's theory 
requ ired the e lectron to h ave very definite propert ies ( sp in  and magnetic 
moment), i n  agreement with experi ment. Moreover, as Dirac pointed out i n  
1930, it n ecessitated the existence of another partic le with the opposite 
e lectric charge and the same mass as the electron .  I n  th i s  way, it pred i cted the 
existence of the pos itron, the anti-partic l e  of  the e lectron, which was confirmed 
by exper i ment in 193 2 .  Dirac's pred iction of antimatter was described by 
H eisen berg as 'th e  most decisive d iscovery in con nection with the properties or 
the  nature of e lementary particles . . .  [ l t] changed our whole outlook o n  atomic 
p hysics complete ly'. 

With these develo p ments, q uant u m  mechan ics was in an essential ly 
complete form. D irac's e n ormous contr i b utions to it were ackn owl edged by his 
e lection to the Royal Society in 1930 and to the Lucasian Professorship in 1932,  
and by  the  award of  the Nobe l  Prize for Physics for 193 3, which h e  shared with 
Schrodinger. 

Dirac had been lectur i n g  on q uant u m  mechan i cs s ince 192 7. ( H e  was a 
Un iversity Lecturer in Mathematics fro m  19 29 to 19 3 2 .) Out of these lectures 
grew his book The Principles of Quantum Mechanics (O.U. P., 1930), which for 
over fifty years h as remained a standard text to be recom mended to those 
learnin g  the su bject. lt  is a testi mony to the  clarity of h i s vis ion and the depth of 
his perception that he was ab le  to wr ite the defin itive text on the  subject so 
soon after poss i b ly the greatest conceptual  revolut ion in physics had taken 
p lace. J. G .  Crowther, representing the O.U. P., v i sited Dirac in College and 
fou n d  h i m  s ittin g  at a fo l d i n g  wooden desk 'writing the book straight off'. The 
manuscript, l argely free fro m  correct ions, now in the Ch urchill College Arch ive 
Ce ntre along with many of Dirac's oth er man uscr i pts and personal papers, 
confirms the picture. For some years Schro d i n ger's methods were dominant 
but, grad ual ly, particularly after the  n otational advances made i n  the th ird 
edition (1947), Dirac's more gen eral formulation became accepted as the  
standard language of  q u ant u m  theory. 

Dirac conti n ued to lecture on q uant u m  theory in Cambr idge u nti l his 
ret irement fro m  the Lucasian Chair in 1969. He su pervised comparat ive ly few 
research stude nts, taki n g  the v iew that the fun damental problems on which h e  
worked were n ot suited for most students. For many years, h i s  was the  first 
course in quant u m  theory that a Cambr idge student wo u l d  take. H is 
presentatio n  fo l l owed very close lythe treatment in h i s  book but, even so, many 
would attend the course more than once.  H is de l ivery conveyed an i ntegrity 
and coherence of viewpo i nt which made the line of argu ment seem 
in evitab le .  

The brevity and precisi on of  h i s  comments were legendary, leading to many 
'Dirac stor ies', some apocryphal n o  d o u bt. One of the most famous recou nts 
h ow, after Dirac had given a lecture, a member of the audience stood up and 
sai d that h e  could n ot u nderstand a part icular equatio n .  After a long s i lence, the 
chairman asked D irac whether h e  was goi ng to answer the q uest ion .  Dirac 
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rep l ied that he had thought it had been a statement. Another story tells how the 
physicist Paul Ehrenfest, experiencing some d ifficu lties i n  fo l l owi n g  the 
argument in  ·one of Dirac's papers, wrote to h i m  for further explanation .  He 
received a long reply which, o n  exami nat i on, turned out to be essentially the 
same as the text of the  paper .  But, after further study, Ehrenfest concluded that 

.'The better one u nderstands it, the better it is ' .  Reread i n g  Dirac's succinct and 
carefu lly constructed argu ments frequently revealed depths of mean ing  i nit ia l ly 
over l ooked. 

If Dirac had done n oth i n g  after the ear ly 1930s, h e  wou ld  st i l l  be ran ked 
amongst the greatest names in physics, b ut his work contin ued u nabated in  h i s 
later years. The first years of his research career were i n  a golden age in p hysics, 
which he played a major part in creat i ng. His l ater ach ievements were n ot on 
the same scale but n either were those of other p hysicists. In  the following years 
he worked on a n u mber of topics, writi n g  many papers of great or igi nal ity. H is 
work on the  possib le  existence of magnetic monopoles contai ned the seed of 
the topol ogical ideas that n ow p lay a major role in theoretical physics. The 
sign ificance of t h i s  and much of his oth er work, such as his  approach to 
constrai nts in classical mechan ics, has grown with the  years, and h is infl uence is 
now as great as ever. On the other h and, Dirac was out of sympathy with the  
su bsequent development of  q uant u m  electrodynamics and, i n  particu l ar, the  
use  of 'renormalisation'  to remove infi n it ies fro m  calculat ions. H e  took the  v iew 
that infi n it ies wou ld  n ot occur i n  a sati sfactory theory, and, as on so many oth er 
questio ns, opinion h as been shift i n g  towards h i s po int of v iew. 

The i mage of Dirac as a theoret ician, not i nterested in the practical aspects of 
physics, is not real ly accurate. About 1934 he i nvented a method of isotope 
separation, based on the i dea that if a j et of gas were made to turn a sharp 
corner, past a sharp  edge, the ce ntr ifugal force wou l d  cause the components to 
separate. With Kapitza's help and encourageme nt, h e  set o ut to test the 
method experimental ly in  the Mond Laboratory. When, on a v i sit to Moscow, 
Kapitza was prevented fro m  returning to Cambridge, Dirac's experiment was 
interru pted because the  e q u i p ment in the  Mond Laboratory was sent on to 
Moscow. Later on, in the war, a grou p  in Oxford fou nd that the  method worked 
perfectly wel l for separating uran i u m  hexafl uor ide but, as it was less efficient 
than gaseous diffus ion, it was abandoned.  

His  work d i d  n ot stop on h is  ret i rement fro m  the Lucas ian Chair. I n  1971 ·he 
accepted an appo i ntment as Professor of Physics at  Florida State Un iversity in 
Tallahassee. There, having Dirac i n  the p hysics department seemed comparable 
with havin g  Shakespeare in the Engl ish d epartment. H e  conti nued to work, 
u nti l shortly before h i s  death, on his theory that the fu ndame ntal p hys ical 

'constants' are actual ly  varying very s lowly. 

In 193 7  Dirac marr i ed Margit Wigner of Budapest (whose brother, Eugene 
Wigner was awarded the 1963 N obel Prize for Physics) . He was awarded the 
Royal Medal of the Royal Society i n  1939 and i ts  Copley Medal  in  1952 . The 
same year he became the third recip ient of the German Physical Society's Max 
Planck Med al, after Planck h i mself and E inste i n .  I n  1961 h e  was made a 
member of the Pontifical Academy and i n  1973 a member of the Order of 
Merit. 
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The College is fortunate in havi n g  three l i ke nesses of Dirac i n  its possess ion .  
Th e first dates from 1939, when the Dan ish  scu l ptor, H arald lse nste i n, made a 
plaster cast bust which he later presented to the College. H is offer i n  1971 to 
have the b ust cast i n  bronze was welcomed by the College and the resu lt i s  n ow 
in the Li brary. The second is a pencil drawin g  made by R. To llast in 1963 .  The 
·third, a portrait i n  o i l s  pai nted by Michael  N oakes i n  1978, n ow hangs i n  the 
H al l .  

Dirac's u n ique i nte l l ect was evi dent in everything h e  wrote. Rudolf Pe ier ls  
suggested that it was Dirac's absolutely straight th i n king i n  u nexpected ways 
that made h i s  work so characteristic. H e  d i d  n ot fo l l ow convent ions  b ut rather 
thou ght everyt h i n g  o ut from first princ ip les. Bohr said that h e  had the m ost 
remarkable  scientif ic m i nd s ince Newton.  Dirac himself cited m athemat ical 
beauty as the ult i m ate criterion  for selectin g  the way forward in theoret ical 
physics. He wrote that ' it i s  more i mportant to have beauty in o ne's equat ions  
than to have them fit experiment. . .  lt  seems that, i f  one i s  working from the  
poi nt of  view of  gett i n g  beauty i n  o ne's equat ions, and if  one h as real ly sound 
insi ght, one is o n  a sure l i ne of progress. I f  there i s  not complete agreement 
between the results of one's work and experiment, one should not al l ow 
oneself to be too d iscouraged, because the discrepancy may be d u e  to m i n or 
features . . .  that w i l l  get c leared u p  with further developments of the theory'. 
Dirac was writ ing  about Schrod inger, b ut it was his own work that demonstrated 
just h ow powerfu l such an approach could be when adopted QY someone 
possessi n g  the  deepest i ns ight and the  h i ghest aesthetic sense. 

P.  Goddard 

Paul Dirac and I \vere elected Research Fellows on the same day, 7 N ovem b er 
1927,  he on the evidence already of high scie ntific ach ievement. I knew h i m  
cont i n u ously from that date. H e  was n ot a n  easy m an t o  know i nt i m ately and I 
can n ot clai m an i ntimate acq uaintance in the closer personal sense. Though he 
took litt le part in Col l ege affairs, his affect ion  for the Co l l ege and his grat itude to 
it were n ever in dou bt. Unt i l  his retirement from the Lucasian chair he din ed 
regu l arly, if n ot very frequently, i n  Ha l l .  H e  spo ke l ittle, and often sat silent. H is 
i ntervent ions most often took the form of br ief com ments on what was bei ng 
said, or brief q uestions. Somet i mes he would ask c h i ldl i ke (never c h i ldish) 
question s  about some current or pract ical matter with which his hearers might 
have expected him to be fami l iar. At oth er times he would disarm h i m  with a 
direct and penetratin g  q uestion which left his hearer at a loss to fi n d  an answer 
to match the question. But his q u estions always h ad a clarity that revealed a 
de si re to know; there was n ever any trace of e m barrassment at aski n g  them or of 
desire to confou nd or u ncover ignorance in oth ers. I ndeed, the i m press ion 
always and immediately created by h is  conversat i o n, bri ef though i t  might be, 
was of a directn ess and penetration of m i nd, of that clar ity and i n n ocency of 
sight which underl ies both personal virtue and h igh inte llectual i llu minat ion.  

J . S. Boys S m ith 
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Bob Fu l le r's fu n eral p rocession, 14 Apri l  1986 

RO B E RT CH ARLES F U LLER 

Bob Fu l ler, H ead Po rter of  St J o h n's from 1969 to 1985, died at  home on 6 
April 1986. 

Robert Charles Fu l le r, u niversal ly known as ' Big Bob' ('the Beast of St J o h n 's, 
though taken up by the national p ress, h ad no real l ocal fo l lowi n g) was born in 
1920 at Swaffham Prior and started work on a local farm at the age of fou rteen . 
After six years of war service with the G renadiers he j oined the Col lege staff 
under  R. E. Thoday, H ead Gardener, in Septem ber 1946. H e  remained at St 
J ohn's, m oving from the Kitche n  Garden to the Porters Lodge in 1960, unti l  his 
retirement  last s u m m e r. ' I  enjoyed a Porter's life; it was like being a Lance
Corporal in the Army again', the fo rmer Sergeant Major  reca l led in the 
recol lections pub lished in  The Eagle twelve m onths ago. 

Those reco l lections (q. v.) provide a m o re authentic acco u nt of Bob than any 
obituarist could  do. The concern for p recise dates, the staccato sytle, the 
e loquence of what is l eft u nsaid: these reveal something of the man who in his 
sixteen years as H ead Porter came to represent to the wider world a rapidly 
changing St J oh n 's wh ose virtues he massive ly personified . On his death the 
Cambridge Evening News reported that  h e  h ad been H ead Porter for  39 years. 
Though factual ly incorrect (and it wo u l d  h ave p rovided Bob with his cue to 
comment on the ruddy newspapers), this was sym bolical ly right, for in every 
week of the year Bob gave the College at least twice as m uch of his ti me and 
himself as the Col lege had any c laim on. H e  seemed hard ly ever to be away 
from the p lace, whethe r  in  his office at the Main Lodge first thing in  the m o rning 
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scrutinising lists of conference delegates o r- what was m o re con genial to him
passin g  the time of day wil l  all and sun d ry in the courts; o n  the touch line  o r  the 
towpath; crol:lched in that  i m minently exp losive cricket-um piring post u re of 
his; showin g  tired cricketers, historians, oarsmen the way to go h o m e  at the end 
of  the long day, h e  was rare ly out of view. H e  was d evoted to the Col lege and 
grum b led about it occasional ly in  the way that o n ly one who identified as he did 
with the achievements, antics and exploits of staff, Fel l ows and students cou ld 
gru m ble. M o re often h e  de lighted in some further  p roof that 'J o h n 's is the best 
b loody Col lege'. ' Lovely!', he wou l d  say- and he m eant it. A ready racon te u r  (a 
bri l liant extem pore account  to the Pig C l u b  of his days with Ral ph Thoday, to 
whom the ex-RSM remained 'the boy', springs to min d) , he particu larly relished 
the camarade rie of O l d  J o h nian weeke n ds. 

I f  the Col lege seemed like his h o m e, when he did go h o m e  h e  as often as not  
took the Col lege with him,  especial ly at  Christmas and the N ewYearwhen Mary 
and Bob regu larly e ntertained grad u ates and u n d e rgrad u ates who were far from 
their own homes. I n  the mid-70s he was elected an Eagle.  'That tie m eans a lot  
to m e', h e  wrote at  the time of his retirement, ' I  hope I can go o n  wearing it fo r a 
few m o re years . '  H e  had rich ly  d eserved to do so and, tie less, to conti n u e  
cultivating t h e  garden a t  12 Madingley Road which he had somehow always 
fo u n d  tim e  to kee p  in  such sp len did o rd e r. The Col lege's deepest sym pathy 
goes to M rs Fu l l e r  that those 'few m o re years' t u rned out to be j ust a matter of 
months. lt was Mary's u nselfish ness that enabled Bob to give so much of himse lf  
to the College and to p lace the Col lege s o  deeply in his debt. 

Peter Linehan 

This is the first tim e  that I h ave been asked to write an o bituary. I dare say it wi l l  
not b e  the last, b u t  I a m  s u re i t  wi ll b e  the o n e  I rem e m ber most, a n d  I can n ot 
envisage finding it as hard to know where to start. Bob Fu l le r  was so much to so 
many people, both in  St J o h n's and throughout Cam b ridge that any b rief 
mention of his achievements can on ly b u t  appear as an inj ustice. ' Big Bob 
Remem bers', which appeared in  l ast year's Eagle, straight from the H o rse's, o r  
s h o u l d  I say Cuddly Teddy Bear's, m outh, testifies to Bob's total involvement  in  
Col lege and University life. l t  is both ironic and sad that his poignant m e m o ries 
should assume the mantle of an autobiographic obituary so soon after his 
retirement. 

All I wil l  p roffer are a few personal m e m o ries. Memories of stewardin g  with 
Bob at the Varsity Boxing Match, the G ui ldha l l  fil l ed to capacity. 'Sorry Sir, 
com plete ly fu l l ' was the ord e r  of the day, d e livered with military p recision,  b u t  
still room t o  s li p  the o d d  J o h nian ( o r  two!) th ro u gh t h e  doors. O f  u m piring  a 
soporific cricket m atch, on ly to have the calm shattered by the raspi n g  
condemnatio n  o f  ' N o  Ball' from Bob, or watchin g  with  wry inevitability t h e  
en actm ent o f  a time-honoured ritual ,  m u c h  beloved b y  J o h nian bowlers. I 
often wonder  why we even bothered to appeal .  The finger wo u ld  be risin g, 
head th rown back in h aughty disdain ,  wel l  b efore the first m u rmurs of an dppeal 
Were h eard. Of being cal led in  as a 'twelfth man'  for the an nual Cricket Cl u b  
Di nner at Bob and Mary's, havin g  already ind u l ged i n  the Col lege Buttery. I 
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en ded u p  retreating to the role of wai te r  as my fellow diners battled against the 
odds to fin ish the 32 pou n d  turkey. 

I also count  myself l ucky to h ave been one of the few J o h nians to h ave seen 
Bob Fu l le r  speec h l ess! Generations of john ians wi ll recall marath o n  welco m i n g  
speeches a t  Matriculation Din ne rs as B o b  sought t o  welcome freshmen (and 
wom e n) and i m bu e  them with a flavour of Col l ege life . But we got the better of 
him in the end. At a farewell Din n er in Bob's last te rm as H ead Porter, a two
min ute standing ovation as he entered H al l  with Mary h ad Bob visib ly  sh aken, 
b u t  one soon sensed that h e  was gathering himself  for his last orati on to h is 
beloved students. H owever, as h e  rose to h is feet and turned to take centre
stage, he was confronted by the o n ly th i n g  ever l i kely to have had e nough 
presence to re nder  him s peechless: a l i fe-size p hotograph of h i mself in fu l l  
mor ning d ress, h is leavi n g  present from the j u nior members .  Th e. pause was 
only momentary, b u t  his recol lections were uncharacteristical ly b ri ef, and h e  sat 
down with more than a trace of dampness i n  his eyes. He wasn't the on ly  one 
either  

An era is well and truly over. lt  i s  sad, and more than  a little unfair, that Bob 
and Mary will not be ab l e  to enjoy together the ret i rement that they so r ichly 
deserved; sad, too, that he wil l  not be able to i n d u l ge i n  a few m ore eccentric 
u m pirin g  decis ions, (Cri cket Cuppers Fi n al somehow seems one step fu rther 
away this year) though I fancy Bob wi l l  be casting  his eye over the next game of 
room cri cket, whenever that might be! As Bob himself remarked in last year's 
Eagle, his cousin made the new Forecourt gates, and he thus felt that he had left 
a s m a l l  part of h is family life i n  the College. A masterly u nderstatement if ever 
there was one .  Bob and Mary h ave given so much to the Col lege over the years 
that their influence wil l  be felt for many years in i n n u merab l e  ways. Bob wou l d  
n o t  want u s  t o  sit back and lament for too long. The Col lege was what mattered 
m ost to h i m, and the m ost fittin g  tri b ute to a man such as Bob can on ly be to get 
on with the j o b  in hand and maintain the standards of excel lence in  the Col lege 
which were so l ovin gly fostered by one of the last of Cam b ridge's tru ly wise 
m e n .  

R o b  H egin botham 

'We l l, he' l l  probably say something about ru les being made to be bent, and 
about the fact that he's been bathed in cham pagne and rol led in the  sn ow', said 
some second-year to me the day before my first-year Matr icu latio n  Din ner.  H e  
was o f  course referring to Bob Fu l ler's n otori o us ann ual speech.  ' O h  yes,' h e  
added, ' h e  doesn't l i ke girls'. 

I n ever really experienced any of Bob's chauvi nism fi rst hand.  I do, h owever, 
remember the expressio n  on the late H ead Porter's face when I dashed into the 
lodge at  the begi n ning of one Michae l m as Term complai n i n g  that  my roo m had 
round pin plugs. ' I 'm goi n g  to have to alter all my appliances!' I s h rieked, 'and 
wh at's more, I wanted to use my hair  d ryer tonight . '  My mother then rushed in  
to com pla in  that girls have to run across cou rtyards to take a bath . ' Frances is 
very prone to colds' she explained.  it wouldn't demand too great a stretch of 
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the i magi nation to guess the k ind of response we got from Bob.  

But even if' Bob tried his best .to make the J o h n ie n nes feel u nco mfortable, we 
soon began to takE! his j i bes with a pinch of salt. Some would say he became 
positively nervous when Caro line Bulloch went  i nto the l od ge! When I told a 

. few of my gi rlfriends I had been asked to write this o bituary, even such 
adjectives as 'cudd ly' were suggested .  And I thi n k  the n u m ber of gi rls present  at 
his fu neral is evidence enou gh, that despite his attem pts to disl i ke us, most of us 
ended u p  liki ng and respect ing h i m .  

When, after t h e  funeral, I co m m ented t o  o n e  o f  the porters how sm art they 
were all looking in the i r  top h ats, the response was: ' I  thi n k  Bob wou l d  h ave 
been proud .  H e  was one of a ki n d .  You don 't get his sort any more. ' I th i n k  that 
s u ms i t  all up .  

Frances Moyle 

Bob and Mary Fu l ler used to arrive for Evenso n g  in  Chapel at 6.1 0 p . m .  on 
Su nday evenings. At 6.10 p . m .  on Sunday, 13 April, Bob's coffin was p l aced in 
the Chapel of h is be loved Col lege to rest over n i ght  before his funera l .  Som e  six 
h u n dred persons packed the Chapel for the funeral  service at noon o n  14 Apri l .  
I f  the date had fa llen in term time, there wou l d  have b e e n  at least fo u r  h u n dred 
more.  The Dean ( Mr Macintosh) conducted the service and said a few words; Or 
R. N .  Perham, President (in the Master's unavoidab l e  absence) read the lesson .  
The Choir (incl uding as many ch oral students who cou ld  be present  out  of  te rm) 
sang under  the direction of An d rew Carwood, and Mr Paul Bryan (of the Col l ege 
Sch ool) was at the organ. 

Fol l owin g  the service, the H ead Porter ( Mr Dove) and al l  the Porters acting as 
Pall Bearers, s low-m arched the coffin  to the Great Gate. At the Gate, an 
undergrad uate guard of h o n o u r  (led by R.C. H egin botham and Miss D.A. 
L indsay) stood at attention as the coffin passed by. For Bob's l ast j o urney to the 
Crematori u m, the hearse p roceeded south down St J o h n's Street accom panied 
by a motor cyc le  escort provided ad hominem by the City Police. Many 
shopkeepers stood at attent ion as the coffin passed, and the College flag flew at 
h alfmast. A big farewell to a big man.  

A.A.  Macintosh 

WARW I CK ALEXAND E R  MCKEA N  

Warwick McKean was e lected t o  a Teaching Fe l lowship in Law in  1976. H e  
came t o  u s  from Kin g's Col lege, London, where h e  h ad h e l d  a ten ured 
Lect u res h i p; and some might have thought it u n usual  i f  not positively rash to 
rel i n q uish the latter for a Col l ege Fel l owship with lim ited ten u re.  Warwick was 
stron gly attracted, h owever, to the co l legiate l ife, and he certainly m ade a 
vigorous contribution to it. 

As a lawyer he was i n terested p rimari ly in the field of Pub lic Law, and he 
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Warwick McKean 
p u b l i shed a very successtu l  book o n  Equality and Discrimination under 
International Law, which was based o n  h i s  research at Oxford.  l t  rece ived 
favou rable reviews, sold very wel l  and su bseq uently re-appeared in paper
back. Latterly h e  had been worki ng on the q u esti on of legal rep resentatio n  with 
a view to b ri ngi n g  out what wo u l d  n o  doubt  have been a fasci nati ng book on 
th i s  subj ect. In  addit ion h e  contri buted each year the chapter o n  ' Law in the 
U n i ted Ki ngdom'  for the Annual Register of World Events (a Lon gmans 
p u b l i cati on of cons iderable anti q u i ty) . 

Although it was P u b l ic Law which attracted h i m  m ost, Warwick was happy to 
su pervise as wel l - and very successfu l ly - i n  a n u m be r  of Private Law subj ects 
such as Tort, E q u i ty and Land Law. H i s  contri b ut ion to the Col lege's teac h i n g  
strength i n  Law was t h u s  cons iderable a n d  he wi l l  be m i ssed. 

] . C. H al l  

Warwick McKean's contri but ions to the wider l i fe of  the Col lege were large ly 
in the social sphere. As a yo u n g  bachelor  Fe l l ow he used h i s  posit i o n  to 
entertai n gene ro usly and to make a large n u m be r  of deep friendsh i ps. H e  
enjoyed h u gely t h e  com pany o f  you n g  people as we l l  as the soci ety of the 
Fe l l ows h i p. H e  d i ned frequently and was pu ncti l ious  in his attendance at a 
n u m ber of soc ieties com posed of Fe l l ows and U ndergrad uates. I n  a l l  th is  h e  
was much i nf lue nced b y  t h e  late O r  N o rman H e n ry t o  w h o m ,  after a famous s l i p  
in vino, he was always affect ionately known a s  'Warrid ge'. I n  assoc i at ion with h i s  
avu ncular  sen ior, h e  d id  m uch t o  consol idate t h e  success o f  the Wine a n d  Food 
Society and to perpetuate that love of the b rethren so fi rmly associated with the 
' boozy corner' of the Wine Ci rc le .  
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S i nce about 19 79, there was born in  Warwick a vocat ion to the orda ined 
rn i n i stry of the C h u rch of  which p revi ous ly h e  had always been a p racti s i n g  
rnem ber. Accord i ngly he e n ro l led a s  a part t ime student  a t  R id ley H al l  and 
attended l ectu res and cou rses there in p reparat ion for o rd i n atio n .  At the t ime 
he was not sure whether  h e  wished to  exercise a m i n i stry i n  th is  country (and 
poss i b ly in associ atio n  with a teac h i n g  post) , o r  in h i s native New Zealand.  

Tragedy struck i n  1980 when i t  was d iscovered that he had a melanoma i n  the 
leg. From th is  moment W. M. knew that h is days were n u m b ered and yet with 
qu ite extraord i nary b ravery he resolved to conti n u e  the cou rse that h e  had set 
h i mself. O peratio n s, rad i o- and chemo-therapy fo l l owed i nexo rab ly, b ut 
Warwick n ever once compla ined nor  fai led to shew that u l t imate cou rtesy 
which does not i nf l ict personal m i sery on others. l t  was, i n  the words of h i s  
physic ian, h i mself  a d isti ngu ished Fel low o f  t h e  Col lege, a 's i ngu lar  p rivi lege to 
look after so b rave a patient' .  

Warwick was m ade deacon in Ely Cathed ral at the Michae l m as o rd i n at ion of 
1984 and began to serve h is t it le as a Fe l l ow of the Col l ege. In addit ion to h i s  
teac h i n g  d uties, h e  took a fu l l  part i n  t h e  wors h i p  o f  t h e  Chape l,  both s i ngi n g  
evensong and taki n g  h i s  turn a t  p reac h i n g  f o r  t h e  early Com m u n i o n  services. 
His sermons  were m arked by h u mo u r  and com mo n  sense as wel l  as by 
ins ight. 

By N ove mber  1 984, the cancer was fou n d  to h ave estab l ished i tself o n  the 
bra in  and Warwick McKean ret u rned forthwith to h i s  fam i ly in N ew Zealan d.  
There, as a last  rad ical atte m pt to amel i o rate the s ituat ion, h e  was o perated on 
and mirabile dictu given a reprieve. J ust before the operation,  and in v iew of 
the c i rcumstances, he was ordained to the pri esthood in St J o h n's (happi ly) 
Cathedral, Napier  by the B ishop of Waiapu on letters d i m i ssory from the B ishop 
of E ly. 

To everybody's su rprise and d e l i gh t, Warwick was ab le  to ret u rn to the 
Col lege for the Easter Term 198 5 ,  the l ast of  h i s ten u re as a Fe l l ow. Again ,  
though now very cons iderably weakened by the ravages of  h is  i l l n ess, h e  we nt  
about  h is bus iness with  q u iet  d i gn i ty and gentle h u mo u r, enj oyi n g  particu larly 
the view of the backs in May from h i s  rooms in N ew Cou rt. He was wel l  e n o u gh 
to preach the l ast serm on of the acad e m ic year at Evensong i n  J u n e  198 5 .* l t  
was a m e morable  a n d  m oving occas ion .  Thereafter Warwick returned t o  N ew 
Zealand and to a post at St J oh n's Cathed ral, Napie r. With i n  three m o nths h e  
had graciously conceded defeat a n d  h e  d i ed on September  1 3 ,  1985 ,  aged 44 . 
H i s  patience was an exam ple to us al l and h i s  defeat was a tri u m ph .  

A.A. Mac i n tosh 

• Cop ies of Warwick McKean's last serm on may be obta ined from the Chapel  
Cl erk on request. 

* * 

O b i tuaries of Frank Leqnard Engledow, who d i ed o n  3 J u ly 1985,  and of .�obert 
Les/ie How/and, who d i ed on 7 March 1986, w i l l  appear in next year's i ssue of 
The Eagle. 
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letters between William and Mary discovered in 1978 and published three years later. The 
word 'inmate', Sykes Davies argues, is used by Wordsworth in a specially powerful sense 
with connotations of domestic intimacy and communality (in note 6 on page 319 Syke� 
Davies suggests, without evidence, that this may have been a Westmorland dialect usage: 1 

think this suggestion is almost certainly wrong). 

In Worcfsworth and the Worth of Words there are strikingly few references to recent 
Wordsworth criticism (recent, that is, when the book was written); one of the few references 
that do occur, to Melvin Racier's Wordsworth: a Philosophical Approach (Oxford, 1967) is, 
significantly, fairly dismissive, and perhaps justifiably so (p. 184). This virtual absence of 
references tells us something of Hugh Sykes Davies' approach to his subject: he was far more 
concerned with developing his own ideas, patiently working them out in detail, than with 
keeping up with contemporary academic criticism, with much of which he would in any case 
have been unsympathetic. Maybe a similar kind of exclusiveness of intellectual habit lies 
behind his insistence, stated more or less explicitly at several points in the book, and in a 
sense implicit throughout, that Wordsworth's poetry can only be understood strictly on its 
own terms - demands, indeed a specialised linguistic sensitivity. In Wordsworth and the 
Worth of Words literary-historical influences are almost invariably considered negatively: the 
poet is seen as breaking free from literary convention, thereby discovering his own startling 
originality. Introspection by itself was sufficient to take him beyond the limitations of 
contemporary psychology. This is the work of a passionate Wordsworthian, whose feeling for 
the poet was intensely personal. One of the most revealing passages- more revealing, I think, 
of Hugh than Wordsworth - is the concluding discussion of the crisis of urban civilisation. 
Hugh's pessimism was not always easy to take, and often one felt mildly irritated by the 
apparent fixedness of his views. In the concluding paragraph he suggests that the future may 
lie with 'those who have remained in the country', taking advantage not only of the strength 
of real human communities, but also of 'a communion with the rest of the universe, in all its 
variety and homogeneity, its rhythms of growth and decay and growth again' (p. 307). This 
commitment to Wordsworthian 'natural piety', a quiet, attentive, sympathetic closeness to 
the processes of the natural world, was probably as close as Hugh came to religious 
belief. 

Robert lnglesfield 

Russe/1 Sporgo 
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OBITUARIES 

GL YN EDMUND DANIEL 

Glyn Daniel, son of the headmaster of a village school in the Vale of Glamorgan, came up 
to St John's College in 1932 to read Geography. He chose the College himself after walking 
round the Backs. He came from Barry County School, like others of that time blessed with 
masters of character, intelligence, and a concern for their bright pupils. Glyn was the first of 
his generation to venture so far east as Cambridge; but he was followed to St John's from the 
same school by at least four near-contemporaries, all of whom made careers of distinction in 
academic or public life. It may have been his headmaster who implanted in young Daniel an 
interest in archaeological remains; at any rate he shifted to the Arch. and Anth. Tripos and by 
the outbreak of War he was a Research Fellow of St John's, and a rising authority on the 
megaliths of England, Wales and Brittany. His fortunate star took him into the photographic 
intelligence branch of the RAF and to India where he held an important command, found 
Ruth and developed his archaeological techniques. 

He was back in Cambridge and at St John's by 1946. His achievements since then are 
well enough known: his professional career first in Cambridge, then nationally and 
internationally: Lecturer and then Disney Professor, an important Fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries and belatedly a Fellow of the British Academy, and international recognition 
represented formally by his Fellowship of the Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and 
corresponding membership of major archaeological academies. He emerged, as has been 
authoritatively said, one of the founding fathers of modern archaeology. He was not only a 
true professional in an exacting and ever more technical discipline; in an age of specialisms, 
he was, as a friend wrote recently, 'one of the great generalists, who saw archaeology 
encompassing the classical, the pre-Colombian and the prehistoric in an holistic discipline'. 
Further, he showed his colleagues that their discipline was mature and confident enough to 
look back on its own development: a pioneer of archaeological historiography. 

His achievement owed much to his individual temperament. He was blessed with a 
capacious and accurate memory; more important, he was a born and compulsive writer, of 
immense energy and fluency. One had the impression that hardly a morning went by, and he 
rose very early, without his exercising the discipline of the written word. The results are a 
memorial to him in more than a score of books and monographs on widely ranging 
archaeological subjects written, some for the profession, some for the informed public, some 
for both. For in addition to his other gifts he was the prime mover in capturing the imagination 
of a more general public for Man's prehistoric past. He found, in Antiquity, which he and 
Ruth edited from 1958 until the year of his death, an instrument which he could shape for 
this purpose; and the style, vigour and informed reporting of his editorials and his general 
editing became a powerful influence in educating the public mind. This was reinforced by his 
complementary role in the series Ancient Peoples and Places, of which he edited over a 
hundred volumes. That highly successful publishing enterprise emerged as a result of Glyn' s 
renowned early venture into television, Animal, Vegetable, Mineral? In those early 1950s, 
academics tended to look askance at the new medium; and it was characteristic of Glyn's 
nerve and his flair for its visual possibilities that he should embrace the opportunity and, with 
his colleague Sir Mortimer Wheeler, turn it to such good account for the cause of 
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archaeology. By this battery of devices, of which Glyn was such a master, the academic 
discipline of archaeology had been transformed within a short generation, into a subject, 
popular in the best sense, and one which has contributed so materially to the public's 
enhanced sense of a national heritage. 

Despite his national reputation and the fame of his public persona, Glyn Daniel was never 
tempted to kick over his professional traces. He remained a learned and highly disciplined 
practitioner, as penetrating in his criticism of the second rate as he encouraged truly 
promising scholarship. Above all, he remained what he had become even before the War, a 
don, a brilliantly individual personality but a don, in a classic mould, fierce in his devotion to 

· Cambridge and to St John's College. 

He was an outstanding teacher, both of undergraduates and of apprentice professionals. 
He had the gift of making topics come vibrantly alive with wit and imagination. His 
supervisions were stimulating and entertaining, his field trips often hilarious and adventurous. 
As one of his pupils, the Prince of Wales, wrote, in 1981, in the Foreword to Antiquity and 
Man (Glyn's Festschrift): 'There is no doubt that having him as a supervisor made 
archaeology - and the process of learning - fun. ' He was kind and concerned about his pupils 
and their personal problems; and they remember the experience of supervisions in those 
high Third Court rooms overlooking Bachelors' Walk vividly, affectionately and with loyalty. 
Glyn and Ruth, in that devoted partnership spanning forty years of their marriage and 
professional life together, established 'The Johnian Connexion'; this periodic get together, 
which met for serious discussion and not-so-serious good fellowship, included in their 
number an impressive series of fine archaeologists who began as Glyn's students. 

It is true that his colleagues and friends remember him too. He had a natural curiosity 
about people and an easy friendliness, especially towards the young and newly arrived who 
needed to be put at their ease, and his gossip was full of fun and empty of malice. His 
sparkling social talents: a graceful host, lively-table talk, infectious laughter, a humorous 
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improvisor of memorable situations, a celebrator of success, an inventor of private jokes, with 
that Celtic flair for the dramatic, all were endearing and life-enhancing qualities. Who could 
forget the exuberant fantasy of Daniel as Proctor

.
perambulating in a sedan chair carried by 

his constables? Or being rung up on the internal College phone one morning to hear a 
sinister Welsh voice simply say, 'Fly at once! All is discovered. ' 

Some of this he owed to his friend and mentor of an earlier College generation, Martin 
Charlesworth. Unlike him, Glyn never took major College office, though he was at the centre 
of things, a member of the College Council for fifteen years, and its Secretary for seven; he 
had a deep concern for the College's government and was a shrewd judge of its personalities. 
He made an exception for one College office: that of Steward. In the early 'fifties, with 
rationing over and good vintages of claret and burgundy once again to be laid down, he re
created and enhanced the role of Steward of the College with a style and panache that will 
long be remembered in Cambridge; and it was characteristic of him that he should 
harmoniously in his own person combine archaeology and French cuisine and write a book 
about it, just a few years before, equally for fun and joie de vivre, he had founded 'Fisher 
College' - between St John's and Trinity - as the setting for one of the earliest Cambridge 
detective stories. 

His manifold gifts apart, perhaps the strongest and most persistent presence of Glyn's 
personality remains his openness to his fellow human beings, his curiosity and sensitivity 
about them, his unsolicited helpfulness, his warm responses, his talent for friendship. 
'Friendship', he liked to say, 'is a conspiracy for pleasure. ' And in this he was no respecter of 
persons. His concern was not just for his own students, colleagues and friends, but for all the 
many people he happened to encounter and made a point of establishing a relationship with. 
It was no accident that it was Glyn who adapted the statutory Pig Club of wartime permitting 
the Fellows to enjoy off-the-ration pork at high table into a uniquely important College 
sodality which embraces both Fellows and staff as members. One of many touching letters at 
his death was from an acquaintance who wrote that he 'was a man much loved by what I can 
only call the 'ordinary' people of Cambridge. 

Frank Thistlethwaite 

No one who was supervised by Glyn Daniel is likely to forget the stimulus of those 
agreeable occasions, when an essay was read aloud or returned with annotations, a glass or 
two of wine consumed, and a whole flow of observations offered, many of them oblique to 
the subject, in an atmosphere at once convivial and scholarly. One came away interested and 
entertained, and only later did one realise how much had been learnt. Somehow it was not 
merely some additional facts which had been gained but some entirely new insight into the 
subject of archaeology and into the personalities who had developed it or were continuing to 
do so. 

There is no doubt that his first love in archaeology was for those megalithic monuments 
which he first came to know in his native Wales, and again in Brittany, on a visit to France as 
an undergraduate, when he saw the great alignments at Carnac for the first time. Always a 
francophile, and an amateur of the good food and wine of France as well as the archaeology, 
he was fascinated by the great variety of these monuments and become, in his own words 'an 
aficionado of megaliths'. 

Among his earliest publications are important papers on the megalithic tombs, most 
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notably 'The dual nature of the megalithic colonisation of prehistoric Europe' (1941). His 
doctoral dissertation became, after the War, his first major book, The Prehistoric Chamber 
Tombs of England and Wales (1950), and was followed in 1960 by The Prehistoric Chamber 
Tombs of France. His major and highly readable synthesis The Megalithic Builders of 
Western Europe (1958) became a basic text for every undergraduate taking the optional 

Tripos paper devoted to the megalithic monuments, and formulated a balanced view which 
was universally accepted. As chronologies and interpretations changed with the impact of 
radiocarbon dating, he was quick to assess their implications, notably in his paper'Northmen 
and Southmen' (1967) published in Antiquity. 

In my view his contributions to the history of archaeology have been, and will continue to 
be, even more influential. With his warm interest in people (and archaeology has at times 
attracted some very odd people), the history of the subject came alive. It was enriched not 
only with anecdotes, but with a whole series of perceptions about the way archaeology has 
grown, many of which continue to have a bearing on how we see its developments in our own 
day and beyond. His first, short book, The Three Ages: an Essay on Archaeological Method 
(1943) was perhaps the first' study of developments in the discipline where a key theme was 
singled out for examination. Previous histories of archaeology had largely been mere 
chronicles of discovery. His Hundred Years of Archaeology (1950) was an intellectual 
history first, that is to say a history of ideas, and only in a subsidiary way a description of the 
major excavations. This penetration in analysis is perhaps most clearly seen in The Idea of 
Prehistory (1962), which I consider to be still the best introduction to the discipline of 
archaeology. 

These contributions have become if anything more relevant as time goes by. For one of 
the characteristics of the New Archaeology was to stress the need for self-awareness in 
archaeological reasoning, and the desirability in making explicit the many underlying 
assumptions. In a very real sense these works, together with The Origins and Growth of 
Archaeology (196 7), led a whole generation to define its aims more clearly. So that, although 
he was always sceptical of what he saw as the pretensions of the New Archaeology, and 
inveighed against the jargon-filled prose of its exponents, he must be seen as one of the most 
influential figures anticipating the new developments of the 196 0s and 1970s. For he was 
one of the first to show that all our interpretations of the past are based upon assumptions 
and preconceptions, which deserve to be chronicled in their own right and to be 
questioned. 

Many other issues and topics attracted his attention, and sometimes his fire. He 
reexamined the problem of the origins of complex societies in his The First Civilisations 

(1968). He was fascinated by the phenomenon of frauds and forgeries and their acceptance, 
and returned frequently in the pages of Antiquity to the question of the identity of the 
perpetrators of the Piltdown hoax. He was an early and continuing sceptic of the supposedly 
palaeolithic cave paintings at Rouffignac, pointing out that the cave was well known (and had 
been described) before the alleged art works were 'discovered'. The famous case of the clay 
tablets of Glozel was never forgotten, and when the progress of archaeological science made 
possible thermoluminescence dates for them, he was one of the first to voice doubts at the 
early dates which resulted. This is a problem which remains, for the TL laboratories have not 
yet adequately explained how they came to obtain early dates for materials so evidently 
fraudulent! One of his last television programmes, made for Anglia, was 'Myth America' in 
which he denounced several spurious arguments for trans-Atlantic contacts. These were 
claims, like those for extra-terrestrial agencies and 'earth magic', which in his Presidential 
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Address to the Royal Anthropological Institute in 1979 he rejected as 'bullshit archaeology'. 

, Some of these interests are en�ertainingly discussed in the pages of Antiquity and in his 

memoirs, Some Sma'/1 Harvest (1986), while others were reviewed in the Festschrift volume 

Antiquity and Man, Essays in Honour of Glyn Daniel, published by Thames and Hudson in 
1981 on his retirement from the Disney Chair of Archaeology. All his students, along with the 

thousands who read Antiquity and those numerous works which he wrote and edited, as well 
as many of the millions who watched Animal Vegetable, Mineral? and his other television 
programmes, found that their interest in the past and in archaeology was quickened, and 
their horizons enlarged by his own broad view of his subject, by his curiosity and sense of fun, 
and by his infectious enthusiasm. 

I cannot evoke these qualities better than with his own words, taken from that most 
delightful of guidebooks The Hungry Archaeologist in France (1963), where he described 
his first visit to Brittany on an undergraduate holiday in 1934: 

And I remember after dinner walking down to the great Carnac alignments 
and in the moonlight wandering along those miles of serried, large stones, their 
dark shadows a reminder of their darker past and our ignorance of their makers 
and builders. For me that was a great and personal moment, and I know even 
better now: that these megalithic monuments of western Europe would exercise 
an irresistible fascination for me for ever . .. The past was alive. It was no 
archaeological manifestation which specialist scholars could study and argue 
about. It was something real which everyone could understand or try to 
understand, something which was the beginning of their own cultural past in 
western Europe. 

Colin Renfrew 

FRANK LEONARD ENGLEDOW 

Frank Leonard Engledow, born on 20 August 1890 in Deptford, Kent, was educated at 
Upland Council School, Bexley Heath, then at Deptford School and University College 
London before entering St John's College as an Exhibitioner in Mathematics in 1910. He 
found the Mathematics course too theoretical and changed to Natural Sciences after a few 
weeks. This move proved a success and he achieved a first in Natural Sciences in 1912 and 
was awarded the Slater Studentship. He entered the Diploma Course at the School of 
Agriculture in 1912 as a Ministry of Agriculture Scholar, to start what was to prove a highly 
successful career in agricultural research. At this time he came into contact with two men who 
were each to exert a profound influence on his future career- R.H. Biffen, a plant breeder, 
and G. Udney Yule, a statistician. It was they who stimulated Engledow to develop the 
quantitative approach to experimental methods that was to characterise much of his future 
research. 

He had already published three papers by 1914 when the First World War interrupted his 
research work. He enlisted two days before hostilities started and joined the Queen's Own 
Royal West Kent Regiment with which he served with distinction in India and Mesopotamia. 
He rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, was mentioned in dispatches and was decorated 
with the Croix de Guerre. At the end of the war he served as Director of Agriculture for Iraq 
for a short period. He returned to Cambridge in 1919 to continue his association with Biffen 
and was appointed an Assistant Director of the Plant Breeding Institute, which had been 
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founded seven years previously as a wing of the School of Agriculture. In November of that 
year Engledow became a Fellow of St John's College after submitting a thesis based on his 
previous research. 

In the next ten years Engledow was extremely active in research on the breeding of wheat 
and barley, but more importantly on the analysis of the morphological and physiological 
basis for yield differences in these crops. In the latter connection he laid the foundations of 
the study of Crop Physiology and the his publications are standard works of reference in this 
subject. 

Engledow was appointed Drapers Professor of Agriculture in 1930 and became involved 
with administering the School of Agriculture and its associated Research Institutes, as well as 
advising others on their research in this country and overseas. He was also engrossed in 
formulating Agricultural Policy and there was no longer any time left for his own research. He 
travelled widely in the Colonies and became an authority on the production of tea, cotton 
and rubber. This expertise was recognised by invitations from the Colonial Office to advise 
on new lines of research on these crops. 

Because of its close association with the Colonial Territories the School of Agriculture 
became increasingly involved in training recruits to the Colonial Agricultural Service. 
Engledow took a special interest in this work and emphasised the value of a proper training in 
both field experimentation and the application of statistical techniques to experimental work 
on crops. 

When the Second World War broke out it was not surprising that Engledow was called 
upon to advise the Government on the nation's food supply. He served on numerous 
important bodies and came to realise how precarious was our reliance on imported foods in 
the face of the challenge from submarine warfare. This experience was to dominate 
Engledow's thoughts on Agricultural Policy thereafter and he continued to emphasise the 
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need to maximise the contribution of home agriculture to our food supplies. From 1945 until 
his .retirement as Drapers Professor of Agricultur_e in 1957 he was faced with the gradual 
handing over of power in the Colonial Territories and a gradual reduction in the intake of 
students to the School of Agriculture. Research Institutes linked to the School of Agriculture 
also became independent of the School at that time. He confronted this situation realistically 
and when considering teaching courses he remained of the strong opinion that it was the 
duty of the School of Agriculture to produce responsible graduates with a broad education in 
general agriculture. 

Engledow was a man of spartan character and strong principles. He had a great love of 
the countryside and felt deeply that those concerned with food production and the 
management of the land should remember that they had a responsibility to preserve this 
precious national asset. Engledow possessed a clear mind and was an excellent lecturer and 
teacher. He was meticulous in all that he did and always alert for new facts, new methods and 
new ideas. However, although a very busy man as Professor of Agriculture, he was always 
ready to meet students and he showed patience in dealing with their problems and 
difficulties. It was also a custom for undergraduates to be entertained for tea on Sundays at 
his home. He was also only too willing to meet farmers personally or in Discussion Groups. 
He was a man of high repute and recognised as such. 

Engledow was a family man and lived a happy well ordered family life with his wife and 
four daughters at their home at Hadleigh, Huntingdon Road. He had married Mildred 
Emmeline Roper in 1921 and they remained together until she died shortly before his 
retirement in 1956. He was a practising Christian and served as a churchwarden at St 
Andrew's Church, Girton for 30 years. His main hobbies were gardening and carpentry. 

In view of the range and excellence of his work and service it is not surprising that 
Engledow received many honours. The major of these were:-

1935 Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George 
1944 Knight Bachelor 
1946 Fellowship of the Royal Society 
1948 Membership of the Council of the Royal Society. 

He also served on numerous official and advisory bodies in this country and 
overseas. 

Engledow's retirement lasted 29 years, most of these being spent living at Hadleigh. ln the 
early years he continued his association with overseas research stations and paid last visits to 
Canada, Ghana, Nigeria, India and Malaysia. His work as a Trustee of the Nuffield 
Foundation, of which he was made a Founder Trustee in 1943, became increasingly 
important to him and he continued with this until 1972. From 1962 onwards he suffered 
increasingly from arthritis of the hip which made movement difficult and painful. After two 
operations, borne with typical stoicism, he was forced to enter a Nursing Home in 1980. His 
interest in Agricultural Policy never dwindled and he received friends and colleagues at 
regular intervals to put the world to right. At the age of 90 he saw published 
Britain's Future in Farming, a book that he and Leonard Amey had edited. He was planning 
another on World Agriculture when he died peacefully on 3 July 1985. He was buried in St 
Andrew's Church, Girton and a Memorial Service was held at the College Chapel on 12 
October 1985. D.G. Morgan 
Helpful information from Dr G.D.H. Bell (in particular), Dr J.S. Boys Smith, Mr F. Hanley 
and Sir Joseph Hutchinson is gratefully acknowledged. 
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I first met Frank Engledow in October 1923. I was one of a group of candidates for 
overseas service and Engledow was building up his interest in training for overseas work 
which later became a major commitment of his department. This led him to travel extensively 
in Third world countries and he visited me in India and Trinidad. I made a point of calling on 
him whenever I was in England on leave. 

He was a Spartan. He had strong principles which he held and practised at all times. He 
had a very heavy load during the war in developing British agriculture for wartime food 
supplies. When I took over from him the legacy of that high-pressure work remained in a 
tradition of close time tabling and making all appointments several days_ .ahead. 

His policy in the Faculty of Agriculture was to follow the University's practice to avoid 
heavy dependence on outside funding, so it came about that research activities of the 
Department had been developed into separate institutes, independent of the University. 
When I took over in 195 7, there was practically no research going on and I was free to start 
research according to my own interests. In undergraduate teaching, he maintained a pass 
degree, with Honours reserved for men who had done two years in the Natural Sciences 
Tripos and then spent two years in the Faculty working -for the Agricultural Science 
Diploma. 

His own interests were in agricultural policy, both at home and overseas. He was a 
marvellous committee man. Chairmen of committees came to rely on him because he had 
always made himself thoroughly familiar with all the papers and could lead them through a 
mass of minutes in good time and show how action could be taken. 

His overseas interests were primarily in tea, rubber and cotton. I was particularly 
concerned with cotton and he was the strongest influence in the Cotton Corporation's 
Scientific Committee. I always knew I could get a hearing from him whenever I needed it. He 
was a Nuffield trustee and, as an illustration of his abilities, there came an occasion in Uganda 
when a scheme of mine collapsed because the Government, for political reasons, withdrew 
its support. I wrote to Engledow and asked whether a request for finance from the Nuffield 
Trust would be favourably considered by the trustees and received back from him within a 
fortnight a letter saying that the trustees had voted the sum of money I had suggested. He 
dominated tea research and had a powerful voice in rubber research. His own Faculty of 
Agriculture became the major training ground for cadets to staff the Colonial Agricultural 
Service; indeed, the training of colonial cadets became so important a part of the Faculty's 
work that the handover of power in the Colonial Territories left the School of Agriculture with 
a greatly depleted intake of students. 

In British Agriculture, Engledow's thought was dominated by his wartime work when he 
know what was going on in Britain's food supply industry and realised how precarious the 
population's food supply was in the face of a challenge from submarine warfare. Throughout 
his life, he was concerned to maximise the contribution of home agriculture to food supplies 
and to Britain's economic prosperity. His last contribution to the debate on the place of 
agriculture in the economy was to plan and edit a book on the subject when he was already 
confined to a nursing home. I remember going to see him one day with drafts of some 
chapters of the book in my briefcase and having to wait a little. One of the Irish sisters in the 
Hope Nursing Home said with a twinkle in her eye, 'Now you can go over your homework!'. I 
like to think of that as my last contact with him. 

Joseph Hutchinson 
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DAVID HOWIE 

· David Howie died in the Alps last summer when an unexpected blizzard trapped him and 

his partner, James Perrett, on the upper slopes of Mont Blanc. 

Those who knew him appreciate
.
d his self-discipline and his responsible attitude. He had 

just been elected Secretary to the College Rugby Club. Dave never spoke a false word and 

would not be pushed into making decisions he did not truly agree with. 

His love for climbing arose not only from the pleasure he took in overcoming severe tests 

of stamina and courage, but also in the planning and leadership essential to success. My over

riding memory is of Dave silent at the summit of a mountain, grinning from ear to ear. 
Nick Pilgrim 

ROBERT LESLIE HOWLAND 

'Bede' Howland, better known in the sporting world as 'Bonzo' and to some others as 'The 
Big Man', died in his eighty-first year on 7 March 1986 at his elder son Robert's house in 
Winchester. A former President and Senior Tutor of the College, and the last University 
Warden of Madingley Hall, he was also an outstanding figure in the history of British weight
putting, or shot-putting, as it is now called. 

Robert Leslie How land was born at 56 Malborough Road, Watford, on 25 March 1905 t o  
Robert Howland, a bristle merchant o f  Ruislip, and, his wife, Mary Helen Turner. His first 
school was Shirley House, Watford, for the year 1912-1913, but when his father for business 
reasons moved to New York he was sent to the Noble School, White Plains, N.Y. , for 1913-
1914. From there he went to Seafield House, Broughty Ferry, a suburb of Dundee on the 
Firth of Tay, to a Preparatory School owned and run by Lancelot Wilkinson, his uncle by 
marriage. 

It was there that he acquired the nickname 'Bede', according to his cousin Patrick 
Wilkinson, late Vice-Provost of King's, in his book Facets of a Life, published posthumously 
by his wife Sydney Wilkinson in 1986. 'Bob Howland and his wife Mary', Wilkinson writes, 
'had to be in America during the First World War, and their son came as a boarder to my 
father's school Seafield House . . .  and lived with us in the holidays. Our history book had a 
picture of the Venerable Bede with a long beard poring over a tome. One day my sister Violet 
found her cousin reading studiously and said 'Come out and play or you'll get like the 
Venerable Be de'; and Bede he has remained ever since to our family, his wife, and to most of 
his friends and colleagues. He was two years older than I, but had the great faculty of not 
minding how often or how easily he won our contests. To some extent compensations were 
arranged. Thus when we hunted each other as savages with bamboo weapons, he had to 
score a direct poke with his spear whereas my arrows, deemed poisonous, killed at a 
touch. ' 

From Seafield House in 1919 Bede moved on with a scholarship to Shrewsbury School 
where he was a member of the soccer, cricket, and Eton fives first teams, put the shot 33 feet, 
was made a Praepos.tor, and won a Major Scholarship in Classics to the College. Arrived in 
Cambridge he began a brilliant academic and sporting career, scoring a First in the Mays (the 
Preliminary Examination for Part I of the Classical Tripos) in 1925, winning an Athletics half
Blue for shot-putting and joining the Hawks in his second term, winning College cricket 
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colours in his third term, soccer colours in his fourth, an Athletics full-Blue in his fifth (later 
establishing an undergraduate record put of 42 feet 10 inches) , and half-colours for hockey 
in his eighth term. He also won his colours for Eton fives, a game at which in his time he was 
reputedly one of the best players in this country. 

In 1926 in Part I of the Classical Tripos he was placed in Class I, and won a College 
Reading Prize and the Hawksley Burbury Prize for Greek Iambics. With a First in Part I! in 
1928 he was awarded a Strathcona Studentship and went to Edinburgh University to work 
on Plato under Professor A. E. Taylor for a year. During his year in Edinburgh he combined 
athletics with his research and won an Edinburgh Blue for shot-putting. He had previously 
been offered a teaching post at Eton, a post which he took up in the autumn of 1929, and he 
taught there for two halves, during which he was elected into a Title A Fellowship at the 
College for a thesis on Plato's Seventh Letter. On returning to the College he became 
Honorary Secretary of the Eagles Club, 'a club' he wrote 'whose chief function is to exist', its 
members necessarily being those 'whose time is taken up very largely with other activities. ' In 
September 1930 he married at St Giles's Church, Stoke Poges, Eileen Tait, daughter of R. R. 

Tait of Morven, Ruislip. In due course three children were born of the marriage - Judith, 
Robert and Peter; both sons in their turn came to the College. 

Meanwhile, Bede continued his career as a shot-putter, being a member of the British 
National Athletic Team from 1927 to 1939, its Captain in 1934-35 when he had the honour 
of taking the Oath of Allegiance at the opening of the British Empire Games at the White City; 
he had represented this country at the Amsterdam Olympic Games in 1928. His farthest put 
of 49 feet remained unbeaten by any other British shot-putter for eighteen years, from 1930 
to 1948. He was still putting the shot at the age of forty-five when he won the Cambridgeshire 
title in 1950. 

The College Council appointed him a Tutor in 1932 after a year as an Assistant Tutor, 
and he looked after those reading Classics, Medicine and Engineering. In 1934 he began to 
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lecture in the Classical Faculty by invitation, become a Faculty Assistant Lecturer in 1936 
and. a University Lecturer in 1938. Thereafter over the years he lectured on Plato, Aristotle, 
History of Greek Philosophy, Greek Political Theory, and Greek Athletics. When he lectured 
on Plato's political thought he vigorously denounced what he liked to call 'Poppercock'. 

At the age of 35 he accepted an invitation from the Governors of Loretto School, 
Mussel burgh, to succeed Dr J. R. C. Green lees, an Old Johnian, as Headmaster on his future 
retirement. Then the Second World War took him away from Cambridge from 1941 to 
1946, du,ring which time he served in the R. A.F. as a Fighter Controller (Radar) in this 
country, in the Mediterranean area, and eventually in South East Asia in those remote coral 
islands discovered by Captain Keeling in 1609 and known as the Cocos Keeling Islands. At 
the post-war revival meeting of the 'B' Club (for Ancient Philosophers) in the Classical Faculty 
he spoke on 'Platonism in the South Seas', showing how the inhabitants of the Cocos Islands 
were in fact a society in many respects not very different from Plato's Ideal Republic. 

He returned to the University in 1946. Early in 1944 he had written to the Governors of 
Loretto requesting them for personal reasons to release him from his engagement to come to 
the school as Headmaster, and the Governors with regret granted his request. He afterwards 
told various friends and colleagues that he had felt dubious about the preaching required of 
the Headmaster there: 'It wasn't that I thought I couldn't preach' he said; 'the real trouble was 
that I thought I could!' He continued tutoring, lecturing, teaching and directing studies in 
Classics in the College, served as Senior Proctor 1951-1952, was appointed Senior Tutor in 
succession to Claude Guillebaud in 1956 and elected President in 1963. 

While he was Proctor he went up to Buckingham Palace on the Queen's accession to 
present a loyal address from the University to Her Majesty and was amused to find himself 
standing next to a former tutorial pupil of his, much more grandly dressed, the Lord Rector of 
Aberdeen University, James Keith O'Neill Edwards alias the comedian Jimmy Edwards. It 
was also during his Proctorship that Mark Boxer, then editor of Granta, was rusticated for 
publishing a poem held to be blasphemous; a procession followed Boxer's 'coffin' to the 
railway station and a 'funeral oration' was delivered by Hugh Thomas, now Lord Thomas of 
Swynnerton. 

He held the Senior Tutorship at an exceptionally difficult time for the numbers of the 
College, when the requirement of National Service had come to an end and those who would 
otherwise have chosen to postpone their entry to the College now wanted to come into 
residence as soon as possible along with those who had chosen not to postpone. He devised 
a scheme for 'running-down' the problem over a six-year period while in the meantime taking 
the maximum possible intake, and doubling-up and even trebling-up the College sets of 
rooms. It worked extremely well. 

While Senior Tutor, serving as Secretary to the Tutorial Representatives, he was involved 
in important discussions on admissions with the Oxford Representatives. The late D.M. 
Joslin, then Senior Tutor of Pembroke and later Professor of Economic History here, 
reported that Cambridge had the great advantage, in these lengthy discussions, of Bede's 
enormous stamina and unflagging mastery of detail. On his return Bede himself remarked 
that Oxford logic was surprisingly poor: 'They said our system was not effective in choosing 
candidates and went on to accuse us of creaming off the best!' 

On 14 November 1962 the London Evening Standard in an interview with him on the 
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subject of admissions reported that he had 'defended vigorously the University entrance 
system which dons have attacked since the start of term' (the dons in question including Dr 
Parry of King's and Mr Morrison of Churchill) and further quoted him thus: 'I disagree 
absolutely with recent statements that bright boys are not getting in, and that their inferiors 
are. Dons who talk about an unfair network of friendly alliances between schools and 
colleges which handicaps boys from outside the network are wrong. There may be 
friendships between headmasters and University tutors but they are not at all sinister. 
Headmasters and housemasters can all be relied upon to give honest assessments of their 
pupils' ability. At St John's we have taken boys from more than 600 schools, so no one can 
claim that we have a public school bias. No system is ever entirely satisfactory. We should 
continually bear in mind the possibility of improvements, but all the suggested reforms that I 
have heard of have their defects. ' Though from a public school background himself he was 
outstandingly good at welcoming those from other backgrounds and helping them to feel at 
home. 

In 1965 he was appointed Warden of Madingley Hall in succession to Edward Miller, 
another Johnian, who moved to the Chair of Medieval History at Sheffield. He held the post 
of Warden until his retirement at the age of seventy in 1975. It was a post whose duties he 
and his wife carried out with great distinction and enjoyment. He also served as President of 
the Cambridge University Association Football Club from 1946 to 197 6 and of the 
Cambridgeshire Amateur Athletic Association from 1960 to 197 5. He was particularly 
proud of his admission to the Livery of the Goldsmiths' Company in 1959 in recognition of 
services to the Company in connexion with its various educational awards. 

His learned publications include reviews and articles in classical periodicals (notably The 
Attack on Isocrates in the Phaedrus' in the Classical Quarterly for 193 7 )  and contributions to 
the Oxford Classical Dictionary. Though his own scholarly work was small he was none the 
less a contributory cause of the scholarly work of many others, and on the College Council 
was always sound on questions of academic priorities. He used to maintain that academic life 
offered four possibilities, of which no don could cope with more than three; the possibilities 
were teaching, research, administration, and a family. He himself was an outstanding teacher 
of the old art of composition in the ancient languages, especially Greek. The secret of his gift 
is hard to define, but he just always saw truly idiomatic ways of translating things, and could 
communicate that sense of idiom to many besides the first-class Classics. In fact he was a 
beloved tutor and teacher, and on his retirement from College teaching a great dinner, 
organised by John Crook, the then President, was held in his honour in Hall on 15 April 
197 2. 114 people attended the dinner, and another 104 contributed to a presentation to 
him of a silver salver. 

No account of Bede's career would be complete without mention of the President's Cup 
(awarded annually to the best golfer on High Table) , a cup which he proudly claimed to have 
won at least once in every decade of his academic life save the last. Among his golfing 
exploits two deserve to be recorded. At one meeting he ventured to play a No. 2 Wood to get 
out of a bunker; he succeeded but in the process broke the club. On another occasion when 
driving from the 5th Tee at Worlington he topped the ball heavily; it leapt forward twenty-five 
yards and shot into the Ladies' tee-box where it rattled around frenetically before coming to a 
halt in a position deemed unplayable. 

Personally he had several of the characteristics of Aristotle's 'magnanimous' man. With 
good looks and a large physical presence, deliberate movements and measured speech, he 
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was always genial, unruffled, unflappable. Principally concerned with honour (but without 
regarding it as the greatest thing in the world) he was slow to act unless there was something 
important to be done. Not given to gossip or malice but an accomplished raconteur, he was a 
shrewd judge of character, with an incisive mind that cut through to the essentials of any 
problem. Quick-witted and alert he was a master of repartee who could employ plain 
speaking, irony or humour, as occasion served, with devastating effect. But he did not take 
himself too seriously and perhaps for that reason was not always taken seriously enough by 
some of his seniors in the College. He was a man to be with in a tight corner· a man of weight 
and balance. 

A.G. Lee 
(With help from N. C.B. , J.R. B. , J. A. C) 

RICHARD MEREDITH JACKSON 

Meredith Jackson, Fellow of the College from 1946 until his death at the age of eighty
two on 8 May 1986, will be remembered for his outstanding achievements in a remarkable 
diversity of spheres: in two quite different areas of legal scholarship; in several forms of public 
service; and as an intrepid and adventurous sailor. 

The son of a Northampton solicitor, he came up to the College from Leighton Park 
School (a Quaker foundation) in 1921 and gained a First in the Law Tripos. After serving his 
article of clerkship in London and qualifying as a solicitor he decided against practice (though 
he remained loyal to the profession throughout his life and was frequently to be seen wearing 
The Law Society's tie) . Instead, and with some fortitude as he had neither university nor 
college appointment, he returned to Cambridge to forge an academic career and embarked 
on research into the early history of the English law of quasi-contract. This was a formidable 
task which involved grappling with the medieval Year Books, but the outcome was highly 
successful: his essay won the Yorke Prize in 1931 and was published in 1936 in the 

59 



Cambridge Lega1 History series (to be reprinted exactly fifty years later in the U. S. A. ) .  Meanwhile he had become a University Lecturer; and a t  the relatively early age of thirty-four he proceeded to his LLD. degree. 

During the 1930s a radical change took place in the area of Meredith's research interests. From an obscure branch of the history of private law he turned his attention to the problems of modern legal administration. The result was an outstandingly successful book, published in 1940, entitled The Machinery of Justice in England, which has since gone through as many as seven editions (and an eighth, already under preparation at the time of his death, is now to be completed by another member of the Law Faculty) . The impact of this work was well described by Sir Denis Dobson, formerly Permanent Secretary to the Lord Chancellor's Department, in a supplement to the original obituary in The Times, in which he pointed out that in 1940 when the book first appeared 'the need for radical change in our system of legal administration was barely perceived and . . .  Jackson was one of the first to stress the need for the law and its administration to be more readily responsive to changes in society;' and he went on to give his opinion that in successive editions the author 'showed himself to be a constructive critic of a very high order, albeit one with his feet planted firmly on the ground . . .  The many changes over the whole field of legal administration during the past 40 years owe much to Jackson .. . 'This was a fitting tribute from a person uniquely placed to assess his contribution to reform. 

During the Second War Meredith joined the Home Office (and also served in the Home Guard) , thereby gaining insight into the workings of central government. Familiarity with local government was later acquired by his service for several years as a county councillor. 
When the Royal Commission of Justices of the Peace was ·appointed in 1946 Meredith became its secretary; and in later years he served on government committees concerned with subjects ranging from mental health to town and country planning. In 1963 he was 
appointed sole commissioner to conduct an inquiry into the operation of local government in Barbados. 
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Somehow he found the time to serve as well as a Justice of the Peace until reaching the 
retiring age; and he achieved particular promipence in the Magistrates' Association, 
becoming a member of its Council and the chairman of the Council's Legal Committee. His 
special services to the Association were recognised by his election as Vice-President, and at 
the time of his death he was second in seniority of the ten distinguished holders of that 
office. 

Rather strangely it was not until 1946 that the College elected Meredith to a Fellowship. A 
few years later the University made him a Reader, and in 1966 there came the doublf 
distinction of election as a Fellow of the British Academy and also to the Downing Chair. of 
the Laws of England which he held until his retirement four years later. 

For the greater part of his life Meredith engaged in vigorous recreations. In his youth he 
played rugby, he swam and he climbed; but the abiding passion of his life was undoubtedly 
the sea, and as a sailor he was to win considerable renown. As early as 1927 he crewed for a 
more experienced colleague in an attempt to cross the Atlantic in a small cnift which 
possessed neither engine, nor radio, nor lifecraft. They nearly succeeded, but WE;!re 
dismasted in a storm while off Cape FarewelL By heroic efforts they managed to keep afloat 
for six days and were then rescued by a passing merchant ship. Nothing daunted, Meredith 
later acquired a vessel of his own and made some notable voyages, including several to 
Spitzbergen, for the second of which the Royal Cruising Club awarded him its Challenge Cup 
in 1961 for the best cruisepf the year. The onset of arthritis in the hip did not deter him from a 
subsequent voyage to Can"ada, returning the following year, when he won the Challenge Cup" 
a second time; and later he was to sail across the Atlantic and back yet again before, the 
necessity of a hip operation finally obliged him to change to a smaller boat and confine 
himself to shorter cruises. 

Meredith was v�ry Ipuch an individualist; and he held strong views and some antipathies, 
though these were to mellow in later years. To some of his colleagues who knew him only 
superficially he may have seemed a trifle intimidating in conYJ'!rsation; but for those who 
worked with him (and no doubt for those who sailed' under him) as well as for those others, 
including members of the College staff, who got to know him well he inspired deep respect 
and real affection. It was significant that the former College plumber made the journey to the 
crematorium for his funeraL 

Arthritis and diabetes were among the least of the misfortunes with which Meredith had to 
contend. His only son, Sean, who had read Law at the College and rowed in the First Boat, 
lost his life in an accident at the age of 31. But all his adversities were borne by Meredith with 
a Stoic fortitude; and even the amputation of a leg when his life was nearing its end was seen 
by him as a challenge. Perhaps this passage in a report which he wrote for the Royal Cruising 
Club after an Atlantic crossing epitomizes his character: 'I would have liked a lot more 
icebergs, but the first rule of cruising is to bear cheerfully with what the Lord sends. ' He would 
have agreed, I think, that this rule is not confined to cruising. 

J.C. Hall 
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came for the cloisters of St John's College, Cambridge: first as well as last within the 
transient generations of the Tudor times. 

Eric Glasgow 
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OBITUARY 

JOSEPH STANLEY MITCHELL 

Others describe Joseph Mitchell's academic pre-eminence and detailed personal 
history, and his long-held Fellowship of the College. He died in early 1987 aged 77 
years. It is for me, however inadequately, to attempt a description of his more personal 
attributes. This is a difficult task for he was a very private person. None of us in the 
Fellowship knew him well. But we all admired Joseph for his professional eminence, and 
for his shining kindness to individuals in times of medical trouble, cancer cases in 
particular, of course, for they were his speciality. 

A man of idealism, he was a truly great leader in the recognition of the direction in 
which his profession of cancer research and treatment must evolve. But his innate 
shyness and his diffidence in expressing his views, and reticence in personal 
communication, were a handicap which he always struggled to overcome. Nevertheless 
he succeeded in the admirable development of Cambridge's post-graduate clinical 
school, later to transform Addenbrooke's Hospital into a complete new Medical School. 
That was a triumph, given the then existing climate of difficulty. 

I fancy that most in the College's Fellowship never had a long discussion with him: 
maybe shyness in the one promotes shyness in the potential respondent. And his 
absence of small talk made the preliminaries to discussion arid, as in attempted 
conversation in Hall. The person in the Fellowship who knew Joseph Mitchell best was, I 
believe, R.L. Howland - 'Bede', who died early in 1986- who had been Joseph's own 
Tutor for certain periods after his arrival in the College in 1928. 'Bede' had an immense 
regard for him: and, to interpose, that is one of the happy rewards of tutorship in 
Cambridge, to see the shy young man blossom later to achieve Fellowship of the Royal 
Society, or even a Bishopric. 

It will not, I hope, be out of order, to recall here part of an incident and conversation 
with Joseph Mitchell in the train to Liverpool Street, the longest consecutive talk with 
him which I can remember. It was in the restaurant car and a nearby person, evidently 
already sodden with drink, was being served still further supplements. Joseph's anger at 
the circumstances and his concern for that person were powerful. And then he 
explained to me some background, and confessed the struggle that he himself in youth 
had had with alcoholism, finally overcome by steady teetotalism. He explained what he 
believed to be the origin of his own trouble: in infancy a nursemaid had applied to him 
the old trick of inducing sleep in a reluctant babe by giving little bits of bread soaked in 
brandy or gin. 

Joseph Mitchell was one year senior to myself in age and entry to the College as an 
Undergraduate, and later we were Fellows together post-war for forty years. Yet I still felt 
I never really knew him - largely my fault may be. He was very private, very wise and very 
lovable, but very difficult to know. 

G.C.L. Bertram 
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Joseph Stanley Mitchell was born in 1909. His parents were school teachers. After 
several scholarships through the local schools he transferred to King Edward VI High 
School in Birmingham where he was a classical scholar. His career, however, was very 
much set on its way by the impression made on him when a neighbour died of cancer. 
He was greatly affected by the sufferings of this friend and it made such an impression 
on him that he decided to study medicine at the University of Birmingham Medical 
School. Once he completed the pre-clinical course he won an open scholarship to St 
John's. He obtained a first in Physics in the natural science tripos but then returned to 
Birmingham for his clinical studies. He passed his Cambridge final medical examinations 
in 1933. 

However, even at that stage, his interests were very much on research and in the 
following year he was awarded a Beit Memorial Fellowship to work for a Ph.D. at the 
Colloid Science Laboratory in Cambridge. His thesis work on 'The Photochemistry of 
Proteins' was one of the first on the effect of radiation on tissues. However, this 
laboratory work did not entirely satisfy Joseph as he missed the clinical contacts. He 
therefore returned to clinical practice, working for a brief period at the Christie Hospital 
in Manchester, and then returned to Cambridge as Assistant in Research in 
Radiotherapy in the Department of Medicine at the Old Addenbrookes Hospital. At the 

outbreak of war he was in charge of x-ray and radium therapy. In 1944 he was asked to 

go to Montreal to work on the British and Canadian atomic energy project. He was 

particularly involved in the medical investigations of the biological effects of neutrons, 

where his background in both physics and medicine proved to be invaluable. 

When Joseph returned to Cambridge the equipment in the Radiotherapy Department 

was all housed in a prefabricated hut and was very primitive by current standards. He, 

together with Dr L.H. Gray, another eminent Cambridge scientist, produced a report for 

the Medical Research Council on the use of high energy radiation. As a result of this, 
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when two 30 Me V synchrotrons were provided for medical purposes, one was installed 
in Cambridge. It was not the most practical of machines, being very cumbersome to use 
and extremely noisy .. Patients required earplugs for comfort when being treated on it. 
However, it was very much a precursor to the modern high energy machines now 

. generally used in clinical .practice. 

From then on until he retired, Joseph Mitchell was active in many areas of clinical and 
laboratory research. He directed an increasingly large department which was planned 
and built on the New Addenbrookes site. This department showed his considerable 
foresight in making provisions for future developments and continues to be one of the 
best designed, as well as one of the largest, departments in the United Kingdom. 

His research work was devoted to radiosensitizers. In particular he was interested in 
the vitamin K analogues which were the precursor models for a new class of sensitizers 
which continue to be of considerable interest in laboratory and medical practice. His 
work on targetting these agents with radioactive isotopes had limited success clinically, 
although preliminary animal studies did show some promise. 

More successful were the various clinical trials he was involved with, including setting 
up one of the first major studies on the treatment of breast cancer in the United 
Kingdom. This, together with a collaborative multi-centre trial, co-ordinated both from 
Cambridge and King's College Hospital, set the basis for much of current practice in the 
United Kingdom. 

His patients, friends and their relatives all recognised his work by their constant 
support of cancer research within the department. The Joseph Mitchell Cancer 
Research Fund has, over the years, attracted many generous donations towards his 
work. It is a measure of the esteem in which he was held that these contributions 
continued to come in after his retirement and indeed after his death. 

In addition to his various clinical and laboratory activities he was appointed Regius 
Professor of Physic in 196 7, a post he occupied until 197 5. During this time he was very 
actively involved in setting up the Clinical School of Medicine in Cambridge. Much of its 
current success is due to his unstinting efforts in convincing colleagues, and the 
University as a whole, of the need for such a venture. 

His national and international reputation was honoured by many awards. He was a 
Fellow of the Royal Society, Foreign Fellow of the Indian Academy of Sciences, 
Honorary D.Sc. University of Birmingham and the Pirogoff medalist of the University of 
the USSR Academy of Medical Sciences. He gave numerous named lectures at national 
and international societies. In 1951 he was made a Commander of the British 
Empire. 

All of this rather dry biographical detail fails to emphasise the kindness and humanity 
of Joseph Mitchell, the man. He always had time for individual colleagues, both junior 
and senior research workers and in particular his patients. He cared for all and gave of 
himself to all. mdeed on his retirement he confided to me that it was in many ways a 
relief for him to give up his clinical practice. It removed from him a perpetual burden of 
Worry about all his individual patients. He agonised over each failure but also rejoiced in 
every success as if it had happened to a member of his own family. 
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In all of these activities, he was magnificently supported by his wife, Or Lilian Mary 
Mitchell, whom he married in 1934. When she died in 1983 it was obviously a 
tremendous and lasting blow to him. They were a superb team. Their open house parties 
were famous within the department. 

He will be long remembered within the department in which he worked and by his 
patients and their relatives. 

Norman M. Bleehen 
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Old Bridge Street 

Anniversaries, even generally forgotte_n ones, provide useful pretexts. This academical 
· year is the fiftieth anniversary of one of the most visible incursions made by the College 

since its foundation into the town of Cambridge: the demolition of much of Bridge 
Street - up to the Master's Lodge - to make way for a northern range of buildings, 
designed by Mr (later Sir Edward) Maufe. This provides us with a pretext to show our 
readers a small selection of the extensive and rare photographic collection held by the 
College Library. 

Old Bridge Street, as its surv1vmg parts and these photographs show, was a 
picturesque if doubtless cramped warren of yards and passages, occupied by the 
familiar mixture of shops, warehouses and living quarters. In that pre-conservationist 
era it seems to have been valued little, and was probably doomed by the City Council's 
desire to widen the street. The College, perennially short of space, took the opportunity 
to demolish a large part of the southern side and construct new buildings.1 After much 
discussion and an architectural competition, Maufe's scheme was chosen. In spite of 
practical advantages and the high quality of detailed design, its restrained 1930s neo
classicism will perhaps never engender widespread affection, and fortunately the most 
ambitious project, which would have extended all along Bridge Street and the river, 
demolishing the Master's Lodge, was abandoned. Financial constraints, a desire not to 
pre-empt the choices of future generations, and pessimism concerning the declining 
birth-rate contributed to this decision. So did the international situation, to which the 
placards outside Darkins the newsagents testify; prudently, a gas-proof bomb shelter 
was planned for the cellars of the new building, which now safeguard the College's 
port. 

Apart from photographs, at least one material relic of old Bridge Street remains: a fine 
mantlepiece from Sussums Yard, now in the Combination Room. 

1. A detailed account is given by Alec C. Crook, in Penrose to Cripps (Cambridge 1978}, pp. 99-
114. 
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Ubttuartes 

Mr Buck 
The summer of 1988 brought the sad death at the age of 73 of Nor man Buck, the 

retired Sub-Librarian of the College, known to many generations of undergraduates 
as The Librarian and famous among users of the Library for his delightful manner, a 
combination of unfailing courtesy and helpfulness with a humorous twinkle. On 
Thursday 26 May, while getting ready to attend the funeral of a fellow oarsman, he 
had a sudden heart attack and was rushed into intensive care at Addenbrooke's. He 
made what seemed a good recovery and looked forward to being sent home, but on 
the evening of Saturday 4 June he suffered a second and fatal attack. 

Norman Charles Buck, the only child of Charles Buck, a County Council worker, 
and Mildred his wife, was born at Comberton on 20 May 1915. The family moved to 
Barton in October of that year and there Norman lived, apart from six years of war 
service, for the rest of his life, during which he became an expert on the history of the 
village and accumulated materials for a projected book about it. He received his early 
education at the Barton Church of England School. Had he gone on to Grammar 
School as planned, the College would have lost him. But on the day before the 
entrance examination he was taken seriously ill with appendicitis and peritonitis. �n 
recovering he had no choice but to apply to the Youth Employment Exchange, and m 

July 1929 at the age of fourteen he was taken on by the then College Librarian Mr 
Previte-Orton as Library Boy. He worked under the sternly benevolent eye of the 
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Sub-Librarian C.C. Scott, attending the Cambridge Technical College for courses in 
English, German, Book-keeping and Shorthand, and receiving private tuition in Latin 
and French. In October 1931 he was promoted to Junior Assistant Librarian; some of 
his early experiences in the Library are entertainingly recorded in his 'Library 
Memories' (see The Eagle LXIX 291 14-20). 

In those pre-war times he rowed for St John's College Servants' Boat Club for 
several years (including the seasons 1932-33 and 1934-35 when the Club won the 
Inter-Collegiate races), for the University College Servants' Boat Club first boat in 
the City Bumping Races and in the 1934 race against the Oxford University and 
College Servants' Boat Club. He also played soccer for St John's College Servants in 
1936 when they won the Inter-Collegiate Knockout Trophy. 

When the war came he joined up in the Royal Air Force and after serving as a Flight 
Sergeant in Middle East Command from September 1941 to December 1944 became 
an instructor at the RAF School of Administrative Trades at Kirkham. He married on 2 
August _1_94� Ruby Nightingale ofBarton, by whom he had a dau�hter Je�fer. �ter 
demobillSatlon on 4 February 1946 he returned to· the College, still as Juruor AsslStant 
Librarian, but on 17 March 194 7 was appointed Assistant Librarian and eventually on 
the retirement of C.C. Scott in 1956 Suo-Librarian. Later, on 1 October 1969, he also 
took over as Keeper of the College Biographical Records after the death of the retired 
Librarian F.P. White, who for many years had devoted himself to the compilation of a 
biographical sheet for every memoer of the College as far as possible from the 
sixteenth century onwards. In 1980 he was appointed to the Committee on the 
Occupancy of College Rooms 1936-76 and was responsible for completing and 
checking the list of occupants begun by Dr Norman Henry. 

But not all his energies were devoted to the service of the College. He served for 35 
years as Clerk to Barton Parish Council and Treasurer to Barton Parochial Church 
Council. He was a Trustee ofBarton Village Hall from 1952-75, Hon. Secretary to 

Barton Silver Jubilee Committee in 1977, and a member of the Coton and District 
Branch of the Royal British Legion. He served on the Committee of the Cambridge 
Library Group for two years. He was also a keen bee-keeper and much in demand for 
his skill in the taking of swarms. As President of the Pig Club, he regularly regaled 
meetings with accounts of his epic encounters with the bees, ducks and other hazards 
of Barton life. 

Though due to retire as Sub-Librarian on 30 September 1980, at the request of the 
Library Committee he agreed to continue until 30 September 1982. He continued 
until his death as Keeper of the Biographical Records. On 11 December 1982, under 
University Statute B IV, he was admitted to the Honorary Degree of Master of Arts 
for his services to members of the University and to scholars from this country and 
abroad. The tributes to him from such scholars were remarkable. Professor Peter 
Herde of Wiirzburg wrote: 'I have rarely received such expert professional help as I 
was then privileged to receive from Mr Buck. I have duly noted his help in the preface 
to my Audientia Iitterarum Contradictarum. Besides, I remember his warm, humane 
personality.' Professor Domenico Maffei of the University of Rome wrote: 'Had it not 
been for the continuous assistance and the precious advice given to me by Mr Buck, I 
should not have been able to complete the research on medieval jurisprudence and 
Renaissance printing whose results have been published by Klosterman.' The Public 
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Orator in his English paraphrase of the speech he delivered on the occasion wrote: 
'�is se�ces are acknowledged in counties� footnotes and prefaces, and when finally 
his retirement was announced letters amved from all over the world, and their 
message was one of consternation as much as of congratulation. For he had become, as 
was said of a scholar of antiquity, ''a living library and a walking museum''. If you wish 
to know what a perfect Librarian should be, he has given the answer by his own 
example: an expert administrator, a connoisseur of books, and a courteous host.' 

T he Public Orator is not of course on oath but in this case his words are no 
rhetorical . exaggeration but �he s�ber .truth. During his �orty-seven years in the 
College Library Mr Buck built up a uruque knowledge of 1ts resources and of their 
relevance to research in various fields. There can have been very few who consulted 
him in vain on any matter connected with the Library or with the history of the 
College and its members. No inquiry was too much trouble for him; he never 
complained or made a fuss but carried out his duties with inexhaustible patience, 
politeness, and efficiency. His motto could have been the princely one: Ich (Jien. The 
great throng of friends present at his funeral at Barton Church on Friday 10 June 
testified to that deep affection felt for Norman Buck in his village, his College and his 
University which the Revd Hugh Searle expressed so movingly in his address. St 
John's was fortunate indeed to have the services of such a remarkable man, and for so 
long. 

A.G.L. 
(with the help of Mrs Buck, H.R.L.B., P.A.L. and M.B.P.) 

Professor Sydney Goldstein 

Professor Sydney Goldstein, FRS, who died on 22 January aged 85 at his home in 
Massachusetts, was a prominent force behind the great advance that occurred in the 
field of fluid dynamics from the early 1930's. 

An expositor par excellence, he was an inspired choice as the editor of 'Modem 
Developments in Fluid Dynamics', which appeared in 1938. Starting from first 
principles, this co-operative work put into perspective the exciting developments in 
the mechanics of real (as distinct from ideal) fluids which had been brought about in 
the previous 30 years by the research of Prandtl, Taylor, von Karman and Goldstein 
himself, and it proved to be the departure point for further rapid progress. It is no 
secret now that he himself was the author of the all-important first two chapters, and 
he exercised a leading influence on the subsequent researches both by his capacity to 
stimulate research students and through his own contributions. T hese covered many 
topics, including airscrew theory, geophysics, turbulence, supersonic flow, ae�ofoil 
desi�, hydro-dynamical stability (for which he had already won the Adams Pnze.m 
1935) and above all boundary layer theory. Special mention may be made of his studies 
of flow near separation, which have been of seminal importance in later work. 

Goldstein was a Fellow of St John's College, Cambridge, from 1928 to 1945. �e 
thereafter filled chairs of Applied Mathematics at Manchester (1945-50), the Techmon 
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Institute ofTechnology at Haifa (1950-55) and Harvard (from 1955). During the war 
he worked at the Aerodynamics Division of the National Physical Laboratory. From 
1946 to 1949 he was Chairman of the Aeronautical Research Council. His distinction 
was recognised by, among many ot�er honours both her.e and abroad, his election as 
an Honorary Fellow of St John s College, Cambndge (1965), of the Royal 
Aeronautical Society (1971) and of the Institute of Mathematics and its Applications 
(1972). 

He was married in 1926 to Rosa Sass, who survives him with one son and one 
daughter. 

F.H.H. 

Joseph Burtt Hutchinson 

Joseph Burtt Hutchinson, Fellow, was born at Burton La timer, Northamptonshire, 
on 21 March 1902 and died in Cambridge on 16 January 1988. His father was a farmer; 
and the family were Quakers. From this background there sprang a commitment to 
practical agriculture and strong religious and ethical principles that remained with him 
all the days of his long life. After education at Ackworth and Bootham Schools, 
Hutchinson came up to St John's in 1920 to read Natural Sciences, specialising in 
Botany in Part 11 and staying on for a year to work on plant breeding in the School of 
Agriculture, He then pursued a course at the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture 
in Trinidad, which was followed in the years 1926 to 1933 by an appointment as 
assistant geneticist at the Empire Cotton Growing Corporation's Cotton Research 
Station in the Island. From 1933 to 1937 he worked at the Institute ofPlant Industry, 
Indore, India as geneticist and botanist, before returning to Trinidad as chief geneticist 
at the Cotton Research Station and working there till 1944, the year in which he was 
awarded a CMG. Hutchinson was then appointed the Empire Cotton Growing 
Corporation's chief geneticist and then in 1949 the first Director of their Cotton 
Research Station at Namulonge, near Kampala, Uganda. He also worked briefly in the 
Sudan. 

He became a Fellow of the Royal Society in 19 51 (and was awarded its Royal Medal 
in 1967). He was knighted in 1956. In the following year he was elected Drapers' 

Professor of Agriculture in Cambridge and a Fellow of St John's. On retiring from the 
Professorship in 1969 he returned to India briefly to work at the Indian Agricultural 
Resarch Institute in Delhi; and gave posterity the benefit of his long and wide 
experience in his Farming and Food Supply: the Interdependence of Countryside and Town 
(1972). . 

Hutchinson took his Cambridge Sc.D. in 1949 and received honorary doctorates 
from the Universities of Nottingham and of East Anglia. He was President of the 
British Association for the Advancement of Science in 1965-66; and was elected a 
Foreign Fellow of the Indian National Science Academy in 1974. 
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Such is the bare outline of a highly distinguished life. But justice has yet to be done, 
except for those who can read between the lines, to the wide scope and great 
originality of his work on the taxonomy and genetics of the cotton plant in most of its 
many regional manifestations. 

It was when Hutchinson was Chief Geneticist at the Cotton Research Station in 
Trinidad that he laid the foundations of a highly successful scientific career. In 
collaboration with Drs. R.A. Silow and S.G. Staples he carried out a thorough and 
detailed analysis of genetical and evolutionary relationships within the genus 
Gossypium. This work cUlminated in a joint work entitled "The Evolution of Gossypium 
and the Differentiation of the Cultivated Cottons" which is widely recognised as one 
of the most comprehensive studies of the evolutionary history of a single genus ever 
carried out. 

Hutchinson broadened his research interests when he became Director of the 
Cotton Research Station at Namulonge and supervised marked advances in crop 
physiology, particularly in water relations and yield analysis; characterisation of 
rainfall pattern; soil nutrients; and early assessment of spinning characteristics_ of 
cotton fibre. In addition plant breeding at the Station brought great practtcal 
advances. 

At this time Hutchinson also did much extramurally for Makerere (University 
College ofEast Africa), for the East Africa Agriculture and Forestry Organisation �no 
for the excellent teaching in Agriculture-cum-Nutrition evolved at the Gayaza I-ligh 

School for Girls. 

The Chair in Agriculture at Cambridge brought Hutchinson new challenges. Thus, 

he was faced with the task of restructuring the Agricultural Tripos. In this work he 
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became convinced that Cambridge should train General Agriculturalists and he 
developed a three-year course to this end. However, before the new Tripos had had 
time . to prove itself the School of Agriculture became a Department of Applied 
Biology to concentrate on teaching and research in Environmental Biology and 
Agricultural Science. Hutchinson implemented the necessary changes with considerable 
skill and patience so that he was able to hand over a vigorous department to his 

·successor when he retired in 1969. The University and his College were not slow to 
recognise Hutchinson's wisdom and sound judgment and he served with distinction on 
numerous important committees. 

Hutchinson was thus no narrow cotton specialist. Of farming stock as we have seen, 
and endowed richly with practical commonsense, he became very well versed in 
indigenous tropical agricultural systems; and he had great insight into the difficulties 
faced by Third World cultivators. He farmed practically at Namulonge. He thought 
deeply too about British agriculture and many of its problems that are still with us; the 
use and effects of pesticides, and the conservation of wild life, for example. In all of his 
work, too, he was no professorial dogmatist, for he carried with him the modesty of 
the true scholar, ever willing to learn from the work and the thinking of his younger 
colleagues. He was an inspired lecturer both to technical and to multi-disciplinary 
audiences, and a great director of research; and a generous and helpful colleague. In all 
his diverse postings, he threw himself enthusiastically and with high integrity and a 
strong sense of service into the work of his own and related institutions. Thus he 
served in Uganda as chairman of the young Makerere College; was the first chairman 
(1964-72) of the Centre of South Asian Studies at Cambridge, and the wise scientific 
adviser to its research project on agrarian change in rice-growing areas of South India 
and Sri Lanka. He was a man of firm faith who felt deeply the cill to serve his fellow 
men through the talents with which he had been endowed, and to do so with 
'uprightness and integrity'. He ended his St John's College lecture in the University of 
East Anglia in May 1977 with these words: 

There still remains one question: does it matter? Are we just in an aimless 
progression from the big bang that was the beginning to a big bang, cosmic or 
man-made, that will be the end? Or is there meaning and purpose to it all? One 
begins with the faith transmitted from one's parents, and I was fortunate in 
receiving a Christian faith that was lived out in uprightness and integrity. This I 
have held, and in so far as I have lived up to it, life has made sense, and an 
awareness of purpose and meaning has grown stronger. So I stand where my 
fathers stood, with a sense of accountability for what I do and the way I live, and 
with a hope that transcends the duration of my natural life. 

In 1930 he married Martha Leonora (Lena) Johnstone, who graciously shared his 
faith, his life and his work and only survived him by a few weeks. They left a daughter 
and a son (also a member of the College). 

B.H.F. 
D.G.M. 
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Martin B. C. Simpson 

One of the victims of the Lockerbie air disaster on 21 December 1988 was Martin 
Simpson, a highly regarded member of the College who in recent years had served the 
College by managing a portfolio of high technology stocks in the United States, where 
he had worked for some time. He was returning after a brief visit to Cambridge. 

Martin was born in Cape Town in 1936, receiving his school education at 
Michaelhouse, Natal; and he entered the College in 1954 to read Modern Languages, 
followed by Law. As an undergraduate he made his mark in a number of spheres: for 
example he boxed for the University, and he played rugby and cricket at College 
level. His love of travel was very pronounced, and after graduating in 1957 he and his 
former room-mate drove from the North Cape to the Cape of Good Hope. 
Subsequently he worked in Canada, and after marrying in Toronto he and his wife set 
off on a lengthy honeymoon which involved a circumnavigation of the world and 
lasted over two years. They then settled in New York, where Martin worked in 
investment research and studied for a Ph.D. at New York University. Subsequently he 
became an investment analyst in the technology field, founding his own (highly 
successful) company in 1973. 

Martin was a man of extraordinary vitality: he seemed to have boundless energy, 
which was coupled with enthusiasm and exceptional courage, and at the same time he 
fairly bubbled with good humour. Despite his extremely active life he was careful not 
to neglect his family or his many friends, and he found the time for philanthropic work 
for local schools and cha1ities. 

It was characteristic of Martin that, although he had visited Cambridge from New 
York only a few months before, he decided to come over again in December in order 
to attend the annual dinner of the Johnian Society, inviting his former room-mate to 
be his guest. It was no less characteristic that he found time while in Cambridge to visit 
his former bed-maker as well as those Fellows whom he knew well. That his life 
should be cut short (at the age of 52) on his way home just a few days later is the 
starkest of tragedies, particularly of course for his widow Pat and their two 
children. 

A service of thanksgiving for his life, arranged by his cousin Peter Simpson, also a 
member of the College, took place in January at the Queen's Chapel of the Savoy in 
the presence of his family and, needless to say, a large number of Johnians. 

J.C.H. 
C.M.P.]. 

Waiter Bruford 

Waiter Horace Bruford, who died at Edinburgh on 28 June 1988, aged 93, was th,e 
beloved Nestor of Germanisten in this country. He came up as a scholar to St John s 
from Manchester Grammar School as one of the early students of the Tripos in French 
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and German. He liked to tell the story of how, during his time as an undergraduate 
chairman of the University German Society, he introduced a famous foreign speaker 
in some confusion as 'Professor Friedrich Nietzsche, who will speak on Georg 

Brarides.' 

On graduating with Firsts in 1915 Walter Bruford joined the Admiralty as a junior 
. decoding officer; in that capacity he helped to decode the notorious 'Zimmermann 

telegram' which influenced the decision of the United States to enter the War. He 
spent most of his academic career between the wars in Scotland, where he always felt 
more at home than in England. Throughout World War II he worked in Foreign 
Office Intelligence, and from 1951 to 1961 he held the Schroder Chair of German at 
Cambridge. W ith his Scottish wife, Gerda, whom he married in 1925 and who 
predeceased him in 1975, he kept a home in the lonely but lovely countryside of 
Berwickshire, and eventually retired there. 

Walter Bruford did not have the reputation of an exciting lecturer. His very 
substantial contribution to German studies come rather from his books. He was among 
the first literary scholars to give extensive thought to the material conditions in which 
literature is founded. Germany in the Eighteenth Century (1935) focuses on the social, 
economic and institutional life of Classical Weimar, and some of this argument is 
continued in The Tradition o{ Self Cultivation (1975), which tells the story of the cultural 
aspirations of the German bourgeoisie in the period following Goethe s death in 1832, 
'from Humboldt to Thomas Mann'. If these books have been acclaimed in all English
speaking countries and (in their translations) throughout Germany as works of 
enduring scholarship, this is because, in the heyday of Marxist criticism, Bruford's 
investigations were singularly free from ideological preconceptions or indeed 
excessive expectations. His deeply informed love of literature prevented him from 
ever claiming that the study of origins - economic, social, or biographical - could 
provide explanations of literary greatness; his aim was to describe circumstances 
rather than explain origins. 

Bruford was a man of charm and sweet humour, unversed in intrigue and generous 
in his reactions to his colleagues and in his comments on their work. When the present 
writer saw him a few months before his death, in the brilliant spring sunshine of an 
Edinburgh garden, that charm and bemusement at the passage of time made the visit 
memorable. There was no sting in his irony, rather a sense of wonder at the variety of 
people and books. In Cambridge he ran a happy and enterprising department, and 
presided over his Tuesday night colloquia in the Second Court of St John's gently and 
with great distinction. Yet his serenity, which he shared with his wife, was not cheaply 
bought. He belonged to a generation whose lives were deeply disturbed and disrupted 
by two world wars: through his avocation as a student of German literature and history 
he was forced to face, first the German atrocities in Belgium in 1914 (which he never 
forgot), and then the fact thatBuchenwald lies but a few miles from Goethe's Weimar, 
and that the young Goethe had hunted with his beloved Duke in the forests where, in 
1933, one of the first concentration camps was built. Unlike most of his colleagues in 
Germany he seems to have had little doubt about the nature of the Third Reich: 
'W hole libraries of factual information, ' he wrote with characteristic moderation, 'on 
the political, economic and social history of Germany and the story of her relations 
with the rest of the world, have not entirely removed, for many of us, our sense of 
shock at becoming aware of what seemed so abrupt a change in national character'. He 
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;-vas. suspicious of �eneralizati01�s:. he
. 
would allo� himself a

. 
phra�e lil�e that about 

natiOnal character only after giVIng 1t a substantial and detailed h1stoncal meaning. 
W hen, on coming back to Cambridge in 1951, he turned to Russian studies, writing a 
book on Chechov's short stories, this was partly as an escape from the tensions which 
his awareness of the contradictions of German history caused him. He held no strong 
political views, yet in his Bithell Memorial Lecture of 1979 he has some sharply critical 
things to say about the Anglo-German myth of the 1930s and its 'old specious plea for 
an alliance of two self-styled superior nations'. 

His spendidly succinct commentary on Goethe's Faust (1965) shows that by no 
means all that Waiter Bruford wrote on German topics is intormed by these tensions. 
In retirement he returned to the study of classical Greek drama and of Aristotle's 
poetics, 'as an antidote' he once said, 'to too much Nietzsche'. He had a fastidious 
dislike of dilettantism and showmanship: when writing on the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries he did not have an eye on the horrors of the twentieth. But in 
some of his best work he came to grips with 'the German problem' as it presented itself 
to his generation - the co-existence of inhumanity with a high culture of 
inwardness. 

His friends all over the world, including both parts of Germany, will remember his 
gratefully and with more affection than is usual in Academe. 

J.P. Stern 
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College Societies 

Wordsworth Society 

W hile the Wordsworth Society has not played a very prominent part in University 
·or College life during the past 12 months, our meetings can reasonably be described as 
a success. The talk by Richard Adams was unexpectedly well attended, and apparently 
enjoyed by those present. The same cannot be said of the numbers at the poetry 
reading by the little known poet Patricia Beer, but the small group proved ideal for 
discussion purposes. 

The next two terms look promising for the Society, with John Mortimer and Iris 
Murdoch included in the possible speakers. 

Helen Gartland (Secretary) 

The Lady Margaret Players 1988-89 

Senior Treasurer: Dr Beadle; President: Miss N. Tahta; Junior Treasurer: Miss J. 
Gumb; Committee Members: T. Barnes, R. Beales, Miss E. Jukes, A. Strong, Miss S. 
Behar, Miss E. Brand, J. Blystone, Miss S. Hulbert, Miss A. W illiams. 

After an absence of ten years from 'The Eagle' the College 'thesps' once again win� 
their way back to the heights of success. The Lady Margaret Players (founded in 1948) 
produced some notable productions during their fortieth anniversary. A few of these 
even made a profit - "a sure sign of their worth in a competitive community" -
particularly 'Twelve Angry Men' by Reginald Rose, produced in the School of 
Pythagoras; and 'Mango Tea' a newly-written play by Paul Weitz produced in the 
Cambridge Playroom - LMP are gradually broadening their horizons to merge with 
University drama. 

The freshers this year have revealed unprecedented enthusiasm - a number of them 
are involved in University drama and most of them play an active part in LMP as well. 
An interesting double bill was put on this term in Pythagoras by two first-time 
directors - 'The Hole' by N.F. Simpson, and Sartre's 'Huis Clos'. More enthusiasm has 
been shown over the last few years from the "rest" of College and audiences in 
Pythagoras are on the increase. 

A memorable production this term was a wacky dramatisation of a cookery book -
'Cooking in a Bedsitter' by Katherine Whitehorn, which was staged at the Cambridge 
Playroom by some of our talented first-years. 

-
The only thorn in our side - or should I say "in our black polo-necks!" - is our 

continuing effort to persuade the College to re-design the interior of Pythagoras to 
increase its potential as a studio theatre, or even just to give it some potential. This 
fight to persuade the powers-that-be that drama plays an integral part of the life of the 
College, and deserves to have money spent on it, has been raging - or rather 
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