
THEATRE 

Cham ber Drama 

ON the last weekend in November the Lady 
Margaret Players produced a double-bill of 
Pinter's The Dumb Waiter and Samuel Beckett's 
Endgame. These two plays, with their small 
casts and single-room sets, v/ere certainly 
suited to a small theatre ; dimensions were 
accepted, and well supported the claustro­
phobic effects of the works. 

Among the actors David Price was par­
ticularly notable as Gus in The Dumb ff7aiter. 
Within an effective setting of naked-light 
dinginess, his performance was meticulously 
controlled, the questioning well developed 
and with the right note of uncertainty, 
tension sustained with humour as a constant 
counterpoint. The limits within which Gus 
operated were clearly delineated ; thus when 
his doubts reached their expression in his 
complaint that the texture of a dead woman 
was somehow different from a dead man's 
the statement seemed especially appropriate: 
With Ben, his ostrich-like boss, Gus had a 
certain security, that of repetition and ex­
pected replies. But a woman, even dead, to 
(presumably) a gunman awaiting assignment, 
ah, a

. 
different question altogether. Hugh 

Epsteln as Ben was less willing to develop his 
role and was not quite sure, or brash, enough 
to �dd the 

.
fin

.
er points of definition, though 

agaln the tJmlng was largely effective. The 
only real shortcoming of the production was 
in the final moment;  surely Gus's last appear­
ance lacked impact. A question of direction 
or a tacit acknowledgement that the ending is 
ra ther trite ? 

Endgame by its very nature involved a 
greater ambitiousness. Dick Beadle was a 
marvellous, captivating Nagg. He was ob­
viou

.
sly enj oying the character himself, j ust 

waltlng to be unbottled (though on reRection 
the humour at the time overshadowed any 
nagging quality). Nicholas Reynolds cer­
tainly had the mannerisms and presence of 
Clov, and his playing to the audience added 
l ife to the presentation. But director Gerry 
B urridge seems to have chosen an understated 
interpretation of Beckett, emphasizing repeti­
tlOn and word patterns, when perhaps a more 
dramatic presentation would have added to 
the interest, better fitting the setting. Clov 
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could perhaps have been more the Fool. 
And Ian Thorpe as Hamm the central figure 
had sustained periods of considerable efFective­
ness, but there was something lacking in the 
proj ection of physical pain and decay that 
would have tightened the whole and given it 
more focus, as would have a more mercurial 
characterization. To risk opprobrium, if 
Thorpe was Hamm, why didn't he ? 

But of course these are mostly questions of 
interpretation, not quite fair to a cast that had a 
good try at complex matter. With Beckett 
the line between character and symbol is 
always a difficult one to draw, and the Players 
did so consistently enough to leave a lingering 
mood ; Beckett's sense of the paltry nature of 
human concoctions in a sterile world came 
across. What was needed in addition was a 
m�re relaxed feeling for the game and perhaps 
a little more awareness of the audience. 

J O H N  E L S B E R G  

The Dumb Waiter 

by 
Harold Pinter 

Ben, Hugh Epstein ; Gm, David Price. 
Director, Mary Cubbon. 

Endgame 

by 
Samuel Beckett 

HamJJJ, Ian Thorpe ; Nagg, Dick Beadle ; Ne/I, 
Mary Nex ; Clov, Nicholas Reynolds. 

Director, G erry Burridge ; Stage Manager, 
Trevor Davis ; Assistant Stage Managers, Chris 
Bradfield, Dave McMullen, Lance Taylor, 
Gareth Kelly ; Lighting, Martin Wallis ; Sound, 
B. Whitnall ; Props, Vicky ; Publici!)" Keith 
Hutcheson and the Players ; House iVlanagers, 
Sean Magee, Keith Barron, Pete Cunningham, 
David Murphy. 

"VIRTUE REWARDED" 

. . . was the theme, somewhat loosely in­
terpreted, of an evening's entertainment open 
�o

. 
all members of the College, organised 

JOIntly by the Words worth and Music Societies 
and the Lady Margaret Players. Inspired b; 
the success of an experimental meeting of the 
Wordsworth Society at which members be-

guiled one another with readings from their 
own poetry or from favourite pieces of 
literature, a similar "happening" was arranged 
hut this time on a broader basis. The wide 
range of talent represented, and the receptive 
and enthusiastic response of fellow participants 
and audience alike, created a very warm 
at mosphere, which resulted in a really en­
j oyable evening. The communal nature of 
the event, which owed its success to the 
extraordinary rapport between audience and 
p erformers, mitigates against the singling out 
of individual performances, yet no-one present 
would dispute that the voices of David Price 
and J ohn Walker, the songs of Tan Hering 
and the guitar of J onathan Arden-J ones 
provided the "high-spots" of the entertain­
ment. Hugh Epstein and David Price deserve 
thanks fo� the idea and the organisation. 

Volpone 

by 

Ben Jo115on 

Presented June 1 969 

Volpone, Ian Hering ; Afosca, John Newbiggin ; 
Voltore, Pete Gill ; Corbaccio, Dave Price ; 
Corvino, Rod Caird ; Avocatori, Keith Hutche­
son, Gerry Burridge, Keith Barron, David 
Pountney ; Notario, Ram Balani ; Nano, Hugh 
Epstein ; Castrom, Dave Winter;  Andro,g),no, 
Dave McMullen ; Politic Would-Be, Nick J ones ; 
Larfy Would-Be, Hilary Craig ; Peregrine, Steve 
Stewart ; BJnario, Rob Buckler ; Celia, Diane 
Jones ; Larfy-in- Waiting, Helen Harrison. 

Director, Nick J ones ; Set, Lance Taylor;  
Stage Manager, Trevor Davis ; Publicity, Henry 
Binns ; Lighting, Martin Wallis. 

Note : The Eagle much regrets that it was 
unable to review this production. 

Obituaries 
FRANCIS PURYER WHITE 

FRANCIS Puryer White, Fellow, died In 
Cambridge on 1 1  J uly 1 969. He was born in 
London on 26 October 1 893, the son of 
J ohn Francis White, a schoolmaster, and went 
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to the Stanley Higher Elementary School, 
Medburn Street, N.W., and to Owen's School, 
Islington. He came up to St John's in 1 91 2  
as a mathematical scholar. He was placed in 
the first class in both parts of the Mathe­
matical Tripos, and in 1 9 1 6  he was elected to 
the Isaac Newton Studentship in Astronomy 
and Optical Physics, which he held for three 
years. After a short period of war service, 
he returned to St John's and in 1 91 9  was 
elected a Fellow. In the following year he 
was appointed a College Lecturer and he 
remained a member of the mathematical staff 
of the College until he reached the statutory 
age of retirement in 1 96 1 .  He was Director of 
Studies in Mathematics from 1 945 to 1 959. 

From about the date of his return to Cam­
bridge at the end of the First World War, 
White's mathematical interests began to take 
a difFerent direction, moving from the field of 
the Isaac Newton Studentship to geometry 
under the influence of H. F. Baker, with 
whom he was closely associated in the College 
and for whom he retained a warm affection. 
Professor Sir William Hodge writes to me of 
White's mathematical career : 

"All White's original contributions to 
mathematics applied the techniques which 
Baker was using in the early twenties to 
solve elegant problems in proj ective geom­
etry, many of them giving a new interpreta­
tion of theorems by nineteenth century 
mathematicians such as Clifford. The papers 
were elegant, but had no lasting influence 
on mathematical thought. But he con­
tributed greatly to geometry in other ways. 
As a teacher, both in the lecture room and 
in supervision, he broke all the recognised 
rules, with the result that many derived little 
benefit from attending his lectures. But 
he did succeed in communicating his 
enthusiasm to a significant numSer of 
pupils and from these he recruited most of 
the members of Baker's group of young 
geometers, who were so active in the 
twenties and early thirties. Although Baker 
was himself the centre of this group, White 
was his able Lieutenant. 

"In the late twenties, Baker's interest 
turned (or rather returned) more to the 
general theory of surfaces, as created by 
the Italians Castelnuovo, Enriques and 



Severi, and White never really took to this. 
It did not offer scope to his problem-solving 
abilities. He gradually ceased to make 
contributions to the geometrical school in 
Cambridge. 

"But his contributions to mathematics 
were by no means over. He served on 
the Council of the London Mathematical 
Society from 1 923 to 1 947, and was its 
Secretary for eighteen years. He played a 
key role in the affairs of the Society, and 
in particular saw it through the very difficult 
war period. He also served the Cambridge 
Philosophical Society as Secretary (Mathe­
matical) from 1 924 to 1 936, and held various 
other offices on the Council. After the 
Second World War he seemed to feel 
himself getting more and more out of touch 
with recent mathematics, and devoted most 
of his energies to College affairs. The 
Cambridge Philosophical Society, however, 
recognised the many services he had 
rendered to it by making him its President 
from 1 96 1  to 1 963." 
White's services to the London Mathematical 

Society and the Cambridge Philosophical 
Society were characteristic of his gifts and of 
the loyalty and care for detail he showed in 
whatever he undertook. These qualities found 
other outlets in the University. He was a 
member of the Financial Board from 1 943 to 
1 948, of the Press Syndicate continuously 
from 1 931 to 1 958, and of the Library Syndicate 
from 1 949 to 1 960. He also served on the Ely 
Diocesan Board of Finance. Throughout his 
career he had keen bibliographical interests 
and, mainly as a young Fellow, he formed a 
large collection of early mathematical and 
scientific books. Towards the end of his 
life, between 1 962 and 1 964, he presented 
more than 1 000 volumes on mathematical 
and scientific subjects, mainly of the 1 6th, 1 7th 
and 1 8th centuries, to the University Library, 
greatly enlarging and enriching its collections 
in the history of science. 

But though, as a University Lecturer and in 
these other ways, he did much outside the 
College, it was as a J ohnian that his special 
aptitudes found fullest expression. For half a 
century he served the College, always self­
effacingly, but with great devotion, and i n  
certain fields developed exceptional expertise. 
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As a young man, he was active in  the affairs of  
the College Mission in Walworth, afterwards 
the Lady Margaret Parish. He was at all times 
a keen supporter of, and a regular worshipper 
in, the Chapel. He held office as Praelector 
from 1 93 1  to 1 935, and he was Tutorial 
Bursar from 1 935 to 1 946. In 1 948 he became 
Librarian in succession to H. P.  W. Gatty 
and held the office until he reached the retiring­
age in 1 96 1 . On his retirement, he was 
appointed Keeper of the College Records, an 
office specially created for him in recognition 
of his great services to the College by his work 
on the records in a wide variety of ways, and 
to this work he was thenceforward free to 
devote his full time and knowledge. 

Long before his appointment as Librarian, 
he had made himself thoroughly familiar with 
the Library, with the muniments of the 
College, and with its other records, above all 
'with the biographies of its members over the 
whole period of its history. The College 
has been very fortunate in the students o f  
its records. White i s  amongst the chief of 
them. As such, and as  a biographer of its 
members, he stands in succession to J. E. B. 
Mayor and R.  F. S cott. He was too modest to 
write or publish, but he delighted to catalogue 
and record ; and he did this with exceptional 
ability. He inherited a great amount of 
material from Mayor and Scott on the biogra­
phies of members of the College, consisting 
of notes on the entries in the Register of 
Admissions and on the Graduati Cantabrigienses, 
expanding and continuing the published 
volumes of Admissions, which Mayor and 
Scott had edited. He in turn greatly expanded 
this material and continued it to the current 
date, transferring it to separate sheets on which 
the biographies of members of the College 
are individually recorded. An approximate 
computation suggests that he prepared some 
1 5,000 such sheets, all carefully arranged in 
cabinets. He was accustomed regularly to 
scrutinize the columns of The Times and other 
current records, extracting information about 
J ohnians. He had his own annotated copy 
of Venn's Alumni Cantabrigienses. For thirty 
years, from 1 939 until his death, he himself 
made the entries of admissions in the Ad­
missions Register, and those who have been 
Tutors over that period know that, like 

Scott before him, he had a keen eye for 
omissions or inaccuracies. Many inquiries 
about the careers of members of the College, 
earlier or later, reach the College. White was 
always able to furnish an answer, whether ?y 
reference to printed sources or to matenal 
collected by himself. He also inherited from 
Scott, and himself greatly enlarged, a collection 
of school and university registers and histories 
and other publications of value for biographical 
purposes. This collection, 

. 
amounti�g to 

about 850 volumes, is now m the LIbrary, 
and it must be one of the best collections of 
its kind in existence. The Eagle too has long 
been greatly in White's debt ; for it was he who 
compiled the regular features " Obituaries" 
and "College Notes". 

But this biographical work was far from 
exhausting his work on the records. Con­
tinuing work begun by Gatty, he carried out 
a great range of detailed work on the Col�ege 
muniments, classifying, listing, callendanng, 
and in many cases transcribing, large sections 
of the documents and compiling indexes to 
them. All future students of the muniments 
will be in White's debt. In the Library too 
he did much detailed work. To take but one 
example, he undertook the examination of the 
volumes in the Upper Library for evidence of 
provenance, ownership, book plates, book 
stamps, and other material of interest: and 
recorded the information as a card mdex. 
He had completed the examination of about 
two-thirds of the volumes. 

All this work, carried out methodically 
over many years, entirely on his own initiative, 
was conducted in his characteristically self­
effacing manner ; but he had made him

.
self 

expert, and in execution his work was qUlck, 
accurate, and confident. It was the image of 
himself. He was also-and this too was 
typical-always ready to put the information 
at the disposal of serious inquirers and to 
devote time and trouble to help them. 

In character he was modest, even over­
diffident but charitable, fond of company, 
and wi�h many friends. A gathering of 
J ohnians was hardly complete without him. 
The College has had no more devoted son. 

White married in 1 934 Alice Barbara Dale, 
Fellow and Tutor, afterwards Bursar of 
Newnham College, the daughter of Sir 
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Alfred Dale, Vice-Chancellor of Liverpool 
University and grand-daughter of Dr R. W. 
Dale, the distinguished Minister of Carr's 
Lane Congregational Chapel, Birmingham. 

J .  S .  B .  s .  

CYRIL LENG SMITH 
CYRIL Leng Smith was born in Lincoln o n  
September 1 5, 1 9 1 3 .  While a b o y  he decided 
that he preferred to be called Charles, and 
increasingly he became known only by this 
adopted name. He came up to Sidney Sussex 
in 1 932, subsequently obtaining a first in 
Part I of the Natural Sciences Tripos. By 
including Physiology in his subjects he showed, 
even at this early stage, the interest in linking 
Physics with Biology which characterised his 
work in post-war years. He followed this up 
with a first in Part II Physics. 

After research under R utherford in the 
Cavendish leading to a Ph.D. in 1 939, he went 
to work at Malvern in the Telecommunications 
Research Establishment and was awarded the 
M.B.E. at the end of the war. A serious 
illness and a period in a sanatorium was 
faced with fortitude, and ever afterwards he 
took a sympathetic interest in problems of 
student health. In 1 944 he returned to the 
Cavendish to j oin the team led by Orowan 
which became renowned for their work on the 
deformation of metals. In 1 949 his under­
lying interest in Biophysics led him to j oin the 
new Department of Radiotherapeutics, then 
being formed by J. S. Mitchell, where he 
remained for the rest of his life. His research 
lay mainly in studies of the effects of micro­
beam irradiation of single mammalian cells 
and parts of cells. Along with this he man��ed 
to do a great deal of teaching and organlsmg 
work, which was not confined to Cambridge 
but extended through national societies and 
committees to the international sphere. H e  
travelled much, especially i n  Western Europe, 
and spoke and lectured easily in German. H e  
was a natural choice a s  Joint Director o f  
N . A .  T.O. Advanced Study Institutes o n  
Micro-beam Irradiation o f  Cells. The number 
of his interests was astonishing, and he seemed 
to have the same large amount of energy to 
devote to each. He enjoyed work with 
Junior Members, and this was shown i n  
various ways. He will b e  particularly re­
membered for his interest in University 



s kiing and he was for a number of years 
President of the C.U. Ski Club. 

He became a Member of St J ohn's on 
election to a Fellowship in January, 1 960, 
and from the beginning he made many new 
friends and showed how much energy he was 
ready to devote to the College by developing 
two new lines of activity to add to those that 
he continued-he never seemed to stop one 
thing to do another, but simply added new 
things to his already large field of interest and 
activity. He soon became an essential member 
of the College May Ball Committee which 
in our College has always benefited from good 
working relations with Senior Members. He 
had long been knowledgeable on wine and 
in the May Ball Committee he had an oppor­
tunity that comes the way of few amateurs­
that of becoming a buyer on a large scale. 
This j ob too he tackled in a professional 
manner, getting to know the wine trade and 
soon becoming a very astute buyer whom no 
wine merchant ever tried to fool. In fact it 
can be said that Charles Smith was one of the 
very few outside the trade whom the wine 
merchants regarded with real respect in their 
professional capacity. It was natural that he 
soon became a member of the Wine Committee 
and then Wine Steward of the College, and 
the care of its Cellar gave him the pleasure that 
added zest to the work. 

In the winter of 1 967-68 he was stricken 
with illness, and he knew that his remaining 
time would not be long. Nevertheless, as 
soon as he was able, he returned to carry out 
his duties and managed to fulfil them all 

30 

without abatement of his effort for another 
full year. Indeed he added a new one, for it 
was his drive that brought about the pre-term 
course in mathematical methods for freshmen 
coming up to read Natural Sciences and 
Engineering. He showed the same courage in 
danger as during his previous serious illness. 
He died in Cambridge on July 1 1 ,  1 969, 
leaving his wife, two sons and a daughter. 
Always a good teacher, research worker and 
organiser, having close contacts with J unior 
Members, he will be remembered for all his 
service to St J ohn's, to which he was devoted. 

N .  F .  M. H .  

DA VID V AUGHAN DA VIES 

D.V., as he was always affectionately called by 
pupils and friends, was born at Cemmaes in 
Montgomeryshire on 28 October 1 9 1 1 .  H e  
was educated a t  Towyn County School and 
taught history by that distinguished Welsh 
historian, David Williams, who later taught 
Hrothgar Habakkuk and myself at Barry 
Cocnty School, and has j ust retired from the 
Professorship of Welsh History at the Univer­
sity College of Wales, Aberystwyth. David 
WiIliams remembered D.V. as "a keen alert 
en:;getic lad who was obviously goin� to g� 
far . He went, first, as an Entrance Exhibi­
tioner to University College and University 
College Hospital, London, where, in 1 932 he 
was awarded the Gold Medal in Physiology. 
He had been taught by H. A. Harris, and 
when Harris moved to become Professor of 
Anatomy in Cambridge he got D.V. to move as 
well. He was Demonstrator in Anatomy here 
from 1 936 to 39 and Lecturer in Anatomy 
from 1 939 to 1 948. He was at first a member 
of Trinity Hall but became a Fellow of St  
J ohn's in 1 944. He and I and the present 
Master of Trinity Hall were elected to the 
College Council together and sat for a while 
quietly side by side-new boys after the war. 

He left us after only four years to become 
Professor of Anatomy at St Thomas's Hospital 
Medical School which post he held until his 
untimely death in July, 1 969 ; when he was 
also Honorary Consultant to the Hospital and 

Director of the Electron Microscopy Unit of 
the Arthritis and Rheu matism Council. Many 
distinctions were bestowed on him during 
his twenty-one year tenure of the Chair at 
St Thomas's : he wrote Anatomy for Nurses 
as well as many papers in learned journals, 
and was an editor of Gray's Anatomy. He 
will however be remembered mainly, as was his 
mentor H. A. Harris, as a great teacher­
clear and incisive in lectures and demonstra­
tions, kind and helpful to struggling students, 
firm and sharp with fools and laggards. 

He never lost his love for his native country, 
was President of the Montgomeryshire Society 
from 1 960 to 1 964 and was proud to be 
pricked High Sheriff of Montgomeryshire 
for 1 961 -62. Harris brought with him to 
Cambridge his Secretary, R uby Ernest : she 
and D.V. were married in 1 940, and survives 
him together \'vith his two sons and one 
daughter. 

His mentor and friend died only nine 

months before he did : D.V. wrote the 
obituary notice of Harris in the Journal of 
Anatomy. He sent me an offprint of this, 
and I was filing it when the news of his own 
death came to me. I read with special care 
the last few sentences of his obituary of 
H.A.H. in which he described his old master 
as a "family man, always upright and honest, 
sympathetic and helpful . . .  a man of character 
possessed of an unique personality which none 
who came into contact with him will forget." 
I gave the funeral oration in Twickenham 
Parish Church when we were paying our last 
respects to D.V., and I said then quoting his 
own words about H.A.H.,  "those were words 
written by one man whose funeral we attend 
today about another whose funeral some of us  
attended nine months ago. They are equally 
applicable to the writer who was upright and 
honest, sympathetic and helpful, a man of 
character whom no one will forget."  

G LY N  D A N I E L  

H.A. by D. V. 

This charming and lifelike picture of H. A. Harris arrived too late for inclusion in earlier issues of 
The Eagle. It is printed here as a pendant to Harris's obituary (see Eagle 27 1 ) ;  and as a testimony 

of the friendship of the t11/0 men. 
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to remember the slogan, S'2YeZ reaiiste­
demandez l'impossible. One was moved. Yet 
Antigone is no longer certain of applause. 
Her foe is no\\- more formidable. 

Society must make rules to protect itself, 
says Creon, and they must be obeyed. Life 
must go on. You, Antigone, neurotic ado­
lescent, by attacking the rules are attacking the 
very conditions of life, and if you persist 
you must be destroyed. If your lover, my 
son, Haemon, sentimentally insists on dying 
with you, I cannot stop him; but nor can I 
swerve from my duty as the servant of the 
State and society. Don't be unreasonable. 
Marry Haemon, and bring up children for the 
good of all, the royal succession must be 
assured . . .  He puts his points with great 
skill and destroys Antigone's case, so that at 
the end she is forced to admit that she does not 
know what she is dying for. Her death, 
which she nevertheless self-indulgently insists 
on, brings Creon's family down in ruins, 
Haemon dying for her, his mother, Queen 
Eurydice, dying of grief for him. Creon 
responds apathetically. He walks ofr to a 
Cabinet meeting, remarking that the work 
must be done, even if it is dirty work. It is his 
credo; and at the end of such a logical play 
one ought to sympathise with him. 

But one doesn't. One doesn't even agree 
with him. In the first place, however tiresome 
the sillier and rasher student activists of today 
may be, they have a case against their elders, 
in many ways a rather good case. So it was 
disconcerting and unsatisfying to see that case 
go by default. Anouilh simply never put it : 
he just planted his flag on the far side of the 
generation gap (it must --seem today) and 
depicted Antigone as a victim of the death­
wish. He thus wronged the young; but as I 
explored my uneasiness, I found a deeper 
wrong-a wrong to the myth, to the true 
Antigone. 

What did the daughter of Oedipus die for ? 
I had always supposed it was for something 
larger than teenage rebellion : for the duty of 
the individual sometimes, at whatever cost, to 
do his duty in the teeth of the State. Anti­
gone's story is thus that of Socrates, of Thomas 
More, of all martyrs for conscience's sake. 
Sophocles, I was glad to find, took the same 
VIew. His Antigone tells Creon :-
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"I did not think your edicts strong enough 
To overrule the unwritten unalterable laws 
Of God and heaven, you being only a man. 
They are not of yesterday or to-day, but everlasting, 
Though where they came from, none of us can tell. 
Guilty of their transgression before God 
I cannot be, for any man on earth . .. " 

(TraltSlated b)' E. F. If/aIling). 

So she buries her brother, and dies for the deed. 

But Antigone is not the protagonist of 
Sophocles's play. Creon is the central char­
acter. Nor is he a cultivated figment. He is 
a prototype of Oedipus Rex (whose story 
Sophocles had yet to write). In his first 
speech he firmly states his creed, which is 
much like that of Anouilh's king. The good 
of the State is the supreme law. 

"Our country is our life ; only when she 
Rides safely, have we any friends at all." 

Polynices, Antigone's brother, had assailed 
Thebes with a foreign army. Dead, he must 
lie unburied, damned, and dishonoured, as a 
warning to all traitors, and as a token that 
punishment, like reward does not stop with 
death. Anyone who tries to bury him is 
likewise a traitor, and must also die. 

But this is to forbid the performance of a 
religious duty. This is impiety, this is hubris­
shocking to religious Athenians, attending a 
sacred dramatic festival. The gods are duly 
angered, but before acting they warn Creon. 
Antigone insists on doing her duty by her 
brother : Creon compounds his impiety by 
sending her to execution. Haemon warns the 
king that the Thebans honour Antigone's 
action and are appalled at her fate; he himself 
stands out against his father's "wickedness and 
folly". Creon curses his son's impudence. 
Finally the blind prophet Tiresias reports the 
omens which show the gods are angry. For 
the last time Creon refuses to take advice, 
and so destruction follows. He has rejected 
family piety : now his family rejects him. 
Antigone, Haemon, and Eurydice die by 
their own hands. 

It might seem that a drama so impregnated 
by the religious assumptions of ancient Greece 
could have little to say to us today; but of 
course Antigone still touches our hearts. 
What she died for was after all eternal, and 
very simple : the assertion that family love, 
family duty, are things too deep, too excellent 
and too sacred to be set aside for mere raison 

d' etat. Creon sneers at this "woman's law"; 
but the nature of things (which is part of 
what the Greeks meant by God) is decisively 
against him. No State shall truly prosper 
which does not respect woman's law. 

It is this message of mercy and restraint 
which gives the Sophoclean tragedy its 
pofundity and dignity, and which is missing in 
Anouilh's play. I found myself inventing 
arguments for Antigone, and arguments for 
sparing her (one of them, I was glad to find, 
Sophocles used first). So I cannot in honesty 
say I rank the work very high. But I can in 
honesty say that the Lady Margaret Players 
have never given me a more interesting 
evening. This is my thank-you letter. 

V E R C I N G E T O R I X  

Antigone 
by 

Jean Anouilh 
Translated by Lewis Galantiere 

Chorus, Dick Francks; Antigone, .Till Lewis; 
Nurse, Katy Williams; Ismene, Judy Under­
wood; Eurydice, Mary Nex; Ham/on, Michael 
Shepherd; Creon, Ian Thorpe; Messenger, 
Charles Boyle; Page, Jeremy Darby; First 
Guard, Sean Magee; Second Guard, Richard 
Beadle; Third Guard, David Quinney. 
Director, David Price; Stage Manager, Steve 
Cook; Design, Nicholas Reynolds, Henry 
Binns; Lighting, Peter Cunningham, Martin 
Wallis; Publicity, Hugh Epstein and the 
Players; Music, John Walker. 

Obituaries 
PROFESSOR SIR FREDERIC CHARLES 

BARTLETT 

ST John's College has nurtured a greater 
number of distinguished psychologists, in 
proportion to its size, than any other educa­
tional establishment in Britain. Sir Frederic 
Bartlett was the most distinguished of them 
all, and when he died on 30 September 1969 
at the age of 82, full of years and honours, 
the College lost one who had been among its 
leading fellows, and British psychology the 
man to whom more than any other it owes its 
present world stature. He came to St John's 
with degrees from London and took first 
class honours in Part II of the Moral Sciences 
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Tripos in 1914. In the same year C. S. 
Myers, who was then Director of the Cam­
bridge Psychological Laboratory, took him on 
as Assistant Director, and when Myers went 
to London in 1922, Bartlett succeeded him. 
In 1931 he became the first Professor of 
Experimental Psychology in Cambridge and a 
Fellow of St John's. The next year he was 
elected to the Royal Society. The University 
of Athens made him an Honorary Ph.D. in 
1 937. After 1940 honours came thick and fast. 
He was made C.B.E. in 1941, awarded Baly 
and Huxley Medals in 1943, honorary degrees 
were conferred on him by Princeton, Louvain, 
London, Edinburgh, Oxford and Padua, he 
was elected to honorary membership of the 
American National Academy of Sciences and 
of psychological societies in many countries, 
he was presented with the Longacre Award of 
the Aero-Medical Association and the Gold 
Medal of the International Academy of 
Aviation and Space Medicine, and was 
invited to give numerous distinguished lectures . 
His own comment was : "Once one begins, 
they all do it", followed by a short but pervasive 
guffaw. 

In 1952, the year in which he retired from 
his Chair, the Royal Society awarded him a 
Royal Medal. The citation for this included 
the statement : "The School which he founded 
at Cambridge on the beginnings made by 
Rivers 1 and Myers became under his leader­
ship the dominant school in Britain and one of 
the most famous and respected in the world." 
Bartlett regarded this lnedal as the high point 
of his career. What, we may ask, had 
brought him to it ? 

First and foremost was almost certainly his 
quality of scientific thought. His early train­
ing had been in logic and this, combined 
with a profound intuitive insight into com­
plex problems, enabled him to see quickly 
what was important in experimental results, 
and gave his thinking a constructive character 
and originality which made him an unusually 
stimulating teacher and research director. 
In the discussion classes he held for Part II 
of the Tripos he would talk for a few minutes 
upon some topic of current research interest, 
and would then suddenly pick on one member 
of the class to say what he or she thought. 
Bartlett would listen carefully, seize upon 
anything worthwhile in what the student 



had said, enlarge on it and take the discussion 
on from there. Like many original thinkers, 
his ideas were not always accurate, but, in the 
light of subsequent events, they almost 
invariably seemed to have been on the right 
lines. He himself once remarked : "You will 
never say anything sensible if you don't risk 
saying something foolish", and he was not 
afraid to act on his belief. Anyone who did 
research in the Cambridge Laboratory during 
the years just after the war will remember how 
Bartlett would burst into the room after a 
brief knock, introduce a visitor and at once 
plunge into an account of the research one 
was doing. The account was often surprising 
as it seemed to bear little relation to what was 
actually being done, yet on reflection one 
came to realise that it was not far from the 
mark, and was in fact what ought to be done­
an indication of what could be achieved if the 
problem was viewed aright. It was an 
enlivening experience which made it seem 
urgent to think the problem out more 
thoroughly, and to get to work with the feeling 
that one had a sporting chance of proving 
"The Prof." wrong. What a thrill that 
would have been ! 

Coupled with this adventurous quality 
in his thought was a determination not to get 
caught up in trivialities. As a colleague 
once put it : "All the problems Bartlett 
studied were real." His research fell into 
three periods. During the first, between 
1 9 1 4  and 1939, he was concerned to look at 
perception and memory under controlled 
conditions, but to see them more as they 
occur in real life than is possible with the 
highly artificial situations commonly used in 
laboratory studies. These researches are de­
scribed in his best known book Remembering 
published in 1932. When they appeared they 
were heavily criticised, and they have not 
been followed up to the extent they deserve. 
The reason is that they were far ahead of their 
time : the ideas they set out anticipated by a 
quarter-century those to which the general 
run of experimental psychology is now 
laboriously making its way. 

It is for the second period, from the 
beginning of the war until his retirement, that 
Bartlett will be remembered best. It was a 
time of active development for many types of 
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complex equipment such as anti-aircraft and 
other gun-laying systems, radar, asdic and 
ground-to-air control. He quickly saw that 
effective operation of these could not be 
secured solely by the selection and training of 
personnel : the equipment and the methods 
of operating it needed to be designed with 
due regard for fundamental human capacities 
and limitations. This meant studying aed 
analysing the operational skills involved. 
Bartlett's characteristic contribution was his 
insistence that it is not enough to look at 
simple sensory and motor requirements and 
measure these in isolation. On the one 
hand, the components of the skill have to be 
studied without destroying the performance as 
a \vhole;  and on the other, it is necessary to go 
beyond the study of achievement to an exam­
ination of the way in w hich it is attained. 
These were difficult tasks which required new 
methods for the detailed analysis of complex 
performance, and the erection of a whole new 
theoretical structure. The tasks appealed 
strongly to Bartlett, no doubt in part because 
of his lifelong interest in the skills of cricket 
and tennis. He and his colleagues at the 
Laboratory undertook research for all three 
Services, and its long-term importance was 
recognised by the Medical Research Council 
who established their Applied Psychology 
Research Unit there in 1 944 with K. J. W. 
Craik2 as Director. The work continued 
after the war and was extended by a Unit for 
Research into Problems of Ageing set up by the 
Nuffield Foundation in 1 946. Research on 
skill was being actively pursued at the same 
time on a large scale in Americ?, but it is 
fair to claim that the Cambridge Laboratory 
under Bartlett led the world to an extent that 
no British university department of psychology 
has done before or since. His best known 
statement emanating from this period is his 
Royal Society Ferrier Lecture "Fatigue fol­
lowing highly skilled work" published in 
1 9433• 

Bartlett's third period of research overlapped 
the second and continued after his retirement. 
Both the previous periods had shown the 
need for studies of thinking and it is therefore 
not surprising that Bartlett turned his attention 
in this direction. In 1950 he published a 
paper outlining a programme of experiments 

on thinking" and in 1 956 a book Thinking: 
an Experimental and Social Stucfy. The ex­
periments which were reported examined the 
processes of thinking as analogous to the 
skilled sensory-motor performances that he 
and his colleagues had studied earlier. It 
opened up an entirely new and promising 
approach to an area which has hitherto been 
one of those most elusive of scientific study. 

Bartlett's ideas would not, however, have 
brought him to the position he occupied in 
British psychology if they had not been 
backed by the personal qualities needed to 
make them effective. He was an ab le 
negotiator, he fought hard for the kind of 
psychology he regarded as right, he was a 
severe but constructive critic, and he had a 
facility for expressing complex ideas elegantly 
in simple language without losing their 
force or talking down to his audience. This 
last shows especially in his book The Mind at 
Work and Plcf)' based on the Royal Institution 
1948 Christmas Lectures for Children. He 
had something of a flair for committee meetings 
which he treated as though they were cricket 
matches, disposing his forces to outwit the 
other side and win the day, although always 
strictly by fair means-he could be formidable 
but never devious.  In closer view, he was a 
complex person who combined great kindness 
with occasional ruthlessness, sensitivity with 
robust attitudes to life, a rapid mind with the 
deliberate speech of the west-country, loyalty 
and trust with difficulty in distinguishing 
some enemies from friends, a cheerful ease of 
manner with a touch of sadness. He worked 
hard, but believed in keeping his work in 
perspective : each Wednesday morning he 
claimed that he could accept no engagements 
because of an important meeting-it was for 
golf. 

Looking back, what was Bartiett's essential 
achievement ? It is, surely, that he guided 
the main stream of British psychology away 
from the speculations of the psychoanalysts, 
and from the assessment of differences between 
individuals by means of mental tests, towards 
the task of understanding the broad principles 
of human capacity and behaviour. Further, 
he severed the links that had in the earlier 
years of the century held psychology to 
philosophy, and established it clearly as one of 
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the biological sciences, close to physiology. 
Perhaps most important of all in the long run, 
he suffused those who worked under him at 
Cambridge with the characteristic outlook of 
British biology : an outlook which is not 
concerned with grand theories or panacea 
principles, but which tries to view things as  
they are, and to answer in the most direct and 
simple terms possible the fundamental ques­
tions of "What is it ?" and of "How does it  
work, and why ?" 

1 W. H. R. Rivers, Fellow, 1902-1922. 

2 Fellow 1941-1945. 

A .  T. w .  

3 Proceedings of the Royal Society, Series B ,  Vol. 131,  
pp. 247-257. 

4 Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology, Vol · 
2, pp. 145 - 152. 

DR W. G. PALMER 

WILLIAM George Palmer, the only son of a 

Surrey schoolmaster who himself came from 
Devonshire, was born in Godalming on 
October 24, 1 892. Surrey County Council 
Scholarships took him to the Royal Grammar 
School, Guildford, in 1 905, and in 1910  to 
University College London, where the thrilling 
lectures of Sir William Ramsay, then in his 
prime, awoke his interest in chemistry and 
where he also developed the strong liking for 
field botany which endured throughout his 
life. His father's friendship with T. E. Page, 
a former Fellow of St John's but then a 
housemaster at Charterhouse, caused him to 
enter St john's in 1910, and in the next year 
he became a Foundation Scholar, was elected 
to a Fellowship in 19 16  and to a College 
Lectureship in 1 946. In 191� he was also 
awarded an AlIen Research Scholarship by the 
University. 

The first chemical laboratory in Cambridge 
was built by St john's for Professor Liveing, 
in 1 853, and at this time was still used for the 
instruction of candidates for Part I of the 
Natural Sciences Tripos. R. H. Adie, the 
lecturer in charge, being in poor health, the 
students were left largely to their own devices, 
which suited W.G.'s taste for independent 
work, and he spent long hours in the laboratory 
laying the foundation of his superb technical 
skill. His First in Part I of the Tripos in 1913 
was  of such even quality that he  found i t  



difficult to decide upon his subject for Part U, 
but eventually chose Chemistry. Towards the 
end of the year Adie had to retire finally, 
and W.G. was asked to complete the lecture 
course to the Part I students. A still surviving 
member of that class (F. H. Holden) writes 
that :-

"One of my most vivid memories is of 
attending his debut as a lecturer . . .  At 
that first effort he displayed a style equal to 
Fenton or Heycock at their best." 

These words are true of his long subsequent 
career as a university teacher, for he had a 
supreme gift for transmitting to his audience 
his own intense interest in his subject. 

A First in Part II chemistry in 1914  was 
followed a few weeks later by the same class in 
the London Final B.Sc. Professor Sir W. ] .  
Pope suggested a stereochemical problem for 
his initiation into research, but the First Great 
War had begun. W.G.'s health had never 
been robust, and he was much perturbed as to 
his proper course of action ;  but the Professor, 
who could see ahead, advised patience, and in a 
short time the Ministry of Munitions set all 
available chemists to work. During the war 
years the University Chemical Laboratory was 
,engaged at high pressure in many fields­
among others were high explosives, dyes and 
mustard gas-but unquestionably the most 
important contribution made by the Depart­
ment was the examination of the oils then 
being imported from Borneo for the first time. 
It was the success of this investigation which 
subsequently led to a large gift from the oil 
,companies to the University for the extension 
of its chemical laboratories and their staff. 

In addition to the \lvartime tasks there was 
still some college teaching and examining, as 
well as demonstrating in the University 
laboratory, and in 1 919,  W.G. was appointed 
Additional University Demonstrator, his 
Lectureship coming in 1 926. During this 
period he organized and ran one of the first 
courses of practical organic chemistry to be 
given in the Chemical Laboratory for Part I 
students, although his personal taste was now 
for physical chemistry, which had always 
attracted him. 

The phenomena of catalysis, theoretically 
and technically of great importance, but whose 
action was still mysterious, demanded elucida­
tion, and Palmer was among the pioneers 
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who laid the foundations of our present views 
on heterogeneous catalysis. His fourteen 
papers published in the Proceedings of the 
Royal Society between 1 9 1 9  and 1 938 are 
outstanding. For the most part he worked 
alone, but in two important papers he was 
assisted by F. H. Constable, in one by R. E. D.  
Clark, and by his wife in one of the earliest. 
These papers secured him a London D.Se. in 
1 925 and the Cambridge Se.D. in 1 937. 

The Second World War again brought 
directed research, this time into corrosion 
problems, but after that an increasing pro­
portion of his activities was given to devising 
and checking experiments for teaching under­
graduate classes. Some research was done 
however, notably on the lower oxyacids of 
phosphorus, the last paper on this subject 
appearing in 1 968. He came regularly to the 
laboratory almost until the time of his death, 
always to work at the bench. 

Over twenty years of experience of teaching 
the subject went into "Experimental Physical 
Chemistry", published by the C. U. Press in 
1941, with its companion "Experimental 
Inorganic Chemistry" following in 1 954. 
These two books continue to have a major 
influence on the teaching of these subjects in 
many countries, as they were translated into 
several other languages. The pattern of 
them was unique, practical work being care­
fully planned with well chosen experiments to 
illustrate principles, with simple and in­
expensive apparatus easy to store and to 
assemble, so that the whole of a large class 
could work simultaneously on the same 
problem. The instructions were so clear 
and foolproof that demonstrators were scarcely 
needed, and every step had been carefully 
checked to ensure that it really "worked"­
for in these as in all his undertakings, W.G. was 
a perfectionist. 

Two non-experimental books were pro­
duced. "Valency, Chemical and Modern" 
was written as if by inspiration during the 
alarming summer of 1942, diverting his 
thoughts from Rommel's final sweep across 
North Africa. This was published in 1 944 
and met with an enthusiastic reception, its 
author being skilful at expounding difficult 
ideas with a minimum of mathematical detail. 
After several reprintings an expanded edition 
was produced in 1969, to include accounts of 

the latest work and theories. "A History 
of the Concept of Valency to 1 930" was the 
result of a short series of lectures given after 
his retirement, at the request of the Committee 
for the History and Philosophy of Science. 
He also collaborated with E. ]. Holmyard of 
Clifton in revision and rewriting of his well 
known text books for schools. 

Palm er was not gregarious nor anxious to 
take part in public affairs, but enjoyed two 
periods on the College Council and was always 
a keen supporter of full admission of women 
to the University. His childhood and youth 
were solitary, his relaxations being cycling, 
walking and swimming and in Cambridge he 
became an expert with a punt pole. He also 
spent much time at his piano and was very 
friendly with Dr C. B. Rootham, sparring with 
him over current developments in music. In 
later years gardening occupied all his leisure 
but stiffened his fingers, and the piano was 
neglected for the production of fruit, veg­
etables, and especially of magnificent sweet 
peas. 

Many generations of Cambridge students will 
remember him with affection and gratitude, 
for behind his outward reserve there was 
much kindliness and willingness to help 
others. Unquestionably his greatest contribu­
tion to Cambridge life was as a teacher, but 
those of us who also knew him as a close 
friend know that he had much else to give, 
and gave it freely throughout his long con­
nection with College and University. 

In the summer of 1 9 1 9  he married Dorothy 
Muriel King of Girton, also a research chemist, 
who survives him with a son, daughter and 
five grandchildren. It was to his great grief 
that in the last two years of his life he could 
no longer attend Hall regularly, and his last 
intelligible words, a few days before his death 
on November 29, 1 969, were a question 
about the dinner to the Foundation, which was 
planned for that date and which he had hoped 
to attend. 

* * * 

H .  J .  E .  

Professor Constable writes : Palmer was 
very human as a laboratory worker, and his 
appreciation of the situation, when an apparatus 
which he had taken some weeks to make 
cracked up before the critical observations 
could be made, was really heartwarming. 
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This term saw the completion of the best 
season the Club has enjoyed since 1 941-42. 
On the field the 1 st XI won both the League 
Competition and the Cup ; the 2nd XI once 
again retained the Plate. As a social institution 
the Club's success would be testified to by 
thirty-five happy souls who were to be seen 
lurching from the Wordsworth Room to the 
].C.R. Bar on Monday, March 9th. 

Sadly neither the 3rd nor the 4th Xl's 
progressed beyond their groups in the Plate, 
although when the 4th XI reduced one set 
of opponents to nine men by seemingly fair 
though unfortunate means there was hope 
but no fulfilment. 

The 2nd XI fared better. After defeating 
both of their group opponents 3-1 ,  they faced up 
to Fitzwilliam II, some people's favourites. 
A mighty struggle which often appeared to 
be going against us eventually produced a 
4-3 victory for St John's. Perhaps our pitch 
and our referee were of use. In the semi-final 
Emmanuel II proved unworthy opponents 
losing 2-7. In the final however the team 
made hard work of beating Queen's II 2-1 ,  
needing a penalty which was saved, but not 
well enough, to send their supporters away 
happy, though perhaps not contented. 

Oh the 1 st XI ! Who could forget the 
final ? To get there the team, strengthened 
by the return of Tom McGing and iron-man 
Steve Desborough, had to play a few other 
matches. In the first round they exposed to 
Caius the dangers of the off-side trap, defeating 
them 7-1 .  Then they struggled against 
Churchill needing the last ten minutes to gain a 
2-1 victory and passage to the semi-final. 
Here Queens' were shown the art of the 
counter attack ;  for although they had nine­
tenths of the play they lost 2-0. 

Without much bother and certainly no 
planning the 1st Xl's tactics had evolved. 
They would concede possession, but no 



Obituaries 

CLAUDE GUILLEBAUD 

CLAUDE WI LLIAM G UILLEBAUD, Fellow, 
who died on 23 August 1 97 1  in his 82nd year, 
was born on 2 July 1 890 at the Rectory, Yates­
bury, near Calne in Wiltshire, one of twin sons 
of the Reverend E. D. Guillebaud and his wife 
Mabel Louisa Marshall, and nephew of Alfred 
Marshall, the economist. 

He was at Repton School, of which he was 
afterwards for many years a Governor, and 
after two years at Hulme Hall, Manchester, 
entered St John's in 1 909. He was in the First 
Class in the Economics Tripos Part I in 1 9 1  I 

and again in Part II in 1 9 13, and he won the 
Adam Smith Prize in 1 9 1 5 .  He was elected into 
a Foundress Fellowship in 1 9 1 5 .  During the 
First World War he worked in several depart­
ments of the Civil Service, and in 1 9  I 9 he was 
on the staff of the Supreme Economic Council 
in Paris. After the war he returned to Cambridge 
and was appointed Supervisor in Economics in 
1 92 I; he continued to teach Economics in the 
College until he reached the retiring-age in 
1 9 5 7, becoming Director of Studies in 1 93 5  and 
College Lecturer in 1 946. He was re-elected a 
Fellow under the new Statutes of 1 926 and re­
mained a Fellow until his death. He was ap­
pointed an Assistant Tutor in 1 926 and a Tutor 
in 1 929, and he continued to hold a Tutorship 
until 1 9 5 6, becoming also Senior Tutor in 1 9 5 2  
i n  succession to M r  Wordie. He was Praelector 
from 1 926 to 1 929. 

In the University, he was appointed a U ni­
versity Lecturer in Economics in 1 926, 
Girdlers Lecturer in 1 94 5 ,  and Reader in 
Economics in 1 9 5 6, holding this last office for 
one year until his retirement. He was Senior 
Proctor for the year 1 933-34. 

Claude Guillebaud rendered gr�at services to 
the College, both in the offices he held, and in 
the life of the College more generally by his 
personality, his wide interests and contacts with 
the world beyond the College, and by his gift 
for friendship. He was Supervisor and Director 

of Studies to many generations of undergradu­
ates reading Economics and as a teacher was at 
his best in such individual guidance and dis­
cussion. As a Tutor for thirty years, and for the 
last four as Senior Tutor, he played a promin­
ent part in the wider educational policy of the 
College and formed many permanent friend­
ships amongst his pupils. How well he under­
stood the tasks and opportunities of a Tutor is 
shown by the remarkable report, written in 
1 969 at the invitation of the Council, on 'The 
Tutorial System in St John'S', the greater part 
of which was printed as a Supplement to The 
Eagle, No. 273 (January 1 970). Most written 
references to the work of a Cambridge Tutor 
have been in the later reminiscences of pupils. 
Guillebaud's report is a comprehensive account 
and discussion by a Tutor himself. It is by far 
the best description ever written of the Cam­
bridge Tutorial system and as such is an im­
portant contribution to College and U niversity 
history. It also reveals Claude Guillebaud's own 
personality: his natural courtesy, his keen 
observation, his sympathy, his patient im­
partiality, and his characteristic fairness and 
strong sense of j u3tice. 

It was these qualities that made him also an 
outstanding chairman of wage-negotiating 
bodies, the sphere in which he rendered his 
most important public services. His qualities in 
this field are well displayed in his little book 
published at the end of his life, The Role oj the 
Arbitrator in Industrial Wage Disputes ( 1 970), 
based on his long and varied experience, from 
1 946 onwards, as Arbitrator in wage disputes 
in a wide range of industries, as chairman of 
Courts of Inquiry or special committees, and as 
member or chairman of Wages Boards. Two 
examples of his work in this field, which re­
ceived much publicity (though publicity was a 
thing he never sought), were the Committee to 
investigate the cost of the National Health Ser­
vice, set up by the Minister of Health in 1 9 53 ,  
and the Committee of  Inquiry on Railway Pay, 
appointed by the Transport Commission and 
the Railway U nions in 1 9 5 8 , of both of which 
he was the chairman. His work as an Arbitrator 
was not confined to this country. In 1 9 5 3  he 

was appomted Arbitrator, by agreement of both 
the parties, in a dispute between the Northern 
Rhodesian Coppermining Companies and the 
African Mineworkers U nion. The reputation he 
"ained for fairness and objectivity, together 
�ith his qualifications as an economist. led to 
further demands for his services. In 1 9 5 7, im­
mediately after his retirement from his academic 
posts, he was invited to undertake a survey of 
the Tanganyika sisal industry, which resulted 
in his book An Economic Survey oj the Sisal 
Industry ojTanganyika ( 1 9 5  8), and for the follow­
ing ten years, until the plantations were 
nationalised, he served as economic adviser to 
the Sisal Growers Association. I n  1 967, when 
he was already in his 77th year, he spent seven 
months in the Falkland Islands at the invitation 
of the British Government to make a complete 
survey of the economy of the islands; and almost 
immediately afterwards he spent three months 
in Chile carrying out a survey for the Chilean 
Government of wages structure and industrial 
relations in Chile. Meanwhile, at home, he 
served as vice-chairman of the East Anglian 
Regional Hospital Board and on the Board of 
the Cambridge United Hospitals. 

His writings, in addition to those on indus­
trial relations, included The Economic Recovery of 
Germany ( 1 939), a book that by the misfortune 
of its d

"
ate of publication gave rise to some mis­

understanding of his own position, in spite of 
a clear disclaimer in the preface of sympathy 
with the political tenets of National Socialism, 
and the smaller The Social Policy of Nazi 
Germany ( 1 94 I ) . But his major contribution to 
economics, which had occupied him over a 
period of twenty-five years, was his great 
variorum edition, published in 1 96 1 ,  of Alfred 
Marshall's Principles of Economics. It traced the 
development, from the first edition to the last, 
of the text of the work which Keynes, writing 
of Marshall, described as 'the greatest economic 
treatise of his generation'" This scholarly edi­
tion was both a contribution to economics and 
a tribute to his own uncle and to an outstand­
ing thinker of St John's .  

But to think of Claude Guillebaud only as an 
economist of ability with a wide understanding 
of industrial relations would be to miss an 
essential side of his personality. He was a man 
too of sensitive culture, speaking French and 
German, interested in music, and with a keen 

appreciation of pictures, of tne ballet, and of all 
things artistic. And these sides to his nature 
seemed to be happily integrated. He was too a 
great reader of biographies and novels, always 
ready with a book to recommend. It was all 
this, helped by a natural gift of conversation, 
which made Claude such a valued member of 
the society of a College. He preserved a lively 
interest in persons younger than himself, and 
this made him a friend of all members of the 
society. It was natural, if there was a visitor to 
be entertained, to ask Claude to talk to him. 
The visitor was assured of an interesting even­
ing, and Claude would draw the best out of 
him. If by ill-fortune the visitor had been un­
interesting, and still more if he had been 
pompous, there might afterwards be a sardonic 
comment from Claude, but never a comment 
that was cynical or sarcastic: the wish to expose 
or to wound another was wholly foreign to his 
nature. 

1 1  

In  1 9 1 8  he married Marie-Therese Prunner, 
known as 'Pauline' to the wide circle who en­
joyed their friendship and the hospitality of 
their home, and there were two daughters. 

J .S.B.S. 



Claude Guillebaud as an 

Economist 

Perhaps the first thing to be said about Claude 
Guillebaud as an economist is that he was 
Alfred Marshall's nephew. To have been born 
in the shadow of so great an economist must 
have been daunting, and may have helped to 
account for the genuine modesty and lack of 
egotism in everything that Guillebaud wrote. A 
more direct consequence of his relationship to 
Marshail was his keen interest in Marshall's 
works. This culminated in his great variorum 
edition of Marshall's Principles of Economics, 
which was published in I961. This was the 
result of work which started in I 934, at the 
suggestion of Keynes. In his Editorial Intro­
duction Guillebaud refers to his many year� of 
study of the text of the eight editions of the 
Principle.r, but it is characteristic of him that this 
is almost the only personal statement that he 
allows himself in a long introduction. 

Guillebaud's own interests as an economist 
followed Marshall's in that he was mainly a 
micro-economist. His keenest interest was in 
problems of industrial relations and wages, and 
another important interest-especially in his 
earlier years-was in German economic and 
social problems. His first book,  The Works 
Council: A German Experiment in Industrial 
Democracy, published in I929, combined both 
these interests. His next book, The Economic 
Recover)1 of Germany, published in I939, dealt 
with the period I933-38, and covered a wider 
canvas. In his preface to it, Guillebaud was un­
usually personal in explicitly disavowing sup­
port for the political tenets of National 
Socialism, but very much himself in stressing 
his attempt to be as objective as possible. This 
was an important work, which is still of great 
interest: one of Guillebaud's keenest pleasures 
during the last years of his life was that a dis­
tinguished young Cambridge historian wanted 
to collaborate with him in bringing out a new 
and fuller edition. It was sad that Guillebaud's 
health never permitted him to undertake this. 

A great deal of Guillebaud's time after the 
Second World \'Var was occupied in public 
work. He was chairman of many \'Vages 
Councils, a frequent arbitrator, and chairman of 
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several important committees of  enquiry. These 
preoccupations were reflected in his pamphlets 
on The IVages Council System in Great Britain 
(I 958), Wage Determination and Wages Poli�y 
( I 967), and The Role of the Arbitrator in Indwtrial 
Wage Disputes (1970)' All these reflect his many 
years of experience, and are admirable for their 
clarity, fair-mindedness and good sense. The 
same qualities are evident in the reports of the 
two major enquiries that he headed, those into 
the cost of the National Health Service and 
railwaymen's pay. The latter attracted a good 
deal of criticism, much of it superficial, but the 
principle of comparability enshrined in it has 
been viewed more favourably in recent years 
than when it was published in 1960. The report 
on the Cost of the National Health Service 
(1956) was of great importance in providing 
careful comparisons of the resources used in the 
health services before and after the war, and 
put paid to any serious attempt to overthrow 
the basic principles of the post-war health ser­
vice. 

Guillebaud was editor � the Cambridge 
Economic Handbooks, following Keynes, from 
1946. His interest in the teaching of economics 
was reflected in a report on this subject that he 
prepared at the request of the International 
Economic Association in 1954. In his retire­
ment he travelled widely, and gained new inter­
ests in Tanzania (he was economic adviser to 
the sisal growers' association for several years), 
and other Commonwealth countries. He was 
actively engaged in his subject until the last 
months of his life. 

As an economist, Guillebaud never at­
tempted to do what he could not do well. The 
clarity and directness of his writing is its most 
striking feature, but his analytical ability, as 
well as his wisdom and experience, are always 
manifest. He was not particularly interested in 
the development of economic theory. 'It's all in 
Marshall', was what Cambridge economists 
were taught to believe in the 1920S and before, 
and Guillebaud really continued to hold this 
view (quite a defensible one) all his life. He 
thought the theor·::tical framework of econom­
ics was well enough established and that the 
main job for economists was to get on with 
applying it. Partly for this reason, and partly be­
cause of his dislike of anything that smacked of 
the doctrinaire, he was not involved in the 

fierce debates on theoretical issues that divided 
Cambridge economists in their views and, too 
often also, in their personal relationships, in 
the 1930S and again after the War. He remained 
well-liked and respected by members of the 
Faculty of all shades of opinion--and, it may be 
added, a remarkedly shrewd judge of their 
individual talents and limitations. He was 
Chairman of the Faculty Board for a time in the 
195os. 

In his public reputation outside Cambridge, 
Guillebaud suffered unfairly on several oc­
casions when his intellectual honesty caused 
him to say things which were not popular. It 
was not popular in 1939 to say that German 
economic policy had been more successful in 
bringing about recovery from the slump than 
policy in most other countries. The govern­
ments that appointed him did not want to be 
told in 1956 that the cost of the National Health 
Service was very reasonable, nor in 196o that 
railwaymen had genuine grounds for complaint 
about their wages. 

Guillebaud had a story of how before he be­
came a Wages Council chairman an official in 
the Ministry of Labour asked him, 'Are you a 
man of principle?' and then, without waiting 
for a reply, went on 'Because if so, you're no 
good for this job' .  Guillebaud lvas a man of 
principle, but he did not like general principles. 
He was not attracted by broad propositions or 
doctrines. He enjoyed recounting how a certain 
economist, whose notion of principal em­
braced only one dimension-that running 
from left to right-had said to his daughter, 
Philomena: 'Your father is a reactionary 
scoundrel and in writing a report praising the 
National Health Service, he is being untrue to 
his own principles' .  Guillebaud's principles 
were not of that sort. His principles were fair­
ness, impartiality, and scrupulous attention to 
the evidence before him. 

Z.A.S .,  R.C.O.M. 

L T -C 0 L. F R E D  E R I C K 
S P E N  C E R C H A  P M A N, D.S.O. 
The Times of 10 August 1971 carried a full 
obituary notice of Freddie Chapman (.J oh. B.A. 
1929) whose untimely death at the age of sixty-

four took place at Reading on 8 August I97I. 
That notice details his life of activity, starting so 
shortly after he graduated from the College­
first as explorer in East Greenland with 
\X'atkins' two expeditions, then as Himalayan 
climber, as member of this country's Diplo­
matic Mission in Thibet, as first conqueror of 
Chomolhari, as housemaster at Gordonstoun, 
and then as an Army Officer when World War 
Il began. In 1941 he was in charge of a small 
school of guerilla warfare in Singapore, and 
then for three years worked behind and among 
the advancing Japanese. As The Times says 'it 
was recorded that in one fortnight in 1942 with 
two companions he wrecked seven trains, cut 
the railway in about sixty places including the 
demolition of fifteen bridges, destroyed or 
damaged some forty motor vehicles, and killed 
or wounded some hundreds of Japanese'. He 
was then captured by inadvertence, but p rompt­
ly escaped by a subterfuge, a fascinating story 
splendidly told in his The Jungle is Net/tral. 
After the War he was organiser of the Outward 
Bound Trust, then Headmaster of an Army 
School in Germany, Headmaster of St Andrew's 
College, Grahamstown, South Africa, Warden 
of the Pestalozzi Village Settlement in Sussex 
where he cared for refugee children from his 
beloved Thibet, and finally he became the 
extremely popular Warden of Wa ntage Hall in 
lhe University of Reading. 

Freddie was a man of enduring optimism, as 
indeed he needed to be to survive in his life of 
physical striving and war-time activity. But be­
sides his great bodily vigour, he was untiringly 
helpful to younger people, encouraging them to 
make the best of themselves. His survival so to 
serve was the product of his immense personal 
courage and daring and resilience of spirit. 

Freddie Chapman was Sir .lames Wordie's 
pupil in the College and to him he (like many 
others) owed much in the beginning of his 
career in exploration and climbing. He took a 
Class III in Part I of the English Tripos in 1928 
and a Class III in the Historical Tripos Part Il 
in I929, but he was at heart a naturalist and 
lover of country. He married in early 1946 Faith 
Mary Townson, the Flight Officer who by 
radio had been his link with the outside world 
from the depths of the Malayan jungle. They 
had three sons, two of whom are recent gradu­
ates of the College. G.C.L.B. 



Mr. srn DRING 

s.c. Dring retired from the service of the College 
at the end of the summer vacation, 1 972. To 
generations of undergraduates and senior 
members, Sid, as he was affectionatel y cal led b y  
all, was a College i nstitution-and a very good 
one. Born in 1 9 1 0, he went to school at the 
Cambridge Central School (now the Grammar 
School) and joined the College as an apprentice 
cook i n  1 925 under the redoubtable Mrs Masters, 
who was then Kitchen Manageress: the Steward 
at the time was Ebenezer Cunningham. After 
six years he left the College to work in hotel s, 
then came back to Cambridge, first working i n  
the kitchens of St. Cathari ne's, and then joining 
St. John's as Larder Chef in 1 934. He remained 
in the Col lege service until  this year, apart for 
two short breaks. The first was his  war service 
with the R.A.F. He went to Normandy on the 
6th July 1 944 after two years at various stations 
in England and Scotland : went through to 
Germany, and later served in I ndia, returning to 
College in  1 946. I was then back from my own 
R.A.F. service in  India and was to become 
Steward later that year : I saw a lot of him 
officially in the next ten years, when he was 
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No. 2 to Mr Sadler, and I particularly remember 
his energy and hard work during Mr Sadler's 
enforced absence through il l-health. In 1 965 he 
was made Kitchen Manager and held that 
onerous and difficult post until his retirement. 

When, early last summer, some of us were 
thinking of some pleasant way of marking his 
retirement, it occurred to me that, strange 
though it may seem, there were-and indeed 
still  are-no less than nine men sti l l  living who 
have been Stewards of the College. Here are 
their names i n  order of succession : Ebenezer 
Cunningham, George Briggs, myself, Frank 
Thi stlethwaite, Harry Hinsley, Robert Hinde, 
Norman Henry, Jim Charles, and the present 
Steward, Denys Armstrong. It was thought it 
would be pleasant for as many of the nine as 
were available to give lunch to Sid and his wife 
Barbara (who for so many years, as Miss 
War boys, was the firm ruler of Tutors and their 
undergraduates). Onl y  three of the Stewards 
(Briggs, Thist lethwaite, and Charles) were unable 
to be present. The l unch was held in the B lue 
Boar. Afterwards I drove Ebenezer Cunningham 
home : he, i n  his ninety-first year, was i n  great 
form, and reminisced about his days as Steward, 
and the affairs of the Kitchens i n  previous years. 

Sid Dring always worked very hard, and i n  the 
endless staff troubles that every Kitchen organis­
ation i s  heir to, always solved them b y  doing 
other men's work as well. Sometimes it seemed 
that the whole Kitchen was a one man job. He 
was always approachable, always courteous and 
kind to undergraduates and Fellows, and always 
ready to make and receive suggestions from 
those planning meals. A few years ago I was 
giving a celebration meal for Colin and Jane 
Renfrew. They had recent ly  got married and 
CoIin, now Professor of Archaeology in  
Southampton, had been elected a Research 
Fellow of the College. I wanted a dish that 
could be called after the Renfrew excavations at 
Saliagos i n  the Greek islands, and I thought of 
something based on Peche Melba and Poire 
Bourguignone. We discussed this together and · 
the result was Les Poires SaIiagos which has now 
become one of the most often ordered sweets for 
Club Dinners. A simple recipe : Vanilla I cecream 
with pears i n  a blackcurrant syrup topped with 
spun sugar and served with fresh cream. 

Earlier this summer my wife and I wanted to 
give another celebration meal i n  College : this 
time to Jack and Esther Goody. It  was to 
celebrate Jack's election to the William Wyse 
Professorship of Social Anthropology, Esther's 
appointment to a Lectureship i n  Anthropology, 

and the publication of Jack' s The Myth of the 
8agre which he had dedicated to his two 
supervi sors, Hugh Sykes Davies, and myself. 
Dring and my wife and I got together-and it is 
a saddening tho ught to me that this is the last 
College meal I shall plan with Sid. I went to 
wish him farewell a few days before he and I 
went away on holiday i n  August and we talked 
about the Kitchens in the early thirties when I 
came up as an undergraduate, of kitchen­
porters with baize-covered trays balanced on 
their heads carrying meals out to lodgings well 
away from the College, and of the great Sunday 
breakfast parties of the twenties and thirties­
and none of us, l iving Stewards or Kitchen 
Managers, can remember the origin of the 
croustades St. Jean that were for so long a 
standard part of those breakfast parties. It i s  
good to remember what a great and generous 
service has been given to the College in the last 
half-century by men like Sadler and Dring who 
worked their way from bottom to top, from 
kitchen-boy and apprentice to Manager. They 
represent a rare and dedicated type of men, and 
we as a College remember gratefully our debt 
to them. 

G.E.D.  

Obituary 

Mr. H. G. RHODEN 

Harry George Rhoden " came up the hard way". 
He was born in Wigan, in 1 906, and was educated 
there at the local state school and later at Wigan 
Technical College. He served an apprenticeship 
at the Wigan Coal & Iron Company, and was 
awarded a Whitworth S cholarship in 1 927 
whi ch enabled him to return to the college full 
time and work for a London B.Sc. external, 
which he obtained with first class honours. 

The Whitworth Senior Scholarship which he 
won in 1 928 enabled him to enter St.John's and 
his  long, loyal association with the College 
began from that date. From John's he obtained 
a first class i n  the Mechanical Sciences Tripos i n  
1 930, achieving the criterion o f  success which he 
valued so much and which he enco uraged his 
students to value similarly. To become a Johnian 
engineer in the forties, fifties and sixties was to be 
taught by the best supervi sors then in Cambridge 
personally selected b y  Rhoden. To become a 
"Johnian, first class" was to receive the unique 
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seal of approval in Rhoden' s eyes, and indeed in  
the eyes of a wide section of the engineering 
community. The peak of Harry Rhoden's 
teaching career was probably achieved in 1 947, 
when the names of seven Johnians appeared i n  
the first class list i n  the new Part I I  o f  the 
Mechanical Sciences Tripos. This achievement 
emphasi sed the strength of engineering i n  the 
college and reflected the care exercised by 
Rhoden and his colleagues i n  selecting st udents, 
together with their devotion to teaching. 

Rhoden's teaching was soundly based on his 
long experience in  i ndustry, as an apprentice 
and later as a graduate engi neer with Metro­
politan Vickers in Manchester, where he worked 
from 1 930 to 1 938 on the design and development 
of turbines and compressors. He returned to 
Cambridge shortly  before the war, first as a 
demonstrator, then lect urer, and was elected 
into a fel lowship in 1 94 1 .  His subsequent 
promotion to reader in 1 955 reflected not only 
his  teaching and admini strative ability but a lso 
his sustained careful research on the effect of 
Reynolds' number on the flow through axial­
flow compressors. This work, published in fi nal 



form in 1 956, is a most substantial piece of 
experimental aerodynamic research, internation­
ally recognised as the most authoritative record 
of Reynolds' number effects in compressor 
cascades. 

Rhoden loved his life in Cambridge, his home 
and family, his college and his department, and 
was as a result a happy man. He was proud of 
his Lancastrian origin, listening with pleasure 
each year at the Commemoration Service for the 
reference to the benefactor from Wigan. He 
maintained several close friendships with former 
colleagues in Manchester, with whom he 
holidayed in the Lake District at Easter, for 
many years. He was a soccer player of no mean 
ability in his younger days and followed several 
sports-soccer, rugby league and cricket-in 
later years, taking delight in appearing with his 
elder daughter in a photograph in the Times as 
appreciative spectators when England finally 
regained the Ashes at the Oval after the war. 

In the late fifties he took great pleasure in 
planning a new house and garden in Clarkson 
Close. Devoted to his family, the inner happiness 
he achieved after a hard early life and after 
losing his first wife in 1 949 was reflected in his 
dealings with all those with whom he came into 
contact. H is advice, frequently sought and 

freely given, was considered and to the point, 
and his influence on academic and industrial 
engineering through his many pupils, was 
immense. The Commonwealth Year Book lists 
upwards of a dozen Johnian professors of 
engineering in U.K.  universities, most of whom 
passed through Rhoden's hands. H is kindness, 
tact and humour were a great help in any 
difficult situation arising in the Engineering 
Department, and his solidity and wisdom made 
him a valuable member of the College Council 
for many years. 

In the last few years he was not fully fit, but 
few realised this for he continued to give his all 
in the Department, taking a full teaching load 
and maintaining the unity of the thermodynamics 
group, to which he attached great importance. 

Cambridge is a great university and St. John's 
a great college because of the calibre of men 
l ike Harry Rhoden. His achievements lie not so 
much in published work but in the shaping of the 
careers of the hundreds of young men who came 
to John's because it offered the best in engineering 
teaching, under the quiet influence of one of the 
kindest of men. 

J.H.H. 

College Chronicle 

T H E  A D A M S  S O C I E T Y  
President :  P .  M .  H .  WILSON 

Vice-President: o. J. ALOOUS 

Secretary : G. A. KALORKOTI 

Treasurer : J. PROCTOR 

The term started well with Dr. W. B. R. Lickorish 
giving a talk to a large gathering on "Topo­
logical Collapse." The other two speakers this 
term will be Professor Kendall and Dr. Smithies. 

In the Lent term we will have four speakers 
instead of the usual three. These are Professor 
Cassels, Dr. Weiss, Professor Sir James Lighthill 
and Dr. Conway. Readers with good memories 
will remember that Professor H oyle had offered to 
give a talk, but as he has now left Cambridge, he 
is not able to do so. 

The Fiftieth Anniversary Dinner, otherwise 
known as the Sixteenth Triennial Dinner, Part 
Two, will take place in Hall on Saturday the 24th 
of March 1 973. 

GEORGE KALORKOTI 

M U S I C A L  S O C IETY 

President: M R  G .  H .  GUEST 

Musical Director: M R  I. M. KEMP 

Senior Treasurer : OR O. L. FROST 

Secretary : JONATHAN RENNERT 

Orchestral Conductor : ANTHONY WOOOHOUSE 

Orchestral Secretary : PHILlP BOOTH 

Choral Society Secretary : ROGER HARRISON 

Committee Members : MICHAEL EARLE, 

ANOREW SMITH 

Larger audiences, more ambitious events, wider 
publicity and the refounding of the Choral 
Society have marked this year's activities so far. 

A new committee has looked into every aspect 
of the Society's work, .and a full  programme is 
planned for the coming terms. During the 
Michaelmas Term, Smoking Concerts were held 
in the New Music Room (one, performed 
entirely by Freshmen, gave an idea of the large 
number of good musicians in their first year), and 
at the time of writing, a choral and orchestral 
concert is scheduled to include Mendelssohn's 
'Italian' Symphony and Weill's 'The Lindbergh 
Flight'. 

JONATHAN RENNERT 

W O R D S W O R  TH S O C IE T Y  

After a somewhat quiet year, the Wordsworth 
Society resumed its activities this term with two 
meetings. 

The first, on October 24th, was at the invitation 
of Messrs George Watson and Hugh Sykes 
Davies who, in front of a sizeable audience in 
Mr Watson's rooms, gave an experimental 
reading of The Ancient Mariner. The 'experi­
mental' aspect was to read the verse interspersed 
with the prose gloss which Coleridge added some 
time after the poem's first publication. Mr Davies 
read the poety in a tone of restrained care which 
did not prevent him from speaking at some 
considerable speed, and Mr Watson caught the 
precise mood of the prose illuminations with his 
clipped enunciation. The whole escapade was 
recorded, not without manual dexterity, by 
Mr Davies ; and the backing was provided, not 
without some incongruity, by Thelonius Monk. 

The second venture of the term, and a novel 
one in recent times at least, was to invite 
members of the college and their guests to a 
meeting in the splendid setting of Merton Hall 
lounge, where people would read their own 
compositions. The meeting was compassionately 
guided by the Society's President, and though the 
intervals between readings were accompanied by 
the nervous passage of wine bottles, the 
atmosphere was generally fairly relaxed. Short 
stories predominated, but there were other 
offerings including poetry, a strongly visual 
account of an ascent of Scafell Pike, and an 
exercise in l inguistics. Much of what was read 
was stimulating and entertaining, and this is  
clearly an r area of activity that the Society 
has ignored for too long. Perhaps the greatest 
merit of the meeting was the opportunity to 
exchange creative ideas, something which is not 
provided for in any satisfactory way by either the 
college or the university. 

In conclusion, we wish Mr Watson a relaxing 
sabbatical term, and welcome back Dr Frost. 
What you lose on the roundabout . . . .  

A. F. 



Correspondence 

To the College Council 

Sirs, 

St John's College 
Cambridge 
26 March 1973 

I have recently been startled to see that the statue of Lady Margaret in First Court had had 
her surrounds daubled in a sky-blue gloss paint. Although the dial she replaced and the 
�tone,,:ork of the portal �eneath would have been painted, I had always imagined our most 
IllustrIOUS Benefactress wIthout cosmetics. Certainly there is no record of any embellishment 
when the figure was erected in 16 74. 

I a� c�rious to know what is the historical witness to the monument being anything other 
than vlfgm stone? 

Is it the intention of the Council that the statue, for so long naked, should be coated in 
the un.ifor� of our plastic age ? Has the Council suddenly been struck by some intrinsic 
attractIOn. m n,ovelty ? The colour leads one to suspect either a vulgar affirmation of loyalty 
to the UOlverslty or an equally tasteless assertion of faith in the Tory Party. 

Even if the College authorities are not above such things, surely our Foundress is ? 

Dear Acolyte, 

Yours faithfully, 

Acolyte to Bishop Fisher 

The Bursary 

St John's College 
Cambridge 
20 April 1973 

Thank you for your letter of 26 March concerning the statue of the Lady Margaret in the 
First Court, which I communicated to the Council at its meeting yesterday. While the Council 
was sympathetic to deeply held aesthetic beliefs and glad to take note of them it felt that such 
beliefs were very much a matter of personal opinion and that it should itself t�ke no action in 
the matter beyond communicating the contents of your letter to the Junior Bursar. 

Yours sincerely, 

Secretary to the Council 

I repose myself in silentio, et in spe. Aco!. Fish. t 

ObituClry 
� 

Louis Seymour Bazett LEAKEY 

Louis Leakey was born at Kabete, Kenya on the 
7 August 1 903, the son of Canon Leakey of the 
Church Missionary Society in Kenya. He died in 
London on the 1 st October, 1 972. He was brought 
up with the native Kikuyu, as he records in the 
first volume of his autobiography, White African 
(1 937). After school at Weymouth College he 
came up to St. Johns, first reading Part I of the 
Modern and Mediaeval Languages Tripos (in 
French and Kikuyu), and then the Archaeological 
and Anthropological Tripos. He took his Ph.D 
in African prehistory, became a Research Fellow 
of the College, and in 1 966 was made an 
Honorary Fellow. He spent the greater part of 
his working life working in Kenya, first as 
Curator of the Coryndon Memorial Museum in 
Nairobi and later as Honorary Director of the 
National Centre of Prehistory and Palaeontology 
in Nairobi. He founded the Pan-African Congress 
on Prehistory of which he was general secretary 
from 1 947-51 and President from 1 955-59. 

His work revolutionised our knowledge of 
African prehistory and his discoveries of early 
hominids completely changed the picture of the 
evolution of early man. Charles Darwin had 
speculated that Africa might be the continent 
where man had come into existence; and 
Leakey's fieldwork seems to have shown this 
guess to have been very sound. 

His early discoveries are published in The 
Stone Age Cultures of Kenya (193 1), The Stone­
Age Races of Kenya (1 935) and Stone-Age 
Africa (1936). From 1 959 onwards he and his 
wife Mary and their sons worked on the now 
famous site of Olduvai where were found the 
first remains of a hominid named Homo habilis 
dated by the potassium/argon method to 1.7 
million years ago, and the skull of one of the 
makers of the Acheulian culture which he named 
Homo erectus. It is true to say that no man has 

hitherto made more contributions to the direct 
discovery of early man and his ancient culture. 

Honours were showered on him : the Cuthbert 
Peek prize of the Royal Geographical Society, 
the Rivers Memorial Medal of the Royal 
Anthropological Institute, the Viking Medal of 
the Wenner-Gren Foundation and the Prestwich 
Medal of the Geological Society of London. He 
received honorary degrees in the Universities of 
Oxford, California, East Africa and Guelph. He 
was an Honorary Life member of the New York 
Academy of Science, and was made a Fellow of 
the British Academy in 1 958. The Kenya 
authorities are setting up at Nairobi a special 
museum and research institute and it is to be 
called 'The Louis Leakey Memorial Institute for 
African Prehistory'. The decision to call it this 
was described in 1 972 by Professor T. R. 
Odhiambo, Chairman of the Museum Trustees, 
as 'a humble tribute to a person who was 
undoubtedly one of the great men of this century'. 

Louis Leakey was a man of very wide interests 
and a great lover of animals, both domestic and 
wild. He was an enthusiastic and inspiring 
teacher and himself a most accomplished flint­
knapper. His three-volume anthropological study 
of the Kikuyu is being printed now. A con­
troversialist working in so many fields, he 
attracted many enemies as he did many friends. 
He never paused to regard his own remarkable 
career with its astonishing discoveries : he never 
thought of himself as a great man. He was 
always modest and sensible regarding his work 
as a matter of perserverance and luck. But it 
was the result of complete dedication, great hard 
work, unflagging energy and the highest sense of 
purpose. 

GLYN DANIEL 



O b itu ary 

P RO FE S SO R  E A WAL K E R  

E r i c  Ande r s on W a l k e r  w a s  a L ondoner  b y  b i r t h ; an Oxonian  b y  
a c a d em i c  o r i g in ; a South A f r i ca n  b y  a c a d e m i c  c a l l i n g  and i n t e re s t s  -
h e  w a s  appo i n t e d  t o  t h e  C h a i r  o f  Modern H i s t o r y  a t  C a p e  T own q t  t h e  
a g e  o f  2 4  - and a C an t ab r i dg i an w i th d i s t i n gu i s h e d  t enure o f  t h e  
V e r e  H armswo r t h  p r o fe s io r s h i p  o f  I mp e r i a l  a n d  Nava l H i s t o ry 1 9 3 6 - 5 1  
and F e l l ow s h i p  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  from 1 9 3 6  t i l l  h i s  re turn i n  1 9 6 8  t o  
South A fr i c a , w h e r e  h e  d i ed i n  F e b r uary th i s  y e a r . 

E r i c  W a l k e r  h a d  two domi n a n t  i n t e r e s t s , rowi n g  and S outh A fr i ca . 
He w a s  a L e ander o ar sman , a f am i l i ar f i gure  c o a c h i ng on t h e  towpa t h  
and a t  Henl ey , expe c t i n g  from c rews t h e  ful l  r ig our o f  t ra di t i o n a l  
t r a i n i n g  a n d  n o t  c o nc e a l i n g  h i s  chagr i n  w h e n  h e  de t e c t e d  l ap s e s  from 
i t !  The LMBC h ave had few more l oy a l  supp o r t e r s . 

I n  m i d d l e  age , w i th h i s  f a i r  h a i r  and t a l l ,  a t h l e t i c  b ui l d ,  
W a l k e r  w a s  a ve r i t ab l e  Adon i s , a s  I found w e l l  rememb e re d  i n  C ap e  
T o w n  t h i rty y e a r s  a f t e r  h e  h a d  l e f t . He c a r r i e d  th i s  a i r  o f  f i n e , 
s ch o l a r l y  d i s t i n c t i o n  i nt o  h i s  l at e r  y e a r s  and , t o  my t h i nk i ng , 
though n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  t o  h i s , i t  w a s  captured i n  Rup e r t  Shephard ' s  
p o rt r a i t  o f  h i m  a g a i n s t t h e  b ac k g round o f  b ooks  i n  h i s  s tudy a t  The 
End Hous e ,  S e lwyn G ardens . He w a s  f r i endly and w e l coming t o  newcome r s , 
ve ry much a t  home i n  C omb i n a t i o n  Room conve r s a t i on , b ut p l ayed 
compar a t i ve l y  l i tt l e  part in th e de l i b e ra t i on s  of Boards and C o mm i t te e s  
for  wh i ch , i n de e d , a t ouch o f  impa t i ence  i n  h i s  mak e - up l e f t  h i m  
t emperament a l l y  n o t  a l to g e t h er we l l - f i tt e d . 

I t  i s  for h i s  wr i t i n g s  o n  South A f r i c a n  h i s to ry , however , t h a t  
E r i c  Wa l k e r  w i l l  b e  rememb er e d . Here h e  w a s  a p ionee r ,  h i s  s pe c i a l i s t  
s tu d i e s , p a r t  b i og raph i c a l  o n  L o r d  d e  V i l l i ers and W P S c h r e i n e r  and 
h i s  e p i c  o n  the G r e a t  T re k , now in i ts 4th e d i t io n , o p e n i n g  up n ew 
f i e l ds i n  te rms o f  s c h o l a r l y  and b a l an c e d  p r e s en t a t i o n  o f  a controve r s i a l  
pa s t .  H i s  more g e n e r a l  h i s to r i es p roved de s e rv e d l y  p o pu l ar and h e  a l s o  
e d i t e d  t h e  S outh A fr i c a n  vo l ume i n  t h e  C amb r i dg e  H i s t o r y  o f  the B r i t i sh 
Emp i r e  for  wh i ch th ere was a c o n t i nu i n g  demand . A l l  o f  W a l k e r ' s  South 
A fr i can h i s t o r i c a l  work w a s  founded upon mas t e ry o f  d e ta i l  woven into a 
c l o s e l y  cons t r u c t e d  narrat i v e . Wh ere a younger generat i on were apt  t o  
l ook  fo r m o r e  c r i t i ca l  p rob i ng s , s o c i o - e c onom i c  i n s i gh t s  a n d  A f r i c an i s t  
p e rs p e c t i ve s , W a l k e r  k e p t  t o  h i s  own approach , h i s  own s ty l e  and h i s  own 
i nt e rp re t a t i on . Th a t  i n t e rp r e t a t i on drew s u s t enance from the C ap e  
t r ad i t i o n  wh i ch h e  a b s orbed i n  h i s  mo s t  p roduc t i ve years . ' I ' m a 
l ib e r a l ! '  was  t h e  phras e ,  t r i umphan t l y  de l i ve r e d , w i th wh i c h  h e  w a s  apt  
t o  c o n c l ude d i s cus s i o n s  on South A f r i can a f fa i rs . Wha t  is  more , h e  s a i d  
i t  i n  South A f r i ca a s  we l l  a s  i n  t h e  s e c lu s i on o f  t h e  Comb inat i o n  Room , 

, . 

J • 

a s  s ome reco rds b e fore  me , d a t i n g  from the e a r l y  f i ft i e s , t e s t i fy .  A 
l a s t  a cadem i c  f l avour o f  the man , h i s  m i n d ,  and the range o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t s l 
and e x p e r i ence , i s  to b e  found i n  h i s  Rev i ew A r t i c l e  on K e i th Hancock ' s  
b io graphy o f  G e ne r a l  Smu t s  i n  T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Journa l 1 9 6 8  (Vo l 1 1 ,  No . 3 ) . 

, N o th i ng more b e f i t t ed W a l k e r ' s  c l o s i n g  y e a r s  than the Honorary 
D e g r e e s  c o n f e r r e d  upon h im by t h e  U n i ve r s i t i es o f  C ap e  Town , W i t w a t e r s r and 
and , p o s t humous l y ,  o f  N a t a l . I n  South A f r i can h i s t o r i c a l  wr i t i n g  h e  had 
opened a way : it  w a s  f o r  o t h e r s , t ak ing advant a g e  of i t ,  t o  make t h e i r  
a cknow l e dgement and t o  hew out t h e i r  own .  

N Man s e rgh 
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The New Rev iew 
The r e d- b l ooded T o r i e s  are  ma s s i ng for a counte r - a t t a c k  - o r  

t h i s  i s  t h e  i m p re s s ion they are  t ry i ng to  c r e a t e .  Th e new Cambr i dg e  

R e v i e w  p r o c l a ims i t s e l f  ' re s t o r a t i o n i s t ' .  T h e  wo r d  s pe a k s  [o r . 
i t s e l f  b u t  amongs t o th e r  th i n g s  s i gn i f i e s  ' a  re s t o r e r  o f  d 1 l ap 1 d a t e d  

b u i l di �gs ' .  The maga z i ne h a s  c e r t a i n ly u�de rgone co� s i de rab l e  
. 

s t ruc t ur a l  and deco r a t i ve chang e s . C e r t a 1 n l y  t h e re 1 S  an ob s e s s 1 o� 
wi th  a r ch i t e c t u re - the l a s t  two i s s u e s  h ave p roduced two 1 n t e re s t 1ng 

a r t i c l e s  o n  ' A r ch i t e c ture and Mo r a l i ty '  by D J Watk i n , and a n o t  
unj us t i f i e d  a t t a ck on the  H i s t o ry F a cu l ty �u i l d i ng . T h e  l a t t e r  i s  

run o f  t h e  m i l l  c r i t i c i sm b u t  Wat k 1 n ' s  a r t 1 c l e s  are  n e a r e r  t o  the 
de t e rm in e d l y  i c ono c l as t ic s p i r i t  o f  the  Revi ew . 

Any maga z i ne wh i c h  s e t s  o u t  to documen� ' C amb r i dg e  l i fe '  � a s  
th i s  doe s , i n e v i tab l y  runs ag a in s t  the ques t I on whe t h e r  t h e re 1 S  

. 
anyth i ng s o  p a r t i cu l a r l y  s p e c i a l  about C amb r i dge a s  t o  me : 1 t  w r I t I ng 
about . I t  i s  a d i f f i c u l t  course  b e tween the Scy l l a  o f  aV I d  
i s o l a t i o n i s m  and t h e  Charyb d i s  o f  fatuous un i ve r s a l i ty .  The l a s t 
t h r e e  i s s ues  o f  the Camb r i dg e  R e v i e w  h ave i n d i c a t e d  the  ex i s t ence 
o f  t h i s  p a s s age : t h ey h ave fa i l e d  t o  n a v i g a t e  i t . 

Watk i n ' s  ar t i c l e s , the b o ok r e v i ews ( fo r  examp l e  o f  M J Cow l ing ' s  
' Im p a c t  of Hi t l e r ' and P a u l  Add i s on ' s  ' R o a d  t o  1 9 4 5 ' 

. have i n d i c a t e d  
a fac t wh i ch h a s  never b e e n  i n  doub t ,  t h a t  Camb r 1 dge 1 S  capab le  o f  
fue l l i ng u s e fu l  a c a demi c  cont rove r s y : t h e  Revi ew h a s  s uc c e e de d  i n

. reproduc i n g  i t  on pape r .  Such a r t i c l e s  h ave , howeve r , o n l y  occu� l e d  
a s ma l l  p ropo r t i on o f  t h e  s pace . F o r  t h e  r e s t  w e  have b e � n a s s a 1 l e d  
by a r t i c l e s  b e a t i n g  a s l ack - s k i nn e d  drum -

.
such a s

.
an art � c l e  

l ament i ng t h e  p a s s i ng o f  t h e  gown and a s l I g h t l y  d 1 s t re � s l ng t e ndency 
to f i g h t  the b a t t l e s  o f  the l a s t  ce ntury . Thus we are 1 n fo :med . t h a t  
" H a n s  Kling den i e s  P a p a l  i n fa l l i b i l i ty b u t  s u f fers  n o  e c c l e s 1 a s t � c a l  
pena l ty " . One c a n  o n l y  w i l t  w i th ama z emen t a t  Mr  KUng ' s  p re c o c 1 t y . 

Qui t e  r i gh t l y  a cont r i b u t o r  h a s  c r i t i c i s e d  the ' s our  l i t t l e
. p i e ce s ' p r oduce d by t h e  maga z i ne s  o f  t h e  r adi c a l  l e ft , � ut the  R e v � e w  

s eems i n  dang e r  o f  fa l l i n g  i n t o  the s ame t rap . T h e  radI c a l  l e ft 1 S , 
on t h e  who le , a t i re d  l o o k i n g  punch b a g  and we are  none t h e  b e t t e r  
o f f  fo r b e i ng t o l d ,  i n  approp r i a t e l y  s h o cked t ones , t h a t  a n  SCM 
pub l i c a t i on w i th the approp r i a t e l y  l ax a t ive  n ame of 'Mov em e n t ' ,  h a s  
d i s c e rn e d  s i gns o f  the i mmi nent K i ng dom o f  Heaven i n  Cub a  .

. 
W e  a :e 

t o l d  t h a t  the R e v i e w  h a s  " now happ i ly r e c o v e r e d  from the  s I l ly - b l l l y s  
w h o  ( h a v e )  c a n t e d  there i n  o f  Ch i na and Cub a t h e s e  s even y e a r s "  .

. I ron i ca l ly , i n  the  l a s t  f i v e  i s s ue s  o f  i t s e x i s tence the o l d  R e v & e w  
produced n o t  a s in g l e  a r t i c l e  on C h i n a  o r  Cub a :  t h e  new , r e l nv l g o r a t e d  
R e v i e w  h a s  a l r e a dy p ro duce d one , o n  C h i n a . 

Whe t h e r  o r  n o t  one a g r e e s  w i th the edi t o r i a l  l i ne o f  the  
Camb r i dg e  R e v i e w  it  i s  at  the  moment i mpo s s i b l e  t o  i gn o re i t . I f  
i t  occup i e d  l e s s  s p a c e  i n  favour o f  ma t e r i a l  o f  more l a s t i n g  w o r t h  
i t  wou l d  b e t t e r  fu l f i l  i t s  o r i g i n a l  i nt ent ion . At the  momen t w e  
are  t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  r e p o r t s  o f  U n i o n  Soc i e ty deb a t e s  . . . . .  

E C ou l s o n 
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Obitu ary 
MR E BENEZE R C UNNINGHAM 

E b en e z e r  C unn i n g h am ( 1 8 81-19 7 7 )  w a s  b orn in Hackney . H i s  
father w a s  a c ab i n e t  make r .  H e  w e n t  t o  Owen ' s  School , I s l i n g t on , 
and in 1 8 9 8  won a s cholars h i p  i n  Mathemat i c s  at St . John ' s  C ol l e g e .  
He was prob ab l y  t aught b y  R R Webb , t h e  la s t  of t h e  gre a t  coache s .  He 
w a s  Se n i or Wrang l er in 1 9 0 2  and a Sm i t h ' s  Pri zeman in 1 9 04 , when h e  
was e l e c t e d  t o  a F e llow s h i p .  H e  w a s  t h e  la s t  John i an Sen i or Wrang l er 
and t h e  l as t  s urv i v i n g  unbra c k e t e d  one from any C o l le g e . He a l s o  
row e d  i n  t h e  s e con d  L e n t  b oat i n  1 9 0 3 , t h e  f irs t L en t  a n d  s e cond May 
boa t s  i n  1 9 04 .  

A f t e r  holding l e c t ure s h i p s  a t  L i v e rpool and Un i ve rs i t y  C o l le g e , 
L on don , he re turn e d  t o  St . John ' s  a s  a C olle g e  L e c t urer for t h e  May 
Term of 1 9 1 1 .  The unus u a l  mon th n e e d s  s om e  exp l an a t i on .  C oa c h i n g  for 
pros p e c t i v e  wran g l ers had d i s ap p e ared , and Webb had b e come a colleg e  
l e c turer , b u t  h a d  a breakdown i n  t h e  L e n t  Term and w a s  unab l e  t o  
con t inue ; Cun n i n g h am rep l a c e d  h i m .  

The oth e r  c olle g e  le c turers w e re Drs H F Baker and T J I ' A 
Bromw i ch . The t hree t aught for t h e  whol e of Math ema t i c s P art I and 
Sch e d u l e  A of P art 11, b e s i de s  g i v in g  advanced lec tures for Sche dule B 
and a t e rri f i c  l oad of e x am i n i ng: abou t  twenty papers for t h e  C o l l e g e  
and re g u l ar l y  two or more for t h e  Trip os e s . St . John ' s  a t  t h a t  t im e  
w a s  t h e  only c olleg e  t h a t  prov i de d  l e c t ure s for t h e  whole o f  Part I 
and Sc h e du l e  A ;  e v e n  Trin i t y men c ame t o  Baker ' s  Theory of Fun c t i on s . 
Cunn ing h am i n c l ud e d  a c ours e on Sp h er i c a l  A s tronomy (s i n c e  regre t t ab ly 
aban d on e d ) , and a Sc h e du l e  B on e on adva n c e d  Dynam i c s . Th i s  h a d  b e e n  
i n  t h e  l i s t of s ub j e c t s  for s ome ye ars , b u t  th ere h a d  b e e n  no lec ture s . 
Several m e n  i n  my y e ar of f ered i t , and Cun n i n gham g a v e  on e at s h ort 
not i c e . 

Colle g e s  h a d  t heir own e x amin a t i on s  ye arly (known a s  May s )  b u t  
t h e  t roub le i n  s e t t i n g  papers w a s  grea t l y  re du c e d  a f t e r  1 9 1 8  b y  t h e  
i n troduc t i on of a j o i n t  I n t e rco l le g i a t e  Exam i n a t i on i n  t h e  s e c on d  y e a r ,  
l arg ely o n  C unnin g h am ' s  i n i t i a t i ve ; t h i s  b e c ame t h e  Pre l i m i n ary 
Exam i n a t i on of t h e  Un i versity lat er. 

W i t h  t h e  tran s fe re n c e  of mos t  le c t urers to t h e  Un i v ers i t y  
Cunn i ng h am b e c ame a Un i vers i t y  L e c t urer i n  1 9 26 and h e l d  t h e  post 
t i l l  h i s  re t i remen t in 1 9 4 6 .  For many ye ars h e  l e c tured on 
E l e c t ri c i t y  and Magne t i s m and other s ub j e c t s  in App l i e d Mathema t i c s  
for t h e  Mathema t i c a l  Tripos and t h e  clari t y  of h i s  le c t ures w a s  mu c h  
appre c i a t e d .  He w a s  an ex c ellen t  superv i s or ;  on e former pup i l , w h o  
put a que s t i on t o  h i m abou t  t h e  Tripos , remembers t h e  rep l y: " You ' re 
not i n t ere s t e d i n  e x ams , you ' re i n t ere s t e d  i n  mathemat i c s " .  Anot her 
s a ys , " I t  was s e e ing t h e  Se n i or Wran g l er i n  a c tion".  

He  w a s  a p i one e r  ( I  t hink the p i on e er) i n  in trodu c i ng the The ory 
of Re l a t ivity t o  England. He g av e  l e c t ure s on i t  for s e veral y e ars 
(ou t s i d e the T ripos cours e s )  and pub l i s h e d  two book s , "The Pri n c i ple 
of Rel a tivit y "  (C U P, 1914 ) and " Relat i v i t y  and the E l e c t ron The ory" 
(Longm ans , 1 9 1 5 ,  19 2 1 ) . lie had 5 papers on t h i s  b efore t h e  b ook s ; 
one of t h e s e  w a s  a deep s t udy of t h e  trans format i on prop ert i e s  of 
Maxwel l ' s  equ a t i on s .  A l s o h e  i n v e n t e d  an a e t her where e v ery t h i n g  
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moved w i t h  t he vel o c i t y  o f  l i ght , he made an i mp o r t an t  co rrec t i on t o  
t h e  interpret a t i on o f  F i zeau ' s  exper i men t o n  t h e  velo c i ty o f  l ight  in  
a mo ving med i u m ,  and con t r i buted t o  t he d i s cu s s i on o f  t he mas s  o f  a 
mo v ing elec t ron . 

The lec t u res , the f i r s t  b o o k  and t he f i r s t  ed i t i on o f  the 
second dea l t  ent i re l y  w i t h  t he "s pec i al t heo ry ' of E in s tein , s t a ted 
o r i g in a l l y  in 1 905 . The l as t  one h a s  a chap ter o f  E i n s te i n ' s  l a ter 
theory , wh i ch i n cludes g r av i t at i on . The books d i f fer f rom mo s t  
a c c oun t s  in  the emph as i s  on comp a r i s on o f  theory w i t h  exper i ment a t  
every s t age . I t  i s  h a r d  t o  see i n  mo s t  a c coun t s  j us t  how much of the 
t heo ry i s  d i rec t l y  requ i red by exper i ment a l  evi dence and how muc h , 
appa rently , by pure thought .  

H i s o the r papers dea l w i th many s ub j ec t s : theory o f  d i fferen t i a l  
equa t i on s , a s ymp to t i c  expan s i on s , and t he v i s cous  res i s t ance t o  a 
c l oud o f  part i cles in a f lu i d .  

I n  t he 1 9 20 ' s  he gave another course o n  wo rk done o n  the 
C ont i nen t : Max B o rn ' s  t heory o f  the dynam i c s  of c ry s t als , t a k ing 
a c c ount o f  the i r  l a t t i ce s t ru c t ure . Th i s ,  l i ke E in s te i n ' s  befo re 
1 9 15 ,  or even before 1 9 1 9 , w a s  l i t tle known in  t h i s  coun t ry , but i s  
now part  o f  a w i dely s tud ied b r anch o f  phy s i c s . ( In 1 9 3 3  a fter 
H i t ler ' s  r i se to power Born came t o  C amb r i dge and was g i ven r i gh t s  
a t  b o t h  St . John ' s and C a ius . )  

Bes i des h i s  s c i en t i fi c  work , he t o o k  a g reat part  i n  C o l lege 
a f fa i rs . He was Tut o r i al Bur s a r  from 1 9 2 1  to 1 9 35 .  Ab out 1 9 2 3  t he 
aud i t o r s  noted a l o s s  o f  about £ 3 000 i n  a yea r ' s  work ing o f  t he 
C o llege K i t chen . A s  Glover s a i d  at t he annu al meet i n g  o f  t he 
Govern i n g  Body , th i s  was equiva lent t o  a lo s s  o f  15 Fe l l ows h ips  
(at  t he v a l ue o f  money then ) . The ma i n  comp l a in t  w a s  about 

ext ravagance . A new K i t c hen Manager , Mrs Mas ter s , was appo i n ted and 
C unn ingham bec ame S teward unt i l  1 9 35 .  The K i t c hens were als o  
recons t r u c ted . Somehow they pu l led t h rough . The Kit chens had been 
no ted f o r  t he abundance of a r a re s pec ies  o f  c o c k r o ach , wh i c h  d i s ­
appeared in  the p roces s . He w a s  a l s o  a Tut o r  f o r  two year s  and he 
was Jun i o r  Burs a r  f rom 1 9 45 to 1 9 4 7 .  Many Fel l ows  w i l l  remember h i s  
wonder ful Cha i rman s h i p  a t  t he t i me o f  the ele c t i on o f  t he present 
Mas ter . 

He was an a c t i ve member o f  Emmanuel Congreg a t i o n a l  Church (now 
U n i ted Reformed ) and was C h a i rman o f  the Congreg a t i on a l  Un i on o f  
Eng l and a n d  Wales in 1 953 when h i s  fr i en d s  enj oyed seeing h i m  in  
court dres s in  the C o rona t i on p r o ces s i on a t  Wes t m i n s ter Abbey . 

F rom the t ime o f  t he Boer War he w a s  a c onvinced p ac i f i s t  and 
du r i ng the 1 9 1 4- 1 9 1 8  war he wo rked on t he l and . 

He marr ied Ada Coll i n s  in 1 9 0 8 ; s he d ied in 1 9 6 9 . They 
wel comed many gener a t ions  of John i an s  w i t h  w a rm ho s p i t al i t y  t o  I Ways i de ,  S t o rey ' s  Way ; t hey w i l l  remember the hbnd-loom on w h i ch Ada . 
made beaut i fu l  text i les . Nea rly t o  the end o f  h i s  l i fe Ebenezer 
cont inued to make fine rug s . He ret a ined h i s  hea r ing and mental 
a c u i t y  to the end .  He b o re inc reas ing b l indnes s cour ageous l y  and was 
he l ped in t h i s by h i s  l i fe l ong interes t i n  mus i c .  H i s  b ro ther, 
G D Cunn ingham was a we l l  known organ i s t  and conduc t o r . 
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H i s  d aughter B a rb a r a  became qua l i f ied i n  Med i c i ne ( G i rton 
1 9 3 1 - 4 ;  s he is  ma r r ied t o  P r o fes s o r  R i ch a r d  Browne , Un i vers i ty o f  
Newc a s t le upon Tyne) . H i s  son Mor r i s , a l s o  a John i an , (Mo ral 
Sc iences 1 9 35- 8 )  is  the P r i n c i p a l  C l in i c al Ch i l d  P sycho l o g i s t  a t  the 
C r i ch ton Royal Ho s p i t a l , Dumf r ies . There a re seven g r an d ch ildren . 

I n  1 9 75 ,  after the dea t h  o f  h i s  devoted housekeepe r , Ebenezer 
d i v i ded h i s  t ime between h i s  d aughter and s on .  He d ied at C o rb r i dge , 
No rthumber l and , a fter b reak ing a t h i gh on Feb rua ry 1 2 .  

A l i s t  o f  h i s  pub l i s hed work  i s  i n  t he C o l l ege L ib r a ry . 

H J 
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O b ituary 

P . H . G . H- S .  Hart l ey 

Perc iva l  Hub ert Graham Horton- Smith Hart l ey ,  the ' Grand O l d  
Man ' o f  the Lady Margaret Boat C lub , d i e d  i n  January 1 9 7 7  a t  the 
age of 80 . He was not on ly  one of the fines t  oarsmen to h ave 
rowed fo r our c lub but a l s o  a const ant and kind-hearted friend  to 
o arsmen young and o l d .  Hubert  came from a John i an fam i l y :  h i s  . 
father ,  a d i s t ingui shed phys i c i an ,  was a s omet ime F e l l ow o f  the 
C o l l ege . He began h i s  rowing at E ton and had a p l ace in the Col l ege 
V I I I  i n  1 9 1 5 .  The s ame year he was e l e cted to an Ent rance Schol ar­
sh ip  at St . John ' s ,  but l ike so many o f  his contemporaries  he put 
as i de h i s  s cho l a s t i c  career to s e rve in the Great War and he came to 
the Co l lege fo l lowing the Armi s t i ce as a C apt ain in the Reserve o f  
t he Co l dst ream Guards . For four years , 1 9 1 9 - 2 2 ,  he s troked both the 
L ady Margaret May Boat and the Un ivers i ty V I I I .  He was e l ected 
C apta in o f  LMBC for 1 9 1 9 - 2 0  and the fo l lowing ye ar Pres i dent of  the 
Univers i ty C l ub .  Al though L ady Margaret during these years did not 
meet with the overwhelming succe s s  we have perhaps come today to 
e xpect of the c l ub - they we re never hi gher than third on the river _ 
h i s  out s t anding ab i l i t i e s  as a rac ing s t roke cannot be gains a i d .  
He l e d  Camb ri dg e  crews t o  v ic tory a t  both Henl ey and t h e  Inter-A l l ied  
P eace Regatta  on the Se ine i n  1 9 1 9 . After  the resumpt ion o f  the  
Boat  Race  in 1 9 20 ,  he s t roked Cambr i dge t o  three  succes s i ve victories  
over  Oxford . Exactly half  a century ear l i e r  another great  Lady 
Margaret s troke , J . H . D .  Go l d i e , had achieved the s ame feat . Hub ert 
Har t l ey ' s  greatest  race was perhaps that of 1 9 2 1  when C ambr idge 
g a ined the rare d i s t inct i on of winning from b eh ind . ' The ir  victory ' , 
records the LMBC h i s tory , ' wa s  due to Har t l ey ' s  spurt and h i s  fine 
j udgment ' .  Curi ous l y ,  however ,  he won the mo s t  coveted p r i z e  in 
rowing - the G rand Chal l enge Cup at Hen ley  - rowing in the bow seat  
o f  a Leander C l ub V I I I  in  1 9 2 2 . The previous year he had been 
e lected Captain o f  L e ande r ,  thus having become succe s s ively Captain 
of the three most pre s t i g i ous rowing c lubs in the worl d .  I t  wou ld  
b e  p l eas ing t o  th ink that h i s  succes s in t h e  bows o f  the Leander 
c rew s temmed from the experi ence he gained at b ow in the LMBC L i ght 
Four in 1 9 20 - the only t ime he rowed other than a t  s t roke fo r the 
c l ub .  

I n  1 9 2 2  he graduated w i th honours , having t aken both parts o f  
t h e  Modern and Medieval Languages Tripo s , and returned to h i s  o l d  
s chool t o  teach French . For the next forty- four years - b roken only 
by war s ervi ce - he t aught at Eton and was a hous emas ter from 1 9 3 3  
unt i l  1 9 5 1 . Dur ing t h e  Second Wo rld  War h e  s erved i n  a variety o f  
s t a ff appointments and l a t e r  w i t h  the A l l ied Mi l i t ary Government i n  
I taly , where i n  1 9 4 5  he was granted  the Freedom of  the C i ty o f  
Bo l ogna , s urely a n  honour never bes towed o n  any other Lady Margaret 
man ! The s ame year he was appo inted an OBE and in 1 9 4 6  he was 
re l ea sed  from the army w i th the rank of Co lone l .  Further honours 
were to fal l to h i s  l o t  fol l owing the war . In 1 9 4 9  he became a 
S t eward o f  Hen ley Royal Regat ta , in which capac i ty he s erved 
cons c i ent i ous ly for the res t of h i s  l i fe , and in 1 9 5 3 - 5 4 he was 
Master  of the Wo rshipful Company of I ronmongers , one of the twe lve 
' Great ' London Compan i es . 
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Those of us who were privi l eged  to know �ubert Hart l �y w i l l  

b h O  ° th the warme s t  affec t i on .  H e  W I l l be  espec l a l � y  
remem er l m  Wl o 0 f the row in year . One o f  the de l Ights 
m i s s ed at the hl �h �o lnt s  � of  Lady �argaret such a s  mys e l f  was 
of Henl ey for a J un Ior  mem er 0 h O s  l ive l interest  in the 
Hubert ' s  invar i ab ly  cheery greetln�s

a�f s�pporter
Yo f  Lady Margare t ,  

fortunes o f  the c l ub .  He wa� n
� a� �int o f  not we aring h i s  

moreover , and he  made a par t l
�
u 

re �t t a  unl es s  an LMBC c rew was 
venerab l e  s c ar l e t  b l az e r  to o t e g

t 1 t the t h i rd  o f  Hen l ey ' s  
g ood enough s t i l l to be racln�f
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four days . In recent years , 
' 1  unt i l  the very end 

hi s  b l a zer  frequent a i r ings . Huber
� 
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a regul ar attender o a� the May Bump upper . 
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urnlng o a . d not ' fade ' 
d id  nothing of  the s ort . Lady Margaret men 0 . 

Keith Je ffery 

CORRESPONDENCE 

S i r , 

In  her most  intere s t ing and informative ar� i c � e  ( in Eag l � 

Ea s t e r  1 9 7 7 )  ' St John ' s  and Yu l e ' M i s s  S andra B l l l lngton ment lon� 
one roperty l i s ted as a ' bo t tom of p akthrede : .  She sugges t s  t h I S  

may have been ' prot e c t i on for s ome actor p l aYIng one o f  th� o ma�y 

s e rvant characters who are frequent l y  beaten In e arly come les  . 

' Bo ttom '  as a euphemi sm for the buttocks was not 0o�ever in u se  

o Shake speare ' s  ( or  Chaucer ' s ) day - a much more expl I C I t ,  coars e r ,  

!�d an e as i ly- imagined word was used  for that part of  the anatomy . 

As a note to the name o f  N i ck Bottom in any Arden or  Cambridge 

Shakes  eare  Mi d s u mm e r  N i g h t ' s  Dream w i l l  t e l l  one , a ' bottom ' was  

th n� or  the spindle  to which the end was  att ached , of o a l ength 

o f
e
t:in� or  weaver ' s  thread , and was th erefore as appropr la�e a name 

fo r a weaver as Snug for a j o iner or F lute for a b c l l owsmen e r .  

' Bot tom ' therefore i n  the St . John ' s  invent ory mu s t  mean 
s imply  a ' spoo l ' o f  packthre ad .  

IO n the  l e a s t  from the va lue o f  �li s s  Th i s  does not de tract 
B i l l ington ' s  e s s ay which I for one great ly  enj oyed . 

Yours t rul y ,  

John S i b l y  
B i rmingham Po l ytechnic  
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