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January, 1923. 

EDITORIAL NOTE. 

IT has not been our custom to burden THE EAGLE with an 
Editorial, nor is it our desire to depart now from this 

precedent. But in view of the important changes in the 
present issue, we feel that a word of explanation is scarcely 
avoidable. 

For some time past we have thought with regret that THE 
EAGLE is no longer adequately fulfilling the function which it 
was founded to perform. A college magazine, if it is to justify 
its existence, must be at once a vehicle for disseminating college 
news within the College itself, and at the same time an efficient 
link both between the present and the past and between the 
various members of past generations. Never has this need 
been greater than at the present time. The numbers of the 
College have greatly increased. This year the B.A.'s and 
undergraduates alone total 379, against some 210 before the 
war. In illustration of one side only of College expansion 
there are now six Lent boats, three Rugby, four Association, 
and three Hockey teams; and it is no easy matter to keep in 
touch with all the other varied activities of the College. 
The war, too, made a complete break in the continuity of 
College life, and with the restart much that was valuable in the 
old tradition was lost. When we hear the complaint that no 
one who had any knowledge of its pre-war regulations was 
available to assist in the revival of the" Eagles" Club, and 
when we find the" Crickets" Club now flourishing on precisely 
the lines of the old "Fireflies," though entirely ignorant even 
of the name of its predecessor, we cannot but feel that there is a 
tremendous call for something which shall bridge the gap 
between 1914 and 1920, and shall strengthen the link between 
the past generation and the present. Again in the upheaval 
of war it was inevitable that many old Johnians should lose all 
touch with each other, and in view of the many gaps that war 
has left behind, it is a matter of no little difficulty to re­
establish connection. Furthermore, when we find that only 
about one-tenth of the present members of the College sub­
scnbe to THE EAGLE, we cannot feel that THE EAGLE has up 
to now adequately supplied that need. 
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With these objects in view, therefore, THE EAGLE has 
undergone a reform which it is hoped will render it more suited 
for its three-fold purpose. The literary side has been greatly 
reduced, while the Chronicle has been greatly expanded, the 
doings of the various College teams being reported at much 
greater length. We also wish to increase as much as possible 
the amount of old Johnian news. For this purpose we need 
the whole-hearted assistance of all Johnians who can send us 
details of interest concerning themselves or others whom they 
may happen to know. It is hoped that we may be able to find 
old members of the College who will be prepared to act as 
regular correspondents, and make it their special endeavour 
to keep us informed of the doings of their own generation. If 
any who read this are prepared to undertake the task we 
shall be greatly indebted to them if they will communicate 
with us. 

We would add one more word. The success of our present 
venture depends entirely on the help we receive from all 
J ohnians, past and present alike. A start has been made. 
Much, we are well aware, remains to be done, but if all who 
believe in the value of the objects we have set ourselves to 
achieve will rally to our support the work before us will be 
easy to accomplish. Criticisms and suggestions of all kinds 
will be gratefully welcomed. The price, which in the present 
issue has been cut down to 2S. a copy, or 6s. for the three issues 
of the year, may, we hope, soon be reducec1 to IS. if sufficient 
support is forthcoming. 

OBITUARY. 

EDWARD ERNEST FOXWELL. 
Another name has to be added to our death roll. Born at 

Shepton Mallet on April 27, 1851, Mr E. E. Foxwell died 
in College after a short illness, from bronchial pneumonia, on 
October 18, I922. Re was the last who spoke with Sir Jolm 
Sandys in the moments preceding his death, July 6. A fuller 
notice will appear in the next number. 

W. R. R. RIVERS. 
William RaIse Rivers Rivers joined the College in October, 

I893, was admitted to Fellows Commons and occupied rooms 
in the Chapel Court. Working as we did in the same laboratory 
and in the same College we became close friends. Re had 
come to Cambridge on the invitation of Sir Michael Foster to 
lecture on the Physiology of the Special Senses and to found 
a school of Experimental Psychology. 

Dr Rwers 3 
Rivers was born on March I2, 1864, the elder son of the 

Rev. H. F. Rivers, 01 Trinity College, for many years Vicar 
of St Faith's, Maidstone. From his father's side he inherited 
a love of the sea, for several members of the family had. been 
officers in the Navy. 

Rivers was educated at Tonbridge, but lost what would 
have been his last year at school through an attack of enteric 
fever. This 'Was a severe illness, which entailed a long 
convalescence and l.eft effects which at times seriously handi­
capped him. He was not a �trong man,' an� was oft.en 
obliged to take a few days rest 1I1 bed and subSIst on a mIlk 
diet. Working, as he did, at high pressure, he found 
frequent holidays necessary. This illness shattered the 
hOpes he had of competing for a scholarship at Cambridge, 
and he entered St Bartholomew's Hospital and was qualified 
with the M.B. London at the early age of 22. The following 
year he travelled to Japan and to America as ship's surgeon. 
This was the first of many voyages; for. besides his great 
expeditions for work in the Torres Straits, India and the 
Solomon Islands, he took holiday voyages twice to the West 
Indies, three times to the Canary Islands and Madeira, to 
America, to Norway, to Lisbon, as well as nurnerous visits to 
France, Germany, Italy, and Switzerland. While he was at 
St Bartholomew's as Rouse Physician he read several papers 
before the Abernethian Society, beginning in I888, and it 
is well to note that the subjects which interested him then­
hysteria and neurasthenia----were in his mind at the last. 
In I89I he was appointed house phy:sician to the National 
Hospital for the Paralysed and Epileptic, Queen Square, 
thus choosing neurology and psychology for his medical work. 
Here he met Dr Head, who became one of his most intimate 
�riends, and with whom he subsequently carried out an 
Important investigation to which I will refer later. 

He :-vas already interested in the phenomena of vision, 
and, stimulated by Head, who had been' with Hering at 
P.r�gue, took up with enthusiasm Hering's views on colour 
vI�lOn. He studied deeply the whole subject of sight, and 
tl1lS led m I903 to his coming to Cambridge to lecture on the 
speCIal senses. But before he took up that work he spent 
srveral mont�lS in Germany, chiefly at Jena. I found a d�ary of that Journey buried among his papers. It is the only dIary he has left, and from it we learn not only vvhom he met a�d What he read, but that he was interested in much besides hIS work; his comments on the buildings the picture galleries the cIll�r�h services, and on education, show his wide interest� and cntlcal judgment. -
1 In the Cambridge physiological laboratory he had to e

b
cture. to a large elementary class. He was rather nervous a out It d d'd . :  ,an 1 not hke It. This was partly owing to a 
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