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THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT 

OF THE. LADY MARGARET 

BEAUFORT 

I 

I
N the year 1564 Queen Elizabeth I visited Cambridge, and her 
visit included a round of the Colleges. "Amongst the rest", 
Baker tells us, "she visited St John's College and rode into the hall 

where she was received with an oration by Mr Bohun; wherein, 
though she was put in mind of her relation to the foundress and 
intimation given of the College losses, in a manner that was to be very 
nicely handled, yet ... the queen did not think herself bound to take 
notice of those losses".'*' Mr Bohun was referring here to a well­
known tradition about the foundation of the College. The main out­
line of that tradition can conveniently be summarized from Baker's 
history·t 

Towards the end of her life, the Lady Margaret intended certain 
benefactions for Westminster Abbey. From this she was dissuaded 
by Bishop Fisher on the ground that Westminster was wealthy 
enough while schools of learning were meanly endowed and colleges 
were lacking to maintain scholars. Fisher also secured the acquies­
cence of Henry VII in his mother's change of mind (for the king had 
also been involved in the plan for a benefaction to Westminster); and 
closed the Lady Margaret's ear to those who argued that she had done ;0 �uch for Cambridge that she ought to place her remaining bene-
actlOns in the "other university" of Oxford. This enabled her 

M" Thomas Baker, The History of StJohn's College, Cambridge, ed. J. E. B. aYor, I, pp. 160-1 t Ibid. I, pp. S8ff. 
ELVII 
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