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FIFTY YEARS AGOl 

T
o be tiresome, it has been said, it is only necessary to 
discuss education. Is there a subject on which men 
are more apt to be tedious? We generalize swiftly 

when education is mentioned, each of us deliberately or 
unconsciously basing himself upon his own experience i and 
the more magnificent our systems and theories grow, the less 
relation they seem to bear to life. The fact is, very few of us 
are really educated at all, and those who are best educated 
seem, like the best men elsewhere, to wish least to dogmatize 
about it. The men who go furthest are often the worst at 
mapping the route. There are critics who tell us that the 
route offered by one of the older English Universities does 
not take us very far and, moreover, leads us in the wrong 
direction. I will not dispute with them. All I will say is that 
it is a very pleasant route, and that one falls in with fellow
travellers upon it, who are human in a very large and delight
ful way-some indeed who are less human-but so many who 
grow progressively great of heart and wide of sympathy, that 
one feels at least that with all its defects-its failure to achieve 
the last thought in macadamizing, for instance-it must be a 
road that trends to the right goal, however many others there 
are. 

. !he distinguishing feature of the older English U niver
SI ties-for there are two, one on the Great Western some-

rn� � l�cture delivered in the University of Chicago. The quotations are 
S Y rorn The Cambridge Review and The Granta. 
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HIGH TABLE MEMORIES 

By T. R. GLOVER 

I 

I
T was a quip of my father's that the authentic words spoken by 

Adam to Eve as they left Paradise were: "My dear, we live in 
times of transition." A later generation, I believe, attributes this 

to Dean Inge, as perhaps by now he does himself-pereant qui ante 
nos nostra dixerunt. Whatever may have been the reflections of Adam, 
the half century during which I have known Cambridge has been 
a time of transition. 

In 1882 new statutes came into force, which permitted Fellows of 
colleges to marry if they could find women willing to risk it with 
middle-aged or elderly men; and there was, as J. R. Tanner (not 
yet middle-aged) put it, "a rush to the altar". It used to be said 
that a Senior Fellow of some college was asked what he thought of marriage, and, after some slight reflection, he said: "The breakfasts are better, but the dinners are not nearly so good." But the changes involved in college life were much greater than his simple reply revealed-subtler and more penetrating. 

Side by side with this abolition of compUlsory celibacy came a r�laxation of the requirement that Fellows permanently on the foundatron must be in clerical orders. T4e effect of this was not immediately felt; �t took time for the senior men to die off, but thirty years saw t�e hIgh tables of Cambridge predominantly lay; a few clergy surVIved, a few were added as deans and chaplains. Lastly, after the first German war, a new Universities Commission m�de drastic endeavours to remodel Cambridge, top, bottom and mIddle. For centuries the centre of academic life had been the college, now it was to be the faculty. We owed this to the scientific ELIJ 
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