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HOMAGE TO SAMUEL BUTLER 

I
T is apparent, from the recent" Butler Number" of Life 
and Letters that we are as far as ever from a just estimate 
of the work of Samuel Butler. The greater part of this 

issue was devoted to the elaboration and confirmation of the 
familiar conception of Butler-the Wit, the First Critic of 
Victorianism, and so forth; the rest consisted of Butler's 
own account, published here for the first time, of his relations 
with Pauli. This was worth publishing; it is a terrible and 
moving story. For the present, no more need be said about 
it. It will be time to examine it more closely only when the 
critics begin to use it as an explanation of everything that 
Butler thought and wrote-as they have used the affair with 
Annette to explain away W ordsworth. 

At the root of the current misconception of Butler lies a 
wider misconception-the confusion of anti-Victorianism. 
The whole of this anti-Victorian ramp was invented by men of 
thirty-five or so-who probably had good reasons for inventing 
it; it has been palmed off on to the younger generation-who 
h�ve no real reasons at all for accepting it, but who have been 
given no chance of disowning it. Actually, not only have we 
no use for it, but also we are aware of the mistakes into which 
it may lead us-into which it has already led the men of thirty-five. 

One of these mistakes is the current conception of Butler. �� lon
.
g �s we regard him as a figure of the reaction against �ctonafilsm, we limit ourselves to his tilts at Tennyson at � e Church, and at sexual ignorance; we limit ourselves: in act, to Butler the Wit. I am not denying that he was a Wit, 
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THE MASTER 

E
RNEST ALFRED BENIANS, our new Master, is fifty-three 
years old, and comes from Kent, a region which Julius 
Caesar long ago recognized as producing "the most 

civilized of the Britons." He came into residence as a Scholar 
(the first Entrance Scholar in History the College had ad
mitted) in the Michaelmas Term, 1899; he gained a First Class 
in Part I of the History Tripos in 1901, in Part II in 1902, and 
followed this up by winning the Lightfoot Scholarship in 19°3, 
the AlIen Scholarship in 1905 and the Adam Smith Prize in 
1906, in which year he was elected a Fellow. 

Since that time, as Albert Kahn Travelling Fellow, he spent 
fifteen months travelling round the world, wrote several 
chapters (mostly dealing with Colonial History) for the Cam
bridge Modern History, and edited the Atlas Volume for that 
work. After being Adviser to Indian Students he became 
Tutor, and for seven years has been Senior Tutor of the 
College. He has acted as Chairman of the Faculty Board of 
History, and was a member of the General Board of Studies 
during the difficult years when University and Col�eges were 
settling down to the new Statutes. He was an original member 
of the Junior Historians, and is now editing the Cambridge 
History of the British Empire. 

This is no mean record, yet a great College demands of its 
Master even more, a complete absorption in its interests. For 
years, unobtrusively yet actively, he has been the centre of 
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THE FIFTIETH VOLUME 

By THE MASTER 

" 
H

O W long do you think it will last, Mr Editor?" Such 
was the question with which his critics sought to 
confound the first Editor of The Eagle. The year 

was 1858. Dr Bateson had just become Master of the College. 
New Statutes were in contemplation. The enlargement of the 
Hall, the new Chapel, the new Lodge were in the near future. 
Undergraduates" cannot write" and" ought not to write", 
went on the objectors. Triposes will suffer; sport will suffer. 
"If in truth no man in St John's College has anything he 
wants to say, this is surely very lamentable," replied the 
Editor. He thought of grave contributions to learning and 
politics and the young Eagle did not eschew the most serious 
themes. Anglo-Saxon poetry, Classical studies, four Shake
spearian subjects and two articles on Paley's Moral Philosophy 
appear in the first volume. But as Dr Johnson's fellow
collegian, Mr Edwards, found, cheerfulness would break in 
On philosophy, and before long lighter topics shared the 
Editor's favours. The authentic note was soon struck. The 
Editors had sought" something to fasten College spirit upon", 
and before they reached their hundredth page, they realised 
that they wanted not a magazine, but a Johnian magazine, 
something to make us "realise more vividly than we have 
hitherto done that we are members of a Society". They set 
out to make the magazine a part of the life of the College. 
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FIFTY YEARS AGOl 

T
o be tiresome, it has been said, it is only necessary to 
discuss education. Is there a subject on which men 
are more apt to be tedious? We generalize swiftly 

when education is mentioned, each of us deliberately or 
unconsciously basing himself upon his own experience i and 
the more magnificent our systems and theories grow, the less 
relation they seem to bear to life. The fact is, very few of us 
are really educated at all, and those who are best educated 
seem, like the best men elsewhere, to wish least to dogmatize 
about it. The men who go furthest are often the worst at 
mapping the route. There are critics who tell us that the 
route offered by one of the older English Universities does 
not take us very far and, moreover, leads us in the wrong 
direction. I will not dispute with them. All I will say is that 
it is a very pleasant route, and that one falls in with fellow
travellers upon it, who are human in a very large and delight
ful way-some indeed who are less human-but so many who 
grow progressively great of heart and wide of sympathy, that 
one feels at least that with all its defects-its failure to achieve 
the last thought in macadamizing, for instance-it must be a 
road that trends to the right goal, however many others there 
are. 

. !he distinguishing feature of the older English U niver
SI ties-for there are two, one on the Great Western some-

rn� � l�cture delivered in the University of Chicago. The quotations are 
S Y rorn The Cambridge Review and The Granta. 
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