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Michael11ras Term, 1919. 

PINK FORMS. 

(A DIARY OF A DAY IN JUNE, 1915). 

1\IENT up to the WaT Office to-day, by request, to 

see the Director of Army Purchase at 11 o'clock 

about my possible appointment. Train rather late, 

and only got there about ten minutes before the 

hour. Entrance hall simply jammed up with people. After 

a struggle succeeded in getting a Pink Form, filled it up, 

stating my name and business, and took it to the messenger. 

Messenger would have none of it. D.A.P. didn't live in the 

War Office, but at Empire House, Caxton Street. Pointed 

out that the letter said quite definitely I was to see him at 

the War Office, \Vhitehall. Messenger obdurate. He couldn't 

help what the letter said. D.A.P. wasn't in his list, and 

therefore could not be in the War Office. Took a taxi to 

Caxton Street. Filled up another Piuk Form (2) ... Dear, 

dear 1 the attendant was exceedingly sorry, but D.A.P. didn't 

work at Empire House; his room was in the War Office, 

Whitehall .... Yes, he really was certain, but would 'phone 

up and make sure .... Quite so .... Took another taxi 

back to \Vhitehall. Filled up another Pink Form (3). With 

dif-ficulty succeeded in persuading tbe messenger that D.A.P. 

really was concealed in the War Office somewhere. Put, 

VOL. XLI. .8 
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KEATS. 

D

HA T is an idle speculation which wastes itself upon 

. . what might have been; it is an idleness to which 

- ' .'. Keats himself was little given. Indeed it is the 

function (since ,. poets are the trumpets which 

sing to battle", if it be not the very breath of life to poets 

to consider rather the what may be. The sentimenta110ver, 

home from an unforeseen l'enCOlltr�, is apt to lie awake 

revolving lost chances and holding a revision of conversations 

in imagination; the passionate lover, on the other hand, 

plans a great and successful piece of wooing for to-morrow; 

and the passionate was ever the poetical, and the sentimental 

was-never. Those people who speak about" poor" John 

Keats are fond of dwelling upon the idea of "the poet he 

might have been" had he not died at twenty-six. No more 
useless occupation for the mind can be conceived. It may 

not be true, but such folk seem to be suspect-lo maunder 

about the loss to English Literature, sounds very like a mis

appreciation of the gains, and about these there can be no 

doubt. Browning, least of all Victorians given to useless 

regrets, speaking with assurance of Keats as a man of 

achievement, cries "stand forth, true poet that you are". 

True poet that he is, the greatness of his reputation 
rests-secure, since judgment in this matter considers only 

quality-upon but a few poems j but these are as near 
VOL. XLII. B 
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EDITORIAL NOTE. 

I
T has not been our custom to burden THE EAGLE with an 

Editorial, nor is it our desire to depart now from this 
precedent. But in view of the important changes in the 
present issue, we feel that a word of explanation is scarcely 
avoidable. 

For some time past we have thought with regret that THE 
EAGLE is no longer adequately fulfilling the function which it 
was founded to perform. A college magazine, if it is to justify 
its existence, must be at once a vehicle for disseminating college 
news within the College itself, and at the same time an efficient 
link both between the present and the past and between the 
various members of past generations. Never has this need 
been greater than at the present time. The numbers of the 
College have greatly increased. This year the B.A.'s and 
undergraduates alone total 379, against some 210 before the 
war. In illustration of one side only of College expansion 
there are now six Lent boats, three Rugby, four Association, 
and three Hockey teams; and it is no easy matter to keep in 
touch with all the other varied activities of the College. 
The war, too, made a complete break in the continuity of 
College life, and with the restart much that was valuable in the 
old tradition was lost. When we hear the complaint that no 
one who had any knowledge of its pre-war regulations was 
available to assist in the revival of the" Eagles" Club, and 
when we find the" Crickets" Club now flourishing on precisely 
the lines of the old" Fireflies," though entirely ignorant even 
of the name of its predecessor, we cannot but feel that there is a 
tremendous call for something which shall bridge the gap 
between 1914 and 1920, and shall' strengthen the link between 
the past generation and the present. Again in the upheaval 
of war it was inevitable that many old J ohnians should lose all 
touch with each other, and in view of the many gaps that war 
has left behind, it is a matter of no little difficulty to re
establish connection. Furthermore, when we find that only 
about one-tenth of the present members of the College sub
scribe to THE EAGLE, we cannot feel that THE EAGLE has up 
to now adequately supplied that need. 

VOL. XLIII. 
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