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THE EA GLE. 

October Term, 1900. 

THE LAST COHORT. 

1. 

T was a time of grave anxiety at Procolitia. 
Three weeks ago a sudden incursion of the 
Picts had burst through the barrier of the 
Great Wall on either side of the fortress, and 

since that hour Procolitia had been cut off from the 
world. At Cilurnum. away in the river-valley to the 
east, bridge and "yall had fallen one stormy September 
night before a wild torrent of barbarians, which came 
seething down the channel to the spot where the wall 
crossed the stream-strong as a winter spate and twice 
as furious. The last news of Cilurnum itse1f had been 
stammered out by the panting Asturian trooper, who, 
ten minutes after the bridge had fallen, galloped away 
westward, bearing his Prefect's urgent entreaties for the 
aid of the neighbouring forts. Since then, three weeks 
of ominous silence, and day by day fear was growing 
into certairity; hundreds of gallant hearts must be cold 
and still by now; or surely, surely th�y would have 
fo�nd means to send news of their p1ight to their nearest 
neIgh bours. 

. 
\Vestward, too, there had been a breach in the long 

Ime of defence-at what point no man in Procolitia 
VOL. XXU. B 
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THE EA GLE. 

October Ter11Z, 1901. 

NOTES FROM THE COLLEGE RECORDS. 

(Continued from p. 32 I.) 

HE first group of documents here printed refer 
to the case of Richard Wadeson, a Fellow 
of the College. He was a son of Richard 
Wadeson, a Westmoreland farmer, and was 

admitted to the College from Sed bergh School 26 May 

1756. He took his degree as a Senior Optime in the 

Mathematical Tripos of 1760, and was admitted a 

Foundress' Fellow 22 March 1763, in which year he 

also proceeded to the M.A. degree. He was ordained 

Deacon by the Lord Bishop of London 17 June 1764. 

He did not take Priest's Orders for some time. By the 

College Statutes he ought to have done so within six 

years of his M.A. degree. It is not quite clear how 

this oversight came to the knowtedge of the College. 

Probably Wadeson wished to proceed to the B.D. 

degree, as all Fellows of the College at that time were 
obliged to do; this degree he took in 1771. When the 
result of the negrect was discovered, Wadeson seems to 
have taken immediate steps to repair it. He obtained 
Letters Dimissory from the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to be ordained Priest by the Bishop of Lincoln. The 
entry in the Act Book of the Archbishop is not dated, 
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THE EAGLE. 

October Te?'11l, 1902. 

NOTES FROM THE COLLEGE RECORDS. 

(Colltil1ued from Vol. XXIII, p. 303.) 

I ..... ........ IN this instalment of Notes we continue the 
account of the contest between the College 
and the Corporation of Shrewsbury with 
regard to the right to appoint the Head

master. In the Eagle, VoI. XXIII, pp. 141-17°, the 
early stages of the legal proceedings were chronicled 
up to the first success of the College in the Court of 
Exchequer on 16 May 1726. The letters here printed 
take up the story soon after that point and continue 
it down to the final success of the College in the House 
of Lords and the installation of the College nominee, 
Dr Robert Phillips. Some account of the writers of 
the letters will be found at pp. 141- J 43 of the last
named article. It is not easy to gather from these 
letters any sufficient reason for the stubborn opposition 
of the Corporation. The references to influential 
SUpport in London and' to party feeling at Shrewsbury 
may point to political prejudice. 
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THE EAGLE. 

October Term, 1903. 

NOTES FROM THE COLLEGE RECORDS. 

(Contillued Jront Vol. XXIV., p. 315). 

HE document which follows is one of consider .. 

able interest. It is a petition from some of 

the American clergy to the University of 

Cambridge to exercise its influence in pro� 

curing the consecration of Bishops for the Episcopal 

Church in America. It is not clear how this document 

came to find a resting place in St John's. Dr W. S. 
Powell, the then Master of the College, was Vice-Chan� 
cellor of the University in 1765, the year of the Petition. 
But it appears from the covering letter not to have been 
sent till 1766 when Dr John Smith, Master of Gonville 
and Caius College, was Vice-Chancellor. 

The ,Petition was not successful at the time, for 
nearly twenty years passed before a Bishop was con
secrated for the American Church. The first Bishop 
Was Dr Samuel Seabury (who it will be observed signs 
the petition); he was consecrated Bishop of Connecticut; 
at Aberdeen, 14 November 1784, by three nonjuring 
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THE EA GLE. 

Qc/obe?' Term 1906. 

NOTES FROM THE COLLEGE RECORDS. 

( COli tinued /''0111 Vol. XXVII, p. 343.) 

HE documents printed in what follows are 
taken from the Baker collections in the 
British Museum lMSS. Harl. 7039)' Baker 
seems to have copied them from the originals 

in the Registry of the Bishop of Ely. 
-

They relate to one Everard Digby, who matriculated 

in the University as a Sizar of St John's College, 25 

October 1567; he was admitted, a Scholar of the 
College, on Key ton' s foundation, 9 N ovem ber 1570, a 
Fellow of the College 12 March 1572-3, and became a 
Senior Fellow IQ July 1 585. He took the following 
degrees: B.A. 1570-1, M.A. 1574, and B.D. 1581. 

He was a man of some literary distinction, and was 
the author of the first treatise on swimming published 
ill England, and also in some other works suggested a 

classification of the Sciences. His parentage cannot be 
precisely stated, but he is said to ha.ve been a great
graudson of Everard Dighy, Sheriff of Rutlandshire; a 

Lallc1strian killed at To\,\.:ton in 146 r. ,\Then admitted 
a Scholar and Fellow he gave Rutland as his county of 
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THE EA G L E. 

October Term I907. 

NOTES FROM THE COLLEGE RECORDS. 

(Continued from Vol. XXVIII., page 278). 

it .... &51 E commence this instalment with a letter from 
Robert Beaumont, Master of Trinity, to Sir 
William CeciI. In it, it will be observed that 

he recommends the appointment of Leonard Pilkington 
to the Mastership of St John's in succession to James 
Pilkington, who had been appointed the first protestant 
Bishop of Durham. Leonard Pilkington was a son of 
Richard Pilkington; he took the B.A. degree in 1543-4, 
and was admitted Fellow of the College 24 March 
1544-5· He was appointed a College Preacher on the 
feast of St Michael 1552, being then in Deacon's orders. 
During the reign of Queen Mary he was ejected from 
his fellowship, and, retiring beyond the seas, married 
there. On the accession of Queen Elizabeth he returned, 
and, his wife being dead, was re-admitted a Senior 
Fellow of the College 27 December 1559. He made 
the usual SUbscription before receiving Priest's orders 
from the Bishop of Ely 2{� November 1560. 
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THE EAGLE. 

October Term I90B. 

THE NEW MASTER. 

N the last day of August, and on the tenth 
anniversary of his marriage, Mr Robert 
Forsyth Scott, Senior Bursar of the College, 
was elected to the office of Master. He is 

the first layman, and the first Scotsman, to attain that 
important and responsible position. He was born at 
Leith on the 28th of July, 1849, and is the elder son of 
the Rev George Scott, minister of Daissie, Fife, and 
the grandson of Mr Robert Forsyth, Advocate. His 
younger brother is Sir George Scott, K.C.I.E., best 
known in Burmese and other circles as "Shway Yoe." 
He received his early education at the High School, 
Edinburgh, continued it in Germany, at Stuttgart, and, 
after spending some time as a student at King's 
College, London, was elected to an entrance Exhibition 
for Mathematics in this College, being at the time 
ineligible for a Minor Scholarship. He came into 
residence in October, 187 I, when he soon became 
popular with his fellow-undergraduates. From October 
1873 to 1876, he occupied the rooms at the top of 
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