
Commemorating Mountbatten in Paris 

On 1 8  Dec emb e r  1 9 7 9 , t he C o l l ege c l e rgy and c h o i r  devi s e d  and 
p e r formed a s ub s t an t i al part of a s ervi c e  in Pari s c ommemorat i ng 
L o rd Moun t b at t e n . Part  o f  a l oc al pre s s  report  ran : 

" 1 1  c onvi ent  de s i gnal e r  e n  out r e  que l e  c el e b r e  c hoeur du 
Sai n t  J o hn ' s C o l l ege  d e  C amb r i dge , qui a s s urai t la s ec onde  part i e  du 
s e rvi c e  r e l i gi eux , a et onne l ' a s s i s t anc e par  la qual i t e  exc e p t i onne l l e  
d e  s a  pre s e n t at i on" . L e  F i garo  

* * * * * 

O u r  Pari s c or r e s pondent  wri t e s : 

Une c eremo n i e  r e l i g i e u s e  e n  hommage a l a  memo i r e  d e  L ord 
Mount b at t e n  a eu  l ieu  le  1 8  d�c emb re 1 9 7 9  a Pari s e n  l ' e gl i s e  Sai n t 
L ou i s -d e s - I nval i de s , dec oree p o u r  c e t t e  oc c a s i on de  nomb reux drap e aux 
angl ai s e t  fran¥ ai s .  

. Mon s i eur J e an-Fran� o i s Ponc e t , m i n i s t re fran�ai s d e s  A f f ai re s 
E t r angAre s ,  e n  avait ac c ep t e  l e  pat ronage , dan s l e  c adre d e s  
mani f e s t at i on s  s u r  l e  " Se n s  du Sac re a t r ave r s  l '  Hi s t o i re" organi s e e s  
El l ' i ni t i at ive de  l ' As s oc i at i on "Rec herche  et  Expre s s i on dan s l ' Art" . 

L a  c eremoni e ,  c onc el e b r e e  par  l e s  p r e t r e s angl ai s e t  fran� ai s ,  
fut  s uivi e par une a s s i s t anc e t r e s  nombreu s e  p armi l aque l l e  s e  
t rouvai e n t  not amment Si r Reg i n al d  H i b b e r t , amb a s s adeur de  Grande
B r e t agne e n  Franc e , Mme Raymond B arre , Mon s i eur Yvon B ourge s , 
m i n i s t re f r an� ai s  de l a  D e f e n s e , l a  marec ha l e  L e c l e rc de Haut ec l oc que , 
e t  l e  b ai l l i  p r i n c e  Guy de P o l i gnac c ondui s ant  une d e l e g at i on de 
l ' Ordre  Souve r a i n  de  Mal t e . 

L e s  p r i e r e s , rec i t ee s  e n  fran� ai s e t  en ang l ai s , furent un t r e s  
emouvant hommage a l a  p a i x  e t  aux l i e n s  d ' ami t i e  e n t r e  l ' Angl e t erre  
e t  la  F r anc e , l i e n s  que L ord  Moun t b at t en avait pe r s onne l l ement 
c on t r i bue a re s s e rrer . 

D e s  oeuvre s d e  mu s i que s ac ree  furent  exec u t ee s dan s une 
atmo s phere de profond  recue i l lement  par  la c horal e de Sai n t -L oui s 
d e s - I nval i de s , pui s p a r  l e  c hoeur de  S t  J o hn ' s  C o l l ege . C e l ui -c i  
t ouc ha  part i c u l i A reme nt  l ' as s i s t anc e p ar l a  p e r f ec t i on d ' exec ut i on 
d e  s e s  c h an t s e t  par l a  pur e t e  e t  l e  fondu de s e s  vo i x . 

E n  c onc l u s i on de c e t t e  c eremo n i e  et a i t  i n auguree au Mu s e e  de l a  
Mari ne , dans  l a  s o i r e e  de c e  m�me j our , u n e  exp o s i t i on i nt i t ul e e  "D e s  
vai s s e aux a voi l e s  aux s o u s -mari n s  nuc l ea i r e s " , a u  s e i n  de l aque l l e  
s e  t rouva i e n t  r a s s embl e s  d e  n omb reux s ouveni r s  p e r s onnel s ayant 
appart enu a L ord Mount b at t e n , ai n s i  que des doc ume n t s phot ograp h i q u e s  
q u i  evoquai ent  l a  l e g e n d e  de  s a  vi e .  
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Reviews 

J o hn B eer, Word swort h in T ime ( F a b er ,  1 9 7 9 , 2 3 2 p p . ) 

As  D r  J o hn B eer ( B . A . ,  1 9 5 0 )  c ont inues h is s t u d ies o f  t h e  
Eng l i sh Romant i c  p o et s ,  h e  s hows - in almo s t  Word swort h ian f a s h io n  -
a pat i e n t  and d et ermin ed p r eoc c upat ion wit h  c ert ain l ea d ing images 
and c omp l ex e s of i de a s , an ev er- g rowing c ommand o f  t h eir range o f  
imp l ic at io n ,  and a c ap ac it y  for  j ud ic io u s  c omparis o n . T h e  p r es ent 
work , Word swort h in Time (1 9 7 9 ) , c omp l em ent s Wo r d s wo r t h  and t h e  
Human H e art  ( 1 9 7 8 ) . 

I t  i s  g en eral l y  acc ept ed n owaday s  t h at Wo r d s wo r t h  t oo k  him
sel f a s  h is p r inc ip a l  s u bj ec t . At t imes , of c our s e, h is overt 
emphas is is on "N at u r e" or h is f el l ow-men ; at t imes he emp l oy s  
anot h er p er s on a s  h is o s t en s ib l e narrat o r . T h e  P r el u d e  is 
nevert h el es s  t h e  c h ief but far f r om t h e  only t es t imony t o  an 
es s ent ial s el f- ab s o rpt ion t h at p er s is t s  t hroughout h is l if e  and t hat 
sprin g s  l es s ,  one woul d s u pp o s e, from s o l ip s ism ( muc h l es s  mer e  
eg ot ism ) t h an f rom a n  apparent c onv ic t io n  t h at t h e  p r o p er s t udy o f  
mankind is t h at man whom eac h o f  u s  knows b e s t . Wit h Wordswo r t h ,  
acc ording l y ,  D r  B eer ' s  t en d ency t o  t r eat l it erary c r it ic ism a s ,  at 
bo t t om, an ac c ount of t h e  p o et 's moral and int el l ec t ual c on d it io n  is 
more r eward ing t han it might be wit h  a more outward- l o o k ing p o et 
l i ke Burn s or C r ab b e .  C r it ic ism o f  t h is c a s t  mu s t  r el y  on j u s t  s uc h  
a c l o s e  and ac c urat e k nowl e dge , not only o f  t h e  publ is h ed p o et ry but 
al so o f  a p l et h o r a  o f  s ec ond ary mat er ial , a s  is ev id ent t hroughout 
thi s bo ok . L ik e  o t h er good Wo r d s wort h ian s ,  t h at is  to s ay ,  D r  B eer 
i s  us ual l y  abl e t o  s ay not mer el y t h at s uc h  and s uc h  an image or 
t urn of p hr a s e is c h arac t er is t ic enough but t h at it is , or is not , 
t o  be exp ec t ed o f  Wordswor t h  at t h at part ic u l ar t im e .  Unl ik e  s om e  
g o o d  Wordswor t h ian s ,  moreover ,  ( t o s ay not h ing o f  t h e  b ad o n es ) ,  h e  
knows h is C o l er id g e  wel l enough t o  writ e  p er s u a s iv ely a b o u t  t h e  
subt l e  and f a r - r eac h ing ef f ec t s  o f  eac h p o et upon t h e  o t h er . 

I n  i t s  mai n argument at iv e  d ev el opment , t h is b o o k  s hows 
Word swort h s t rugg l ing, w it h  varying s uc c es s ,  to arriv e  at and s u s t a in 
a wo rl d-view c ap ab l e  o f  r el a t ing opp o s ed id ea s o f  t ime : on t h e  o n e  
hand, a s e c ure b u t  c omfort l e s s  r e c o gn i t i on o f  t ime a s  l in ear ; o n  t h e  
oth er , t h o s e  t r ansc en d ent moment s ,  whet h er c om f o r t ing o r  appal l in g ,  
o f  r e l eas e if n o t  f r om t ime it s el f  t h en f r om t hat way o f  r eg a r d ing 
t ime . I n  a l anguage only l at el y  r e s u r r ec t ed ,  "K a ir o s "  and "Aio n "  
st and op p o s ed t o  "C hrono s" . Al l t h is mak es f o r  an a s s u r ed t hough 
not e s s e n t i a l l y  n ovel  approac h  to the i d e a  o f  "s pot s of  t im e" ;  t o  
t ho se  we l l -known and j u s t l y  admir ed p o em s  in whic h  Wordswo r t h  t r eat s ,  
for exampl e , o f  t he i n t e r fu s i on of t ime p r es ent and t im e  p a s t  in a

' 

p l ac e  revi s i t e d ; and t o  t h o s e  ot h er p o em s  and ep is o d es , o f  no l es s  
m e r i t , where  t he sudden  int erv ent ion - o f  a l eec h-gat h er er o r  a 
d i s c h a r g e d  s o l d i e r  - s e ems  t o  d is rupt t h e  v ery r eign o f  t im e .  I t  
al s o  mak e s  a b a s i s for  c o n s i de r i ng s ome quit e u n exp ec t ed p o em s  u n d er 
t he same a s p e c t  and for  r e ac hi ng out i n t o  c omparat ively un f am il iar 
part s o f  Word swort h ' s  oeuvre . 
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At t ime s t he r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  l o s s  of adj u s tment between  argumen t  
and s ub j ec t -mat t e r . F o r  me , at  l e a s t , s ome o f  t he s l i gh t e r  poems  
c annot  qu i t e  b e ar the  we i ght of t h i s anal y s i s . And , agai n , s ome 
g e n e r al i z at i on s  about t he e i gh t e e n t h  c ent ury - about at t i t ud e s  t o  
s an i t y  and madn e s s  o r  about t h e  c ompl e t e  p e rvas ive ne s s  of N ewt on ' s  
d oc t ri n e s  - are a s  h ar s h  a s  t hey are s imp l ifi e d . The  c h o i c e  of 
B l ake  as wi t ne s s  h e r e  sugge s t s  t hat Dr B e er ' s  s t ud i e s  of t hat p o e t  
m a y  h ave c o l oured h i s own t h i nk i ng . N o  d o u b t  B l ak e  fe l t  i t  
p e r s onal ly  nec e s s ary t o  swe e p  a s i de the i de a s  of h i s predec e s s o r s . 
T o  ac c e p t  h i s gui d anc e t he r e , howeve r , i s  l i k e  ac c ep t i ng D . H� .Lawrenc e  
a s  a g u i d e  t o  darke s t  B l o om s b u ry . 

A s  an i n s t rumen t  of c ri t i c al anal y s i s , D r  B e e r  addre s s e s  h i m s e l f  
t o  t he i d e a  t hat t he c r i t i c : 

s houl d l o ok fi r s t  not  for  t he homoge n e i t y  of Wordswort h ' s  
d i c t i on but for t he d i s t urbanc e s  i n  i t  - t he moment s ,  for 
examp l e , whe r e  he  u s e s  an unexpec t ed word , or even a normal 
one  wi t h  s ome unexpec t e d  h e i g h t e n i ng of effec t .  The more 
puz z l i ng t he u s age , t he more l i ke l y  it  i s  t h at the key wi l l  
b e  found i n  s ome s ub t e rrane an work i ng of Word swort h ' s  
imag i nat i on ( i nvi t i ng , i n  t urn , r e apprai s al of s ome of h i s 
more c ommonpl ac e  expre s s i on s ) .  ( p . 2 7 )  

Some of t he mo s t  rewarding  p o i n t s made t hroughout - and t hey are 
many - s t em from a keen at t e n t i on to j u s t  s uc h  "di s t urbanc e s" .  Many 
r e ade r s  wi l l  have c orroborat i ve examp l e s  of t h e i r  own t o  add . 
"St anding on t he t op of g o l d e n  hours" ( p . 41 ) may we l l  c ar ry a 
refe renc e , i n  t hat c ont ext , t o  s p i nn i n g- t o p s  a s  we l l  a s  mount a i n - t op s 
and whe e l s of fort une . The  al l u s i on t o  As  You Li k e  It n o t e d  i n  one 
p l ac e  ( p . 1 64 )  is  mat c hed  by an al l u s i on to Macb e t h  ( "Me thought I 
he ard a voi c e  c ry ,  ' Sl e e p  no  more ! , I t ) . To multi p l y  s uc h  e x ampl e s , 
howeve r , i s  t o  ac knowl edge  the powe r of t he i n s t rume n t  we are offe red . 

It rema i n s  true t hat t hi s  i n s t rument  of method i s  much l e s s  
unort hodox i n  c ri t i c i sm s i nc e  Emp s on and Le o Sp itz e r  (if not , i nd e e d , 
s i nc e  C o l e r i dge ) than D r . B e e r ' s  e n e rg e.t i c  account of i t  imp l i e s . And 
t he at t emp t to j u s t ify i t s  u s e , as if  j u s t ific ati on  were n e e d e d , l e ads  
to  unduly  fi rm d i s t i nct i on s  b e t we e n  "the  word s on t h e  p age" and  t ho s e  
o t h e r  "hi nt s ,  y e arni n g s , and h aunt i ng s  whi ch a r e  only half pre s e n t  i n  
t h e  t ex t "  ( p . 2 1 ) .  As  s omeone remarked  l ong ago , the words  a r e  o n  t h e  
page - or  t hey a r e  n owhe re . A n  an a l o gy wi t h  D r  B e e r ' s  own s t y l e  may 
c l arify my p o i n t . There  i s  a s e n s e  i n  whi c h  Yeat s i s  half p r e s ent  
t hroughout thi s book  on Word swort h :  an adumb rat i o n , p o s s i b ly , of  work 
in progre s s ? Were it not  s o , one  c oul d see no  oc c a s i on what eve r for 
a refe r e nc e to "Yeat s ' s  s t re e t -wal k e r s "  (p . 1 3 8 :  my i t al i c s )  in a 
c omment on a p a s s ag e  about London , a c i ty whe re  s t re e t -wal k e r s  are 
ne i t he r  unexpec t e d  nor  e spec i al ly Yeat s i an .  B u t  it i s  s o : and , 
ac c ordingl y , t h i s odd l i t t l e  remark fal l s  i n t o  p e r s p e c t ive a s  an 
"unreal i z e d" part  of a l arger affi ni ty . And yet , agai n , one t ak e s  i t  
t o  be  s o  only b e c a u s e  t h e s e  "hi nt s , yearn i ng s , and haunt i ng s "  are 
them s e l ve s  among the word s on t h e  page s of Word s wo r t h  in Time . There 
are s t i l l  t ho s e , in  s hort , wh o read Word swort h and other p o e t s 
e n t i r e l y  for "t he  s u rfac e di c t i on" : but  one may doubt whe t h e r  t hey 
d e s e rve t he at t en t i on t hey are given h e r e . 

Suc h methodol ogi c al c avi l s  notwi t h s t anding , t h e  not i on of 
addre s s i ng part i c ul ar at t e nt i on t o  "di s t urb ance s" i n  t he t ext  prove s 
a s  r ewarding  for t he under stan d i n g  of Wordswort h ' s p o e t i c  l ap s e s  a s  
f o r  t he enhanc e d  apprec i at i on o f  h i s fi n e s t  moment s .  D r  B e e r  wri t e s  
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we l l  and s e r i o u s l y  of Word sworth ' s banal ity and batho s . H e  fOl l ow s  
C o l e r i dge i n  s ugge sti ng th at t h e  m a n  w h o  mu �t alway s te st h i s 

. exp e r i e nce s on hi s own pul s e s  i s  only t oo llkely  to announc e ,  wlth an 
ai r of di scove ry , s omethi ng that h i s fel l ows t ak e  for �rant ed . And 
he add s the l e s s  fami l i ar but no  l e s s  val uab l e  sugge stlon that 
banal i ty cou l d  help "p re s e rve (Wo rdsworth ) agai n s t . the extreme 

. work i n g s  of hi s own consci o u s n e s s" (p . 1 5 3 ) . H e  wrlte s better stll l , 
with a s o b e r  f e l icity ,  of tho s e  moments when Word sworth l e ad s  u s  to 
recogn i z e  that even "th e  bl ank rock-face . . .  i s  open to the s ound of 
hi dden torrents , or th at , at the touch of s u n l i ght ,  it i s  thrown i nto 
a more bearabl e rel i e f" (p . 27 l . 

J . F .  Burrows  
C ommonwe alth F e l l ow ,  1 9 7 9 - 8 0  

MO RAL SC EPTICISM AND MO RAL KNOWLEDGE . B y  Renford B ambrough . 
Routl edge and Kegan Paul , 1 9 7 9 . Pp . i x  + 1 6 6 .  £ 5 . 5 0 

It was , I th i nk , j u st 1 8  ye a r s  ago , i n  the Lent Term 1 9 62 , th at 
I fi r st was s e nt to Re nford B ambrough f o r  s u p e rvi s i on - i n  Gre e k  
phi l o s ophy - al ong with the other  C l a s s ical undergraduate s o f  my 
year . We had al r e ady heard him l ecture i n  the F aculty on ' Socr ate s 
and Wittg e n ste i n ' : one of tho s e  cour s e s  whi ch generate a hum o f  
antici p ati on i n  the aud i e nce - i t  h a d  opened  t o  u s  a n e w  wor l d  of 
th ought which l ittl e i n  our previ ous  experi e nce of l ite rature or 
phi l o s ophy had p r e p ared u s  to conce ive of . B ut it  was the s u p e r
vi s i on s  which conf i rme d  s ome of u s  i n  our conve r s i o n  t o  p h i l o s op hy , 
and i n  due cour s e  l e d  M i k e  B r e a r l ey , Michael  Schol ar and me to read  
wi t h  Renf ord for  Part 1 1  of the  Moral  Sci e nce Tri p o s . 

Thi s s n atch of autobi ograp hy i s  prompte d by the Pre s i d e nt ' s new 
book . For  the re adi ng of it  has p owerfu l l y  revived memor i e s  of those 
early s u p e rvi s i on s . I know exactly why it h a s  done s o . Eve ryth i n g  
t he Pre s i d e nt write s i s  wri tten t o  te ach u s  t o  t hi nk about matter s  
theoretical and p r actical , o r  rath e r  to s h ow u s  how we d o  and must 
think . And it is  written in a sty l e  and tone d i sti nctive o f  its  
author . I have often h e ard him s ay (p . 6 ) : 

' We al s o  fi nd that much of the troubl e th at the the or i e s  
[sc . o f  moral p h i l o s opher s ]  cau s e  and much o f  the troubl e t h at 

cau s e s  the theori e s  ari s e s  where  one t h e ory i s  I n  s ecret and 
mi staken agreement with anoth e r , whe r e  becau s e  they both agree  
on a fal s e  d i s j uncti on e ach of them s acri f i ce s a truth th at the  
othe r  strenuou s l y  guard s , and embrace s the p aradox that  i t  i s  
th e p r imary functi on of the oth e r  to controve rt . '  

I do not recal l hearing  him ob s e rve (p . 8 ) : 

' The reductive phi l o s op h e r  of sci e nce we ars  hi s 
operational def i n iti ons  on  hi s s l e eve as proud p r oof of the 
t ouqhne s s  of hi s mi nd . The conve nti onal i st about l ogical 
nece s s ity i s  comfortably con sci ous  that Occam ' s razor g i ve s  a 
smo oth s h ave . ' 
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N o r  w a s  I unsurpr i s e d by t he c od a  o f  C h ap t e r  6 ( p .  1 04 ) : 

' We n e e d  not  deny , a s  we t hr ow away t he s h e l l s , t h at t he 

oy s t e r s  were s uc c ul ent  and nut r i t i ou s , even i f  we al l ow or 

i n s i s t  t h at t he r e  are o t h e r  and p l ai ne r  s ourc e s  o f  nour i s hment . '  

I wou l d  c e r t ainly  h ave  s c ored  h e av i ly i n  any q u i z o n  t h e  i dent i ty o f  

t he aut hor o f  t h e s e  quot at i on s . 

I t  w i l l  al re ady h ave  b e c ome apparent  t hat  Moral  S c e p t I c I sm and 

Moral Knowl edge  i s  a h i ghly p o l i s h e d  art e f ac t . Al t h ough t he book  

app e a r s  ( s omewh at unc onv i nc i ngly ) in a s e r i e s . on  p h i l o s op hi c al 

p syc hol ogy , i t  i s  t h e  v e ry o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  sWI f t ly c ?mp o s e d  and 

swi f t l y  t hought r e s p o n s e  to an i nv i t at i on whi c h  not l � f r e quent lY 

f i n d s  i t s  way i n t o  s uc h  c on t e xt s . I t  i s  no exagg e r at I on t o  s ay t h at 

we h av e  h e r e  t h e  s t ud i e d  d i s t i l l at i on o f  a young i s h  l i f e t ime ' s  

r e f l ec t i on upon moral  t hought . The  up s h o t  of  t hat r e f l ec t i on i s  

c l e ar , d e f i ni t e , and f i rm , al t hough n o t  e a s i ly s ummari z e d . As  t h e  

aut h o r  ob s e rv e s  ( pp .  3 0 - 1 ) :  

' I f a di s put e i s  c ap ab l e  o f  b e i ng s e t t l e d by t h e  p r e 

s en t at i on o f  a memor ab l e  t he o ry o r  by a b r i e fly  manag e ab l e 

d e s c r i p t i on t h e n  i t  i s  almo s t  c ert ainly not  a phi l o s ophi c al 

d i s pu t e  and i t  i s  qui t e  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a l ong- s t andi n g  

p hi l o s o p h i c al d i s p ut e . T h e  p aradox i c al doc t ri n e s  a n d  t he . 
u n s ound s c e p t i c al argument s abound p r ec i s e l y  bec au s e  t here  I S  

n o  way o f  d e s c r i b i ng t h e  p e c u l i ar i t y  of  moral  j udgement s t h at 

i� bri e f  and ac c u r a t e  and memorabl e . '  

A revi ewer , h owev e r , mu s t  a t t empt t he imp o s s i bl e . And i n  f ac � t h e  

s ec ond s e n t enc e j u s t  quot e d  i nt imat e s  s ome t hi ng o f  t he e s s e nt I al 

d oc t ri ne o f  t h e  work . I t  i s  a t re nc h an t  d e f e nc e  o f  t he c ommon s e n s e  

v i ew o f  moral i ty a s  a mat t er o f  obj ec t i v e  r i g h t  a n d  wrong , a n d  a s  

s ub j ec t t o  rat i onal argument  and i nve s t i g a t i o n  a n d  r e f l ec t i on n o  

l e s s  t h an any o t h e r  t op i c  o f  i nqui ry or d i s ag r e em e n t  or p u z z l ement . 

E ac h  succ e s s ive  c hapt e r  t ak e s  up t he s ame t heme , and deve l o p s  i t  

wi t h  un f ai l i ng re s ourc e i n  a new key o r  wi t h  a fre s h  i nve r s i on . 

Whi l e  s ome part s o f  t h e  work wi l l  b e  o f  m o s t  i nt e r e s t  t o  p r o f e s s i onal 

o r  t i ro p hi l o s op h er s , the who l e  i s  wri t t en wi t h  t he c ommo� r e ad e r  

above al l i n  m i n d . F o r  i t  i s  o n e  o f  Mr . B ambr ough ' s  c ardI nal 

p h i l o s op hi c al b e l i e f s  t h at p hi l O S op hy i s  t oo import ant t o . b e  . 
addre s s e d  j u s t  t o  o t h e r  p h i l o s o p h er s . I woul d have d e s c r I b e d  t h I S 

a s  a b e l i e f  u n f a s h i onab l e  among p h i l o s op h e r s  we re  i t  not  for  t h e  

s uc c e s s  he  h a s  i n  p e r s uading  c on t r i but o r s  t o  t he j ournal P hi l o s ophy , 

whi c h  h e  h a s  e d i t e d  s i nc e  1 9 7 2 , t o  s h are i t . 

I t  i s  t ime t o  g i v e  s ome  i ndi c at i on o f  t he c h arac t e r o f  t h e  

argument at i on o f  t he b o o k . I t ak e  a s  m y  examp l e  t he aut �or ' � t r e a t 

men t  o f  ' an o b j ec t i on whi c h  i s  u s u a l l y  f e l t  t o  h ave s P �c l a� I f . not  

c onc l u s iv e  forc e agai n s t  obj ec t iv i s m ' ( p .  3 8 ) . The  ObJ ec � l o� I S
. 

t h at ' i f we b e l i eve  ( a s Hume doe s ) t h at t here  � moral . d l s t l nc t l on s  

( Ri gh t  a n d  Wrong , G o o d  a n d  Ev i l ) w e  s h al l  bec ome d ogm�t l c and 

aut h or i t ar i an , and . .  , , in the l i ght  o f  t hat  a s s umpt I o n , we s hal l 

have r e a s on f o r  our aut hor i t ar i an p r i nc i p l e  and p r ac t i c e ' ( p .  3 9 ) . 

Mr . B ambrough quot e s  a v a r i ety  o f  evi l s  whi c h  h av e  b e e� al l e�e d  by 

p hi l o s op h e r s  to b e  t he c on s equenc e of b e l � e � in t he obJ ec t IV I t y  o f  

moral s .  He  t he n  d e p l oy S  agai n s t  t h I S P O S I t I on a v e ry o l d  form o f  

c ount e r - argumen t , b e l ov e d  o f  t h e  Gr e e k s  from Democ r i t u s  and P l at o  t o  

S e x t u s  Emp i r i c u s  ( p .  40 ) : 

' Nowe l l - Smi t h  and H are and [Wi l l i am ]  J ame s are h o i s t  wi t h  
� he  s a�e p e t ard . P e r s e c ut i on , i nqui s i t i on and s l av e ry func t i on 
I n  t he I r . argument s a s  moral v i l l ai ni e s  t h at t he obj ec t i v i s t ' s  
moral  phl l O S ?p h� requi r e s  h i m  t o  c ount enanc e . They s e e  t hem
s e l v e s  � s p O I n t I n g  out to t he obj ec t i vi s t  t h at h e  has made a 
moral mI s t ak e . They ac c ordi ngly s e e  t h em s e l v e s  a s  c orrec t i ng 
t hat mI s t ake , as t he s c e p t i c  o f  t he s e n s e s  c or r ec t s  t h e  mi s t ake 
o f .

one who s e e s  a s  an oa s i s  what i s  only a m i rage , a s  a b e n t  
s t I c k  w h a t  I S  r e a l l y  a s t r a i g h t  s t i c k  i n  wat e r . But  a m i s t ake 
c ann ?t b e  c orrec t e d  or even made i n  a sphere in whi c h  t he r e  i s  
n o  r I ght  o r  wrong o r  t rue o r  f al s e .  Our r e c o gn i t i on t h at 
� l av e ry and tyr anny and p e r s e c ut i on are moral l y  obj e c t i onab l e  
I S  a s amp l e  o f  t he moral knowl edge t hat t he c ri t i c s ' c o nc l u s i on 
deC l are s t ? b e  Imp O S S I b l e , even whi l e  t h e i r  p remi s e s  openly  
exemp l I fy I t . '  

. . 
Thi � p a s s ag e  i s  a c harac t e r i s t i c  one i n  many way s . I t s  r e a s on-

I ng I S  c r� s p  and e l e g an t  and expl i c i t : one knows exac t ly what i s  
b� lng  c l a� med and why . I t  s t o p s  t he r e ad e r  i n  h i s t rac k s  and forc e s  
h I m  t o  c rI t I c al �e f l ec t i on n o t  mer� l y  o n  what t h e  aut h o r  i s  s ay i n g  
b u t  on w h a t  he h Im s e l f o u g h t  t o  t h I nk . B u t  imme d i acy o f  impac t i s  
not boug�t at t he c o s t  o f  d e a f n e s s  t o  t he i n t e rt w i n e d  t r adi t i on s  o f  
moral . p h� l o s op hy and Engl i s h l e t t e r s . One o f  t he p l e a s ure s o f  t h e  
book I S . l t S  c ourt e ?u s  d i al ogue wi t h  phi l o s op h e r s  o f  t w o  or  t hr e e  
gene rat I o n s  ago , l I ke  R o s s and R a s h d al l , J ame s a n d  P e i rc e  a s  we l l  a s  
I t S  regre t fu l l y

. 
qual i f i e d  devot i on t o  H ume and G . E .  Moore : N o t i c e  

t o o � � he c omparI s o n  ? f t h� d i f f i c ul t i e s  o f  t h e  ant i -ob j ec t i vi s t  
' 

PO S I t I on about moral I ty WI t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  s c e p t i c  at t ac k  on our know
l e dge of t he ext e �nal worl d . . Mr . B amb rough eve rywh e r e  i n s i s t s , and 
nowhere  �o� e t e l l I ngly t h an In t h e  br i l l i ant  s e c ond c h apt e r , t h at i f  
we s c r�t l n l z e  doub t s about t �e o b j e c t i v i t y  o f  moral  r e a s o n i ng and 
moral J udgment , we u s u a l l y  f I nd t hat  t h ey are twi n s  or  at l e a s t  
C ?US l n S  t o  doub t s whi c h  p h i l o � o p h e r s  h ave  rai s e d  about t h e  obj ec t i 
V I t y  o f . o� her  forms . o f  r e a s on I n g  and o t h e r  typ e s  o f  j udgment ; and 
c o�t r arlwl s e , t � at I f  we are i nv i t e d  to endor s e  t he obj ec t iv i t y  o f  
s C l enc � and l Og l � , w� � hoUl d  n o t  f a i l  t o  d i s c ern  equal  r e a s on f o r  
endor S I ng t he ?b J e� t l v l t y  o f  e t h i c s .  C e n t r al t o  h i s argument , here  
a s  el s ewhere � I S  �l s . ac c e p t anc e o f  t he i de a  o f  moral t rut h and  f a l s e 
hood . F o� h� s p r I nC I p al opponent s - wri t e r s  l i k e R . M .  H a r e  and 
B e rnard WI l l � am s - are anx i ous  to al l ow moral r e a s o n i n g  many o f  t he 
c harac t � r l s t l c  f� at ure s o � al l r e a s o n i n g : argument , p r emi s e , 
conc � u s l on , c on S I s t e ncy , I nc on S I s t ency , val i d i ty , i nv al i di t y , t o  
m�n t l on only . s om� o f  t he mo �e fundament al . B u t  t hey hope  t o  rec on
C I l � s uc h  obJ e c t I v e  p r o p e r t I e s  o f  r e a s on i n g  wi t h  s ome form of 
ethl c �l subj ec t i v i sm . And t h e i r  hope  i s  f ounded on t he i de a  t h at t h e  
mo st  lm�ort ant a n d  b a s i c  propert i e s  o f  re a s on i ng c an b e  d i vorc ed f r om 
t �e not I o n s  o f  t ru t h  and f al s ehood , not i o n s  whi c h  s h o u l d  i n  t he i r  
VIew b e  abandoned i n  t he p hi l o s op h i c al c h ar ac t e ri z at i on o f  moral 
J udgment s . Only t hen , t hey b e l i eve , wi l l  t he rat i onal i t y  o f  moral  
argument b e  rendered  c ompat i b l e  wi t h  what  t hey t ak e  to  be  j u� t  as  
Import ant  a f e a� ure  o f  moral i t y : our fre edom to  c ho o s e  our own fund a
ment a� moral p r I nC I p l e s , our r e s p on s i bi l i ty to t ak e  up our own 
IndI V I dual s t anc e on d e e p  and c on t r overt e d  moral i s s u e s . 

'
ec 

. � n C �apt e r s  4 t o  6 Mr . B ambrough . expl i c i t ly r e j ec t s  t he sub�
ou

t l�I S � � d e a  t h at . moral f r e e d om i s  a mat t e r  o f  ab s o l ut e l y  aut on o -
S I ndI V I dual c h O I c e . H e  sugge s t s t hat moral f r e e d om i s  founded  

rathe r on an ab ' l ' t . .  
t d 

I I � p r e r e qUI S I t e  f o r  a l l  human enqui ry : our abi l i ty 
o raw our c onc l U S I on s  f r om ev i de nc e whi c h  we h av e  to s e e k  out  and 
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smile. This of course was the real Dennis Bailey; and this in all 

probability is the memory which will be treasured most of all by his 

very many friends . 

J . C . H .  

Rev i ews 

Alec C. Crook, From the Foundation to Gilbert Scott: a history ?f the 
buildings of St John ' s  College, Cambridge, 1 5 1 1  to 1 8 8 5 . Cambrldge: 
printed for the College . 1 9 8 0 .  £ 9 ; £ 5  to Junlor Members. 

The College was already indebted to Mr . Alec Crook for h�s 
earlier book Penrose to Cripps ( 1 9 7 8 ) , In whlch he told the hlstory 
of the College buildings from 1 8 8 5  to 1 9 7 8  (see The Eagle, No 2 8 7 , 

pp. 2 7 - 3 0 ) . That book not only provi�ed the first full account of 
additions and alterations to the fabrlc of the.College over the past 
century but also had the unique interest that It was �rltten by the 
architect immediately in charge of the maJ or restoratlon of the older 
Courts, begun in 1 9 3 4  and taken up again in 1 9 5 8  after a long 
interruption caused by the war. 

He has now greatly increased that indebtedness by . this new book 
telling the history of the buildings over t�e whole perlod from the 
foundation of the College in 1 5 1 1  to 1 8 8 5 , lncludlng therefore the 
great changes of the seventh decade of the nineteenth century, the 
building of the new Chapel, the enlargement of t�e Hall, . a0d the 
building of a new Master's Lodge, with the drastlc demolltlons these 
changes involved . 

This long period is, of course, covered in t�e . second volume of 
the great work by R .  Willis and J . W. Clark, The Archltectur�l Hlstory 
of the Universit of Cambridge and of the Coll�ges of Cambrldg� and 
Eton 1 8 8 6 , a source of information on the bUlldlngs of Cambrl�ge 
that can never be superseded. Mr Crook naturally draws upon �hls 
source, and upon the other relevant published sources, th� wrltlngs 
of Torry, Babbington, Mullinger, Bonney, Scott, the Cambrldge vol�mes 
of the Royal Commission on Historical Monument� ( 1 9 5 9 ) , and the rlch 
resources of The Eagle. A Bibliography duly llStS them all. �ut he 
also draws directly upon original material in the College archlves, 
accounts, plans, contracts, correspondence, and the concluslon.Books 

of the Master and Seniors. Some of this material has not prevlously 
been used in writings on the buildings . 
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His arrangement is chronological . The result is a clear, yet 
detailed, and always interesting account, beginning with the original 
buildings of the College at its foundation and then telling of new 
building and expansion, century be century: Metcalfe ' s  little Court, 
long ago demolished, the Second Court, the new Library by the river, 
the west and south ranges of the Third Court, the extension across 
the river and the building of the New Court, together with numerous 
changes over the period in buildings already erected . At the same 
time, though more briefly, the book describes the extension of the 
College precincts and changes in the lay-out of the grounds. It 
provides, for the first time, within the space of about 1 8 0 pages, an 
architectural history of the College; though to cover the whole 
period to the present day it must be read together with the earlier 
book Penrose to Cripps. 

The book is illustrated by plans, drawings, and photographs . 
These naturally include reproductions, necessarily on a reduced scal� 
of David Loggan's two perspective views from Cantabrigia Illustrata 
( 1 6 9 0 ) , which are indispensable for a study of the history of the 
buildings . Mr Crook also provides a drawing giving his own impres
sion of the thirteenth-century Chapel of the Hospital of St John, 
which, transformed into Tudor Gothic, became the Chapel of the 
College and so remained until 1 8 6 5 . The book is beautifully produced 
by the University Press in a format identical with that of Edward 
Miller's Portrait of a College ( 1 9 6 1 ) ,  to which it is thus an 
architectural companion. �he frontispiece is a watercolour by John 
Ward, showing the north-east corner of the Second Court with the 
Chapel tower behind, commissioned by Dr . N.F.M . Henry in 1 9 8 0  and 
presented by him to the College . 

Mr Crook's use of contemporary correspondence adds greatly to 
the interest of his account of the building of the present Library in 
1 6 2 4  (the correspondence with John Williams, Bishop of Lincoln, was 
printed by Scott in The Eagle ) and to his account of the discussions 
with Wren and Hawksmoor, which led eventually to the building of the 
old Bridge under the charge of Robert Grumbold in 1 7 1 2 .  

The part of the book in which most new detail is provided is 
the two final chapters dealing with the building of Gilbert Scott's 
new Chapel in 1 8 6 5  and the consequent demolition of the old Chapel 
and of the original Master's Lodge and Combination Rooms, the 
lengthening of the Hall, and the erection of the present Master ' s  
Lodge on a site that originally had lain outside the precincts of the 
College . The detailed account is enlivened by use of the diary of 
G.F. Reyner, Senior Bursar, who had immediate oversight of the work, 
and of the notes of W.M . Cooper, the Clerk of Works . The number of 
skilled masons employed emphasizes the immensity of the task of 
erecting a Gothic building like the Chapel. Today, even if the 
masons could be recruited, the cost would be beyond the resources of 
any College. 

Mr Crook has, I think, successfUlly solved the complex problem 
of the projection on the north side of the Second Court, now pierced 
by the doorway leading from C Staircase to the Chapel Court. Built 
originally to provide a staircase from the Master's Gallery (now the 
Combination Room ) to his bedrooms on the floor above, it passed 
through later changes and was given its present form by Gilbert 
Scott. He also does much to clarify the arrangements of the original 
Master ' s  Lodge and Combination Rooms and of the Gallery added to the 
Lodge when the Second Court was built . 
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A work o f  t h i s  s c o pe on the C o l l e g e b u i l d i n g s  i n ev i t ably 
r a i s e s  que s t i o n s  as we l l  as  supplying an swe r s . Mr C r o o k  ac c e p t s ( p .  
1 4 ) , l i ke Wi l l i s  and C l a rk ( vo l . i i , p .  3 1 7 ) , payme n t s  t o  J o hn Adams 
in 1 6 6 5 -6 as evidence t h a t  the d o o r s  of the Great Gat e we re made at 
t h at t i me , r e p l ac i ng t h e r e f o r e  t he o r i g i n al doors made by Thomas 
L ov e d ay . The Royal C ommi s s i on on H i s t o r i c al Monum e n t s  ( p .  1 8 9 )  h e l d , 
howeve r ,  i n  v i ew o f  t h e i r  s ty l e  and n o t w i t h s t an d i n g  t h e  payment s t o  
Adams , t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d o o r s  were s t i l l  s u b s t an t i al l y t h o s e  made by 
L ov e d ay in about 1 5 1 6 .  Mr C r o o k  t h i n k s  ( p .  7 2 ) ,  as  I d i d  for,ll�rly 
( Th e  E ag l e , v o l . l i i i , p .  1 5 7 ) , that a culvert under t h e  p a t h  l e ad i n g  
n o r t hwa r d s  from T r i n i t y P i e c e , b r i c k e d  u p  i n  1 9 6 5 , w a s  t h e  ' op e n i n g ' 
made u n d e r  a C o l l e ge Order o f  2 8  F e b r ua ry 1 7 6 1  ( B ake r-Mayo r , p .  1 0 3 9 ) . 
B u t  a m i nu t e  o f  t h e  M a s t e r  and S e n i o r s  o f  T r i n i t y C o l l e ge , d a t e d  1 8  
M a r c h  1 8 6 2 , makes i t  probable t h a t  t he c u l ve r t  was made a c e n t ury 
l a t e r . The ' o p e n i ng ' of 1 7 6 1  more probably c on n ec t ed t h e  e n d  of t h e  
d i t c h  runn i n g  s o u t hwar d s  from t h e  p r e s e n t  i ron b r i d g e  t ha t  c arri e s  
t h e  B r o a d  Wal k wi t h  t h e  T r i n i t y  d i t c h  opp o s i t e  t o  i t . Mr Crook ' s  p l an 
X I I  o f  t he C o l l e ge Groun d s  s hows ' B ac h e l o r s ' Wal k '  as t he n ame o f  t h e  
p a t h  l e ad i n g  n o r t hwar d s  f r o m  T r i n i ty P i e ce . I a m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  n ame , 
u s e d  i n  a C o l l e ge Order o f  1 9  F e b ruary 1 7 8 0  ( B ake r-Mayor , p .  1 0 8 6 ) , 
ap p l i e d t o  t h e  p a t h  adj o i n i n g  t h e  d i t c h  t h a t  s e parat e s  T r i n i ty M e adow 
and St J ohn ' s  M e adow . The ' b l u e  g a t e ' o f  that Order s t ood at i t s  
we s t e r n  e n d . B u t  unc e r t a i n t i e s  o f  t h i s  k i nd i n  n o  way d e t rac t f rom 
t h e  e x c e l l ence or accuracy of Mr C ro o k ' s  book . 

H i s  book i s  a n o t a b l e  add i t i on t o  t h e  b o o k s  about t h e  Col l ege . 
I t  w i l l  i n t e r e s t  and i n f o rm generat i o n s  of J o h n i an s  t o  c ome and enab l e  
t h em t o  know a n d  under s t an d  more f u l l y t h e  bui l d i ng s  t hey are p r i v 
i l e g e d  t o  i nhab i t . A n d  i t  wi l l  f u l f i l  a f u r t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  purpo s e . A 
k nowl e d g e  o f  t h e  h i s t o ry o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e i r  proper 
c are . W i t hout i t , features o f  great h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t  are e a s i l y  
o b l i t e r a t e d  o r  d e s t royed . F o r  exampl e ,  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e o f  t h e  
S ec o n d  C ou r t , fac i ng T r i n i ty C o l l e g e , t he r e  s t i l l  survives i n  a w i n d ow 
b l oc ke d  on t h e  i n s i d e  one o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c a seme n t s o f  t h e  C o ur t , 
c o mp l e t e  w i t h  i t s  wrough t - i ronwork and l e aded pan e s . I t  s hows how a l l  
t h e  w i n d ows o f  t h e  Court m u s t  have appeared when t h e  Court was bu i l t . 
Ag a i n , t h e  anc i en t  door i n  t h e  arc hway l e ad i n g  from C S t a i rc a s e  Sec ond 
C ou r t  to the C hapel door is the ac t u al door that once c l o s e d  t he d o or
way in t he F i r s t  Court that f o rmed the ent rance to the C h ap e l  and 
M a s t e r ' s  L odge . B i s h o p  F i s h e r  m u s t  have opened and c l o s e d it a s  he 
p a s s e d  t hrough . W i t h  l i t t l e  doubt , i t  was mad e by Thomas L oveday , 
m a s t e r  c ar pe n t e r , who made t h e  d o o r s  o f  t h e  Great Gat e , t h e  o t h e r  
p r i n c i p a l  d o o r s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i ng s , t h e  s t al l s  i n  t h e  C hap e l , and 
i n  al l probab i l i ty the hamme r-beam roof o f  the H al l ,  the f i ne s t  t imber 
r o o f  in C ambri dge . 

By wr i t i n g  t h i s  book , whi c h  w i l l  t e l l  p r e s e n t  and f u t ure 
J o h n i a n s  about t h e i r  b u i l d i ng s  and w i l l  c o n t r i b u t e  for years to c ome 
to t h e i r  proper c are , Mr Alec C ro o k  h a s  earned t h e  deep and l a s t i n g  
g r a t i t ud e  o f  t he C o l l e g e . 

J .  S . B .  S .  
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H e r b e r t  Marchan t , H i s  E xc e l l ency Regre t s  
W i l l i am K imbe r . £4 . 9 5  

As a modern l an g u a g e s  m a s t e r  a t  H arrow be f o r e  t he war , a s  a wart i me i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r  a t  B l e t c h l ey Park and t h e n  a s  a d i p l om a t  who s e rved In a v a r i e t y  o f  app o i n t me n t s  c u l mi n a t i n g  in t h a t  of H . M .  Amb a s s ador t o  Cuba d u r i n g  t h e  B ay o f  P i g s  and t he C ub a n  m i s s i l e  c r l s e s , S l r  H e r b e r t  Marchan t , K . C . M . G . , O . B . E .  - b e t t e r  k n own a s  B i l l  Marchant t o  h i s  c o n t empora � i e s  a t  S t . J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  ( 1 9 2 5 - 2 8 )  - h a s  had an ac t l v e  a n d  d i s t i ng u i s hed c ar e e r . N o t  c o n t e n t  wl t h  h l s  many o t h e r  achi eveme n t s , he h a s  n ow , i n  h i s  r e t i rement , wrl t t en a nove l . 

H i s  E xc e l l ency Regre t s  i s  n o t  h i s  f i r s t  b o o k ; wh i l e  s t i l l  a young sc h o o l m a s t e r  h e  s pe n t  a p e r i o d  o f  l e ave i n  t he S ov i e t  U n i on o f  wh i c h  h e  wro t e  a l i v e l y  acc ount e n t i t l ed S c r at c h  a R u s s i an . I n  o t h e r  r e s p ec t s , al s o , t h e  n ov e l  i s  n o t  t h e  w o r k  o f  a b e g i n n e r . S e t  i n  a B r l t l s h  E mb a s s y  I n  e a s t e rn E u r op e , i t  d r aw s  on h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a d l p l omat I n  Zagreb and Buchare s t , a s  we l l  as on h i s  e a r l y  adv e n t u r e s  I n  S o v l e t  Rus � l a , 
. t o  re-c re a t e  t h e  a u t he n t i c  a t m o s p h e r e  i n  wh i c h  work l S  d o n e  and l l f e l S  s u p p o r t e d  by d i p l omat i c  c ommun i t i e s  in t he c ap i t a l s  t h a t  l i e  beyond t he

. 
I ro n  C u r t ai n .  And i t  i s  wr i t t e n  by a p r ac t l s e d  hand I n  a s ty l e  whl c h  h a s  a l l  t h e  s p arene s s  and a s t r i ng e n c y  o f  a good Emb a s s y d e s p a t c h  - a n d  ? f t he a u t ho r ' s  p e r s o n al i ty - a n d  n o n e  o � t he t e d l um t ha t  c h a r ac t e r l s e s  m u c h  o f f i c i al c o r r e s po n d enc e a n d  many f l r s t  nove l s . T h l s comes o u t  o n  t he f i r s t  page , whe r e  S i r  Herbert e x p l a l n s  why he .

wrot e t he book " even t hough I was f u l l y  aware t h at a good d l p l omat t h l n k s  tWl c e  b e f o r e  s ay i n g  n o t h i ng " . 

Pros pec t i ve r e a d e r s  may b e  as s u r e d  t h a t  by t h i s  t e s t  - t hough not by any ot h e r  - t h e  a u t h o r  s h o�s t h at h e  w a s  n o t  a good d i p l om a t . He h a s  t hought more t h an t W l c e  w h l l e  wrl t i ng h i s  nove l ; a n d  h e  s a y s  a good deal t h a t  wl l l  l n t e re s t  t he s t ud e n t  o f  c u r r e n t  a f f a i r s  n o  l e s s  t h an t he am a t e u r  o f  e xc i t i n g  f i c t i on . 

F . H . H .  
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Reviews 

S o u r c e s  Proc e s s e s  and Me t h ods i n  C o l e r i dge ' s  B i og r a p h i a  L i t e rari a .  

B y  K a t hi een M .  Whee l e r . C ambr i dge U n i ve r s i t y P re s s , 1 9 8 0 . 

On f i r s t  r e a d i n g , S amuel Tay l or C o l e r i dge ' s  B i?g r ap h i a  
. 

' .  

L i t e r ari a ,  or B i ograp h i c al S k e t c he s  o f  � L i t e rary �l fe and Opl n l on s , 

p r e s e n t s i t s e l f  as one o f  t he more r am s h a c k� e c l a s � l c s  of E n gl l s h  

l i t e r a t u r e : c r i t i c i sms o f  Wordswort � , aut o b l og r a p h l c a l  anecdo;e � , 

hi s t ory o f  i de a s , a l l  i n t e r l e aved wl t h  an a c c o u n t  o f  t he f acu_ t l e s  and 

powers of t he human m i n d  t hat d r i n k s  deep f r om t he h e a d l e� s p r l n g s  o f  

Ge rman i d e al i s t  m e t aphys i c s .  One o f  t he few t hl n g s  � mm� d l a t � ly 

c ompre h e n s i b l e  about t he t ex t  is why it s houl � have l nc l t e d  l t S  

c o n t emporar i e s  t o  parody and d e r i s i on .  H e r e  l S  Thomas L ove Peacoc k ' s  

Mr F l o s ky ,  t he c harac t e r  who i n  N i g htmare Abbey d o e s  d u t y  f o r  

C o l e r i dge : 

T h i n k  i s  n o t  synonymous wi t h  be l i eve - f o r  b e l i e f , i n  many 

mo s t  impo r t an t  p ar t i c u l ar s , re s ul t s  f r om t he t ot al a b s e n c �  

t he abs o l u t e  n e g a t i on o f  t ho u g h t , and i s  t h e reby t he s a n e  

and o r t ho d ox c ond i t i on o f  t he mind ; and t hought a n d  be l l e f  

are b o t h  e s s e n t i al ly d i f f e r e n t  f r om fanc � , a�d � ancy , 
aga i n , i s  d i s t i n c t  from i ma g i n a t i on . T h l S d l s t l nc t l on 

b e tween f ancy and imag i n a t i on i s  one o f  t he mos � ab s t ru s e  

and impor t an t  p o i n t s  o f  m e t aphys i c s . I h ave
.
wrl t t e n

.
s even 

hundred p a g e s  o f  p r omi s e  to e l uc i d a t e  i t , �h l C h  pr?m l S e  I 
s h a l l  k e e p  as f a i t h f u l l y  as t he bank wl l l  l t S  proml s e  t o  

p ay .  

Modern J o hn i an s  are muc h k i n d er t han P e ac oc k .  What once arou s e d  t h� 
moc kery o f  a l l  now arou s e s  f r om among our . number w?r� s of s ymp a t h e t l c  

s c ho l a r s h i p . George Wat s o n  p r o v i d e d  u s  wl t h  a n  e d l t l o n  o f  t h� 
B i ograp h i a L i t e r a r i a  ( Eve ryman , 1 9 5 6 ) ; K a t h l een Whe e l e r  now g l v e s  u s  

a monograph t h at s p l e n d i d l y  i l l umi n a t e s  many o f  t h a� work ' s  darker 

fac e t s . Ar e we here , one wonder s ,  wi t ne s s i ng t he b l r t h  o f  a new 

c o l l e g i a t e  t r adi t i on ?  

T h e  ' s ourc e s ' i n  D r  Whe e l e r ' s  t i t l e  are t ho s e  o f  t h e  B i og r a p h i a  

L i t e rar i a ' s  a e s t h e t i c  a n d  m e t aphy s i c al d o c t �i n e s . A p l e t hora o f  n o t e 

b o o k s  l e t t e r s  a n d  marg i n al i a  r e c o r d s  C o l e r l dge ' s . gradual deve l o pment 

and a�t i c u l a t i on o f  t he s e  i de a s  i n  t he yea� s l e ad � n ? u� to � he 
. 

B i ograph i a .  Dr Whee l e r  d i s p l ay s  an e x t e� s l v� f am l l l �r l ty wl t h  t hl S
. , 

mat e r i al , and d e p l oys i t  t o  r e c on s t ruc t l� r l c h  d e t a l l  t he B l ographlas  

antec eden t s  i n  C o l e r i dge ' s  t h ought . At t lm e s  I f e l t  a l ac k  o f  

argument w h e r e  s om e  was n e e d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  C O l e r i dg e ' s . b o l d e r  

c on t en t i on s . The b l ame f o r  t hi s  l i e s  more wi t h  C o l e r l dge t h an wi t h  

D r  Whe e l e r . Odd a s i d e s  o f  h i s  c an s om e t i m e s  reveal a great 

pene t r at i on an d p e rc i p i enc e ; b u t  he t o o often f o r . my t a s t e s  r e p l a c e s  

s u s t ai n e d  a n d  c o n s e c u t ive argumen t  by pure a s s e r t � on . Thu s e v e n  i n  

t he m o s t  s e r i o u s ly argume n t a t i v e  s e c t i on o f  t he B l ograph l a , t h e  t e n  

t he s e s  o f  C h a p t e r  X I I , we a r e  t o l d  t h at ' T hat  t he s e l f-c on s c l o u s n e s s  

i s  t he f i x t  p o i n t  t o  whi c h  f o r  u s  a l l  i s  mort i c e d  a n d  annexed n e e d s  n o  

f u r t he r  p r o o f ' .  O n e  wou l d  b e  i nc l i n ed t o  c omme n t  ' B l u s t e r , n o t  

26  

p h i l o s ophy ' w e r e  i t  n o t  for t h e  wi s e  warn i n g s  Dr Whe e l e r  i s s u e s  on t he 
d i f f er enc e be tween a work o f  art  and a p h i l o s o p h i c al t re a t i s e , t he 
d i f f erenc e o f  approac h  t ha t  eac h r e q u i re s , and t he n e e d  t o  bear b o t h  
approac h e s  i n  m i nd when reading C o l e r i dge ( p .  8 1 ) .  

The ' S ourc e s ' o f  t he B i o g r a p h i a  L i t e rar i a  are more t han j u s t  i t s  
sourc e s  i n  C o l e r i dge ' s  own earl i e r  t hought . C o l e r i dge r e a d  w i d e l y  and 
bor rowed muc h .  The i n f l uence o f  e ar l i e r  phi l o s o p hy upon h i m  was o f t e n  
me d i a t e d  t h rough Ge rman Roman t i c  and i d e al i s t  wri t i n g s , above al l 
t ho s e  o f  Kant  and S c he l l i n g . B u t  f ar f rom n e g l i g i b l e  al s o  was , f o r  
examp l e , t he d i r e c t  i n f l uence o f  t he P l a t on i c  t r adi t i on i n  m any o f  i t s  
gui s e s , f rom P l a t o  h i m s e l f ,  t hrough t he neo- P l at on i s t  P l o t i nu s , t o  t he 
C ambr idge P l a t on i s t s  o f  t he s event e en t h  c e n t ury . Muc h o f  t h i s 
i n f l uenc e was ac knowl edged by C o l e r i dge hims e l f ,  n o t  l e a s t  i n  t he 
B i ograp h i a .  Dr Whe e l e r  d i s c l ai m s  an exhaus t ive s t udy o f  i n f l uenc e s  
and paral l e l s . Neve r t h e l e s s ,  one c annot but be i m p r e s s ed b y  t he way 
in whic h ,  u s i n g  a r e a d i n g  t hat s e e m s  no l e s s  e x t e n s i v e  t han 
C o l e r i dge ' s  i t s e l f ,  s he t r ac e s  t he B i ographi a ' s  p hi l o s o p hy of m i n d , 
i t s  m e t a p hy s i c s  and i t s  a e s t he t i c s  back t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l s .  I had 
only one q u i b b l e :  i s  it  really c o r r e c t  to  sugge s t  t ha t  t he E l e a t i c  
s c h o o l  h a d  a d o p t e d  a s u b j e c t i ve i de a l i s m  suc h a s  B e r k e l ey w a s  l a t e r  t o  
deve l o p  ( p .  3 3 ) ?  

The ' p r oc e s s e s ' and ' me t ho d s ' o f  Dr Whe e l e r ' s  t i t l e  are two 
modes o f  l i t e r ary c om p o s i t ion . Proc e s s e s  c onc ern , roughl y , t ho s e  
f e a t u r e s  o f  a work whi c h  t hough o f  l i t erary s i gn i f i c an c e , a r e  n o t  sub
j ec t  to  t he c on s c i o u s  gui danc e , and are perhaps n o t  even avai l ab l e  t o  
t he c on s c i ou s  awarene s s , o f  i t s  a u t ho r . M e t h o d s , by c on t r a s t ,  are 
t h o s e  procedure s whereby authors  knowi ngly and i n t en t i on a l l y  gene rat e 
such f e a t u r e s  o f  t he i r  works a s  are wi t h i n  t he i r  c o n t ro l . The d i s 
t i n c t i on i s  n o t  al ways o f  t he m o s t  exac t : a s  D r  Whee l e r  h e r s e l f  p o i n t s  
out , i t  i s  a n i c e  q ue s t i on where t he l i t e r ary-c r i t ic a l  c o n c e p t  o f  
i rony b e l ongs i n  t h i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  ( p .  i x ) . Neve r t he l e s s  i t  c an ,  a s  
D r  Whee l e r  demon s t r at e s , be p u t  t o  g o o d  u s e  i n  t h e  under s t an d i n g  o f  
C o l e r i dge . P ar t i c u l arly i n t ere s t i ng are t h e  ways i n  whi c h  s he s hows 
how t h e s e  m o d e s  of wri t i ng have t h e i r  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  modes of r e a d i n g , 
and how t he s e  are c onne c t e d  wi t h  t he B i ographi a ' s  t he o r i s i n g  about 
l i t e rary and o t h e r  under s t and i n g . A c on c e i t wor t hy o f  B o r g e s  ( wi t h  
whom C o l e r i d g e  i s  c ompared : p p .  1 84 ,  2 01 -2 ) i l l um i n a t e s  t he B i o g r aphi a  
by t ak i n g  i t  a s  s e l f - r e f e r en t i al . A c h i e f  t heme o f  t he B i ograph i a  i s  
i n  a s e n s e  t he r e a d i n g  o f  t he B i ograp h i a  i t s e l f ,  and i t  i s  s o  wr i t t e n  
a s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  i n  t he experi enc e o f  t he s en s i t i ve reader t he 
phi l o s ophy o f  m i n d  wh i c h  i t  i n t e rm i t t e n t l y  expoun d s . H e r e i n  D r  
Whee l e r  d i s c e rn s  a s u b t l e  u n i t y  f o r  t he B i ograph i a :  i t s  a p p a r e n t  
i n c o he s ive n e s s  c o nc e al s a u n i t y  c on s t i t u t e d  by t h i s  t heme deve l op e d  i n  
t h i s  f a s h i on . 

I was , I mu s t  c o n f e s s , l e f t  wi t h  t he s u s p i c i on t ha t  an art i s t i c 
u n i t y  whi c h  c an be d i s p l ayed o n l y  by Dr Whe e l e r ' s  f o rm i d a b l e  r e s ourc e s  
o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  and argument i s  n o t  perhaps  what p e o p l e  have been 
s e� k i n g  when t hey have bewa i l e d  t he abs ence of  an organic and 
harmon i ou s  s t r u c t ure f rom t he B i og r ap h i a  L i t e rari a .  Perhaps  t he moral 
i s  howeve r  t h at t he B i ograph i a ' s  ae s t he t i c s  and p h i l o s op hy o f  m i n d  
requ i re u s  t o  mod i fy o u r  f ami l i ar c on c e p t i on s  o f  l i t er ary i n t eg r i t y  
before applying t hem t o  t h at work . 

The year a f t e r  t he B i ograp h i a  L i t e raria was p u b l i s h e d  Byron gav� 
i n  t he d e d i c a t i on to Don J u an , t hi s  s l i g h t i n g  n o t i c e  of C o l e r i d g e ' s  
phi l o s o p h i c a l  e f f o r t s

-
:
--
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C o l e r i dge , t o o , h a s  l at e l y  t aken wing , 

B u t  l i ke a h awk enc umb e r ' d  wi t h  h i s  hood , -
E x p l a i n i ng mat aphys i c s  t o  t he n a t i on--
I wi s h  he woul d  e x p l a i n  h i s  e x p l a n at i on .  

I n  K a t hl ee n  Wh e e l e r ' s  book we h ave a l l  t hat Byron c o u l d  h ave wan t e d . 

N ' . C . D .  

The C o l l a p s e  o f  the Conc ert o f  Europ e : I n t e r n a t i onal P o l i t i c s , 1 8 90-
1 9 1 4 . B y  R i c hard L anghorne . Macmi l l an , 1 9 8 1 . P p . 1 3 7 .  

Ever s i n c e  t he l i g h t s  went out al l ove r Europe i n  Aug u s t  1 9 1 4 ,  
p o l i t i c i an s , j ournal i s t s  an d h i s t o r i ans h ave d e b a t e d  t he c au s e s  o f , 
and t he r e s pon s i b i l i ty for , t h e  d i s as t e r  of t h e  F i r s t  Wor l d  War , t he 
' s u i c i de from f e ar of d e at h '  o f  t he o l d  Euro p e . From t he moment t he 
d ec l ar at i on s  of war were d r a f t e d , s t a t e smen we r e  e ager t o  demon s t ra t e  
t o  t h e i r  cont emporari e s , a n d  p e r h a p s  t o  pos t e r i ty , t h a t  t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i ty w a s  n o t  t h e i r s , t ha t  t hey we r e  g o i n g  t o  w a r  wi t h  c l e an 
h a n d s . Art i c l e  2 3 1  o f  t h e  Treaty o f  Ve r s ai l l e s , t h e  ' war gui l t  
c l au s e ' ,  f i xe d  t he b l ame o n  ' t he aggre s s i on o f  Germany and her al l i e s' ,  
a n d  gave r i s e  t o  a v a s t  l i t e r a t ure a t t em p t i n g  t o  r e f u t e  i t . W a s  i t  
n o t  more j us t , an d more po l i t i c , t o  agree w i t h  D av i d  L l oyd George t hat 
t he n a t i on s  ' s l i t hered i n t o  war ' ?  

Over twenty y e a r s  ago , h oweve r , t h e  German h i s t o r i an F r i t z  
F i s c her f ormu l at e d  what w a s  i n e v i t ably i n t erpre t e d  a s  a n e w  ' war gui l t' 
t he s i s ( 1 ) i n  whi c h  Ge rmany was p r e s e n t e d  as p r i mar i l y  r e s pons i b l e  for 
t he war , for r e a s o n s  c onnec t ed wi t h  t h e  fundame n t a l  n a t ure o f  t he 
German S t at e  i t s e l f .  As i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  and 3 0 s , t he s om e t i m e s  b i t t e r  
c on t roversy t h a t  e n s ue d  h a s  i n s p i r e d  a f e rt i l e  re-exam i n a t i on o f  t he 
o r i g i n s  o f  t he Great War . The argume n t s  o f  F i s c h e r , h i s  al l i e s  and 
h i s  d i s c i pl e s , in the v i ew of t he i r  c r i t i c s , are t oo l i ke a pro s e 
c u t i on b r i e f : c i rcums t an t i a l  evidence i s  mars hal l e d  t o  prove t h a t  t he 
ac c u s e d  had mot ive and opportuni ty . B u t  d i d  he do t h e  d e e d ?  C o u l d  
n o t  s i m i l ar i n d i c tmen t s  be drawn u p  ag a i n s t  o t her g ove rnme n t s  and 
o t he r  S t at e s ?  Perhaps a more s at i s f a c t ory e x p l an a t i on of t he war 
r e q u i r e s  an exam i n a t i on of t he i n t ern a t i on a l  sys t em a s  a who l e , and 
not only of the mi s de e d s  of one component S t at e ?  

T h i s i s  t he c o n t e x t  i n  w h i c h  M r  L anghorne ' s  e s s ay appears - for 
i t  is  an extended e s s ay ,  al t hough art f u l ly p r e s e n t e d  by i t s  publ i s hers 
a s  a t ex t boo k . H e  asks  why t he Conc ert o f  E urop e , ' t he m o s t  
s uc c e s s fu l  sy s t em f or regul a t i n g  i n t e rn a t i on a l  p o l i t i c s  t h a t  h a s  y e t  
been devi s e d ' ( p .  v i i ) , b e g an t o  break d own d u r i n g  t he l a s t  y e a r s  o f  
t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u ry , an d proved unab l e  t o  reduce t he t e n s i on s  o f  
t he e arly twen t i e t h  c e n t u ry and d i s p rove t h e  dangerous be l i e f  o f  s o  
many c on t empor ari e s  t h a t  war w a s  i n ev i t ab l e . W e  n e e d  n o t  s h are t h a t  
be l i e f ; for , a s  t h e  aut hor sugge s t s , a n  i n t ernat i on a l  s y s t em capable 
of p o s t p oning t he expl o s i on m i g h t  h ave permi t t e d  dome s t i c and i n t er
n a t i on a l  t e n s i on s  to d i s s i p a t e  t hems e l v e s  o t her t han by war : i n t ernal 
po l i t i c al c hange s , even breakdown , i n  Ge rmany or Au s t r i a-Hungary c o u l d  
h ave m a d e  w a r  wi t h  R u s s i a  unnec e s s ary or impo s s i b l e . And al t hough t h e  
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danger o f  such i n t ernal breakdown c e r t a i n ly c a u s e d  t he r u l e r s  of 
Germany and Au s t r i a  t o  c on t emp l a t e  war a s  a remedy , i t  was  t he 
i n s t ab i l i ty o f  t he i n t ernat i on a l  sys t em t hat prov i de d  t hem wi t h  t h e  
i de a  a n d  t he oppor t un i ty ( p .  6 ) . 

We h ave n o  d i f f i c u l ty , t he r e f ore , i n  f o l l ow i n g  t he aut hor i n  h i s  
s u gge s t i o n  t h at c h ange s i n  t he i n t e rn a t i onal s y s t e m  i t s e l f  g i v e  ' s ub
s t an t i a l c l u e s ' t owards expl a i n i n g  t he d i s a s t e r  of 1 9 1 4 . T h i s i n t er
n a t i on a l  s y s t em , t he Conc e r t  o f  Europe , deve l op e d  after t he defeat o f  
N a p o l e o n , was founded o n  t h e  n o t i on t h a t  the f i v e  Gre a t  Powers -
regarded as o f  roughly equal we i g h t  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  Europe - h a d  an 
i n t e r e s t  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g , and c o u l d  mai n t ai n , s t ab i l i ty in E urope by 
c on s u l t at i on t hrough i n t e rn at i onal c onferenc e s . Underlying t h i s  
arrangement d u r i n g  t he f i r s t  hal f o f  t h e  n i n e t e en t h  c en t ury w a s  a n  
' unwr i t t en a l l i ance between government an d g overnmen t ' ( p .  6 5 ) a ga i n s t  
t h e  d anger o f  rev o l u t i o n . D u r i n g  t he s e cond h a l f  o f  t h e  c en t u ry , a l l  
t h e s e  p r e s u p po s i t i o n s  o f  s t ab i l i t y  dec aye d . T h e  swel l i n g  power o f  
B r i t a i n  and t h e n  o f  Germany ; t he v a s t  p o t en t i al m i ght o f  R u s s i a  and 
the U n i t e d  S t a t e s ; t he r e l a t ive dec l i n e  o f  F r ance and Aus t r i a ;  and t h e  
involvement o f  c e r t a i n  S t a t e s  i n  imperi al expan s i on o u t s i de E urope a l l  
made t h e  v i s ion o f  a perman e n t l y  s t ab l e  Europ e-c e n t r e d  S t at e s  sy s t em 
incre a s i n g l y  unreal . C o n s eque n t ly , t h e  l a s t  dec ade s b e f o r e  1 9 1 4  were 
a t i me o f  s o a r i n g  amb i t i o n s  and deep f e ar s : which S t a t e s  would s urvive 
to b e  Wo r l d  Power s ,  and which woul d  di s appear from the map of E ur o p e ?  
H a l f-di g e s t e d  Hege l , anthropolo g i s t s ' rav i n g s  about r a c i a l  s u p e r i o r i ty 
and p s eudo-D arwi n i an my t h s  o f  s t rugg l e  ( Tr i n i ty C o l l e ge ' s  unwi t t i n g  
cont r i bu t i on t o  t he down f a l l  o f  E ur o p e an c i v i l i s a t i on ) , a d d e d  i n t e l 
l e c t u al p o i son t o  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i o l e n t  i n t e rn a t i on a l  sy s t em w h i c h  
s t a t e smen o f  t h e  gene r a t i on o f  Me t t e rn i c h  o r  o u r  own C a s t l e r e a g h  - w h o  
h a d  d o n e  s o  muc h t o  e s t abl i s h  t h e  C o n c e r t  of E urope ( 2 )  - o r  e v e n  t ha t  
rougher J o hn i an Palme r s t on wou l d  h ave b e e n  at a l o s s ·  t o  c omprehend or 
control . 

I t  i s  remarkab l e , t hen , as t he aut hor remi n d s  u s , t ha t  t he 
Conc ert o f  Europe l a s t e d  as l o n g  as i t  d i d : i t  func t i on e d  for t he l a s t  
t ime dur i n g t he B al k an Wars ( 1 9 1 2 - 1 3 )  when t he L ondon C o n f er e n c e  o f  
amb a s s adors  d e f u s e d  a c r i s i s  w h i c h  m i g h t  have ended i n  g e n e r a l  war . 
But  t he Concert c o u l d  n o t  s o lve t he B a l kan c r i s i s ,  t he n e x t  o u t b r e a k  
o f  which d i d  b r i n g  war . By then t he Great Powe r s  had d i v i d e d  i n t o  two 
b l oc s :  a f u r t he r  s t e p  i n  t h e  c ol l ap s e  o f  the Concert o f  E urope , wh i c h  
was l argely ' a  c o l l a p s e  o f  c o n f i denc e ' ( p .  1 2 0 )  i n  i t s  ab i l i ty t o  
s o lve i n t ernat i on a l  prob l em s . F i n a l l y , i n  Aug u s t  1 9 1 4 , m i l i t ary 
p l an n i n g  s e t  t he pace and l e f t  t h e  d i p l omat s f l ounderi ng : S i r  E dward 
Grey ' s  c a l l  for a c o n f e renc e was by that t ime i rr e l e v an t . The 
reasonab l e n e s s  o f  t he Conc ert of E u rope had g iven way t o  t he u l t i m a  
rat i o  regi s .  

I t  i s  a great me r i t  o f  t h i s  book t o  of f e r  i n  i t s  an aly s i s  o f  t h e  
breakdown o f  t h e  o l d  European S t at e s  sys t em a c l e ar c onc e p t u a l  
approac h , yet  o n e  w h i c h  i s  n o t  a monoc au s al e x p l a n at i on . T he aut hor 
does not g l o s s  over t he comp l ex i ty o f  t he que s t i on , b u t  he provi d e s  a 
broad framewo rk w i t h i n  w h i c h  more d e t a i l e d  and more n arrowly f oc u s e d  
t h e s e s  - inc l ud i n g  even t h a t  o f  t h e  F i s c her s c hool - c a n  be d i s c u s s e d . 

R . P . T .  
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N o t e s  

1 .  Gr i f f  n a c h  d e r  We l tmac ht ( DU s s e l do r f  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p ub l i s hed i n  E n g l i s h  
a s  Ge rmany ' s Aims i n  t h e  F i r s t  Wor l d  War ( C hat t o  and W i n d u s  
1 9 6 7 ) . The t he s i s  w a s  deve l o p e d  by F i s c h e r  for the p re-war 
p e r i o d  in War o f  I l l u s i on s  ( C hat t o  and W i n d u s  1 9 7 5 ) .  

2 .  ' The Conc e p t i on o f  a new i n t e r n a t i onal sys t em for Europe was 
e f f e c t i v e l y  his . . .  ' R . T . B .  L anghorne , ' C a s t l e r eagh , Robert 
S t ewart , 2nd V i s c ount ' ,  s u p p l ement t o  The E ag l e , vol . LXIX no . 
2 8 9 ,  E a s t e r  1 9 8 1 . 

Gifts and Bequests to the College, 1980 - 1981 

The Ame r i c an F r i e n d s  of C ambr i dg e  U n i v e r s i ty g ave S 1 1 , 7 9 0 ; of t hi s  
S 1 0 , 1 8 5 has  been added t o  t h e  Ove r s e a s  S tu d e n t s h i p  Fund , S 1  , 3 9 5  t o  t h e  
C h o i r  Mu s i c T u i t i on Fund and S 2 1 0 t o  t h e  R e s e a r c h  Gran t s  Fund . 

The C o l l e ge r e c e i v e d  £ 9 , 04 7 . 4 1 and 6 5 0  B . A . T .  I n du s t r i e s  s hare s , 
from the e s t at e  o f  P r o f e s s o r  W . G .  B r oc k , who d i e d  i n  1 9 7 4 , t o  whi c h  no 
c o nd i t i on s  are a t t ac he d .  

M a j o r  E .  T i t t e r i n g t on ( ma t ri c . 1 9 1 9 ) b e q u e a t h e d  £ 5 , 000 , t o  wh i c h  n o  
c o nd i t i on s  a r e  a t t ac h e d . 

Mr s .  F . G .  Hobb s bequeathed £ 5 00 ( i n memory o f  her h u s b and , v . w . ] . 
H ob b s , B . A .  1 9 0 8 )  t o  whi c h  n o  c o n d i t i on s  are a t t ac he d . The bequ e s t  
h a s  b e e n  added t o  t h e  General B e q ue s t s  Fund . 

Mr . H al l  gave £ 1 00 ( hi s  l e g acy a s  an e x e c u t o r ) ,  i n  memory o f  t he 
l a t e  Pro f e s s o r  S . ] .  B a i l ey ( Fe l l ow 1 9 3 1 - 8 0 ) , wh i c h  h a s  b e e r. u s e d  t o  
purc h a s e  l aw b o o k s  f o r  t h e  L i b rary . 

D r . Henry gave a water-COlour p i c t ure o f  S e c ond Court by John Ward . 
M r . Crook a s s i g n e d  t h e  c opyr i g ht o f  h i s  b o o k  ' F rom t h e  F ound at i on 

t o  G i l be r t  S c ot t ' and Dr . H e n ry met t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  c o l our reproduc
t i on o f  t h e  water-COlour a s  t he f r on t i s p i ec e  t o  t he book . 

M r s . M . W .  D av i e s  g ave a b u s t  o f  W i l l i am Word sworth by S i r  F r an c i s 
C hant r ey . 

D r . J o hn s t on e  a s s i gn e d  t he royal t i e s  o f  h i s  book ' S t on e  S p ac e s ' t o  
t h e  F e l l ows ' R e s e arch Fund . 

D r . B e r t ram g ave a N e p al e s e  han d b e l l ,  for u s e  a s  a grace b e l l i n  
H al l . 
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College Chronicle 

M U S I CAL S O C I ETY 

The p a s t  year has been a very busy one for t he S oc i e t y , and has 
s e e n  it e s t abl i s h  i t s e l f  once a g a i n  a s  one of the foremo s t  Mu s i c a l 
S oc i e t i e s  i n  the U n i v e r s i ty .  T h i s po s i t i on i s  a good one t o  b e  i n , 
and t he we a l t h  o f  a b l e  mu s i c i an s , b o t h  c horal and i n s t rume n t al 
arr i v i n g each y e ar , s ho u l d  e n s u r e  that  we rem a i n  i n  i t .  

' 

There have been many c on c e r t s  t h i s  year - m o s t h ave b e e n  i n  
C hape l , b u t  t h e r e  have been a c o u p l e  o f  Smok i ng Conc e r t s  i n  t h e  New 
Mu s i c  Room , and Lent 1 9 8 2  has  seen t h e  f i r s t  s e r i e s  of l uncht ime 
conc e r t s  in t h e  C o l l e g e , h e l d  i n  H a l l , whi c h  is  a s  good a s e t t i n g  for 
s e c u l ar mu s i c  a s  t he C hapel  is  for s ac r e d . We hope t o  make t he s e  a 
regul ar f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  S o c i ety , a s  t hey have , t o  d at e , proved mo s t  
s uc c e s s fu l . 

F r om t he S oc i e ty ' s  Eve n i n g  Conc e r t s  t he r e  are a few p e rf o rmanc e s  
t h at are e s p ec i al l y  memo rable - t h e  M o z a r t  " C l ar i n e t  Q u i n t e t "  i n  t he 
Comb i n a t i on R oom Concert , for examp l e , wh i c h  a l s o  c ont a i n e d  a 
c o l l ec t i on o f  l u t e  s on g s  p e r f o rmed w i t h  great de l i c acy and t a s t e  by 
Alex Don a l d s on and I an S h aw .  I n  t he s ame t e rm E i d dwen H arrhy ' s  
s i n g i n g  i n  " Re j o i c e  i n  t h e  L amb"  ( B r i t t e n ) and C . P . E .  B ac h ' s  
" Magn i f i c a t "  proved t o  any who doubted i t , t hat she i s  one o f  B r i t ai n's 
f�n e s t  s o p r an o s . The May Week Conc ert was a g r e a t  succ e s s , be n e f i t 
t l ng from a c o n c e r t e d  e f fort t o  k e e p  i t  t o  a r e s p e c t ab l e  l engt h .  
J onat han B e s t  s howe d , i n  h i s  conduc t i n g  o f  B rahms ' " L i e b e s l i e d e r  
Wal t z e s " , t ha t  hi s mu s i c al abi l i ty i s  not  c o n f i n e d  t o  h i s  remark a b l e  
B ass v? i c e ; b u t  t he s t ar o f  t he e v e n i n g  was , w i t hout q u e s t i on , R i c hard 
Bort hwl <;: k ,  who nar� a t e� " Pe t e r  and t he Wol f "  wi t h  enormous s ty l e  and 
Wl t ,  whl l s t  rec l l n l n g  I n  a l e a t h e r  armc h a i r at t he front of the s t age ! 
The C o l l e g e  Concert i n  N ovemb e r  brought a memo r ab l e  p e r formance a s  
we l l , al t hough of a very d i f ferent k i nd from t he Proko f i ev - t h i s  t i me 
it was t he beaut i fu l  p l ay i n g  o f  J o hn Golby and N i c h o l a s  M e r e d i t h  i n  
B ac h ' s  " D oub l e  V i o l i n  Conc ert o "  t ha t  s t o l e  t he s how , d e s p i t e  f i ne 
performanc e s  o f  M o z art ' s  " Symp hony N o . 4 0 " , and S c hubert ' s  " M a s s  in B 
f l at " , c onduc t e d  by Owen Pugh and Adri an L u c a s . 

The M i c h aelmas Term al s o  brought t o  t he C o l l ege more mu s i c i an s  
t o  rep l ac e  t h o s e  w h o  departed i n  t he s umme r . T h e  F re s her s ' Smok i n g  
Conc ert s h owed that , b e s i de s  t h e  " t op- f l i g ht " mus i c i an s  t he r e  are i n  
t h e  C o l l e g e , many who e n j oy p e r f ormi n g  very muc h ,  b u t  d� n o t  have 

' 

enormous expert l s e . The l arge weekly a t t endance at Choral S oc i e ty 
rehear s al s <;,n d  � he i n t roduc t i on o f  a new " Rehear s al Orc he s t r a "  are two 
further l n d l c a t l o n s  o f  t hi s ,  and t hey s t r e s s  the fact t hat the M u s i c a l  
Soc i e ty e x i s � s for t he bene f i t  o f  any member o f  C o l l e g e  who w i s he s  t o  
make u s e  o f  I t , whet her o r  n o t  h e  i s  a b r i l l i an t  mu s i c i an .  

Andrew F ow l e r-Watt 
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Rev i ews 

T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e , D u b l i n  1 5 9 2 - 1 9 5 2  - a n  a c a d e m i c  h i s t o r y . 
B y  R . B .  M c D o w e l l  a n d  D . A .  W e b b . C am b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s ,  . 1 9 8 2 . 

T h i s  i s  a s t u d y  o n  t h e  g r a n d  s c a l e  o f  a C o l l e g e  a n d  U n i v e r s i t y 
( f o r  T . C . D .  i s  b o t h ) t h a t  o c c u p i e s  a d i s t i n c t i v e , a n d  f o r  l o n g  e n j o y e d  
a p r i v i l e g e d , m i n o r i t y  p o s i t i o n  i n  I r e l a n d . I t  i s  w r i t t e n  b y  t w o  w e l l  
k n ow F e l l o w s  o f  t h e i r  g e n e r a t i o n , t h e  o n e ,  O r  M c D o w e l l , a h i s t o r i a n 
a n d  S e n i o r  F e l l o w , a n d  t h e  o t h e r ,  P r o f e s s o r  W e b b , a b o t a n i s t .  O r  
M c D o w e l l  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  c o l l a b o r a t i o n , b e i n g t h e  c o - a u t h o r  w i t h 
P r o f e s s o r  W . B .  S t a n f o r d  o f  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g l y , a n d  i n  my j u d gm e n t  
d e s e r v e d l y ,  s u c c e s s f u l  b i o g r a p h y  o f  P r o v o s t  M a h a f f y . O n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  
h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  P r o f e s s o r  W e b b  h a s  e n s J r e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  
t e a c h i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h  i n  A r t s  a n d  S c i e n c e s  a l i k e  i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  
a p p r a i s e d . B y  r e a s o n  o f  T . C . D .  ' s  e a r l i e r  a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h  T r i n i t y 
( C a m b r i d g e ) a n d  i t s  p r e s e n t  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  S t  J o h n ' s  ( w h e r e  b o t h 
a u t h o r s  h a v e  b e e n  w e l c o m e  v i s i t o r s ) p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  t h i s  h a n d s o m e l y  
p r o d u c e d  v o l u m e  b y  t h e  C . U . P .  s e e m s  a l t o g e t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e . 

T r i n i t y  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  1 5 9 2 . F r o m  t h e  o u t s e t  i t  w a s  c o n c e i v e d  o f  

a s  a s i n g l e  f o u n d a t i o n  a b l e  t o  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  b o t h  c o l l e g e  

a n d  u n i v e r s i t y . T h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  m e d i e v a l  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  i t s  f o r m a l  

r e s e m b l a n c e s  t o  O x f o r d  a n d  C a m b r i d g e , i t  m a y  e q u a l l y ,  i n  t h e  v i e w o f  

t h e  a u t h o r s , b e  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  c o l l e g e s  w h i c h  

w e r e t o  b e  f o u n d e d  o v e r  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g t w o  c e n t u r i e s  o v e r s e a s . 

R e l i g i o u s  a n d  c u l t u r a l  c o l o n i z a t i o n  l o o m e d  l a r g e  a m o n g  i t s o r i g i n a l  

p u r p o s e s , i t s f o u n d e r s c o n c e i v i n g  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n a s  a p o w e r f u l  

a u x i l i a r y  ' t o b r e a k i n g  d o w n  t h e  t w o  g r e a t  b a r r i e r s  t o  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  

E n g l i s h  i n f l u e n c e  i n  I r e l a n d : C a t h o l i c i s m a n d  t h e  G a e l i c  c u l t u r a l  

t r a d i t i o n ' .  G i v e n  t h e  d a t e  o f  i t s f o u n d a t i o n , i t  i s  n o  m a t t e r  f o r  

s u r p r i s e  t h a t  f o u r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  P r o v o s t s  w e r e  P u r i t a n s  f r om 

E n g l a n d , T r i n i t y  o f f e r i n g  to ' a n E n g l i s h  P u r i t a n a p l a c e  w h i c h  w a s  

n e a r  t o  t h e  f r o n t  l i n e  o f  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  R o m e ' . 

T h e  a u t h o r s  c a n d o u r  o n  s u c h  u n f a s h i o n a b l e  h i s t o r i c a l t o p i c s  i s  

n o t  o n l y  i n  i t s e l f  c o m m e n d a b l e  b u t  g i v e s  t h e  r e a d e r  c o n f i d e n c e
. 

i n  

t h e i r  o b j e c t i v i t y t e m p e r e d  t h o u g h  i t  i s  - a n d  w h y  n o t ?  - b y  a f f e c t l o n .  

T h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l c o mm e n t a r y , m o r e o v e r ,  i s  e v i d e n t l y  b a s e d  o n  l n t e n s l v e  

r e s e a r c h i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  a r c h i v e s , w h i c h  d e s p i t e  s o m e  l a c u n a e  a p p e a r  to 

b e  u n u s u a l l y  r i c h , a n d  an e v e n  r i c h e r  v e i n  o f  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n . O n e  

i n c i d e n t a l b y - p r o d u c t  i s  t h a t  t h e  f o o t n o t e s  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e  l a t e r  

c h a p t e r s c o n t a i n  s o  m u c h  o f  c u r i o u s  i n t e r e s t  a s  t o  b e  r e a d w i t h 

p l e a s u r e  w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  t e x t t o  w h i c h  t h e y  r e f e r .  

B u t  o n e  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  m i s l e d  b y  s u c h  i n c i d e n t a l s .  T h i s  i s , a s  

t h e  a u t h o r s e m p h a s i s e , a n  a c a d e m i c  s t u d y . I t  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  d o n s  

a n d  u n d e rg r a d u a t e s  a s  m e m b e r s  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y 

i s o l a t e d  a c a d e m i c  c om m u n i t y . T h e  r a n g e  o f  s u b j e c t s  o n  o f f e r ,  c h a n g e s 

i n  s y l l a b u s , n u m b e r s  i n  r e s i d e n c e , t h e  w o r k i n g o f  t h e  t u t o r i a l  s y s t em , 

t h e  q u a l i t y o f  t e a c h i n g , t h e  a c a d e m i c  s t a n d i n g o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  a t  

d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s , t h e  a d m i s s i o n  o f  w o m e n  - a t  T . C . D .  t h i s  h a p p e n e d  i n  

1 9 0 4  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a b r i e f  h a l y c o n  i n t e r l u d e  i n  w h i c h  O x f o r d  a n d  
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C am b r i d g e  w o m e n , n o t  s o  a d m i t t e d  u n t i l  1 9 2 0  a n d  1 9 4 7  r e s p e c t i v e l y  b u t  
h a v i n g  p e r f o rm e d  a l l  t h e  e x e r c i s e s  w h i c h , h a d  t h e y  b e e n  m e n  i n  k e e p i n g 
w i t h  a n  o l d  t r a d i t i o n  o f  r e c i p r o c a l  r e c o g n i t i o n , w o u l d  h a v e  e n t i t l e d  
t h e m  t o  a d e g r e e , s o u g h t a n d  o b t a i n e d  T r i n i t y  B . A .  d e g r e e s  o n  a n  a d  
e u n d e m b a s i s  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  b y  w a y  o f  b u i l d i n g s , 
s c i e n t i f i c  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  l i b r a r i e s , a n d ,  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  i t  a l l , 
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  w h i c h  u n t i l  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  
t i m e s  t h e  B o a r d  c o n s i s t i n g o f  t h e  P r o v o s t  a n d  s e v e n  S e n i o r  F e l l o w s , 
a l l  o f  w h o m  a t  o n e  p o i n t  i n  t i m e  w e r e  o v e r  7 0 ,  w a s  m o r e  o r  l e s s  
o m n i c o m p e t e n t - t h e s e  a r e  t h e  m a t t e r s  o n  w h i c h  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  i s  
f o c u s s e d . T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  w i t h r e l i a n c e  u p o n  
s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s  f o r  t a k i n g  s t o c k  i n  t h e  f o r m o f  c om p r e h e n s i v e  r e v i e w  
a n d  i n t e r i m  a s s e s s m e n t  - a n  u n u s u a l l y  g o o d  e x am p l e  o f  t h i s  b e i n g a 
r a t h e r  r e m a r k a b l e  e s s a y  o n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  T . C . D .  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s 
t e r c e n t e n a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  i n  1 8 9 2 . I n  r e s p e c t  o f  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  
b a l a n c e , t h e  w o r k  c o m e s  d o w n  h e a v i l y  o n  t h e  m o d e r n  s i d e , i . e .  f r o m  t h e  
l a t e  X V I I I  c e n t u r y t o  t h e  c h o s e n  t e rm i n a l  p o i n t  i n  1 9 5 2 , o n  g r o u n d s  o f  
i n t e r e s t  a n d ,  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y , b y  r e a s o n  o f  n e w  g r o u n d  t o  b e  t i l l e d , 
t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s h a v i n g  b e e n s u r v e y e d  b y  h i s t o r i a n s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  T h e  
t o n e  i s  c r i t i c a l  y e t ,  a s  a l r e a d y  m e n t i o n e d ,  a t t a c h e d . E s s e n t i a l l y  i t  
i s  a h i s t o r i a n ' s  b o o k  i n  a t r a d i t i o n a l s e n s e . 

A l l  o f  t h i s  m a y  s o u n d  a t r i f l e c o n s t r i c t i n g . I n  s o  f a r  a s  i t  i s  
s o , i t  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h t h e  a u t h o r s ' i n t e n t i o n s . T h e y  
c o n c e i v e d  o f  t h e i r  u n d e r t a k i n g  a s  a t h o r o u g h  h i s t o r i c a l  e n q u i r y , n o t  a 
s e r i e s  o f  r e f l e c t i v e  e s s a y s  a n d  s t i l l  l e s s  a n  a n e c d o t a l  m e l a n g e . A t  
t h e  o u t s e t  i n d e e d  t h e  a u t h o r s ' f i r m i n s i s t e n c e  u p o n  t h e i r  a i m , d e f i n e d  
a s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  h o w  t h e  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
C o l l e g e  a n d  U n i v e r s i t y  w a s  f o u n d e d  a n d  d e v e l o p e d , w e r e  a d v a n c e d  ( o r 
n e g l e c t e d ) i n  c h a n g i n g  h u m a n  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s , s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  a m u c h  n e e d e d  c o r r e c t i v e  m i g h t  e v e n  b r i n g  t h e  b a l a n c e  d o w n  t h e  
o t h e r  w a y . B u t  a s  t h e  c e n t u r i e s  u n f o l d , e i t h e r  t h e  r i g o u r o f  t h e i r  
f i r s t  i n t e n t  s o f t e n s , o r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  b e c o m e s  m o r e  c o l o u r f u l  w i t h  t h e  
r e s u l t  t h a t  n o  o n e  n e e d  f e a r  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r s ' ,  a n d  m o r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
D r .  M c D o w e l l ' s ,  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  f o r e m o s t a m o n g  D u b l i n ' s  r a c o n t e u r s , i s  
a b o u t t o  s u f f e r  s e l f - i m p o s e d  e c l i p s e . T h e r e  i s  c o n s t r a i n t , a v e r y  
p r o p e r c o n s t r a i n t  i t  m a y  b e  t h o u g h t ,  b u t  i n  T . C . D .  t h e r e  i s  e n o u g h  i n  
t h e  w a y  o f  r e l e v a n t a n e c d o t e , m u c h  o f  i t  a c e r b i c  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  t o  m a k e  
t h e  w o r k  a l l  t h e  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n a b l y  r e l e v a n t .  
M o r e o v e r , a n d  s u r p r i s i n g l y  i n  v i e w o f  a l l  t h a t  h a s  b e f o r e  b e e n  
r e l a t e d , t h e r e  i s  c o m m e n d a b l e  f r e s h n e s s  i n  w h a t  i s  n o w  s e t  o u t  i n  
c o n t e x t ,  a n d  i t  i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e I s u p p o s e  o f  t h e  a u t h o r s  s e n s e  o f  f a i r  
p l a y , a s  w e l l a s  o f  w h a t  i s  r e l e v a n t ,  t h a t  r e a d e r s  w i l l  h a v e  a n  
o p p o r t u n i t y o f  s e e i n g a r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  S a r a h  P u r s e r ' s  p o r t r a i t o f  a 
m e d i c a l  d o n , O r  H a u g h t o n , o n  w h i c h  P r o v o s t S a l m o n  c o m m e n t e d  w h e n  
f i r s t  u n v e i l e d , ' E x c e l l e n t !  E x c e l l e n t :  Y o u  c a n  j u s t  h e a r  t h e  l i e s  
t r i c k l i n g  o u t  o f  h i s  m o u t h ' .  

T h e  o v e r a l l  t r e a t m e n t  i s  o p e n  t o  c r i t i c i s m  i n  s o m e  r e s p e c t s . T h e  
s k e t c h e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  a c a d e m i c s  h a s  a b o u t i t  a n  a i r  o f  l e i s u r e l y  
d i f f u s e n e s s  a n d  t h e  s p a c e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  m o r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i s  n o t  
a l w a y s  t h a t  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  s p a c e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h o s e , n o t  
i n c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n  n u m b e r , w h o , i n  t h e  a u t h o r s  p l e a s i n g  p h r a s e , ' e v a d e d  
t h e  c r i t i c a l  j u d gm e n t o f  p o s t e r i t y b y  r e f r a i n i n g  f r o m  t h e  p r i n t e d  
w o r d ' , n o t  t o  m e n t i o n o t h e r s , o f  w h o m  o n e  ( a n e c o n o m i s t )  w a s  s a i d  t o  
h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  a t  h o m e  i n  a c a t t l e  m a r k e t  a n d  a n o t h e r  o n  a r a c e  c o u r s e  
t h a n  i n  a c a d e m i c  s u r r o u n d i n g s . T h e  r e c u r r e n t a n d  u s u a l l y  p r o t r a c t e d  
b u s i n e s s  o f  s e l e c t i n g  P r o v o s t s  i s  d e s c r i b e d  w i t h  z e s t f u l  r e l i s h  d ow n  
t o  1 9 5 2 , w h e n  M c C o n n e l l  w a s  c h o s e n . H e  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  b r i n g i n g  
a b o u t  a p a l a c e  r e v o l u t i o n , c h i e f l y  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g a c o n v e n t i o n t h a t  
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a l l  t h e  m a j o r  o f f i c e s  s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  b y  J u n i o r  F e l l o w s  a n d  t h a t  n o  o n e  
s h o u l d  r e m a i n  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B o a r d  a f t e r  t h e  a g e  o f  s e v e n t y  t w o . 
T h i s  e n s u r e d  t h a t  S e n i o r  F e l l o w s  ' t h e  l a s t  a n a c h r o n i s t i c  s u r v i v o r s ' o f  
t h e  o l d  s y s t e m  a n d  r e s i s t a n t  t o  a l m o s t  a l l  c h a n g e , i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a s e n i o r  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  t h e  T u t o r i a l o f f i c e ,  s h o u l d  l o s e  
t h e i r  c o n t r o l  o v e r  p o l i c y . B y  c o n t r a s t ,  l i t t l e  i s  s a i d  e v e n  o f  t h e  
m o s t d i s t i n g u i s h e d  T . C . D .  a l u m n i  w h o  v e n t u r e d  f o r t h , a s  m a n y  d i d , i n t o 
i m p e r i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  p o l i t i c s . S i r  E d w a r d  C a r s o n  r a t e s  o n e  
m e n t i o n i n  t h e  t e x t  ( a s a s u p p o r t e r  o f  A r c h b i s h o p  B e r n a r d ' s  c l a i m  ' t o  
t h e  P r o v o s t s h i p ) a n d  o n e  f o o t n o t e  a b o u t  h i s  s h a d e  o f  U n i o n i s m ; w h i l e  
h i s  n a m e s a k e  J o s e p h  C a r s o n , S e n i o r  F e l l o w ,  h a s  s i x t e e n a m o n g  w h i c h  m a y  
b e  m e n t i o n e d  a t t a c h m e n t t o  e x am i n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  v e r i f i c a t i o n  b y  v i v a  
v o c e  o f  t h e  d e t a i l e d  a n d  e x a c t  k n o w l e d g e  o f  a p r e s c r i b e d t e x t ,  s o  t h a t  
c a n d i d a t e s  i n  d i v i n i t y  h a d  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  q u e s t i o n s  a s  ' W h o  d i d  
w h a t  o n  a s n o w y  d a y ? ' o r  ' w h e r e  i s  i n k  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  B i b l e ? ' ( M a y  
I s u g g e s t t h a t  t h o s e  w h o  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  t h e  a n s w e r s  a p p r o a c h  t h e  
D e a n o f  C h a p e l  r a t h e r  t h a n  y o u r  r e v i e w e r ? ) 

T h e  p l a c e  o f  p o l i t i c s  a s  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  p o l i t i c i a n s  m a y  a l s o  b e  
m e n t i o n e d . H e r e t h e  a u t h o r s ' c o mm e n t s a r e  b r i e f  t o  t h e  p o i n t o f  
t e r s e n e s s . T h e y  t a k e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  w h i c h  T . C . D .  w a s  a 
p a r t  a s  r e a d . T h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  I r e l a n d  - b e i n g  w h a t  t h e y  a r e , a n d  h a v e  
b e e n  - i n t r u d e , b u t  t h e y  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  o n l y  i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e i r  
i n t r u s i o n  n e e d e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  i n  t e r m s  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t o f  t h e  C o l l e g e . A s  f o r  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  F e l l o w s  ( w h o  
m a t t e r e d ) a n d  p r o f e s s o r s  ( w h o  d i d  n o t ,  b e i n g  p a r t - t i m e  a n d  n o t  m e m b e r s  
o f  t h e  G o v e r n i n g  B o d y  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ) ,  t h e y  a r e  a c c e p t e d  a s  
b e i n g  U n i o n i s t a n d  d e s e r v i n g  o f  c o m m e n t  o n l y  i f  e x p r e s s e d  i n  r e l a t i o n 
t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t ,  o r  w i t h  u n u s u a l  v e h e m e n c e , o r  i n  t h e  h o p e , 
a s  w i t h  P r o v o s t  M a h a f f y , t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  d e e m e d  m e m o r a b l y  
o f f e n s i v e . N o n e t h e l e s s  d e s p i t e  s u c h  r e s t r i c t e d  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h e r e  c a n 
b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e b o o k , a n d  n o t  l e a s t  c h a p t e r  1 2  o n  ' T h e  l a s t  
d a y s  o f  t h e  A s c e n d an c y : 1 9 0 1 - 1 9 1 9 ' ,  w i l l  c o m m a n d  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  
i n t e r e s t  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  p r e c i s e l y  b y  r e a s o n  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l 
a s s u m p t i o n s  e n t e r t a i n e d , u n t i l  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  a n e w  p o l i t i c a l  o r d e r  i n  
1 9 2 1 , b y  i t s F e l l o w s  a n d  j u n i o r  m e m b e r s  a l i k e  a n d  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  
i m p l i c i t  i n  i t s  v e r y e x i s t e n c e . 

I n  s u m , t h i s  i s ,  as t h e r e v i e w m a y  s u gg e s t ,  o n e  o f  t h o s e  r a r e 
b o o k s  w h i c h  c a n  b e  o p e n e d  a t  r a n d o m  a n d  r e a d w i t h  p l e a s u r e . T h a t  i s  
a t  o n c e  a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  a u t h o r s  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w h o s e  h i s t o r y t h e y  
r e l a t e . W i t h  t h e  p a s s i n g o f  t h e  o l d e r  T r i n i t y , n o t h i n g q u i t e  o f  i t s  
k i n d  i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  w r i t t e n  a g a i n . I t  i s  a p e r i o d  p i e c e  c o m p o s e d  b y  
t h o s e  f am i l i a r  w i t h , b u t  n o t o v e r - e n am o u r e d  o f , t h e  p e r i o d  i n  i t s l a s t  
a u t h e n t i c  p h a s e .  

N .  M a n s e r g h  

F E L L O W  I N  L A B O U R  

T h e  W o r k i n g  C l a s s  i n  M o d e r n  B r i t i s h  H i s t o r y : E s s a y s  i n  H o n o u r  o f  H e n r y  
P e l l i n g . E d i t e d  b y  J a y  W i n t e r . 3 1 5 p a g e s . C am b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s , 1 9 8 3 . 

H e n r y  P e l l i n g b e c am e  a F e l l ow o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  i n  
r e t u r n i n g  a f t e r  a s p e l l  o f  t e a c h i n g  a t  Q u e e n ' s  C o l l e g e , 
w h e r e  ( i t i s  r u m o u r e d ) h e  c am e  u p  a s  a f r e s hm e n  i n  
c l a s s i c s , c h a n g i n g  o n l y e v e n t u a l l y  t o  m o d e r n  h i s t o r y . 
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J a n u a r y  1 9 6 6 ,  
O x f o r d , t o  o n e  
1 9 3 9  t o  r e a d  

T h i s  i s  p e r h a p s 

t h e  o n l y  s c a n d a l  a t t a c h e d  t o  h i s  n am e , f o r  h e  i s  n o t  t h e  s o r t  o f  
F e l l o w a b o u t w h o m  s t o r i e s  a r e  t o l d . S i n c e  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  C am b r i d g e  h e  
h a s b e c o m e  a U n i v e r s i t y R e a d e r  i n  H i s t o r y , r e t i r i n g  i n  1 9 8 2 . 

T h e  c o l l e c t i o n  n o w  p u b l i s h e d  i n  h i s  h o n o u r ,  a n d  a t  a p r i c e  m e a n t 
n o t  o n l y  f o r  c a p i t a l i s t s , w o u l d  d o  a n y  h i s t o r i a n t h a t . I t  w a s  
f o r m a l l y  p r e s e n t e d  t o  h i m  i n  t h e  S e n i o r  C o m b i n a t i o n  R o o m  o n  1 6 t h  
F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 3 , b e f o r e  a l a r g e  a u d i e n c e  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  
V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  b u t  t h e  M a s t e r  a s  w e l l , a l o n g  w i t h  a p a c k  o f  
n o t a b i l i t i e s  f r o m  h i s  o w n  a n d  o t h e r  c o l l e g e s . I t s t h i r t e e n  e s s a y s , 
l a r g e l y  c o m p o s e d  b y  f o r m e r  p u p i l s  a n d  e x am i n e e s , r a n g e  o v e r  B r i t i s h  
p o l i t i c a l t o p i c s  o f  t h e  l a s t  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o r  s o , a n d  h a n g  t o g e t h e r  t o  
a r e m a r k a b l e  d e g r e e . I t  i s  o n l y  a c o i n c i d e n c e , I i m a g i n e , b u t  a h a p p y  
a n d  u n i f y i n g o n e , t h a t  t h e  s am e  q u o t a t i o n f r o m  W i n s t o n  C h u r c h i l l ' s  
e a r l y  s o c i a l  p o l i c i e s  i s  c i t e d  b y  t w o  c o n t r i b u t o r s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a n d  
i n  d i s t i n c t  c o n t e x t s . A l l  t h i s  m i r r o r s  t h e  l i f e - w o r k  o f  a s c h o l a r 
w h o s e  w r i t i n g s , l i s t e d  h e r e  a s  a n  a p p e n d i x , h a n g  r e m a r k a b l y  w e l l  
t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e m s e l v e s , a l m o s t  a s  i f  h e  h a d d e s i g n e d  t h e m  i n  a d v a n c e  
a n d  a s  a w h o l e .  H i s  f i r s t b o o k  w a s  t h e  p i o n e e r i n g  O r i g i n s  o f  t h e  
L a b o u r  P a r t y , i n  1 9 5 4 ; a n d  t w e n t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  h e  p r o d u c e d  h i s  t w e l f t h  
a n d  s o  f a r  h i s  l a s t  b o o k , a l i f e  o f  C h u r c h i l l .  S i n c e  h e  i s  n o w  s a i d  
t o  b e  w o r k i n g o n  t h e  A t t l e e  e r a o f  1 9 4 5 - 5 1 , a l l t h i s  s u g g e s t s  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v o t i o n t o  o r d e r  a n d  t o  m e t h o d . H i s t o r y , l i k e l i f e  
i t s e l f ,  i s  o n e  t h i n g  a f t e r  a n o t h e r .  

T h e  P e l l i n g  F e s t s c h r i f t  h a s  a s t r e n u o u s l y  r e v i s i o n i s t  a i r  a b o u t  
i t ,  l i k e  a g o o d  d e a l  n o w a d a y s  t o  d o  w i t h  B r i s i t h  L a b o u r .  F o u n d e d  i n  
1 9 0 0 , t h a t  m o v e m e n t m a y  y e t  l a s t  t o  2 0 0 0  A D , b u t  t h e r e i s  b y  n o w  a n  
i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o b s e r v o r s  w h o  s e e  i t  a s  a s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  p h e n o m e n o n . S o m e  o f  u s  m i g h t  w i s h  t h a t  t h e  s am e  
c o u l d  b e  s a i d  o f  i t s  d o c t r i n e s . B u t  s o c i a l i s m  i s  a w h o l l y  V i c t o r i a n 
f a i t h , n o n - e x i s t e n t  b e f o r e  1 8 3 0  a n d  t o t a l l y  e x i s t e n t  a s  a s e t  o f  
p u b l i s h e d  p r o p o s i t i o n s  b y  t h e  1 8 9 0 s . I t  i s  t h e  o n l y  V i c t o r i a n 
p o l i t i c a l d o c t r i n e , e f f e c t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g , t o  s u r v i v e  i n t o t h e  l a t e  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ; a n d  t h e  o n l y  p o l i t i c a l  d o c t r i n e  w e  h a v e  t h a t  i s  
w h o l l y  V i c t o r i a n  i n  i t s c o n t e n t .  ( W h a t  V i c t o r i a n h a d e v e r  h e a r d  o f  
mo n e t a r i s m  o r  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  C o m m u n i t y ? ) T h i s  g i v e s  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  
t h e  b o o k  i t s p e c u l i a r  a n d  i n e s c a p a b l e  f l a v o u r .  L a b o u r  i s  a f a c t  o f  
o u r  . t i m e s , i n d e e d , b u t  o n e  w h o l l y  i n s p i r e d  b y  a s e t  o f  d o c t r i n e s  
i n v e n t e d  a n d  p r o c l a i m e d  w h i l e  V i c t o r i a  w a s  s t i l l  Q u e e n . 

A n o t h e r  i n c o n g r u i t y , n o t e d  b y  t h e  e d i t o r  h i m s e l f ,  D r  W i n t e r  o f  
P e m b r o k e  C o l l e g e , i s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a n d  w a s  n o  e a s y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
b e t w e e n  B r i t i s h  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  L a b o u r  P a r t y , g i v e n  t h a t  t h e  m o v e m e n t  
h a s  ' n e v e r  r e c r u i t e d  m o r e  t h a n  a m i n o r i t y  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ' .  I n  
o t h e r  w o r d s , t h e  L a b o u r  p a r l i am e n t a r y  p a r t y r e p r e s e n t s  n o t  B r i t i s h 
w o r k e r s , a n d  n o t  e v e n v e r y c e r t a i n l y  B r i t i s h  t r a d e  u n i o n s , b u t  r a t h e r  
a t r a d i t i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  p l a c e d  b y  o n e  p o l i t i c a l s e c t ,  a n d  o n  
g r o u n d s  w h o l l y  c o n c e i v e d  w i t h i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  a g e , o f  w h e r e  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  o f  s u c h  w o r k e r s  a n d  o f  s u c h  u n i o n s  l i e . T h i s  e x p l a i n s , i f  
an y t h i n g  d o e s , s u c h  p a r a d o x e s  o f  h i s t o r y  a s  M r  A r t h u r  S c a r g i l l ,  w h o s e  
p r o p o s a l s  f o r  t h e  m i n e s  w o u l d  b e  d e v a s t a t i n g  f o r  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e  i n  
t h e i r  i n f l a t i o n a r y  c o n s e q u e n c e s  i f  t h e y  w e r e e v e r  p u t  i n t o e f f e c t .  I t  
e x p l a i n s  t h e  e a s y  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n f u s i o n  i n  L a b o u r  r h e t o r i c  b e t w e e n  
' t h e  p o o r ' a n d  ' t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ' - a c o n f u s i o n  t h a t  c e a s e d  t o  b e  
p l a u s i b l e  b e f o r e  m o s t  r e a d e r s  o f  T h e  E ag l e  w e r e  b o r n . I t  e x p l a i n s  t h e  
s p e c t a c l e  o f  a p a r t y  o f  t h e  p o o r  p u b l i c l y  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  
s t a t e  m o n o p o l i e s  t h a t  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  a d v a n t a g e  t h e  r i c h ,  l i k e  
C o n c o r d e  o r  B r i t i s h  R a i l . A n d  i t  e x p l a i n s  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  
M r  M i c h a e l F o o t i n  h o l d i n g  h i s  p a r t y  i n  o n e  p i e c e . 
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T h e  s t o r y o f  B r i t i s h  L a b o u r ,  a s  t h e  c o n t r i b u t o r s  m a k e  c l e a r , n o w  
l o o k s  l i k e  a s t o r y o f  u n r e m i t t i n g  f a i l u r e , c o n f e s s e d  a n d  i n  i t s o w n  
t e r m s . N o b o d y  n o w  t a l k s  a b o u t  t h e  ' s i x t y - y e a r  m a r c h ' ,  o r  a n y  o t h e r  
m a r c h , a n d i t  i s  m a n y  a l o n g  y e a r  s i n c e  a n y  o f  u s  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  
e x p r e s s i o n  ' S c i e n t i f i c  S o c i a l i s m ' . I t  i s  n o t  e v e n  c l e a r  t h a t  w e  o w e  
a n y t h i n g  m u c h  a t  a l l  t o  L a b o u r .  N o  s e l f - r e s p e c t i n g h i s t o r i a n , a n d  
c e r t a i n l y  n o b o d y  h e r e , n o w  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  w e  o w e  t h e  w e l f a r e  s t a t e  t o  
s o c i a l i s t s , a n d  D r  P a u l  A d d i s o n ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o n  ' C h u r c h i l l  a n d  t h e  
w o r k i n g c l a s s  1 9 0 0 - 1 4 '  i s  a f o r m i d a b l y  l u c i d  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  N e w 
L i b e r a l i s m  o f  1 9 0 8  a s  a n  i n s t an c e  o f  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  E d w a r d i a n 
s t a t e s m a n s h i p ,  a d a p t i n g  s t a t e  w e l f a r e  t o  B r i t i s h  c o n d i t i o n � ,  b e f o r e  
L a b o u r  p o l i t i c i a n s  h a d  s h o w n  a n y  n o t a b l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m a t t e r .  
S i n c e  1 9 4 5 , i n d e e d , L a b o u r  g o v e r n m e n t s  h a v e  t e n d e d  t o  s a t i s f y t h e i r  
o w n  s u p p o r t e r s  e v e n  l e s s  t h a n t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s . H e n c e  t h e  f u r y  o f  t h e  
B e n n i t e  L e f t  a g a i n s t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ;  h e n c e  t h e  r e s o u n d i n g  S D P  s p l i t  o f  
1 9 8 1 . D r  P e t e r  C l a r k e , i n  ' T h e  s o c i a l  d e m o c r a t i c  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  c l a s s  
s t r u g g l e ' ,  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  f a i n t l y  e m b a r r a s s e d  b y  t h e  c r e a t i o n o f  a n e w  
p a r t y  u n d e r  t h a t  v e r y  t i t l e  s i n c e  h e  f i r s t  d r a f t e d  h i s  p i e c e , a n d  i t  
m u s t  a l w ay s  b e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  f o r  a n  h i s t o r i a n t o  w a t c h  t h e  f a c t s  
c a t c h i n g  u p  w i t h  h i m ; b u t  h e  i s  i n  f i n e  f o r m  o n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n o f  
s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c  o p i n i o n o v e r  a h u n d r e d  y e a r s , f r o m  M a r x i s t  
c o l l e c t i v i s m  t o  J e n k i n s i t e  c o m p e t i t i o n  b y  w a y  o f  t h e  N e w  L i b e r a l i s m  o f  
C h u r c h i l l  a n d  L l o y d  G e o r g e . 

D r  C l a r k e ' s  p a p e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  l i k e  m u c h  e l s e  i n  t h i s  h i g h l y  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  v o l u m e , l e a v e s  o n e  w i t h  a s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  t h e r e i s  m o r e  
w o r k  t o  b e  d o n e , s o m e  o f  i t  s e v e r e l y  l e x i c a l , o n  t h e  c h a n g i n g  
p o l i t i c a l s e n s e s  o f  s u c h  v i t a l  w o r d s  a s  ' c l a s s ' .  T o  t h i s  d a y  t h e  w o r d  
i s  w o r s e  t h a n  a m b i g u o u s , a n d  w h e n  w e  s a y  o f  s o m e o n e  t h a t  h e  i s  c l a s s 
c o n s c i o u s  w e  s e l d o m  ( i f e v e r ) i m p l y  t h a t  h e  i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  c o n s c i o u s  
o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  a n d  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  
G l a d s t o n e  m e a n t s om e t h i n g  e l s e  ag a i n  b y  t h e  w o r d , a n d  i t  w o u l d  b e  g o o d  
t o  s e e  i t  e x p l a i n e d  a n d  j u s t i f i e d . N o t h i n g  i n  t h i s  b o o k ,  c e r t a i n l y , 
w i l l  p e r s u a d e  t h o s e n o t  a l r e a d y  p e r s u a d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s u c h  a t h i n g 
a s  a w o r k i n g c l a s s  i n  B r i t a i n , o r  t h a t  t h e r e  e v e r  w a s . M u c h  o f  o u r  
p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t e  i s  m y t h i c a l . 

R e v i s i o n  g o e s  o n  a n d  o n . S o m e  o f  t h e s e  p a p e r s , l i k e  J o s e  
H a r r i s ' s  ' D i d  B r i t i s h  w o r ke r s  w a n t t h e  w e l f a r e  s t a t e ? ' ,  a r e  b r a c i n g l y  
a g n o s t i c , a n d  s c a r c e l y  a n y  ( i t i s  g o o d  t o  s a y ) a r e  t o o  t e c h n i c a l t o  
a t t r a c t g e n e r a l  r e a d e r s . I t s a u t h o r s  a r e  e v i d e n t l y  m e n  n o t  t o  b e  
f o o l e d  b y  s t e r e o t y p e s  o r  e a s y  o p i n i o n s , a n d  e v e ry e s s a y h e r e  l o o k s  
d e s i g n e d  a s  a g r a v e y a r d  t o  o n e  o r  m o r e  r e c e i v e d  i d e a s . B u t  t h e n  
D r  C l a r k e  h i m s e l f ,  i n  a s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  S e n i o r  C o m b i n a t i o n 
R o o m  l a s t  F e b r u a r y  o n  p r e s e n t i n g t h e  v o l u m e  t o  H e n r y  P e l l i ng , 
s i g n a l i z e d  h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c o n t r i b u t i o n t o  m o d e r n  h i s t o r i c a l 
s t u d i e s  a s  ' t h e  d e m o c r a c y  o f  f a c t ' ,  w h e r e  n o  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n i s  e v e r  
a l l o w e d  a n  e a s y  r u n  f o r  i t s m o n e y  a n d  w h e r e  e v e r y  f a c t  o f  s o c i a l  o r  
e l e c t o r a l  h i s t o r y , h o w e v e r  a w k w a r d , i s  p e rm i t t e d  t o  s p e a k  f o r  i t s e l f .  
I t  i s  i n  t h a t  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  i s  a f i t t i n g  t r i b u t e t o  i t s 
h e r o . 

G e o r g e  W a t s o n 
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T i m e , A c t i o n  a n d N e c e s s i t y : A P r o o f  o f  F r e e  W i l l .  
D u c k w o r t h , 1 9 8 1 . 

B y  N . C .  D e n y e r .  

N i c h o l a s D e n y e r ' s  T i m e , A c t i o n  a n d  N e c e s s i t y i s  a w o r k  o f  g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t .  T h e  b o o k  o f f e r s  ' a  n o v e l  r e f u t a t i o n  o f  d e t e rm i n i s m a n d  a 
n o v e l p r o o f  t h a t  h u m an b e i n g s  h a v e  f r e e  w i l l ' ;  i t  p r e s e n t s  a 
s t i m u l a t i n g , w i d e - r a n g i n g  b u t  t i g h t l y  s t r u c t u r e d  a r g um e n t  w h i c h  i s  
c o n d u c t e d  w i t h  v i go u r  a n d  c l a r i t y ; i t  y i e l d s  m a n y  i n s i g h t s  i n t o t h e  
n a t u r e  o f  t i m e , a c t i o n  a n d  n e c e s s i t y ; a n d  i f  i t  d o e s  n o t  u l t i m a t e l y  
d e l i v e r  a p r o o f  o f  f r e e  w i l l ,  t h a t , p e r h a p s , i s  n o t  t o o  s u r p r i s i n g , 
g i v e n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d e b a t e . 

M r  D e n y e r ' s  a r g u m e n t  f o r  f r e e  w i l l  f o c u s e s  a r o u n d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  
d e l i b e r a t i o n . I n  b a r e s t o u t l i n e : o n e  c a n n o t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  b o t h  
d e l i b e r a t e  a n d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e r y d e t a i l  o f  t h e  f u t u r e i s  b o t h  f i x e d  
a n d  d e t e r m i n a t e , a s  i s  r e q u i r e d  b y  d e t e rm i n i s m . T h e  a r g u m e n t i s , 
t h e n , a n  a t t e m p t  t o  d e r i v e  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  w i l l  f r o m  a n  e x am i n a t i o n 
o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  d e l i b e r a t i o n , a n d  s u c h  a n  e x am i n a t i o n  f o r m s  t h e  
c o r e  o f  t h e b o o k . 

B e f o r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  M r  D e n y e r ' s  a n a l y s i s  o f  d e l i b e r a t i o n , h o w e v e r  
_ w h i c h  I b e l i e v e  i s  l a r g e l y  b o t h  n o v e l  a n d  c o r r e c t  - i t  i s  w o r t h  
a s k i n g  j u s t  h o w  m u c h ,  a n d  h o w  l i t t l e ,  h e  c a n  h o p e  t o  p r o v e  f r o m  s u c h  a 
b a s i s . A s  M r  D e n y e r  n o t e s  h i m s e l f ,  h i s  a r g um e n t h a s  t h e  f o r m  o f  a n  
a r gu m e n t a d  h o m i n e m ; b u t  h e  i s  a b l e  t o  c l a i m , r i g h t l y , t h a t  h i s  
a r g u m e n t  i s  m o r e  f o r c e f u l  t h a n  m o s t  s u c h  a r g u m e n t s  i n  s o  f a r  a s  i t  i s  
a d d r e s s e d  n o t  t o  s om e  p a r t i c u l a r o p p o n e n t i n  a d i a l e c t i c a l  d e b a t e , b u t  
t o  a l l  r a t i o n a l  a g e n t s  i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e y  d e l i b e r a t e , a n d  t h u s  t o  a l l 
d e t e rm i n i s t s  a n d  t o  a l l  p o t e n t i a l o p p o n e n t s  ( w e k n o w  t h a t  a l l  m e n  d o  
i n  f a c t d e l i b e r a t e , a n d  m u s t c o n t i n u e  t o  d e l i b e r a t e  w h i l e  t h e y  
c o n t i n u e  t o  a c t  r a t i o n a l l y ) .  E v e n  i f  M r  D e n y e r ' s  a r g um e n t  i s  s o  f a r  
d i a l e c t i c a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l , h o w e v e r ,  a s  t o  c o n v i n c e  a l l  r a t i o n a l  a g e n t s  
a n d  a l l  p o t e n t i a l o p p o n e n t s  t h a t  f r e e  w i l l  i s  a p r e c o n d i t i o n o f  
d e l i b e r a t i o n , w e  m a y  s t i l l , p e r h a p s , r e m a i n  d i s s a t i s f i e d , a n d  w a n t t o  
o f f e r  t h e  f o l l ow i n g  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  a r g u m e n t :  ' y e s , y o u  h a v e  c e r t a i n l y  
n ow c o n v i n c e d  u s  t h a t  w e  m u s t  a l l  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  w i l l ; 
b u t  y o u  h a v e  y e t  t o  c o n v i n c e  u s  t h a t  w e  d o ,  a s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  h a v e  
f r e e  w i l l ' .  T o  s u c h  c o n t i n u i n g s c e p t i c i s m  a b o u t  h i s  a r g u m e n t ,  
M r  D e n y e r  h a s  a q u i c k  r e s p o n s e :  h e  c o mp l a i n s  t h a t  h e  d o e s  n o t  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t r u t h  i m p l i e d  b y  t h i s  s c e p t i c i s m ,  a n d  
a s k s  s i m p l y  ' H o w  c an a p r o p o s i t i o n t o  w h i c h  r a t i o n a l i t y d e m a n d s  a s s e n t  
f a i l t o  b e  t r u e ? ' .  T h i s  i s  a g o o d  q u e s t i o n , o f  c o u r s e ; b u t  i t  i s  n o t  
a l t o g e t h e r  s u f f i c i e n t ,  j u s t  a s  i t  s t a n d s , t o  d i s p e l  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  t h a t  
M r  D e n y e r ' s  a rg u m e n t ,  i f  s o u n d , s h o w s  s o m e t h i n g  v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g  a b o u t  
t h e  m i n d ; w h e r e a s  w h a t  h i s  o p p o n e n t d e m a n d e d  w a s  a p r o o f  c o n c e r n i n g  
h o w  t h i n g s  a r e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  

T h e  c e n t r e p i e c e  o f  M r  D e n y e r ' s  b o o k  i s  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  
d e l i b e r a t i o n ( p r a c t i c a l r e a s o n ) .  F o l l ow i n g  A r i s t o t l e , M r  D e n y e r  t ak e s  
t h e  v i e w t h a t  o n e  d e l i b e r a t e s  a b o u t  t h e  c o n t i n g e n t ,  o r  r a t h e r , t h a t  
o n e  d o e s  n o t  d e l i b e r a t e  a b o u t w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  d o  s om e t h i n g w h e n  o n e  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  d o i n g i t  i s  e i t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  o r  i m p o s s i b l e  ( p .  4 0 ) .  
I n d e e d , M r  D e n y e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  l i n k  h e r e  d e s c r i b e d  b e tw e e n  
n e c e s s i t y a n d  p r a c t i c a l r e a s o n  ( t h a t  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e  i s  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  
d e l i b e r a t i o n ) t h a t  o f f e r s  t h e  b e s t  a c c o u n t  o f  w h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  
o f  n e c e s s i t y h a v e  i n  c o mm o n . F o r  M r  D e n y e r  r e c o gn i z e s  n o t  j u s t  
l o g i c a l  n e c e s s i t y , b u t  e p i s t e m i c  n e c e s s i t y ( w h a t  i s  k n o w n  i s  i n  a w a y  
n e c e s s a r y ) ,  a n a t u r a l  n e c e s s i t y ( s o m e t h i n g  c a n  b e  n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  i t  
f o l l o w s  f r o m  a n a t u r a l  l aw ) , a n e c e s s i t y  a r i s i n g  f r o m c o e r c i o n  
( s o m e t i m e s  o n e  h a s  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  b e c a u s e  o n e  i s  f o r c e d  t o ) ( s e c t i o n 
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2 1 ) ;  t h e  n e c e s s i t y o f  t h e  p a s t ;  a n d  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  d e o n t i c  n e c e s s i t y 
( e x am p l e s  a r e  ' y o u  m a y  n o t k i l l  t h e  i n n o c e n t '  a n d  ' y o u  c a n ' t  s a y  t h a t , 
i t ' s  i n c o n s i s t e n t ' ) .  T h e  a d v a n t a g e  c l a i m e d  f o r  t h i s  a c c o u n t o f  
n e c e s s i t y  i s  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  f o r m s  o f  n e c e s s i t y ( n a m e l y  t h e  
e p i s t e m i c  a n d  t h e  d e o n t i c ) r e s i s t  e x p l a n a t i o n i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  r i v a l 
p o s s i b l e  w o r l d  s e m a n t i c s  ( s e c t i o n  3 7 ) .  

T h e r e a r e  m a n y  f e l i c i t e s  i n  M r  O e n y e r ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  d e l i b e r a t i o n -
n o t  l e a s t  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  c o n t r a s t b e t w e e n  p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n  a n d  
t h e o r e t i c a l  r e a s o n .  T h e o r e t i c a l  r e a s o n , b y  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  p r a c t i c a l  
r e a s o n , s t a n d s  r e v e a l e d  a s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h t h e  f i x e d  a n d  d e t e �� i n a t e . 
T o  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  r e a s o n , t h e r e i s ,  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  b u t  o n e  
r i g h t  a n s w e r  ( ' d i d  I g o  t o  a n  I n d i a n r e s t a u r a n t l a s t  n i g h t , o r  d i d  I 
g o  t o  a C h i n e s e  r e s t a u r a n t ? ' ) ;  b u t  t o  q u e s t i o n s  o f  p r a c t i c a l  r e a s o n , 
t h e r e  m a y  b e  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  r i g h t  a n s w e r - p e r h a p s  i t  w o u l d  b e  e q u a l l y  
d e s i r a b� f o r  m e  t o  g o  t o  a n  I n d i a n r e s t a u r a n t t o n i g h t , o r  t o  a 
C h i n e s e  r e s t a u r a n t .  M r  O e n y e r  a l s o  d r a w s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g c o ntra s t ,  a s  
a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  a r g u m e n t , b e t w e e n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e . H e  h o l d s  
t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  i s  l e s s  r e a l  t h a n  t h e  p a s t ,  i n  t h a t ,  f i r s t l y ,  t h e r e  i s  
a c e r t a i n  s p a r s e n e s s  o f  f a c t s a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e ( b y c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h t h e  
p a s t ) ;  a n d  s e c o n d l y , w h a t  f a c t s  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t t h e  f u t u r e  ' o w e  t h e i r  
b e i n g ' t o  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  p r e s e n t  - t h e  f a c t s  w h i c h  a r e  t h e i r  c a u s e s . 

M r  O e n y e r ' s  a c c o u n t o f  n e c e s s i t y s e e m s  l e s s  p l a u s i b l e ,  h o w e v e r .  
F o r  w e  m i g h t  s u p p o s e  t h a t  h e  h a d s h o w n , n o t  t h a t  a l l f o r m s  o f  
n e c e s s i t y  w e r e  t o  b e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e i r  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h 
d e l i b e r a t i o n ; b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  t w o  d i s t i n c t  s o r t s o f  n e c e s s i t y , o n e  
t o  b e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  i n  t e r m s  o f  p o s s i b l e  w o r l d  s e m a n t i c s , t h e  o t h e r  
( t h e  e p i s t e m i c a n d  t h e  d e o n t i c )  t o  b e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  
l i n k  w i t h  d e l i b e r a t i o n . A f t e r  a l l ,  i t  i s  n o t  i n  f a c t w h a t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  a n d  w h a t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  c i r c u m s c r i b e  o u r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s , 
b u t  w h a t  w e  k n o w  o r  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  n e c e s s a r y  o r  i m p o s s i b l e  - a s  
M r  D e n y e r  r e m a r k s , i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e l i b e r a t e  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  
t o  g o  t o  t e a  a t  5 p . m .  w h e n  i t  i s  a l r e a d y  5 . 0 5 p . m . ; a n d  i t  w a s  o n c e  
p o s s i b l e  f o r  g e o m e t e r s  t o  c o n t e m p l a t e s q u a r i n g t h e  c i r c l e . M o s t f o r m s  
o f  n e c e s s i t y c i r c u m s c r i b e  a c t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n d e l i b e r a t i o n s . 
( E p i s t e m i c  a n d  d e o n t i c  f o rm s  o f  n e c e s s i t y c o n s t i t u t e a n  e x c e p t i o n  h e r e  

_ t h e  i n n o c e n t a r e  k i l l e d , p e o p l e  a r e  i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  a n d  t h e  ' k i n d  o f  
p o s s i b i l i t y s o m e t h i n g h a s i f  a n d  o n l y  i f  i t  i s  n o t  k n ow n  t o  b e  f a l s e ' 
( p . 4 8 ) a l s o  d o e s  n o t  p r e c l u d e  i t s a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  t r u e  o r  f a l s e . ) 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  a r g u m e n t f o r  f r e e  w i l l ,  M r  O e n y e r  a l s o  
e x am i n e s  a n d  o f f e r s  t o  r e f u t e  t h r e e  f o r m s  o f  a r g u m e n t  f o r  d e t e r m i n i s m 
_ a l o g i c a l  a r g u m e n t ,  w h i c h  e m b a r k s  f r o m  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h a t  e v e r y 
p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  e i t h e r  t r u e  o r  f a l s e ; a t h e o l o g i c a l  a r g u m e n t ,  w h i c h  
s t a r t s  f r o m  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n  o m n i s c i e n t  g o d ; a n d  a p a i r  o f  
a r g u m e n t s  M r  O e n y e r  t e r m s  ' s c i e n t i s t i c ' - t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  
d e t e r m i n i s m  i s  e i t h e r  a p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  o r  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  
e n q u i r y . H a v i n g  c om p l e t e d  h i s  a r g u m e n t  f o r  f r e e  w i l l , M r  O e n y e r  i s  
n o w  i n  a p o s i t i o n t o  c l a i m  t h a t  i t  i s  s i m p l y  w r o n g  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  i t  
i s  n o w  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g t h e  u n d e t e r m i n e d  p a r t  o f  
t h e-rut u r e  a r e  e i t h e r  t r u e  o r  f a l s e  - w e  s h o u l d  s ay , r a t h e r , t h a t  t h e y  
c o m e  t r u e  o r  f a l s e ; a n d i t  i s  s i m p l y  i n c o h e r e n t t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e r e 
c o u l d  b e  a n  o n m i s c i e n t  g o d ; a n d  t h a t , i f  s c i e n c e  i m p l i e s  d e t e r m i n i s m ,  
s o  m u c h  t h e  w o r s e f o r  s c i e n c e . 

M r  D e n y e r ' s  a r g u m e n t  a l s o  t o u c h e s  o n  m a n y  o t h e r  c e n t r a l  t o p i c s  i n  
p h i l o s o p h y  ( n o t a b l y  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  m i n d  t o  b o d y ) - i n t o w h i c h , 
h o w e v e r , I s h a l l n o t  p u r s u e  h i m h e r e . S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t  
M r  O e n y e r  w r i t e s  w i t h  g r e a t  p a n a c h e , a n d  t h a t  h e  h a s p r o d u c e d  o n e  o f  
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t h e  m o s t e n j o y a b l e  p h i l o s o p h y  b o o k s  o f  t h e  y e a r . N o  r a t i o n a l  a g e n t  
s h o u l d  f a i l  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h i s  b o o k  a n d  t o  p u r s u e  i t s a r g u m e n t w i t h  c a r e  
a n d  a t t e n t i o n . 

S t a t e s  
1 9 1 9 .  
1 9 8 3 . 

W i l l i a m J o r d a n  

o f  E m e r g e n c y  - B r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  S t r i k e b r e a k i n g  s i n c e  
B y  K e i t h  J e f f e r y  a n d  P e t e r  H e n n e s s y . R o u t l e d g e  & K e g a n P a u l , 

K e i t h  J e f f e r y i n  h a p p i e r , a n d  m o r e  m a s c u l i n e , t i m e s  w a s  n o n 
r o w i n g  C a p t a i n  o f  t h e  L a d y  M a r g a r e t  B o a t  C l u b , r e t u r n i n g l a t e r  t o  h i s  
n a t i v e  U l s t e r  a s  n o n - r o w i n g  l e c t u r e r  i n  h i s t o r y a t  t h e  P o l y t e c h n i c  
t h e r e . P e t e r  H e n n e s s y  i s  s c a r c e l y  l e s s  w e l l  r e m e m b e r e d  i n  C o l l e g e  a s  
w i n n e r  o f  a p i e c e  o f  S i r  J o s e p h  L a r m o r ' s  P l a t e  f o r  s h a r p  c o m m e n t  a n d  
g o o d  w o r k s , a n d  s c a r c e l y  l e s s  w e l l k n o w n  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a t  l a r g e  f o r  h i s  
r e p o r t s  i n  T h e  T i m e s  o n  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  i n n u e n d o , p o l i t i c s  a n d  p o w e r .  
Y e t w h a t  h a v e  t h e s e  t w o  - n e i t h e r  w o r k e r s , n o r  m a n ag e r s ; t h e  o n e  a n  
a c a d e m i c ,  t h e  o t h e r  a j o u r n a l i s t  o n  a p a p e r  s c a r c e l y  n o t e d  f o r  i t s 
b r e a k i n g  o f  s t r i k e s  - t o  t e a c h  u s , o r  M r  T e b b i t , o r  M r s  T h a t c h e r , o n  
t h e  a r t  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n , o r  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  k e e p  B r i t a i n  l i t  
w h e n  t h e  p o w e r  w o r k e r s  g o  o u t ?  

T h e i r  c r e d e n t i a l s  a r e  g o o d . O r  J e f f e r y ' s  d i s s e r t a t i o n  o n  " T h e  
m i l i t a r y  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  1 9 1 8 - 2 2 "  l e a d s  n a t u r a l l y  o n  t o  
t h e  t o p i c  o f  m i l i t a r y  a i d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  C i v i l  P o w e r  - a t h e m e  
s t r o n g l y  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h i s  b o o k , f r o m  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t r i k e  o f  1 9 2 6  t o  
t h e  f i r e m e n ' s  s t r i k e  j u s t  o v e r  h a l f  a c e n t u r y  l a t e r .  M r  H e n n e s s y ' s  
e a r l y  i n t e r e s t s  l a y i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  t r a d e  u n i o n  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  
a n o t h e r  s t r o n g  t h e m e  o f  t h e  b o o k , t h o u g h  o n e  s u b o r d i n a t e d  s o m e w h a t  t o  
t h a t  o f  t h e  m e c h a n i c s  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e e n g i n e  c o n c e a l e d  b e h i n d  
W h i t e h a l l ' s  b l a n d  f a c a d e , w h i c h  h a v e  c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  f a s c i n a t e  
h i m  i n  h i s  l a t e r  w r i t i n g s . 

T h e  a u t h o r s  t a k e  u s  f r o m  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t d a y , t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  
p e r i o d  s t a n d i n g a s  b a c k d r o p  t o  t h e i r  s t u d y  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t ' s  e m e r g e n c y  p l a n n i n g  a p p a r a t u s . F o r  t h e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  o f  
t h e  p e r i o d m o r e  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  d o m a i n  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
p r o v i d e  t h e  d e t a i l , b u t  t h e  c o v e r a g e  i s  a n  e v e n  o n e .  T h e  s t o r y i s  
r e m a r k a b l e  m o s t l y  f o r  i t s c o n t i n u i t y a n d  s e n s e  o f  m i n i m a l  c h a n g e . 
M ay b e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  p r i n c i p l e s  s e e m e d  c l e a r e r ; p e r h a p s  b y  l a t e r  
t i m e s  a g r e a t e r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  h e l p  f r o m  t h e  a r m e d  
f o r c e s  h a s  e m e r g e d . L a b o u r  g o v e r n m e n t s  h a v e  o f t e n  b e e n  s t r o n g ; 
C o n s e r v a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t s  s o m e t i m e s  w e a k . A l l  h a v e  b e e n  c o mm i t t e d  t o  
s e c r e c y . 

F o r  t h e  m a n  i n  t h e  C o m b i n a t i o n  R o o m , s i t t i n g w i t h  h i s  p o r t  a n d  
h i s  p i p e  b y  t h e  f i r e  a n d  r e l i v i n g t h e  h e a d y  d a y s  o f  a d e c a d e  a g o  o f  
s t u d e n t s  b a y i n g  f o r  j u s t i c e  i n  t h e  c o u r t ,  w h a t  a r e  t h e  l e s s o n s  t o  b e  
l e a r n t ?  F e w  I t h i n k . B u t  t h a t  p e r h a p s  w e  m a y  p u t  d o w n  t o  t h e  f a i l u r e  
o f  s u c c e s s i v e  G o v e r n m e n t s  t o  s o l v e  t h e  i n s o l u b l e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  a n y  
d e f e c t i n  K e i t h  J e f f r e y ' s  a n d  P e t e r  H e n n e s s y ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g a n d  
v a l u a b l e  b o o k . 

G . A .  R e i d  
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a l t o g e t h e r  a f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t ,  a n d  r e m a i n e d  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  
h i s  l i f e , a p a r t  f r o m  s o m e  o v e r s e a s  v i s i t i n g  p r o f e s s o r s h i p s . A f t e r  
h i s  f i r s t  w i f e ' s  d e a t h  i n  1 9 7 3  h e  m a r r i e d  M a r g a r e t ,  w i d o w  o f  t h e  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g e n e t i c i s t  L i o n e l  P e n r o s e , a n d  s h e  s u r v i v e s  h i m .  

M a x ' s  s o m e t i m e s  a b r u p t  m a n n e r  d i s g u i s e d  a f u n d a m e n t a l  s h y n e s s , 
b u t  h e  c o u l d  b e  v e r y  g o o d  c o m p a n y , e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  h e  a l l o w e d  f u l l  
p l a y  t o  h i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  s a r d o n i c  s e n s e  o f  h um o u r .  

F . S m t t h i e s  

( Photograph c . 1 936 ) 

Re�ews 

M e m o r i e s  o f  S t  J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e , C a m b r i d g e , 1 9 1 9  - 1 9 6 9 . 
B y  J . S .  B o y s  S m i t h . S t  J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e , C a m b r i d g e , 1 9 8 3 . 

S t  J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e , p e r h a p s  m o r e  t h a n  m a n y  C a m b r i d g e  C o l l e g e s , 
h a s  b e e n  w e l l  s e r v e d  b y  i t s  m o r e  r e c e n t  m e m o r i a l i s t s  - E . E .  R a v e n , 
A . C .  C r o o k , H . F .  H o w a r d , R . F .  S c o t t  a n d  m a n y  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  T h e  
E a g l e . J o h n  B o y s  S m i t h , a s  o n e  w o u l d  e x p e c t ,  h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  
e n h a n c e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n o f  h i s  f e l l o w  J o h n i a n s  i n  M e m o r i e s  o f  S t  
J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e , C a m b r i d g e , 1 9 1 9  t o  1 9 6 9 , p r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  C o l l e g e  
( c u r i o u s l y )  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s , O x f o r d . T h e  b o o k  c o n s i s t s  o f  
t w o  p a r t s , R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  L i f e i n  S t  J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e , 1 9 1 9 - 1 9 4 5 ,  
w r i t t e n  i n  1 9 7 9  a n d  F i f t e e n  Y e a r s  a s  S e n i o r  B u r s a r  o f  S t  J o h n ' s  
C o l l e g e , 1 9 4 4 - 1 9 5 9 , c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 8 2 . A r r i v i n g a s  a f r e s h m a n  i n  
1 9 1 9  B o y s  S m i t h  h a s  s e r v e d  t h e  C o l l e g e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  h i s  d a y s  a s  
u n d e r g r a d u a t e , b a c h e l o r  o f  a r t s , F e l l o w ,  C h a p l a i n , T u t o r , J u n i o r  
B u r s a r ,  E l y  P r o f e s s o r  o f  D i v i n i t y , S e n i o r  B u r s a r ,  Ma s t e r , a n d  f r o m  
1 9 6 3  t o  1 9 6 5  V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y , p o s s i b l y  a u n i q u e  
r e c o r d . T h e  p e r i o d  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  b o o k  i s  t h e  h a l f  c e n t u r y  f r o m  h i s  
a r r i v a l  t o  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  Ma s t e r s h i p  i n  1 9 6 9 , a p e r i o d  w h i c h  
s a w  f a r  r e a c h i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  l i f e o f  a 
C a m b r i d g e C o l l e g e  - a c a d e m i c , e c o n o m i c  a n d  d o m e s t i c . T h e  c o n t i n u e d  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  C o l l e g e s  o v e r  t h e  c e n t u r i e s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e i r  a b i l i t y t o  
a d a p t  t o  c h a n g e  ( a n a b i l i t y  s o m e  c r i t i c s  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  m i g h t  f i n d  
s u r p r i s i n g ) b u t  t h a t  a b i l i t y  i s  i n  a l a r g e  m e a s u r e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  
r a r e  q u a l i t i e s o f  t h e  p e o ple w h o  g o v e r n  t h em , a n d  t h c i r  c o n c e r n  f o r  

t h e  s o c i e t y  t h e y  s e r v e . 

T h o s e  r a r e  q u a l i t i e s  a r e  e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h i s  b o o k . I t  i s  n o t  o n l y  
a B u r s a r  w h o  ' m u s t  b e  d e e p l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p u r p o s e  a n d  n e e d s  o f  
h i s  C o l l e g e ' b u t  t h e  F e l l o w s h i p  a s  a w h o l e ,  a l t h o u g h  B u r s a r s  a n d  
M a s t e r s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  c a r r y  a g r e a t e r  o b l i ga t i o n  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  s u c h  
a n  i n t e r e s t . I t  c a n n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a n  e a s y  c h o i c e  f o r  B o y s  S m i t h  t o  
m a k e  w h e n  h e  w a s  o f f e r e d  t h e  p o s t  o f  S e n i o r  B u r s a r ; h e  h a d  h e l d  t h e  
E l y  P r o f e s s o r s h i p  f o r  o n l y  a s h o r t  t i m e  o f  f o u r  y e a r s , h e  h a d  o n  h i s  
o w n  a d m i s s i o n , l i t t l e  f i n a n c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
w o u l d  b e  m u c h  t o  l e a r n , a n d  - i t  w a s  1 9 4 4  - w a s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  h u g e  
p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  w o u l d  fa c e  t h e  C o l l e g e  i n  a d a p t i n g t o  p o s t  w a r  c h a n g e . 
" I  c a m e  v e r y  c l o s e  i n d e e d  t o  r e f u s a l . . .  ( b u t ) I h a v e  n e v e r  s i n c e  
r e g r e t t e d  m y  d e c i s i o n . "  N e i t h e r ,  I s u s p e c t ,  h a s  t h e  C o l l e g e . 

B u t  a C o l l e g e  i s  n o t  s i m p l y  a s e t  o f  p u r p o s e s  a n d  n e e d s , a n d  t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  r e c o g n i s e  t h o s e  n e e d s  a n d  t o  b e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e m  i s  n o t  
i n  i t s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t ;  a n e c e s s a r y  c o n c o m i t a n t  i s  a r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
a n d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  m a k e  u p  t h e  C o l l e g e . T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  
i s  a n o t h e r  o f  B o y s  S m i t h ' s  q u a l i t i e s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  b o o k . 
M e m o r i e s  o f  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d i n i n g  p r a c t i c e , o f  d e l i v e r i e s  o f  c o a l  u p  
c o u n t l e s s  f l i g h t s  o f  s t a i r s , o f  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  b a t h r o o m s  a r e  
i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f , a n d  c o m p l i m e n t s  t o , t h o s e  
s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  w h o  w e r e  k n o w n  t o  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  J o h n i a n s . 
P o r t e r s , i n  a n y  C o l l e g e , a r e  t h e  p u b l i c  f a c e  o f  a m a i n l y  i n v i s i b l e  
a r m y  o f  c o o k s , b e d m a k e r s , g y p s  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  m e n . T o o  o f t e n  t o o  

53 



l i t t l e  i s  s a i d  a b o u t  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  
u n d e r g r a d u a t e s  a n d  F e l l ow s  a l i k e , b u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  a n  o m i s s i o n  o n e  
e x p e c t s  f r o m  B o y s  S m i t h .  C h a r l i e  G a w t h r o p ,  J . H .  P a l m e r , J . R .  C o l l i n s , 
E . W .  A u s t i n ,  M i s s  A l i c e  P r i c e , H a r r y  W r i g h t , W . S .  M a t t h e w s , t h e  
B u t l e r s , t h e  W a r d s ,  t h e  N i c h o l s o n s , t h e  M a n n i n g s  a r e  a l l  r e c a l l e d  a n d  
d u e  r e c o g n i t i o n  g i v e n  t o  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o r  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r . 

S o  t o o  a r e  t h e  F e l l o w s , t o o  m a n y  t o  m e n t i o n i n d i v i d u a l l y  h e r e . 
H . S .  F o xw e l l , w h o  h a d  t a u g h t  B o y s  S m i t h ' s  f a t h e r  f o r t y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r , 
a n d  w h o s e  d i r e c t i o n o f  s t u d i e s  i n  E c o n om i c s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  ,a f e w  
m i n u t e s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  e a c h  t e rm ; J . M .  C r e e d , w h o  
s e e m s , a s  D e a n , t o  h a v e  h a d  s o m e  d i f f i c u l t y  c o p i n g w i t h  t h e  m o r e  
b o i s t e r o u s  o f  t h e  e x  s e r v i c e m e n  a m o n g s t  t h e  u n d e r g r a d u a t e s ; A . J .  
S t e v e n s ,  w h o  h e l d  h i s  F e l l o w s h i p  f o r  l i f e ,  w i t h o u t  o b l i ga t i o n ; E . A .  
B e n i a n s , w h o s e  r e m a r k a b l e  g i f t  o f  i n s i g h t  i n t o  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  i n t o  t h e  
n a t u r e  a n d  n e e d s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  d r a w s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g t r i b u t e : 

T o  c o n s u l t  h i m  - a n d  e v e r y o n e  c o n s u l t e d  h i m  - w a s  n o t  o n l y  t o  
r e c o g n i s e  t h e  w i s d o m  o f  h i s  a d v i c e  b u t  t o  k n o w t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  
r i g h t  a d v i c e  b e c a u s e  h e  h a d  u n d e r s t o o d  y o u r  p r o b l e m a n d  h a d , 
e v e n  i f  o n l y  m o m e n t a r i l y ,  g i v e n  y o u  h i s  u n d i v i d e d  a t t e n t i o n . 

B o y s  S m i t h ' s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  m a t t e r s  b u r s a r i a l  i s  e v i d e n t  e v e n  f r o m  
P a r t  I o f  t h e  b o o k . I n  1 9 2 8  h e  m o v e d  i n t o  F 4 , T h i r d  C o u r t , t h e  r o o m s  
o c c u p i e d  b y  T h o m a s  B a k e r  f o r  o v e r t h i r t y  y e a r s  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y . C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  B o y s  S m i t h  n o t e s  t h a t  ' I t g a v e  m e  g r e a t  
p l e a s u r e  t o  k n o w  t h a t  I w a s l i v i n g  i n  h i s  r o o m s . '  F e l l o w s  w e r e  r e s 
p o n s i b l e  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  f o r  f u r n i s h i n g  a n d  d e c o r a t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  r o o m s , 
a n d  B o y s  S m i t h  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  M . P .  C h a r l e s w o r t h  a n d  I . L .  E v a n s , s e e m  
t o  h a v e  s e t  a b o u t  a m a j o r  r e n o v a t i o n  p r o j e c t ,  i n s t a l l i n g  b a t h r o o m s , 
r e v e a l i n g  c o n c e a l e d  c u p b o a r d s  a n d  c r e a t i n g  i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g  d o o r s . 
T h e  o b v i o u s  d e l i g h t  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  w r i t e s  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  s u r e l y  
i n d i c a t e s  a n o t h e r  o f  h i s  q u a l i t i e s  - a n  e y e  f o r  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  
i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n o f  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e . 

I n  P a r t  1 1  o f  t h e  b o o k , w h i c h  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  h i s  f i f t e e n  
y e a r s  a s  S e n i o r  B u r s a r , B o y s  S m i t h  p a y s  d u e  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  
h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s , i n  p a r t i c u l a r  R . F .  S c o t t  a n d  S i r  H e n r y  H o w a r d , a n d  
t o  t h e  u n fa i l i n g h e l p  o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B u r s a r y  S t a f f  s u c h  a s  W . E .  
W o l f e , W . T .  T h u r b o n  a n d  R . G .  B a d c o c k . D r a w i n g  o n  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  
C o l l e g e  A c c o u n t s  a n d  t h e  i n t e r n a l  N o t e  o n  t h e  A c c o u n t s  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  
F e l l o w s , B o y s  S m i t h g i v e s  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  
o f  t h e  B u r s a r y  a n d  i t s w o r k .  M o d e r n  d a y  B u r s a r s  - a n d  i n d e e d  a n y o n e  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  b u s i n e s s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  m a n a g e m e n t  - m a y  w e l l  
c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  t h e  c o n s t a n t  s t r e a m  o f  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h 
w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  t o  f am i l i a r i s e  t h e m s e l v e s ; A c t s  r e l a t i n g t o  
e m p l o y m e n t ,  h e a l t h , s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  s a f e t y  a n d  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  
h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t e d  b o t h  e m p l o y e r  a n d  e m p l o y e e  i n  r e c e n t  
y e a r s . B u t  t h e r e  w a s  a v e r i t a b l e  d e l u g e  o f  p o s t  w a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  
w h i c h  a f f e c t e d  C o l l e g e s  a s  e m p l o y e r s , l a n d o w n e r s  a n d  i n v e s t o r s . 
N a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  a f f e c t e d  i n v e s t m e n t  i n t e r e s t s  i n  l a n d , r a i l w a y s ,  
c o a l , e l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  g a s  c om p a n i e s ;  t o w n  a n d  c o u n t r y  p l a n n i n g 
l e g i s l a t i o n a f f e c t e d d e v e l o p m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  t h e r e  w e r e a 
s e r i e s  o f  e n a c t m e n t s  r e g u l a t i n g  l a n d l o r d  a n d  t e n a n t r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 
S i m u l t a n e o u s l y  t h e r e  w e r e  c h a n g e s  i n  s t a t u t e s , w h i c h  e s s e n t i a l l y  
c r e a t e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  f i n a n c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
a n d  t h e  C o l l e g e s .  

M e a n w h i l e  
o c c u p a t i o n ; a n d  
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t h e  C o l l e g e  h a d  t o  b e  r e s t o r e d  f o l l o w i n g  w a r  t i me 
t h e  C o l l e g e  e s t a t e s  h a d  to  be  a s s e s s e d  f o r  c o m p e n -

s a t i o n u n d e r  t h e  W a r  D a m a g e  A c t s . T o  a l l  t h i s  m u s t  b e  a d d e d  t h e  d a y 
t o - d a y  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  r u n n i n g  a l a r g e  i n s t i t u t i o n , a n d  a l t h o u g h  B o y s  
S m i t h ' s  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e  v a r i e d  w o r k  o f  t h e  B u r s a r y  i s  a p p a r e n t ,  
o n e  s u s p e c t s  t h a t h e  h a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  t h e  w o r k 
l o a d  o f  t h o s e  d a y s  a n d  t h e  a m o u n t o f  m i d n i g h t  o i l  t h a t  w a s  b u r n e d  o n  
I S t a i r c a s e , N e w  C o u r t . 

T h a t  e n t h u s i a s m i s  n o w h e r e  m o r e  a p p a r e n t  t h a n  w h e n  h e  i s  w r i t i n g 
o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e s t a t e s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e , w h i c h  w i l l  n o t  s u r p r i s e  
t h o s e  r e a d e r s  w h o  h a v e  n o t e d , i n  P a r t  I ,  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y 
s i d e  a s  s h o w n  b y  h i s  o r n i t h o l o g i c a l  o b s e r va t i o n s  i n  t h e  W i l d e r n e s s  
a n d  h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  wa l k i n g i n  t h e  w i l d  p l a c e s  o f  Wa l e s  a n d  
S c o t l a n d  i n  t h e  v a c a t i o n s . 

T h e  i n t i m a t e  f e e l i n g f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i t s  s i g h t s , i t s  s o u n d s , 
i t s  s m e l l s ; i t s  b i r d s , i t s  b u t t e r f l i e s , i t s  t r e e s  a n d  f l o w e r s ; 
i t s  h e d g e r o w s , w o o d s  a n d  h e a t h s ; i t s s t r e a m s , i t s  w i n d s , i t s  
s t o r m s  a n d  i t s  s i l e n c e s ; i t s  e a r t h  a n d  i t s  s k i e s : a l l  t h i s  
c o n s t i t u t e s  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  w h i c h  n o t h i n g  e l s e  
c o u l d  e v e r  f u l l y  c o m p e n s a t e . I h a v e  h a d  t h e  g o o d  f o r t u n e  n e v e r 
t o  b e  w h o l l y  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h i s  i m m e d i a t e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r a l  
w o r l d ; a n d  w h e n  p a r t l y  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  i t ,  m e m o r y  a n d  i m a g i n a t i o n  
m a k e  i t  s t i l l  a l i v i n g a n d  p r e s e n t  r e a l i t y .  

I n  s t r e s s i n g t h a t i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a C o l l e g e  B u r s a r  s h o u l d  
v i s i t  t h e  f a r m s , a n d  s h o u l d  h a v e  a f i r s t  h a n d  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h t h e m  
a n d  w i t h  t h e i r  t e n a n t s , B o y s  S m i t h  c a n d i d l y  a d m i t s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  
p a r t  o f  h i s  d u t i e s  w h i c h  h e  e n j o y e d  m o r e , a n d  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  
f a rm e r s  a n d  t h e i r  w i v e s n o  d o u b t c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h a t  e n j o ym e n t !  

T h e  c h a p t e r s  o n  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  E s t a t e s  a n d  o n  t h e  E s t a t e s  
R e p a i r s  a n d  I m p r o v e m e n t s  F u n d  a r e  n o t  o n l y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  
e c o n o m i c  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e , b u t  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  w e l l ; p e n  p o r t r a i t s  o f  t e n a n t s  a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  
a u d i t  l u n c h e s  a r e  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i t h  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  r e n t  r e v i e w s  a n d  
t h e  c o s t  o f  i m p r o v e m e n t s , u n d e r t a k e n  n o t  o n l y  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e a r n i n g 
c a p a c i t y o f  t h e  f a r m s ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  
a c c o mm o d a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e n a n t s  a n d  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s , s h o w i n g  y e t  a g a i n  
t h e  a u t h o r ' s  c o n c e r n  a n d  c a r e  f o r  t h o s e  t o  w h o m t h e  C o l l e g e  h a d  a n  
o b l i g a t i o n . 

I f  t h e r e  i s  a u n i f y i n g t h e m e  t o  t h e  t w o  p a r t s  o f  t h i s  
f a S C i n a t i n g b o o k  i t  i s  s u r e l y  t h a t  o f  o b l i ga t i o n , e i t h e r  t o  f a r m  
t e n a n t s , t o  c o l l e ag u e s  o r  t o  t h e  s t a f f , o r  i n d e e d  t o  t h a t  s o m e w h a t 
n e b u l o u s  b o d y , t h e  C o l l e ge a s  a w h o l e .  I n  d e s c r i b i n g t h e  a t t r a c t i o n s  
o f  h i s  o f f i c e , B o y s  S m i t h  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  m a n y  a n d  v a r i e d , 
a r i s i n g p a r t l y  f r o m  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n b u t  e q u a l l y  f r o m  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  i t s  e x e r c i s e . ' I n d e p e n d e n c e a n d  
t h e  e x e r c i s e o f  d i s c r e t i o n  a r e  n o t  i n i m i c a l  t o  a s t r o n g  c o n 
s t i t u t i o n a l  f e e l i n g , a n d  t h e y  s h o u l d  f o s t e r  a s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  i t  i s  a B u r s a r ' s  d u t y  t o  s e r v e . '  S t  J o h n ' s  C o l l e g e  
h a s  i n d e e d  b e e n  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s e r v e d  b y  J . S .  B o y s  S m i t h . 

C . J .  T a y l o r  
B u r s a r  o f  C o r p u s  C h r i s t i  C o l l e g e  
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T h e  E m e r g e n c e  o f  A f r i c a n  C a p i t a l i s m . 
M a c m i l l a n , 1 9 8 4 . 1 1 3 p a g e s . 

B y  J o h n  I l i f f e . L o n d o n , 

T h i s  s h o r t  b o o k  c o n s i s t s  o f  f o u r  e x p a n d e d  l e c t u r e s  g i v e n  a t  
C a n t e r b u r y  i n  m e m o r y  o f  t h e  A f r i c a n  h i s t o r i a n , R o g e r  A n s t e y , w h o  w a s  
a l s o  a J o h n i a n . I t s  a i m  i s  t o  d o c u m e n t  a n d  o r g a n i z e  t h e  e v i d e n c e  f o r  
a n  i n d i g e n o u s  A f r i c a n  c a p i t a l i s m .  I n  t h i s  J o h n  I l i f f e  i s  e m i n e n t l y  
s u c� e s s f u l . T h e  m a t e r i a l s  h e  h a s  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  
f i r s t s y s t e m a t i c  t r e a t m e n t o f  t h e  t o p i c  f o r  B l a c k  A f r i c a  a s  a . w h o l e .  
R e a s o n a b l y  e n o u g h , h e  c o n c e n t r a t e s  o n  t h e  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  c o u n t r i e s , 
w h i c h  m e a n s , w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  I v o r y  C o a s t , a h a n d f u l  o f  e x 
B r i t i s h  c o l o n i e s  i n  W e s t  a n d  E a s t  A f r i c a . D r  I l i f f e  d i v i d e s  h i s  
t o p i c  i n t o  f o u r  s e p a r a t e  t h e m e s : n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  c a p i t a l i s m ; r u r a l  
c a p i t a l i s m d u r i n g  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ; t h e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e  
a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  r e l i g i o n  a n d  c a p i t a l i s m ; a n d  
s t a t e - m a d e  u r b a n  c a p i t a l i s m s i n c e  1 9 4 5 .  O f  t h e s e , t h e  f i r s t  i s  a 
m o d e l  o f  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  h i s t o r i a n ' s  s t r u c t u r e d  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h i n  
s o u r c e s ; t h e  s e c o n d  c o v e r s  m o r e f a m i l i a r  g r o u n d ; t h e  t h i r d  s t r a y s  
s o m e w h a t  f r o m  i t s  o s t e n s i b l e  t o p i c , b u t  i s  a l w a y s  s t i m u l a t i n g ; a n d  
t h e  l a s t  s t r u gg l e s  r a t h e r  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  w i t h  a n  i s s u e  - t h e  
p o s t c o l o n i a l  s t a t e  a n d  c a p i t a l i s m , d o m e s t i c  a n d  f o r e i g n  - wh i c h  i s  a 
l i t t l e  l a r g e  f o r  t h e s e  l e c t u r e s . T h e  c o m b i n e d  r e s u l t  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  
b a c k g r o u n d  t e x t  w h o s e  i d e a s  a n d  e x a m p l e s  w i l l  e n g a g e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  o f  
s e v e r a l  d i s c i p l i n e s  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e . 

I f  I h a v e  g i v e n  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  a t h e o r e t i c a l  
w o r k , i t  i s  n o t  q u i t e  s o . F o r  D r  I l i f f e , d e s p i t e  h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  
e x e g i s i s  o f  t h e  s o u r c e s , t a k e s  s o m e  p r i n c i p l e d  s t a n d s .  T h u s , f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  h e  i n t r o d u c e s  G e r s c h e n k r o n ' s  n o t i o n  o f  " l a t e  c a p i t a l i s m "  t o  
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  p o s t w a r t r e n d s .  Mo r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  h e  e q u a t e s  c a p i 
t a l i s m f i r m l y  w i t h t h e  p r e d o m i n a n c e  o f  t h e  w a g e  l a b o u r  f o r m . I t  i s  
r i g h t  t o  e m p h a s i z e , w i t h  M a r x , t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  
c a p i t a l  i n t o  p r o d u c t i o n  ( a s o p p o s e d , s a y , t o  m e r e l y  m a k i n g  m o n e y  - i n  
t r a d e  o r  u s u r y ) . B u t t h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t e l e o l o g i c a l  a b o u t  fo c u s i n g  
o n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  c a p i t a l  a n d  l a b o u r  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  m o d e  
o f  p r o d u c t i o n , w h e n  A f r i c a n  r e a l i t i e s  a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  e m e r g e n t , 
p a r t i a l  a n d , a s  D r  I l i f f e  h i m s e l f  s t r e s s e s ,  s y n t h e t i c . U n d e r  t h e s e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a m o r e  e c l e c t i c  a p p r o a c h , s u c h  a s  W e b e r ' s ,  s e e m s  m o r e  
f r u i t f u l : t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  m o r e  t y p e s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m t h a n  t h a t i d e a l i z e d  
i n  C a p i t a l , m a n y  f o r m s  o f  l a b o u r  ( c a p i t a l i s t  f i r m s  h a v e  u s e d  s l a v e s , 
m i g r a n t s ,  s h a r e c r o p p e r s  e t c . ) ,  a n d  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  
a r r a n g e m e n t s , o f t e n  i n v o l v i n g  p o l i t i c a l  a g e n t s . I n  p r a c t i c e , D r  
I l i f f e i s  f o r c e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  a w i d e r  r a n g e  o f  p h e n o m e n a  t h a n h i s  r e s 
t r i c t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n  a d m i t s . A g a i n  h e  f i n d s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  
p r a g m a t i s m i n  M a r x .  D r a w i n g  o n  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
o u t c o m e s o f  c o n q u e s t  b y  s u c h  p e o p l e s  a s  t h e  M o n g o l s , D r  I l i f f e  p i c k s  
o n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s y n t h e s i s  b e t w e e n  c o n q u e r o r s  a n d  c o n q u e r e d  a s  a 
p r o t o t y p e  f o r  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  o f  p r e c a p i t a l i s t  a n d  c a p i t a l i s t  f o r m s  h e  
n o w  f i n d s  i n  A f r i c a .  E l s e w h e r e  h e  e n d o r s e s  a m o d i f i e d  s t r u c t u r a l i s t 
M a r x i s t  a p p r o a c h  o f  t h e  s o r t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  R e y ' s  ' a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  
m o d e s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ' .  W h e n  w e  a d d  t h e s e  s o m e w h a t  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  
b o r r o w i n g s  f r o m  M a r x i s m  t o  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  G e r s c h e n k r o n ' s  i d e a s  a n d  
W e b e r ' s  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i o l o g y , t h e  r e s u l t i n g i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n f u s i o n 
t e n d s  t o  c l o u d  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  i s s u e s .  

N o  d o u b t  t h e  h i s t o r i a n ' s  t a s k s  d o  n o t  p r i m a r i l y  i n c l u d e  t h e  
n e e d  t o  f i x  o n  a u n i f i e d  c o n c e p t u a l  v i s i o n  - b e s t  l e a v e  s e c u l a r  
t h e o l o g y  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s . B u t  o n e  d o e s  n o t  g a i n  f r o m  t h i s  
b o o k  a c l e a r  i d e a  o f  w h a t h a s  b e c o m e  o f  A f r i c a n  c a p i t a l i s m . P a r t l y ,  

t h a t  i s  b e c a u s e  A f r i c a n  c a p i t a l i s m i s  w e a k  t o  n o n - e x i s t e n t ; p a r t l y  i t  
i s  b e c a u s e  D r  I l i f f e  h a s  o p t e d  f o r  a s u r v e y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a p o l e m i c ;  
b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  b e c a u s e  h i s  a n a l y t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k , w h i c h  o p e n s  i n  s o  
r i g o r o u s  a m a n n e r , l a t e r  b e c o m e s  d i s s o l v e d  i n  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  a m u c h  
m o r e  d i f f u s e  s e t  o f  t o p i c s .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  h o n e s t l y  
a r r i v e  a t  a c o h e r e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  i n c o h e r e n t  s o c i a l  p h e n o m e n a . 
W h a t e v e r  t h e  c a s e , J o h n  I l i f f e ' s  c o u r a g e  i n  t a c k l i n g s o  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  
i m p o r t a n t a t h e m e  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  t o  u s  a l l . A f r i c a n  s t u d i e s  i s  i n c o n 
t e s t a b l y  r i c h e r  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  b o o k . 

T h e  W a r  A ga i n s t  P a r i s 1 8 7 1 .  
P r e s s , 1 9 8 1 .  2 6 5  p a g e s . 

By R o b e r t  T o m b s . 

K e i t h H a r t  

C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  

T h e  S e c o n d  E m p i r e , t h a t  o f  N a p o l e o n  I l l , w h i c h  l a s t e d  f r o m  1 8 5 1  
t o  1 8 7 0 , w a s  c o n f i d e n t  i n  i t s  a r m y  a n d  i n  i t s e l f ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  h a d  
m a n y  e n e m i e s , a n d  E u r o p e  w a s  n o t  t h i n k i n g a b o u t  w a r  w h e n  F r a n c e , 
t r i c k e d  b y  B i s m a r c k , d e c l a r e d  w a r  o n  P r u s s i a  o n  1 9  J u l y  1 8 7 0 . I n  o n e  
m o n t h  h a l f  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l  a r m y  u n d e r  B a z a i n e  w a s  i n v e s t e d  i n  M e t z . 
T w o  w e e k s  l a t e r  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t w o  r e g i m e n t s , b u t  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  E m p e r o r ,  w a s  i n v e s t e d  i n  S e d a n : i t s  c o m m a n d e r  h a d  b e e n  
d e  M a c Ma h o n  w h o  h a d  f o r t u n a t e l y  b e e n  s l i g h t l y  w o u n d e d  a t  a n  e a r l y  
s t a g e  i n  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t . B a z a i n e  w a s  c o u r t - m a r t i a l e d a n d  d i s g r a c e d , 
w h i l e  d e  Ma c Ma h o n  e s c a p e d  c e n s u r e  a n d  l a t e r  b e c a m e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
F r a n c e .  T w o  w e e k s  a f t e r  S e d a n  G e r m a n  t r o o p s  s u r r o u n d e d  P a r i s . T h e  
E m p i r e  h a d  f a l l e n a n d  P a r i s  w a s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a r e p u b l i c a n  
g o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  h u r r i e d l y  r a i s e d  n e w  a r m i e s  o f  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n c e  
u n d e r  t h e  s l og a n  t h a t  i t  w a s  o n l y  t h e  h a t e d  E m p i r e  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  
d e f e a t e d ; b u t  i t  w a s  F r a n c e  a f t e r  a l l , a n d  t h e s e  w e r e  e a s i l y  d e f e a t e d  
i n  t h e i r  t u r n . T h e r e  f o l l ow e d  f o u r  m o n t h s  o f  h e r o i c  f i g h t  a ga i n s t  
t h e  b e s i e g e r s  o f  P a r i s ,  b u t  o n  2 8  J a n u a r y  1 8 7 1  e x h a u s t i o n  f o r c e d  a n  
a rm i s t i c e  u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  G e r m a n s  m a d e  a f o r m a l e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  
f o r  t h r e e  d a y s  a n d  a l l  e x c e p t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  a n d  1 2 , 0 0 0  m e n  o f  
t h e  r e g u l a r  a r m y  o f  F r a n c e  w e r e  d i s a r m e d . 

E l e c t i o n s  t o o k  p l a c e  a n d  a l a r g e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  
N a t i o n a l A s s e m b l y ,  m e e t i n g  a t  B o r d e a u x  o n  1 2  F e b r u a r y , e l e c t e d  a 
p r o v i S i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r  t h e  e l d e r l y  s t a t e s m a n  T h i e r s . T h e  
d r a ma t i c  e v e n t s  a n d  t h e  r a p i d i t y  o f  t e r r i b l e  c h a n g e s  s i n c e  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  s u mm e r  h a d  i n e v i t a b l y  p r o d u c e d  g r e a t  c o n f u s i o n  i n  p e o p l e ' s  
m i n d s . T h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  o f  F r e n c h m e n  w a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  
t h e  n e w  G o v e r n m e n t , w h i c h  c a m e  t o  b e  c a l l e d  a t  f i r s t  t h a t  o f  
V e r s a i l l e s  w h e r e  i t  s o o n  b e t o o k  i t s e l f .  T h i s  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  ' r u s t i c s ' b y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  P a r i s i a n s  w h o  m o v e d  f a r  t o  
t h e  l e f t . I n  t h e  c i t y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  h a d  s e i z e d  c a n n o n  f r o m  A rm y  
d e p o t s , a n d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  t r i e d  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e s e  b y  s t e a l t h , b u t  
t h i s  w a s  f o i l e d  b y  t h e  p o p u l a c e  o n  1 8  M a r c h .  A l l  a r m e d  f o r c e s  l o y a l  
t o  t h e  G o v e r nm e n t  w e r e  t h e n  w i t h d r a w n  t o  V e r s a i l l e s ; p r e l i m i n a r y  
f i g h t i n g  o n  2 A p r i l  t h e n  c o n f i rm e d  t h e  s p l i t , a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  s i e g e  o f  
P a r i s  b e g a n  o n  1 1  A p r i l . T h e  a t t e m p t  o f  t h e  c i t y  f o r c e s  t o  b r e a k  o u t  
w e r e  n o  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  t h a n  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  a ga i n s t  t h e  G e rm a n s , w h o  
p l a y e d  n o  p a r t  i n  t h e  f i g h t  a l t h o u g h  t h �y s t i l l  s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  
P a r i s i a n  a r e a  a s  a w h o l e . O n  2 1  M a y  t r o o p s  f i r s t  e n t e r e d  t h e  wa l l s  
o f  t h e c i t y  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  B l o o d y  W e e k ,  V e r s a i l l e s  h a d  c r u s h e d  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n . 

I n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e ' n o  t r u e  c om p r o m i s e  w a s  a c c e p t a b l e  
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e i t h e r  t o  t h e  R i g h t  i n  t h e  A s s e m b l y ,  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  r e s i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  
a t  a l l  c o s t s , o r  t o  t h e  L e f t i n  P a r i s , c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
v i c t o r y  w a s  w i t h i n  i t s g r a s p ' ( p . 7 )  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  A r m y  w a s  c r u c i a l . 
I t  i s  f r o m  t h e  v i e w  o f  t h e  A r m y  t h a t t h i s  b o o k  t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y  f r o m  
1 8  M a r c h  t o  2 8  M a y  1 8 7 1 . I t  i s  h i s t o r y  o n  t w o  l e v e l s  - f o r  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  h i s t o r i a n  a n d  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l r e a d e r , wh i c h  l a t t e r  
c o n c e r n s  u s  h e r e . I t  i s  a l l  t h e  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b e i n g  t o l d  f r o m  
o n e  s i d e , a n d  t h e  c l e a r  a n d  c o g e n t s t y l e  c a r r i e s  t h e  r e a d e r  a l o n g  s o  
t h a t  h e  f i n d s  i t  h a r d  t o  l a y  t h e  b o o k  d o w n . T h e  c o p i o u s  N o t e s  a r e  
a l l  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  e n d , a n d  t h e i r  t e x t  r e f e r e n c e s a r e  d i s� r e e t  
s u p e r i o r  n u m b e r s , s o  t h a t  t h e  b o o k  c a n  b e  r e a d  l i k e  a n o v e l . F u r t h e r  
t h e r e  i s  a G l o s s a r y  o f  F r e n c h  t e r m s  a n d  f o u r  g o o d  m a p s , s o  t h a t  t h e  
a u t h o r ' s  c a r e  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l r e a d e r  i s  c l e a r . A l l  w e  n e e d  n o w  f o r  
t h i s p e r i o d  i s  a c o m p a n i o n  v o l um e  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  - P a r i s  a g a i n s t  
V e r s a i l l e s 1 8 7 1 .  

N . F . M .  H e n r y  

C a s t l e r e a g h . B y  We n d y  H i n d e . C o l l i n s , 1 9 8 1 . 3 2 0  p a g e s , £ 1 6 . 0 0 .  
P a l m e r s t o n , t h e  E a r l y  Y e a r s ,  1 7 8 4 - 1 8 4 1 .  B y  K e n n e t h  B o u r n e . A l I e n  

L a n e , 1 9 8 3 . 7 4 7  p a g e s ,  £ 2 5 . 0 0 .  
L o r d  A b e r d e e n ,  a P o l i t i c a l  B i o g r a p h y . B y  M u r i e l  E .  C h a m b e r l a i n .  

L o n g m a n , 1 9 8 3 . 5 8 3  p a g e s , £ 2 5 . 0 0 .  

T h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  b i o g r a p h i e s  s e r v e s  t o  r e m i n d  u s  o f  
t h e  a s t o n i s h i n g l y  c o m p l e t e  s w a y  h e l d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  o v e r  
t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  B r i t i s h  f o r e i g n p o l i c y  f r o m  1 8 1 2  u n t i l  P a l m e r s t o n ' s  
d e a t h  i n  1 8 6 5 . O n l y  o n e  n o t i c e a b l e b r e a k  o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  1 8 2 2  a n d  

1 8 2 7  - t h e  o t h e r s  w e r e  m a t t e r s o f  m o n t h s  o n l y  i n  1 8 3 4  a n d  1 8 5 8  - i n  
t h e  p r e d o m i n a n c e o f  J o h n i a n s  a s  e i t h e r  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  o r  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r . A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  V i e n n a  n o t  o n l y  w a s  t h e  
F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  a J o h n i a n , b u t  s o  a l s o  wa s t h e  B r i t i s h  A m c a s s a d o r  
a t  V i e n n a , w h o  a c t e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a n o t h e r  J o h n i a n  C l a n c a r t y , a s  
P l e n i p o t e n t i a r i e s  a t  t h e  C o n g r e s s . I t  s h o u l d  b e  a d d e d  t h a t a t  l e a s t  
i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  A b e r d e e n  a n d  P a l m e r s t o n m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  a n d  
e d u c a t i o n  a t  H a r r o w  m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g w h i c h  u n i t e d  
t h e m  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  m e t h o d s  b e i n g  o t h e r w i s e  s o  
c om p l e t e . I t  w a s  P a l m e r s t o n , p e r h a p s  t y p i c a l l y ,  w h o  g a v e  e x p r e s s i o n  
i t  i n  o n e  w a y  b y  d e s c r i b i n g A b e r d e e n  a s  s u f f e r i n g f r o m  " a n t i q u a t e d  
i m b e c i l i t y "  a n d  Q u e e n  V i c t o r i a  w h o  a c t e d  f o r  A b e r d e e n  i n  c a s t i g a t i n g 
P a l m e r s t o n o v e r  t h e  v e x e d  q u e s t i o n o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  M a r r i a g e s :  " i f  o u r  
d e a r  A b e r d e e n  h a d  s t i l l  b e e n  a t  h i s  p o s t ,  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  w o u l d  n o t  
h a v e  h a p p e n e d " . T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t a l l  t h r e e  m e n  a c h i e v e d  t h e  
k i n d  o f  g r e a t n e s s  w h i c h  l e a d s  t o  a d e e p l y  i n g r a i n e d  b u t  s h o r t h a n d  
p u b l i c  r e p u t a t i o n : C a s t l e r e a g h  w a s  h a t e d  i n  I r e l a n d  a s  a U n i o n i s t  a n d  
m o r e  w i d e l y  a s  a c o l d - h e a r t e d  r e a c t i o n a r y . H i s  d e a t h  b y  s u i c i d e  i n  
1 8 2 2  w h i c h  r e m a i n s  i n  s o m e  w a y s  h a r d  t o  e x p l a i n , c o n v i c t e d  h i m  o f  
u l t i �a t e  m a d n e s s . A b e r d e e n  w a s  h e l d  t o  b e  w e a k , p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
r e s p e c t  o f  R u s s i a  a n d  F r a n c e , t o  t h e  p o i n t  a l m o s t  o f  b e i n g a 
p a c i f i s t ,  a n d  h a v i n g  f i r s t m u d d l e d  i n t o  t h e  C r i m e a n  Wa r ,  t h e n  p r o v i n g 
t o t a l l y  i n c a p a b l y  o f  p r e s e c u t i n g  i t .  P a l m e r s t o n  d i v i d e d  p e o p l e ,  b u t  
a l o n g  s u s p i c i o u s l y  c l e a r  l i n e s . H e  w a s  e i t h e r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a n d  m o s t  
v i g o r o u s  d e f e n d e r  o f  B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s  w h o  h a s  e v e r  l i v e d  o r  t h e  
d a n g e r o u s l y  b o m b a s t i c  s e e k e r  a f t e r  s h o r t  t e r m p o l i t i c a l  a d v a n t a g e  a t  
t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  t h e  l o n g  t e rm i n t e r e s t s  o f  B r i t a i n , a n d  o n e  w h o  w a s  
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m a k e  u s e  o f  e v e r y  d u b i o u s  p r o p a g a n d a  d e v i c e  t o  a C h i e v e  
A b r o a d , h e  w a s  w i d e l y  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  a f om e n t o r  o f  

A l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e s e  b o o k s  a t t e m p t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  t o  
a d j u s t s u c h  c a r i c a t u r e s . 

C a s t l e r e a g h , d e s p i t e  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k  o f  S i r  C h a r l e s  W e b s t e r  o n  
h i s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  ( 1 9 3 1 ) ,  a n d  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  t h e  s h o r t  b i o g r a p h y  b y  
J o h n  D e r r y  ( 1 9 7 6 ) , s t i l l  n e e d s  a l l  t h e  h e l p  h e  c a n  g e t .  H i s  e v i l  
r e p u t a t i o n  wa s b o t h  l e s s  f a i r  t o  h i m  t h a n  t h e  c o m m o n l y  h e l d  v i e w s  o n  
t h e  o t h e r  t w o  a n d  y e t  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s h i f t . W e n d y  H i n d e ' s  
c a r e f u l l y  b a l a n c e d , p l e a s a n t l y  r e a d a b l e  b o o k  a v o i d s  t a n g l i n g w i t h  
C a s t l e r e a g h ' s  i m a g e , a n d  r e l i e s  o n  g i v i n g  a n  a c c u r a t e  b u t  p l a i n  
a c c o u n t o f  h i s  c a r e e r ;  a n d  i t  m a y  b e  t h a t  s u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h  i s  we l l  
j u s t i f i e d . C e r t a i n l y ,  a n y  r e a d e r  w h o  h a d  n o t  b e f o r e  k n o w n  h o w  
C a s t l e r e a g h  h a d  b e e n  r e g a r d e d , w o u l d  n o t  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  s o  
h o s t i l e  a v i e w o f  h i m  a f t e r  r e a d i ng W e n d y  H i n d e ' s  b i o g r a p h y . A 
d o u b t , h o w e v e r , r e ma i n s . C a s t l e r e a g h  w a s  n o t  j u s t  a s e n s i b l e , e v e n  
w i s e , d o m e s t i c a l l y  c h a r m i n g ,  i f  p u b l i c a l l y  s h y , B r i t i s h p o l i t i c i a n  o f  
a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d . H e  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  a r g u a b l y  t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  
f o r e i g n s e c r e t a r y  t h i s  c o u n t r y  h a s  e v e r  h a d . w h e n  h e  c a m e  i n t o  
o f f i c e  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 8 1 2 ,  e x p e c t i n g o n l y  t o  b e  a t  t h e  F o r e i g n O f f i c e  
f o r  a m a t t e r  o f  w e e k s  u n t i l  t h e  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n a g a i n  
b r o k e  d ow n , h e  i n  f a c t f a c e d  t e n  a n d  a h a l f  y e a r s  o f  t h e  m o s t  
c om p e l l i n g  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  a f o r e i g n  s e c r e t a r y  c a n  e x p e c t  t o  m e e t .  H e  
f i r s t  h a d  t o  c o p e  w i t h  w a r  o n  a h u g e  s c a l e ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  w h a t  h a d  u p  
t o  t h a t  p o i n t  p r o v e d  u n m a i n t a i n a b l e ,  a d u r a b l e  c o a l i t i o n a g a i n s t  
N a p o l e o n . I f  a n d  w h e n  t h a t s u c c e e d e d , t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  N a p o l e o n i c  
i m p e r i u m i n  E u r o p e  w a s  g o i n g t o  r e q u i r e  a m a s s i v e  n e w  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
s e t t l e m e n t , i f  o n l y  t o  d e l i m i t  a n e w  t e r r i t o r i a l  m a p  f o r  E u r o p e . A s  
i t  t u r n e d  o u t , C a s t l e r e a g h  n o t  o n l y  s a w  t h e  l a s t  c o a l i t i o n s u c c e e d , 
b u t  h i m s e l f  l e f t  f o r  a p r o l o n g e d  m i s s i o n  i n  E u r o p e  t o  m a k e  i t  
s u c c e e d , a n d  i n  d o i n g  s o  p l a y e d  a c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  a n e w  F r e n c h  r e g i m e  a n d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  V i e n n a  
C o n g r e s s . A s  t h i s  s t a g e  i n  h i s  c a r e e r , h e  w a s  d O i n g m o r e  t h a n  
l o o k i n g  a f t e r  B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s  e f f e c t i v e l y , h e  w a s  f a s h i o n i n g  a n e w  
k i n d  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  a n d  d O i n g s o  d e l i b e r a t e l y .  H e  h a d  
l e a r n t  f r o m  h i s  m e n t o r , P i t t ,  t h a t  a c o n vu l s i o n  o n  t h e  s c a l e  o f  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w a r s  w o u l d  h a v e  t o . b e f o l l o w e d  b y  s om e t h i n g  m o r e  
r e l i a b l e  t h a n  t h e  c h a o t i c  e f f e c t s  o f  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  d i p l o m a c y .  
P i t t , h o w e v e r , h a d  n o t  d e v e l o p e d  a n y  m e c ha n i s m f o r  a c h i e v i ng a m o r e  
s t a b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t , a n d  i t  w a s  l e f t  t o  C a s t l e r e a g h  t o  
o v e r c om e  t h e  a n x i e t i e s  o f  M e t t e r n i c h , t h e  s t r a n g e  d e l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  
T s a r  o f  R u s s i a  a n d  p e r h a p s  m o s t  o f  a l l , t h e  s u s p i c i o n s  o f  a h i g h l y  
i s o l a t i o n i s t  H o u s e  o f  C om m o n s  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  t h e  C o n g r e s s  S y s t e m i n  
N o v e m b e r  1 8 1 5 .  

T h e  C o n g r e s s  S y s t e m  d i d  n o t  s u c c e e d  i n  i t s  f i r s t  f o rm , 
p r i n c i p a l l y  b e c a u s e  M e t t e r n i c h  a n d  t h e  T s a r  t r i e d  t o  u s e  i t  f o r  
d o m e s t i c  a s  w e l l a s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p u r p o s e s . C a s t l e r e a g h  h a d  
t h e r e f o r e  t o  s p e n d  t h e  p o s t  1 8 1 8  p e r i o d  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  m a k e  i t  w o r k  i n  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h e r e  n o t  o n l y  w e r e  t h e r e  a m o r e  t h a n  u s u a l l y  i r k s om e  
c r o p  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s  - i n  S p a i n ,  i n  I t a l y ,  i n  G r e e c e  - b u t  
t h e r e  h a d  a l s o  t o  b e  a c o n s t a n t  v i g i l a n c e  t ow a r d s  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  
m o r e  a u t o c r a t i c  p o w e r s . I n  t h e  e n d  t h e  s t r e s s , t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  
s t r e s s e s  o f  l e a d i n g t h e  H o u s e  o f  C o m m o n s  w h e n  d o m e s t i c  a f f a i r s  w e r e  
d a n g e r o u s l y  i n f l am e d  b y  e c o n o m i c c r i S i s , p u s h e d  h i m  i n t o  s u i c i d e . 
H i s  d e a t h  h o w e v e r  w a s  n o t  a l s o h i s  f a i l u r e . H i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  B r i t a i n  
w a s  i n e s c a p a b l y  a E u r o p e a n  g r e a t p o w e r  w i t h  c o n s e q u e n t  o b l i g a t i o n s  
a n d  h i s  n e w  m e t h o d  o f  a r t i c u l a t i n g  g r e a t  p o w e r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  b y  m e a n s  o f  c o n f e r e n c e  d i p l o m a c y  b o t h  s u r v i v e d  
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a n d  r e n d e r e d  p o s s i b l e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  C o n c e r t  o f  E u r o p e  
u n d e r  P a l m e r s t o n ' s  c h a i rm a n s h i p  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  t h e  
r e v o l t  o f  t h e  B e l g i a n s  i n  1 8 3 0 .  I f  C a s t l e r e a g h  h a d  n o t  b o t h  p r o v i d e d  
t h e  m e t h o d  a n d  s h ow e d  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g i t  a g a i n s t  v e r y  
g r e a t  o d d s , i t  m u s t  b e  d o u b t e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  s t r i k i n g l y  s u c c e s s f u l  
c o n d u c t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  w h i c h  m a r k e d  E u r o p e , a n d  t h e r e f o r e  
m u c h  o f  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d , d u r i n g t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w o u l d  
h a ve c om e  a b o u t . I t  i s  t h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t  w h i c h  g i v e s  h i m  a p l a c e  
a b o v e  t h a t  o f  a f o r e i g n s e c r e t a r y  w h o  w o u l d  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  w� r a ga i n s t  
N a p o l e o n  t o  a s u c c e s s f u l  c o n c l u s i o n  a n d  t h e n  d e f e n d e d  B r 1 t 1 s h  
i n t e r e s t s  a t  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  p e a c e  C o n g r e s s  - b o t h  d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g s  t o  
d o  a n d  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  C a s t l e r e a g h  d i d  w i t h  c o n s um m a t e  b r i l l i a n c e . B u t  
h e  d i d  t h e m  a s  w e l l  a s  p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n e w  i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m . H i s  p r i n c i p a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  w a s  p e r h a p s  t h a t  h e  
a v o i d e d d o g m a : h e  d i d n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  d o g m a  o f  I r i s h i n d e p e n d e n c e ;  h e  
d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  d o g m a  t h a t  a l l o t h e r  s o c i e t i e s  w o u l d  b e n e f 1 t  f r o m  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n s  h o w e v e r  b a c k w a r d  t h e y  
m i g h t  ' b e ; h e  d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  d o g m a  t h a t . g r e a t  p o w e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a u t o c r a t i c  o n e s , h a d  a r i g h t  o f  i n t e r v e n t 1 0 n  1 n  t h e  1 n t e r n a l  a f fa 1 r s  
o f  o t h e r  p o w e r s  i n  t h e  e v e n t o f  a r e v o l u t i o n ; a n d  h e  d 1 d  n o t  a c c e p t  
t h e  d o g m a  t h a t , t h e  C o n g r e s s  S y s t e m  h a v i n g b e e n  e s t a b l 1 s h e d , . 1 t  
s h o u l d  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  o n l y  l e g i t i m a t e  

.
m e a n s  o f  c o n d u c t 1 n g 

n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  s t a t e s :  a n d , i n  t h e  e n d , h 1 S  f 1 g h t  a g a 1 n s t  d o g m a  
w a s  s u c c e s s f u l . 

I f  W e n d y  H i n d e ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  C a s t l e r e a g h  i s  s o u n d l y  b a s e d  a n d  
h a s  n o  g r e a t  a x e  t o  g r i n d , t h e  s a m e  c a n n o t  b e  s a i d  o f

.
e i t h e r  K e n n e t h  

B o u r n e ' s  a c c o u n t  o f  P a l m e r s t o n  u p  t i l l  1 8 4 1  - w e  a w a 1 t  v o l u m e  . t w o  
w i t h  t h e  k e e n e s t  a n t i c i p a t i o n  - o r  M u r i e l  C h a m b e r l a i n ' s  n e w  p o l 1 t 1 c a l  
b i o g r a p h y  o f  A b e r d e e n . I n  b o t h  c a s e s  w e  a r e  g i v e n  l a r g e  s c a l e  w o r k s  
b a s e d  h i t h e r t o  u n u s e d  o r  e v e n , a s  w i t h  A b e r d e e n , f o r m e r l y  l o s t  
a r c h i v e s . I n  b o t h  c a s e s  a l s o  t h e r e  i s  a n e w  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f f e r e d . 

B o u r n e ' s  f i r s t  v o l um e  o n  P a l m e r s t o n  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  h a l f  a 

l i f e t i m e ' s  l a b o u r  d e v o t e d  t o  a v a s t  a r c h i v e . H e  h a s  e m p l o y e d , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  o n  t h e  F o r e i g n O f f i c e  i t s e l f ,  r e c o r d s  u n u s e d  b y  S l r  

C h a r l e s  W e b s t e r  i n  h i s  1 9 5 1  a c c o u n t .  I t  i s  a n  i mm e n s e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  

a t t e m p t  a t  a b a l a n c e d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  b o t h  b e c a u s e  h e  p r e v e n t s  t h e  

s h e e r  w e i g h t  o f  e v i d e n c e  f r o m  o b s c u r i n g t h e  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  c a n  b e  

d i s c e r n e d  a n d  b e c a u s e  h e  f a l l s  i n t o  n e i t h e r  t h e  p a n e g y r 1 c  o r  o b l o q u y  

w h i c h  h a v e  s o  o f t e n  a t t e n d e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  P a l m e r s t o n ' s  r o l e .  F o r  

B r n e  P a l m e r s t o n  d i d  n o t  b e g i n  b y  b e i n g e m o t i o n a l l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  

t �� e n d i n g  o f  t h e  S l a v e  T r a d e , b u t  f e l l  i n t o t h e  p o l i c y  a n d  t h e n  c am e  

t o  b e l i e v e  i n  i t .  N o r  w a s  P a l m e r s t o n  d e l i b e r a t e l y  c o n c e a l 1 n g a 

p o l i c y o f  i m p e r i a l  e x p a n s i o n  u n d e r  t h e  c l o a k  o f  s u p p r e s s 1 n g t h e  S l a v e  

T r a d e  o r  i n s i s t i n g  a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  o n  F r e e  T r a d e . M o s t 

p a r t i c u l a r l y , h e  w a s  n o t  a c l o s e t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y , a s  
.

M e t t e r n l c h  

b e l i e v e d . H e  b e l i e v e d  i n  F r e e  T r a d e , c o mm e r c l a l  e x p a n s 1 0 n  a n d  t h e  

l i m i t e d  f o r m  o f  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e m o c r a c y  i n  f o r c e  1 n  E n g l a n d  a f t e r  t h e  

G r e a t  R e f o r m  A c t ,  i n  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r l e s  d l d ,  

a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  a p e n  i n  h i s  h a n d  w a s  a p u n g e n t  d e f e n d e r  . o f  

a l l
'

t h r e e . H e  w a s  r i g h t  a b o u t  t h e  g r e a t  c r i s i s  o f  t h e  O t t om a n  E m p 1 r e  

i n d u c e d  b y  M e h e m e t  A l i  i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 s , e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  m a y  h a v e  r e l l e d  

m o r e  u p o n  i n s t i n c t  t h a n  j u d g e m e n t . H e  l o s t  h l S  t r l u m p h a n t l y  a r r a n g e d  

g e n e r a l  t r e a t y  o n  t h e  S l a v e  T r a d e , h o w e v e r , b y  p r e s s 1 n g  h 1 S  a d v a n t a g e  

o v e r  F r a n c e  t o o  h a r d  i n  1 8 4 1 ; a n d , i n  g e n e r a l ,  h e  t o o k  t o o  S U S P 1 C 1 0 U S  

a v i e w  o f  F r e n c h  p o l i c y . A p a r t  f r o m  h i s  b r i l l i a n t  d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  

O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  a ga i n s t  w h a t  h e  b e l i e v e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t 1 m e s  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  t h e  a g g r e s s i v e  d e s i g n s  o f  b o t h  R u s s i a  a n d  F r a n c e ,  h 1 S  g r e a t e s t  

t r i u m p h  d u r i n g  h i s  p e r i o d  a s  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y w a s  t h e  c r e a t 1 0 n  o f  
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B e l g i u m  i n  1 8 3 0 - 1 . H e r e  h e  s h o w e d , a s  h e  w a s  t o  d o  a g a i n  i n  1 8 4 8 - 9 , 
t h a t h e  w a s  a t r u e  s u c c e s s o r  o f  C a s t l e r e a gh . H e  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t t h e  
f u n d a m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t  o f  B r i t a i n  l a y  i n  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  a s  i t  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  i n  E u r o p e . N o n e  o f  t h e  
g l o b a l  p r e o c c u p a t i o n s  w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p i r e  c o u l d  b e  
m a n a g e d w i t h o u t  E u r o p e a n  s t a b i l i t y , a n d  t h e  b a s i c  c a u t i o n  a l l i e d  t o  
m a s t e r l y  t i m i n g  w h i c h  c a n  c l e a r l y  b e  d i s c e r n e d  b e h i n d  h i s  f r e q u e n t l y  
o v e r  b o m b a s t i c  m o d e  o f  e x p r e s s i o n , w a s  s e l d o m  p u t  t o  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l  
e f f e c t  t h a n  d u r i n g  t h e  L o n d o n  c o n f e r e n c e  o n  B e l g i um o f  1 8 3 0 - 1 . H e r e  
a c r i s i s  w h i c h  s t i r r e d  a l l  t h e  d e e p e s t  a n x i e t i e s  a n d  a m b i t i o n s  o f  t h e  
E u r o p e a n  g r e a t  p o w e r s  a n d  c a r r i e d  w i t h  i t  a r e a l l y  s e r i o u s  r i s k  o f  
g e n e r a l  w a r , w a s  c o a x e d  b y  P a l m e r s t o n  t o  a p e a c e f u l  a n d  i n  t h e  t r u e s t  
s e n s e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  s o l u t i o n . 

I t  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  a d m i r a b l e  e l em e n t  i n  B o u r n e ' s  w o r k  t h a t  
h e  h a s  b e e n  a b l e  t o  s h o w  c o n c l u s i v e l y  w h a t S o u t h g a t e  ( T h e  M o s t  
E n g l i s h  M i n i s t e r , 1 9 6 6 ) w a s  o n l y  a b l e  t o  p r o p o s e , t h a t  f o r  m o s t  o f  
t h e  t i m e  P a l m e r s t o n ' s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  i n t e n s e  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h , 
a n d  c o l o u r f u l  e x p r e s s i o n  o f ,  f o r e i g n p o l i c y  m u s t  b e  d i v o r c e d  f r o m  
w h a t  t h a t  p o l i c y  a c t u a l l y  w a s . B o u r n e. n o t  o n l y  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  
c o m p l e x i t y  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  m o d e r a t i o n  o f  P a lm e r s t o n ' s  s t a n c e , b u t  a l s o  
s u gg e s t s  t h a t  i t  i s  w r o n g  t o  i m a g i n e  t h a t  h e  h a d  p a r t i c u l a r  n o s t r u m s  
b y  w h i c h  h e  w a s  g u i d e d . P a l m e r s t o n  m a y  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  t h i s  b e s t  
h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  f r o m  a l e t t e r  t o  L a m b  o f  M a r c h  1 8 3 8 : 

m y  d o c t r i n e  i s  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  r e c k o n  u p o n  o u r s e l v e s ; a n d  a c t 
u p o n  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  o u r  o w n ; u s e  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t s  a s  w e  c a n , wh e n  
w e  w a n t  t h e m  a n d  f i n d  t h e m  w i l l i n g t o  s e r v e  u s ; b u t  n e v e r  p l a c e  
o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  w a k e  o f  a n y  o f  t h e m ; l e a d  w h e n  a n d  w h e r e  w e  c a n , 
b u t  f o l l o w ,  n e v e r . T h e  s y s t e m  o f  E n g l a n d  o u g h t  t o  b e  t o  m a i n t a i n  
t h e  l i b e r t i e s  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  a l l  o t h e r  n a t i o n s ; o u t  o f  t h e  
c o n f l i c t i n g i n t e r e s t  o f  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  t o  s e c u r e  h e r  o w n  
i n d e p e n d e n c e ;  t o  t h r o w  h e r  m o r a l  w e i g h t  i n t o  t h e  s c a l e  o f  a n y  
p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  s t r i v i n g  f o r  f r e e d om , b y  w h i c h  I 
m e a n  r a t i o n a l g o v t , a n d  t o  e x t e n d  a s  f a r  a n d  a s  f a s t a s  p o s s i b l e  
c i v i l i z a t i o n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d . I a m  s u r e  t h i s  i s  o u r  i n t e r e s t ; 
I a m  c e r t a i n  i t  m u s t  r e d o u n d  t o  o u r  h o n o r ; I a m  c o n v i n c e d  we h a v e  
w i t h i n  o u r s e l v e s  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  p u r s u e  t h i s  c o u r s e , i f  w e  h a v e  
o n l y  t h e  w i l l  t o  d o  s o ; a n d  i n  y r  h um b l e s e r v a n t  t h a t  w i l l  i s  
s t r o n g  a n d  p e r s e v e r i ng . 

P a l m e r s t o n  h a d , s o  i t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d , b e e n  c o n t e m p t u o u s  o f  
A b e r d e e n  f r o m  t h e i r  e a r l i e s t  a c q u a i n t a n c e  a t  s c h o o l . W h e t h e r  
f i s t i c u f f s  a t  H a r r o w r e a l l y  p r o v e  t h i s  m a y  b e  d o u b t e d . C e r t a i n l y  
P a l m e r s t o n  a l w a y s  b e l i e v e d  h i m s e l f  t o  b e  m o r e  c o m p e t e n t  t h a t 
A b e r d e e n , a n d  h i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  v i r u l e n t  a t t a c k s  u p o n  h i m  a t  t h e  t i m e  
o f  t h e  A s h b u r t o n  T r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  1 8 4 2  c o u l d  h a v e  
l e f t  n o  o n e  i n  a n y  d o u b t  a s  t o  h i s  f e e l i n g s . B u t  t h e y  w e r e  t o  s om e  
e x t e n t  a l s o  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  A b e r d e e n ' s  e a r l y  s u c c e s s e s  
i n  b o t h  t h e  U S / C a n a d a  q u e s t i o n  a n d  i n  C h i n a  w e r e  b a s e d  u p o n  
i n i t i a t i v e s  m a d e  b y  P a l m e r s t o n  a n d  o n l y  n o t c o n c l u d e d  b y  h i m  b e c a u s e  
o f  i l l  l u c k . 

A b e r d e e n  w a s  i n  o f f i c e  a s  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  o n  t w o  o c c a s i o n s :  
1 8 2 8  - 1 8 3 0  a n d  1 8 4 1  - 1 8 4 6 . O n  b o t h  o c c a s i o n s  h e  w a s  s u c c e e d e d  b y  
P a l m e r s t o n , a s  h e  w a s  a s  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  i n  1 8 5 5 . T h e  v e r d i c t  o f  
h i s t o r y  o n  t h e  t w o  m e n  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  d i f f e r e n t . A b e r d e e n  
h a s  b e e n  m e t  w i t h a n  a l m o s t  c om p l e t e  c o n t e m p t .  H e  w a s  t h e  m a n  w h o  
a l m o s t  s e t t l e d  f o r  a n  i n a d e q u a t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  G r e e c e  - a c a u s e  
t o  w h i c h  h e  w a s  m u c h  d e v o t e d ; h e  w a s  t h e  m a n  w h o  s e e m e d  t o  g i v e  w a y  
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t o  t h e  A m e r i c a n s  t o o  e a s i l y  o n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  b o u n d a r y  q u e s t i o n ; h e  w a s  

t h e  m a n  w h o  a l l o w e d f a r  t o o  m u c h  t o  t h e  F r e n c h  g o v e r n m e n t  u n d e r  

G u i z o t  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 s ; h e  w a s  t h e  m a n  w h o  f e l t  u n a b l e  t o  t e l l  t h e  T s a r  

o f  R u s s i a  i n  1 8 4 4  w h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  E n g l a n d  t o w a r d s  t h e  O t t o m a n  

E m p i r e  h a d  t o  b e  a n d  w h o  t h e n  c o m p o u n d e d  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h a t  

e r r o r  b y  w a n d e r i n g  i n e f f e c t u a l l y  i n t o  t h e  C r i m e a n  W a r  a n d  t h e n  f a l l e d  

t o  p r o s e c u t e  i t  w i t h a n y  r e a l  v i g o u r . O n l y  t h e  Q u e e n ' s  w e l l  k n o w n  

p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  A b e r d e e n ' s  g e n t l e  a n d  c o u r t e o u s  d i p l o m a c y  t o wa r d s  

o t h e r  p o w e r s , a s  o p p o s e d  t o  P a l m e r s t o n ' s  b o i s t e r o u s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

t h e m  s e e m e d  t o  s t a n d  a ga i n s t  t h e  c h a r g e s  o f  w e a k n e s s  a t , b e s t ,  

t r e a � h e r y  t o  B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s  a t  w o r s t  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o w n  a t  h i m  

s i n � e  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  i n  1 8 5 5 . M u r i e l  C h a m b e r l a i n  n o n e t h e l e s s  

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  A b e r d e e n  c a n  b e  d e f e n d e d . 

S h e  h a s  d o n e  t h e  m o s t  i m p r e s s i v e  a n d  e x h a u s t i v e  w o r k  o n  w h a t  h a d  

p l a i n l y  b e c o m e  a m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  a r c h i v e : s h e  h a s  b r o u g h t  o r d e r  o u t  o f  

c h a o s  a n d  f o u n d  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  l o s t .  A l a s  t h e r e  w a s  n o t h i n g  s h e  

c o u l d
� 

d o  t o  r e s t o r e  w h a t  h a d  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d . I t  i s  i n d e e d  t h e  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  A b e r d e e n ' s  p a p e r s  w h i c h  e x p l a i n s  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  a n y  

e a r l i e r  d e f e n c e  o f  h i m  t o  e m e r g e . A b e r d e e n  h i m s e l f  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  

b e e n  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  C r i m e a n  W a r  a n d  h i s  

d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  o f f i c e  w o u l d  h a v e  f o r b i d d e n  a n y  r a p i d  f a v o u r a b l e  

r e a s s e s s m e n t  o f  h i s  c a r e e r , b u t  h a v i n g l e f t  c a r e f u l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  

a b o u t  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  p a p e r s  - o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  c r u c i a l  p a r t s  

o f  t h e m  - h e  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e c e i v e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  w h e n  t h e y  a p p e a r e d . 

I n  t h e  e v e n t ,  f o r  a v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s , n o t  l e a s t  G l a d s t o n e ' s  

u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  f u l f i l l  A b e r d e e n ' s  w l s h e s , n o  s u c h  p u b l i c a t i o n  

o c c u r r e d . W h e n  a f u l l  l i f e c a m e , b y  L a d y  F r a n c e s  B a l f o u r  I n  1 9 2 2 , I t  

w a s  i n a d e q u a t e  a n d  i n a c c u r a t e  a n d  o n l y  m a n a g e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  A b e r d e e n ' s  

r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  i n e p t i t u d e . I t  w a s  t h i s  b i o g r a p h y  w h i c h  m a d e  s o  m u c h  

o f  A b e r d e e n ' s  a p p a r e n t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  b e c u a s e  o f  a n  O l d  T e s t a m e n t  

i n j u n c t i o n , ( I  C h r o n i c l e s , x x i i ,  7 , 8 )  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r  t h e  

o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  C r i m e a n  W a r  d e b a r r e d  h i m  f r o m  r e s t o r i n g  a n  o l d  C h u r c h  

o n  h i s  e s t a t e s . T h a t  a t  l e a s t  w a s  e v i d e n t l y  m u c h  e x a g g e r a t e d , a n d  i t  

i s  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  A b e r d e e n  s u f f e r e d  b a d l y  f r o m  h i s  p o o r  t r e a t m e n t 

b y  h i s  f a m i l y  a n d  h i s  f i r s t  m a j o r b i og r a p h e r .  D o e s  t h e  r e c t i f i c a t i o n 

o f  t h a t  l e a v e u s  w i t h  a n e w  a n d  m o r e  f a v o u r a b l e  v i e w  o f  A b e r d e e n ?  

D e s p i t e  g r e a t  e f f o r t s , i t  t u r n s  o u t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  m u c h  t o  b e  d o n e  

w i t h  A b e r d e e n ' s  r e c o r d  i n  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s . I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  i n  1 8 2 8  -

3 0 , t h e  D u k e  o f  W e l l i n g t o n  r e a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d f o r e i g n p o l i c y ; a n d  i t  

i s  c l e a r  t h a t  A b e r d e e n  h a d  a s u c c e s s  w i t h  t h e  A s h b u r t o n  T r e a t y  a n d  

t h e  w h o l e  q u e s t i o n o f  t h e  U S / C a n a d i a n  f r o n t i e r , a s  h e  d i d  w i t h 

C h i n a : b u t  t h e r e  i s  c a s e  f o r  r e g a r d i n g t h e m  a s  P a l m e r s t o n ' s  d o i n g . 

T h e r e  i s ,  t o o , a c a s e  f o r  r e ga r d i n g  A b e r d e e n ' s  s o f t n e s s  t o w a r d s  

F r a n c e a s  s e n s i b l e  a f t e r  t h e  P a l m e r s t o n i a n  a c e r b i t i e s  o f  t h e  l a t e  

1 8 3 0 s , b u t  i t  s e e m e d  o n l y  t o  p r o d u c e  d i s a s t e r  i n  t h e  v e x e d  q u e s t i o n 

o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  M a r r i a g e s . O v e r  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  C r i m e a n  W a r  t h e r e  

w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  d i s a g r e e m e n t .  A b e r d e e n  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  r i g h t  t o  

p e r s i s t  i n  s e e k i n g  a d i p l om a t i c  s e t t l e m e n t , a n d  r i g h t  i n  h i s  b e l i e f  

t h a t  h a d  h e  b e e n  a l l o w e d  t o  t r y  o n c e  m o r e h e  w o u l d  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  

a v e r t i n g  t h e  w a r . I t  i s ,  h o w e v e r , m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  w a r  c o u l d  

o n l y  h a v e  b e e n  p r e v e n t e d  b y  g i v i n g t h e  c l e a r e s t  p o s s i b l e  i n d i c a t i o n  

f r o m  a v e r y  e a r l y  s t a g e  t h a t  B r i t a i n  w o u l d i f  n e c e s s a r y  f i g h t  t o  

m a i n t a i n  b o t h  t h e  S t r a i t s  C o n v e n t i o n  o f  1 8 4 1  a n d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  

C o n c e r t  o f  E u r o p e  a s  a w h o l e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  T u r k e y . I n  t h i s  c a s e , 

r a t h e r  l i k e  e p i s o d e s  o f  h i s  A m b a s s a d o r s h i p  a t  V i e n n a  a f t e r  1 8 1 3 ,  t o o  

g r e a t  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  f e l t  b y  o t h e r s  g a v e  a f a l s e  

i m p r e s s i o n  o f  w e a k n e s s ,  w h i c h  h a d  t o  b e  r e m e d i e d  i n  t h e  e a r l l e r  

e x a m p l e  b y  C a s t l e r e a g h , a n d  i n  t h e  l a t e r  b y  g o i n g t o  w h a t  m a y  h a v e  
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b e e n  a� u n n e c e s s a r y w a r . 

E v e n  t h o u g h  s h e  t h i n k s  t h a t  A b e r d e e n ' s  r e c o r d  h a s  n o t  b e e n  
p r o p e r l y u n d e r s t o o d , i t  i s  o n l y  i n  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  m i n o r  w a y s  t h a t  s h e  
c a n  p o s i t i v e l y  d e f e n d  h i m . A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  A b e r d e e n  w a s  
u n u s u a l , p e r h a p s  u n i q u e , a m o n g  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r s  
i n  h a v i n g s e e n  a f i e l d  o f  b a t t l e  ( L e i p z i g , 1 8 1 3 )  a n d  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e  
u n d o u b t e d l y  d i d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  h i s  d i s l i k e  o f  w a r , h e  w a s  n o t  a 
p a c i f i s t . I t  i s  a l s o p l a i n  t h a t  h e  w a s  q u i t e u n p e r t u r b e d  b y  t h e  
d i r t y - t r i c k s  d e p a r t m e n t s  w h i c h  s t i l l  e x i s t e d  b o t h  a t  t h e  F o r e i g n  
O f f i c e  a n d  a t  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e . H e , l i k e  P a l m e r s t o n , t o o k  a n  
u n t r o u b l e d  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  v i e w  o f  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  
f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s . I n  t h i s ,  a s  i n  o t h e r  m a t t e r s , h e  w a s  n o t  s i m p l y  
n a i v e . I n  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s , h o w e v e r , M u r i e l  C h a m b e r l a i n  h a s  t o  r e l y  
m o r e  u p o n  d i s t r a c t i o n  t h a n  d e f e n c e .  S h e  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  m u c h  m o r e  
r o u n d e d  p i c t u r e  o f  h e r  m a n  t h a t  s h e  h a s  b e e n  a b l e  t o  d r a w . H e  w a s  a n  
i n t e r e s t i n g ,  i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d  g i v e n  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  p e r s o n a l  
d i s a s t e r s  b e f e l l  h i m  a n d  t h e  g r a c e  w i t h  wh i c h  h e  m e t  t h e m , a w h o l l y  
a d m i r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r . H e  w a s  a n o t a b l y  c u l t i v a t e d  m a n , w h o  m a i n t a i n e d  
f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s  b y  p e r s o n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  f o r e i g n  s t a t e s m e n , 
a n d  b e c a m e  e x p e r t  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  s o c i e t i e s . H e  r a n  
h i s  S c o t t i s h  e s t a t e s  w i t h  g r e a t  s k i l l  a n d  m a d e  t h e m  a m o d e l  f o r  h i s  
g e n e r a t i o n . H e  w a s  n o t a b l e  t o o  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  
p o l i t i c a l  l i f e o f  B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y . A n  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  o f  s k i l l  h e  w a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  
o f  A n t i q u a r i e s  f o r  4 0  y e a r s . H e  w a s  t h e  v a l u e d  f r i e n d  a n d  a d v i s o r  o f  
b o t h  P e e l  a n d  G l a d s t o n e . W h a t e v e r  m a y  b e  s a i d  o f  h i s  c o n d u c t  o f  
f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s , h e  w a s  n o t  s i m p l y  a n  i n c o m p e t e n t  n U l l i t y .  

A b e r d e e n  e m e r g e s  f r o m  t h i s  s t u d y  a s  s o m e o n e  w h o  m i g h t  h a v e  d o n e  
b e t t e r  i n  h o m e  a n d  c o l o n i a l  a f f a i r s . M u r i e l  C h a m b e r l a i n  p o i n t s  t o  
h i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  g o o d  b u t  b r i e f  r e c o r d  a s  C o l o n i a l  S e c r e t a r y  i n  1 8 3 4 - 5  
a n d  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f t h e  1 8 5 2  c o a l i t i o n a s  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h i s . O n l y  
A b e r d e e n  c o u l d  h a v e  f o r m e d  s u c h  a c o a l i t i o n  a n d  i t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  
g r o u n d s f o r  r e m a r k i n g  t h a t  A b e r d e e n  w a s  t h e  r e v e r s e  o f  P a l m e r s t o n  n o t  
j u s t  i n  c h a r a c t e r , b u t  a l s o  i n  b e i n g a L i b e r a l  a t  h o m e  a n d  a T o r y  
a b r o a d . F r o m  h i s  j o u r n e y  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  i n  1 8 0 3 , h o w e v e r , 
A b e r d e e n  r e ga rded h i m s e l f  a s  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  f o r e i g n a f f a i r s , 
a n d  i t  wa s o v e r  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  t h a t  h e  e x p e c t e d  h i s t o r y  t o  j u d g e  
m o r e  f a v o u r a b l y  t h a n  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . B u t  g r a t e f u l  a s  w e  a r e  t o  
Mu r i e l  C h a m b e r l a i n  f o r  e n a b l i n g  u s  t o  s e e  s o  m u c h  m o r e  o f  a 
c i v i l i s e d , c o m p l i c a t e d  a n d  a d m i r a b l e  m a n  i n  h i s  d o m e s t i c  c o n t e x t ,  h e  
y e t  c a n n o t  b e  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  a s  a F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y . I n  t h e  e n d , s h e  
d o e s  n o t  t r y  t o o  h a r d  a n d  t u r n s  t o  e x p l a i n i n g , w i t h  r e a l  i n s i g h t , w h y  
A b e r d e e n  f a i l e d . H i s  k n o w l e d g e , h i s  c o u r t e o u s  a n d  r e s t r a i n e d  s t a n c e , 
e v e n  h i s  s c h o l a r l y , s o m e t i m e s  a p o l i t i c a l , a p p r o a c h  c om b i n e d  t o  m a k e  
h i m  a s s e s s  s i t u a t i o n s  a s  a w h o l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  d e f i n e  B r i t a i n ' s  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e m . H i s  d i s p a t c h e s  r e a d  l i k e  e s s a y s  r a t h e r  t h a n  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  h i s  w h o l e  a t t i t u d e  s u gg e s t e d  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
a r b i t r a t o r  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o u n s e l  f o r  h i s  c o u n t r y . F o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  w e r e  
n o t  a n d  a r e  n o t  c o n d u c t e d  i n  t h a t  w a y : t h e y  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  
a d v e r s a t o r i a l .  I f  t h e y  a r e  h a n d l e d  i n  a n y  o t h e r  w a y , t h e r e  i s  a 
g r e a t  d a n g e r  t h a n  t h e  w r o n g  s i g n a l s  w i l l  b e  s e n t .  A b e r d e e n  p r o d u c e d  
p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  e f f e c t . 

R . T . B .  L a n g h o r n e  
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T h e  D e v e l o pm e n t  o f  t h e  F am i l y a n d  M a r r i ag e  i n  E u r o p e . 
C am b r i d g e U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s , 1 9 8 3 . 

B y  J .  G o o d y . 

M a n y  h i s t o r i a n s  w i l l  f e e l  m o r e t h a n a t w i n g e  o f  s h a m e  i f  t h e y  
t r y  t o  m a s t e r  P r o f e s s o r  G o o d y ' s  c om p l e x  b o o k . T h e  r e m a r k a b l e  e n e rg y  
w i t h  w h i c h  h e  b l a z e s  h i s  t r a i l  a c r o s s  t h e  c e n t u r i e s , f r o m  t h e  l a t e  
a n t i q u e  p e r i o d  a l m o s t  u p  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d ay , a n d  f r o m  c o n t i n e n t  t o  
c o n t i n e n t ,  c a n n o t  f a i l  t o  i m p r e s s  t h o s e  w h o  f o c u s  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  o n  
m o r e  r e s t r i c t e d  a r e a s . W h e n e v e r  h e  c a m e  t o  a t o p i c  a b o u t  . w h i c h  I 
f e l t  I k n e w  s o m e t h i n g ,  I w a s  n o  s o o n e r s e t t l i n g  m y s e l f  d o w n  
c om f o r t a b l y  f o r  a b i t  o f  d i s p u t a t i o n  t h a n  h e  w a s  o f f  a g a i n , a l i g h t i n g 
o n  e v i d e n c e  f r o m  w i d e l y  d i f f e r i n g  p e r i o d s  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o c a t i o n s ,  
a n d  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s e t  E u r o p e a n  d e v e l o pm e n t s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  A f r i c a n 
a n d  A s i a n s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s . T h u s  b e w i l d e rm e n t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  
h i s t o r i an s  r e a d i n g  t h i s  b o o k  w i l l  n o t  s i m p l y  b e  d u e  t o  t h e i r  g e n t e e l  
a f f e c t a t i o n  o f  a n  i n a b i l i t y  t o  c om p r e h e n d  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  t e rm i n o l o gy 
( a l t h o u g h  I d i d  f i n d  t h e  e a r l y  c h a p t e r s  r a t h e r d i f f i c u l t  b e c a u s e  t h e  
g l o s s a r y  w a s n o t  f u l l e n o u g h ) ;  i t  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e i r  
f a i l u r e  t o  m a s t e r  t h e i r  o w n  s u b j e c t  i n  c o m p a r a b l e  b r e a d t h .  

T h i s  b r e a d t h  o f  s c o p e i s  o n l y  a c h i e v a b l e , o f  c o u r s e , b y  t h e  u s e  
o f  a f e w  s h o r t  c u t s , a n d  P r o f e s s o r  G o o d y  i s  q u i t e  h o n e s t  a b o u t t h e s e .  
I n  h i s  p r e f a c e  h e  s a y s  t h a t  h e  h a s  h a d  t o  ' c om p r o m i s e  w i t h  t h e  
r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  t im e ' ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  h a s  n o t  i n  e v e ry 
c a s e  u s e d  s t a n d a r d  e d i t i o n s  ' s o m e t i m e s  b e c a u s e  I d i d  n o t  a l w ay s  k n o w  
w h a t  t h e s e  w e re , a n d  s o m e t i m e s  b e c a u s e  I w o r k  i n  a p e r a p e t e t i c  
f a s h i o n  a n d  u s e  w h a t e v e r  i s  a v a i l a b l e  w h e r e I a m ' .  A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  a 
l i t t l e s t a r t l i n g  t o  f i n d  q u o t a t i o n s  f ro m  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  t r a n s l a t i o n s  
o f  G r e g o ry o f  T o u r s ( e l s e w h e r e  i n c o r r e c t l y  r e n a m e d  ' G e o f f r e y ' ) o n  t h e 
s am e  p ag e , t h e  l i n e  o f  a r g u m e n t i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  u s u a l l y  q u i t e  c l e a r  
t o  t h e  n o n - a n t h r o p o l o g i s t .  I t  l o s e s  l i t t l e  f r o m  w h a t  h e  d e s c r i b e s  a s  
h i s  t e n d e n c y  n o t t o  ' s a t i s f y  a l l  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
s c h o l a r s h i p '  . 

P r o f e s s o r  G o o d y ' s  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t o  a s k  
h im s e l f a q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  a l s o  t r o u b l e d  t h e  s i x t h  c e n t u r y  S p a n i s h  
b i s h o p  I s a d o r e o f  S e v i l l e .  W h y  h a d  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  c o n c e p t  o f  i n c e s t  
b e e n  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  s e v e n t h  d e g r e e  o f  c o n s a n g u i n i t y , a f f i n i t y , a n d  
s p i r i t u a l  k i n s h i p  i n  t h e  l a t e  a n t i q u e  p e r i o d , s o  t h a t  i t  g r e a t l y  
s u r p a s s e d t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  L e v i t i c u s  x i i i  a n d  x x ?  G i v e n  t h a t  
c o n s a n g u i n i t y t e n d e d  t o  b e  c a l c u l a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  G e rm a n i c  m o d e , 
t h i s  m a d e i t  i n  p r a c t i c e  a l m o s t u n l i m i t e d . M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  
o f  e x o g a m y  c o n t r a d i c t e d  t h e  c hu r c h ' s  s t r i c t  r u l e  o n  t h e  
i n d i s s o l u b i l i t y  o f  m a r r i a g e . I f  i t  w e r e  e n f o r c e d , i t  m a d e  d i v o r c e  
c o m p u l s o r y . P r o f e s s o r  G o o d y ' s  a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  k n o t t y  p ro b l e m ,  i n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  I s i d o r e ' s ,  i s  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  a d e l i b e r a t e  s t r a t e g y  o n  t h e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  w h i c h  s o u g h t  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  p o t e n t i a l f i e l d  o f  
h e i r s  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  p r o p e r t y  m i g h t  m o r e  e a s i l y  b e  b e q u e a t he d  t o  t h e  
c h u r c h .  

T h i s i s  u n c an n i l y  s im i l a r t o  t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  r e f o rm a t i o n  

p r o t e s t a n t s , w h i c h  h e  q u o t e s  a t  s o m e  l e n g t h . W e  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  

E l i z a b e t h an c o m m e n t a t o r  P h i l i p  S t u b b e s  w ro t e , ' T h e  P a p i s t s  a l s o  h o l d e 

i t  t o  b e  a w o r k  o f  u n s p e a k a b l e  m e r i t , f o r  a m a n  o r  a w o m a n  t o  

g i v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  g o o d s  a n d  l a n d s  ( t h e  m o r e , t h e  m o r e 

t h e  m e r i t e ) t o  p o p i s h  p r i e s t e s ,  ( t h o u g h  i n  t h e  m e a n e  t i m e  t h e y r  w i f e , 

c h i l d r e n , a n d  w h o l e  f am i l i e s  g o e  a b e g g i n g  a l l  t h e y r  l y f e  l o n g ) . . .  t o  

t h e  e n d e  t h a t  t h e y  m a y  p r a y  f o r  t h e m  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  d e a d . ' I h a v e  t h e  

i m p r e s s i o n t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  G o o d y ' s  o p i n i o n  i s  m u c h  t h e  s am e  a s  
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L u t h e r ' s :  ' T h i s  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  p u r e  f a r c e  a n d  f o o l i s h n e s s  c o n c o c t e d  
f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  m o n e y  a n d  t o  b e f u d d l e  c o n s c i e n c e s . ' 

'
L i k e  t h e  

p r o t e s t a n t s , h e  p u t s  a n  e x t r e m e l y  g o o d  � a s e  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  b i b l i c a l  
p r e c e d e n t s

.
f o r  t h e

.
p r o h i b i t e d  d e g r e e s , a n d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

o n  a d o p t l o n , d l v o r c e  a n d  r e m a r r i ag e  ( t h e  l a s t  t w o  b e i n g  
l r :e c o n c l l a b l e  w l t h  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o n  i n c e s t ) ,  h e  s e e s  t h i s  a s  a 
p r l m e 

.
c a u � e f o : t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  p r o p e r t y . T h i s  

e c c l e s l a s t l c � l
.

l n t � r f e r e n c e : t h ro u g h  ( p o t e n t i a l ) c o n t r o l  o f  m a r r i a g e  
a n d t h e  l e g l t l m a t l o n  o f  c h l l d r e n , i s  i n  i t s t u r n  t h e  m a j o r  r e a s o n , 
a c c o :d l n g  t o  P r o f e s s o r  G o o d y ,  f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n 
o f  k l n s h l p  I n  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  w h i c h  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  i t  f r o m  t h e  p a t t e r n s  
h e  h a s  o b s e r v e d  i n  A f r i c a .  

T h e  p ro b l e m w i t h  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  a b l e  t o  a d d u c e  
m u c h  e V l d e n c e  f r o m  t h e  l a t e  a n t i q u e  p e r i o d  t o  s U b s t an t i a t e  h i s  c l a i m  
t h a t  t h e

. 
e � c l e s � a s t i c a l

.
d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  i n c e s t  w e r e a p r i m a r y  c a u s e  

f o r  r � s t : l c t l o n s  I n  t h e  f l e l d  o f  p o t e n t i a l  h e i r s , o r  t h a t  i f  s u c h  a 
r e s t r l c t l o n  o c c u r r e d ,  i t  e n c o u r a g e d  l e g a c i e s  t o  t h e  c hu r c h .  F r o m  
t im e  o f  C o n s t a n t i n e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  c h u r c h e s  g r e w  r a p i d l y ,  f o r  
d o n a t � o n s

. 
w e r e  e n c o u r a g e d  b o t h  b y  h i s  o w n  e x am p l e ,  a n d  b y  h i s  

l e g �l l s a t l o n  o f  b e q u e s t s  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  i n  3 2 1 . E v i d e n c e  f o r  o r  
a g a l n s t t h e  e f f e c t s o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r u l i n g s  c o u l d  o n l y  e m e r g e  f ro m  
a l e n g t h y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  b e q u e s t s  r e c o r d e d i n  t h e  p a  . 
A c c o  d ·  t h ·  t . 

p y r l . 

. 
r l n g  0 o n e  l S  o r l a n o f  t h e  f am i l y  a n d  s e x u a l i t y i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  

c l t e d  I n  G e o r g e  D u b y ' s  r e v i e w  o f  P ro f e s s o r  G o o d y ' s  b o o k  i n  t h e  T L S  
t h e  s o r t  o f  c h a n g e s  i n  k i n  s t r u c t u r e  w h i c h  P r o f e s s o r  G o o d y  a t t r i b u t e � 
t o  t h e  l n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  w e r e  a l r e a d y  t a k i n g p l a c e  i n  l a t e  
a n c i e n t s o c i e t y  a n d w e r e  s im p l y  m i r r o r e d  b y  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n . 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  m e d i e v a l  w e s t ,  t o  w h i c h  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  t h e  b o o k  i s  
d e v o t e d , t h e  w r i t t e n  t e � t am e n t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  c o m e  i n t o  b e i n g  l a r g e l y  
a s  a � e a n s  o f  r e c o r d l n g  b e q u e s t s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
f o u n d a t l o n s . B u t  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  c h u r c h e s  o n l y  r e c e i v e  a 
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  l e f t , a n d  i t  i s  f a i r l y  c l e a r  t h a t  s u c h  
d o c um e n t s  d o  n o t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  f am i l y  p a t r i m o n y .  I n  
A n g l o - S a x o n  E n g l a n d , f o r  i n s t a n c e , ' b o o k l a n d ' o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  
s e v e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  a m e an s  t o  s e rv e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c h u r c h , 
e n a b l i n g  l a y m e n  t o  g r a n t  t h e i r  l an d  t o  r e l i g i o u s  f o u n d a t i o n s  ( a n d ,  o f  
c o u r s e , t o  p l e n t y  o f  l a y b e n e f i c i a r i e s ) .  ' F o l k l a n d ' ,  o n  t h e  
c o n t r a r y , w as n o t  a l i e n a b l e  a n d  s e e m s  n e v e r  t o  h a v e  b e q u e a t h e d  b y  
w l l l . I t  p r o b a b l y  f o rm e d  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  k i n  p a t r i m o n y , b u t  o u r  
e V l d e n c e  f o r  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  i t s d e s c e n t  i s  a l l  b u t  n o n - e x i s t a n t .  T h u s  
t h e  c h u r c h  o n l y  h a d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y o f  r e c e i v i n g  a b e q u e s t  f r o m  w h a t  
w a s  p r o b a b l y

.
n o t  t h e  m aj o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  i n h e r i t a n c e , a n d  m o s t  e x t a n t  

A n �l o - S a x o n  w l l l s  s h o w  t h a t  i t  o n l y r e c e i v e d  a v a r i a b l e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
t h l s . M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  f i e l d  o f  h e i r s m e n t i o n e d  i n  s u c h  b e q u e s t s  s h o w s  
t h a t  k i n  i n c l u d e d  n o t  o n l y s o n s  a n d  w i d ow s , b u t  d a u g h t e r s  a n d  s o n s 
I n - l a� , b ro t h e r s , n e p h ew s , e t c . , a n d  a w h o l e  h o s t  o f  k i n s m e n  w h o s e 
r e l a t l o n s h l p  w a s  n e v e r d e f i n e d . L a n d  w a s  d i s t r i b u t e d  l a t e r a l l y  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  b r a n � h e s  o f  t h e  k i n , a s  w e l l  a s  d e s c e n d i n g  v e r t i c a l l y .  
P r o f e � s o r  G o o d y  c l a lm s  t h a t  i n  a n y  g i v e n  s am p l e , 2 0 % o f  c o u p l e s  w i l l  
b e  c h l l d l e s s , a n d  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  b e  h e i r l e s s .  B u t  i n  t h e  l o o s e  k i n  
s t r u c t u r e  o f  A n g l o - S a x o n  E n g l a n d , w h i c h  c a n  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  
e x am l n a t l o n  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  l e g a l  l i a b i l i t y o f  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
k l n , t h e r e  w e r e  p l e n t y  o f  o t h e r s  t o  w h o m  p r o p e r t y  c o u l d a n d  s h o u l d  b e  
d l s t r l b u t e d . T h e  w i l l  o f  K i n g  A l f r e d , w h i c h  s um m a r i z e s  a s e r i e s  o f  
a g r e em e n t s  a b o u t i n h e r i t a n c e  b e t w e e n  h i s  o l d e r  b ro t h e r s  a n d  h i m s e l f  
a t  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  i n s t i g a t i o n , s h o w s  t h a t  l a ym e n  c o u l d  b e  f a r  m o r e  
c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p o t e n t i a l  h e i r s  t h a n  t h e  
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c l e r g y  w e r e . I n d e e d , i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  A n g l o - S a x o n  k i n g s  i n  t h e  t e n t h  
c e n t u r y  d e l i b e r a t e l y  d i d  n o t  m a r r y  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  c o m p e t i n g  c o l l a t e r a l  
b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  s t i r p s  r e g i a  s ho u l d  n o t  b e  p r o d u c e d .  

I n  t e n t h  a n d  e l e v e n t h - c e n t u r y F r a n c e  i t  w a s t h e  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  o f  
n o b l e  f am i l i e s  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  c e n t r a l 
i z e d  a u t h o r i t y , r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e , w h i c h  
p ro m o t e d  t h e  c o m p e x  c h a n g e  i n  k i n s h i p  s t ru c t u r e  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  
e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  l i g n a g e . T h e  n o b l e  f am i l y  c e a s e d  t o  b e  a s Q c i a l  a n d  
l e g a l  g ro u p i n g i n  w h i c h  r e s o u r c e s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h r o u g h o u t t h e  
k i n , a n d  b e c am e  a c om p a c t  u n i t  o f  h u s b an d , w i f e  a n d  o f f s p r i n g , i n  
w h i c h  t h e  p a t r im o n y  w a s p as s e d  o n  t o  t h e  e l d e r  s o n  ( w h o  w a s  h e i r  
w i t h o u t a n y  n e e d  f o r t e s t am e n t a r y  b e q u e s t ) , a n d  t h e  c a d e t s  m i g h t  
r e c e i v e  e i t h e r  t h e i r  f a t h e r ' s  a c q u i s i t i o n s  o r  s m a l l  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  

. f am i l y p r o p e r t y  i n  t e n u r i a l  d e p e n d e n c e  o n  t h e i r  e l d e r  b r o t h e r , o r  
n o t h i n g . A s  P r o f e s s o r  H o l t  h a s  s h o w n , i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  a g r a n t  i n  
p e r p e t u i t y  t o  a n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n  w a s  l o g i c a l l y  i n s e p e r a b l e  
f r o m  i n h e r i t e d  t e n u r e , b e c a u s e  p o s s e s s i o n  h a d  t o  b e  m o r e t h a n  a l i f e  
i n t e r e s t i f  i t  w e r e  t o  b e  a l i e n a t e d  f o r  e v e r ;  b u t  t h i s  s e e m s  t o  b e  
t h e  m a i n  c o n t r i b u t i o n w h i c h  t h e  c h u r c h  m a d e  t o  t h e  d e v e l o pm e n t o f  t h e  
l i gn a g e . S u c h  g r an t s  d i d  n o t  o c c u r  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  h e i r s , b u t  
w i t h t h e  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  h e i r ( s ) .  T h e  c an a l i s a t i o n  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  i n  
t h e  l i g n a g e  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  s t r i c t u r e s  o n  i n c e s t ,  
a n d  w o u l d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e s u l t  i n  a n y  i n c r e a s e  i n  b e q u e s t s  t o  t h e  
c h u r c h . L a c k  o f  a d i r e c t  h e i r  w a s  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  a l l ow t h e  p a t r i m o n y  
t o  e s c h e a t  t o  t h e  f e u d a l  l o r d , t h a n t o  l e a v e  t h e  c h u r c h  a s  t h e  o n l y  
p o s s i b l e  b e n e f i c i a r y . T h i s  n e w  s y s t e m  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e  w a s  l a r g e l y  
i m p o s e d  o n  E n g l a n d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  f o r e i g n  c o n q u e s t  i n  1 0 6 6 , n o t  
b e c a u s e o f  t h e  l i m i t e d  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c s  o v e r  m a r r i ag e . 
I t h i n k t h a t  P r o f e s s o r  G o o d y , l o o k i n g a t  t h e  m e d i e v a l  c h u rc h. t h r o u g h  
h i s  r e f o rm a t i o n  s p e c t a c l e s , s e e s  i t  a s  f a r  t o o  d i s t i n c t  f r om s o c i e t y .  
T o  c om t e m p o r a r i e s  t h e  e c c l e s i a  w a s  t h e  w h o l e  b o d y  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l . 
T h e  i n t e r e s t s o f  t h e  c l e r i c s  a n d  t h e  l ay n o b i l i t y w e r e  c l o s e l y  b o u n d  
t o g e t h e r ,  a s  t h e  e x am p l e  o f  t h e  c o i n c i d e n c e  b e t w e e n  m o n a s t i c  
e n d o w m e n t  a n d  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  l i g n a g e  i l l u s t r a t e s . 

J u s t  a s  t h e r e  w a s n o  o v e r t  c o n f l i c t  h e r e , s o  t h e r e  w a s  n o n e  
b e tw e e n  ' C h u r c h '  a n d  ' S t a t e ' , a n d  s u c h  a c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n  c a n  b e  
m i s l e a d i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  b e f o r e  t h e  i n v e s t i t u r e  
c o n t e s t .  M o s t  m e d i e v a l i s t s  w o u l d  r e s o l u t e l y  r e j e c t  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a ' s t a t e ' , a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  ' t h e  S t a t e ' ,  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  
a g e s . G o v e r nm e n t  w a s  a n  a r m  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  c h u r c h  w i t h 
c l a i m s  a n d  d u t i e s  w h i c h  m i g h t  l e a d  t o  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t s , b u t  
c o n f l i c t s  w h i c h  c a n  b e s t b e  a n a l y s e d  b y  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  
s p i r i t u a l  a n d  t e m p o r a l . I t  w a s  r o y a l  a u t h o r i t y  w h i c h  p r o m u l g a t e d  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  r e gu l a t i o n s  o n  i n c e s t  a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  P a r i s  i n  8 2 9 .  
T h e  E i g e n k i r c h e  m e a n t t h a t  n o b l e s , a n d  k i n g s  t o  a g r e a t e r  d e g r e e , h a d  
a v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  w e a l t h  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  a l s o  t h e i r  
w e a l t h .  I n  E n g l a n d  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n s  e s c h e a t e d  d u r i n g  a 
v a c a n c y , j u s t  a s  l ay f i e f s  d i d .  W h e n  W i l l i am R u f u s  w a s f e e l i n g  
p a r t i c u la r l y  e x a s p e r a t e d w i t h  A n s e l m , t h e  a r c h b i s h o p  o f  C a n t e r b u r y , 
h e  s h o u t e d  a t  h i m ' Y o u  d o  w h a t  y o u  l i k e  w i t h  y o u r  m a n o r s , a n d  I ' l l d o  
w h a t  I l i k e  w i t h  m y  a b b e y s ' .  P ro f e s s o r  G o o d y  h i m s e l f  m a k e s  m a n y  o f  
t h e s e  p o i n t s , b u t  t h e n  g e t s  t h e  i s s u e  o u t  o f  f o c u s  a g a i n  b y  r e t u r n i n g 
t o  h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n  o f  ' C h u r c h '  a n d  ' S t a t e ' . H e  c i t e s  t h e  f am o u s  
l am e n t  o f  t h e  f i f t h  c e n t u r y M e ro v i n g i a n K i n g  C h i l p e r i c :  ' S e e  h o w  o u r  
w e a l t h  h a s  g o n e  t o  t h e  c h u r c h e s ! O n l y  b i s h o p s  r u l e  n o w a d a y s ! '  B u t  
t h e  k i n g s  w e r e  c h i e f l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e n d ow m e n t  a n d  t h e  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c h u r c h e s . C h i l p e r i c  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  h a d  a n y 
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  m o r t m a i n  l e g i s l a t i o n . 
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P r o f e s s o r  G o o d y  is m o r e at h o m e  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a f t e r  t h e  
i n v e s t i t u r e  c o n t e s t .  H e  g i v e s  a c l e a r  a s s e s s m e n t o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  
P e t e r  D am i a n ' s  D e  G r a d i b u s  P a r e n t a l e  i n  d e f i n i n g t h e  p r e c i s e  l i m i t s  
o f  t h e  p ro h i b i t e d  d e g r e e s , a n d  t h e  e f f e c t  w h i c h  t h e  c h u r c h ' s  n e w  
d e t e rm i n a t i o n  t o  e n f o r c e  t h e s e h a d  o n  m a r r i ag e  a t  t h e  u p p e r  e n d  o f  
t h e  s o c i a l s c a l e .  I t  i s  o n l y  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t h a t  t h e r e i s  m u c h  
e v i d e n c e  f o r d e t a i l e d  k n o w l e g e  o f  t h e  b ew i l d e r i n g  c om p l e x i t i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  c om p u t a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  d e g r e e s  o f  c o n s a n g u i n i t y  a c c o r � i n g  t o  t h e  G e rm a n i c  a n d  t h e  R om a n  s c h e m e s . A l t h o u g h  t h e  P a r i s  C o u n c l l  o f  8 2 9  h a d  r e s u l t e d  i n  a f a i r l y  c l e a r  d e f i n i t i o n  i t  h a d  h a d  
l i t t l e  p r a c t i c a l  e f f e c t ,  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e g u l a t i o � s w e r e  t o o  e x t e n s i v e  a n d  c o m p l i c a t e d  t o  a p p l y  i n  p r a c t i c e ; a n d  p a r t l y  b e c a u s e , 
a s  P r o f e s s o r  W a l l a c e - H a d r i l l ' s  l a t e s t  b o o k  o n  t h e  F r a n k i s h  c h u r c h  i l l u s t r a t e s , t h e  c h u r c h  w a s  o n l y  j u s t  b e g i n n i n g t o  p e n e t r a t e  i n t o t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  m a r r i ag e . T h e  n e w  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  t w e l f t h  c e n t u r y i s  w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  a l e t t e r  o f  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  c a n o n  l a w y e r I v o  o f  C h a r t r e s  t o  K i n g  H e n r y  I o f  E n g l a n d . H e  w r o t e  t h a t  h e  h a d  ' c o n s u l t e d  a w r i t t e n  g e n e a l o g y ' ' d ra w n  u p  b y  n o b l e  m e n  i s s u e d  f r o m  t h e  s am e  l i n e a g e , w h o  a r e  r e a d y  t o  c o u n t d e g r e e s  b e fo r e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  j u d g e s  a n d  t o  p r o v e  t h e m  a c c o r d i n g t o  t h e  l aw ' . T h e  a b i l i t y o f  t h e  c h u r c h  t o  e x e r c i s e  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  m a r r i ag e  s e t t l e m e n t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a f l o w o f  r e v e n u e  f r om d i s p e n s a t i o n s  f ro m  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o n  c o n s a n g u i n i t y ,  a n d  P r o f e s s o r  G o o d y  d e a l s w i t h  t h e s e  a t  s o m e  l e n g t h . I t  a l s o  m e a n t ,  o f  c o u r s e , t h a t  i t  w a s  e a s i e r  f o r  l a ym e n  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e i r  f r e e d o m i n  o r d e r t o  m a r r y  ag a i n , a n d  t h e  c h u r c h  h a d  t o  d r o p  i t s i n s i s t e n c e  o n  t h e  i n d i s s o l u b i l i t y o f  m a r r i a g e . G r a t i a n w e n t  t o  t h e  l e n g t h s  o f  c l a i m i n g t h a t  i n v a l i d  m a r r i ag e  w a s  n o  m a r r i a g e  a t  a l l . I t  1 S  p o s s l b l e  t o  c o n s t r u e  t h e  p a p a c y ' s  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  n um b e r  o f  f o r b i d d �n d e g r e e s  a t  t h e  f o u r t h  L a t e r a n  C o u n c i l  a s  s om e  s o r t  o f  c o n c i l i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  c h u r c h m e n  a n d t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o f  n o b l e  a n d  r o y a l  f a m i l i e s , a n d  i t  m a y  b e  t h a t  P ro f e s s o r  G o o d y  s h o u l d  h a v e  e x am i n e d  a t  g r e a t e r  l e n g t h  w h y  t h e  p a p a c y  t o o k  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  P a r i s i a n  m a s t e r s  l i k e  P e t e r  t h e  C h a n t e r .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g o n  t h i s  p o i n t  c a n o n l y  c o m e  w h e n  i t  i s  a s c e r t a i n e d  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  a p p l i e d  i n  p r a c t i c e . 

T h e  l e n g t h  o f  m y  r a t h e r l a b o u r e d  m u s i n g s  o n  w h a t  c o n s i t u t e s  o n l y  
a p a r t  ( i f t h e  m a j o r  p a r t ) o f  P r o f e s s o r  G o o d y ' s  w o r k  s h o u l d  i n d i c a t e  
h o w  e a s i l y  i t  w i l l  f i r e  d e b a t e  a m o n g s t h i s t o r i a n s . T h e r e  m a y  w e l l  b e  
a l o n g  a � d t u rb u l e n t

.
b e t h r o t h a l  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a n d  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s . 

W h e t h e r  1 t  a l l  e n d s  1 n  n u p t i a l  b l i s s  i s  a n o t h e r  m a t t e r .  

G e o rg e  G a r n e t t  
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Reviews 

The Labour Governments, 1945-51. Macmillan, 1984. By Henry Pelling. 

In July 1945 Churchill hoped and expected that the British 
people would entrust him with the task of rebuilding the walls of 
Zion. But the Labour Party won the election, and Attlee's view of 
the task in hand was quite different. He wanted to build a new 
Jerusalem. 

Attlee's first administration, one of the most constructive of 
this century, lasted until early in 1950. His second, a much less 
satisfactory affair, was formed after the February election of that 
year slashed Labour's parliamentary majority. It lasted for eighteen 
months or so. The Conservatives resumed power in October 1951. 

The post-war years were not an easy period in which to initiate 
a programme of legislation which was both novel and reforming. 
Financial uncertainty and stringency reigned between the end of the 
American Lend-Lease Scheme (21st August 1945) and the beginning of 
payments made under the Marshall Plan (1948). In 1947 the economic 
crisis became acute. Attlee's ministers had to deal with shortages 
of food and a scarcity of raw materials, e.g. for the building trade. 
Meanwhile, they had to oversee the business of demobilization. A new 
international situation had to be assessed, and policies and allies 
established, with an uneasy eye on Russia. Britain emerged from the 
war into a world in which her Empire was no longer viable. 

Nevertheless, Attlee and his team also had some advantages. 
Several of the protagonists had served in the coalition government 
during the war. They knew that they were competent to govern, and 
although hard-pressed at times they were confident. They believed 
that they were creating a new thing, the epitome of statecraft, the 
centrally-administered modern nation. It was to be industrially 
competitive, and socially compassionate. The election indicated that 
the time was right for it. The opportunity of enacting the proposals 
of the Beveridge Report fell to Labour. Although Beveridge was a 
Liberal, his ideas had won acceptance across party lines. The 
coalition government had passed, in November 1944, an Act 
establishing a Ministery of National Insurance. In June 1945 the 
caretaker government passed a Family Allowances Act. If the 
Conservatives had won the July election of 1945 they would have 
continued the process. But the chance fell to Labour. 

The range of the achievements of Attlee's first government is a 
tribute to the ability of the men who participated in it. On 5 July 
1948 the provisions of four important Acts, National Insurance, 
Industrial Injuries, National Assistance, and the National Health 
Service, came into force. On 1 March 1946 the Bank of England passed 
into public hands. During the next five years civil aviation, mines, 
cable and wireless, transport, electricity, gas, iron and steel, and 
one or two smaller areas, were nationalised. Town and Country 
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planning was also created (1947), and a British Nationality Act 
passed (1948). Palestine was handed over to the U.N., the nettle of 
withdrawal . from India was firmly grasped, Ceylon was given 
independence, anq Bevin achieved the North Atlantic Treaty (1949). 

Dr Pelling gives a dispassionate and uncluttered account of this 
. story. It is not his intention to evaluate the success of the Labour 

Governments of 1945-51 in the light of subsequent history. But, if 
Attlee's administrations set the agenda for post-war Britain until 
Mrs Thatcher's election victory in 1979, they also left unresolved 
problems. In Ireland and India ana Palestine they still fester. In 
Britain nationalised industries and welfare state have guaranteed 
neither efficiency nor compassion. 

The tragedy at the centre of Dr Pelling's story is that of the 
Labour Party. Attlee, Morrison, Bevin, Cripps, Dalton and others, 
bestride the pages of his book like giants. They were giants whose 
struggles with the ambiguities of socialism left them with a clear
headed appreciation of the demands of power. Their successors, 
Wilson, Callaghan, Foot, Healey, most of whom walk in and out of this 
tale, never calculated so nicely between idealism and pragmatism. 
They, in turn, have begotten a brood of dwarfs. This book, confined 
so carefully to its chosen scope, whispers all the time 'Gaitskell, 
Gaitskell', as the coming man. What if he had lived? There are 
hints throughout of those deadly struggles, over pacifism, 
nationalism, the place of the Unions in the party, Britain's place in 
Europe, which have so divided British Socialism. 

Dr Pelling has surely found the right moment to write this book. 
He records a remark from Hugh Dalton's diary (12 October 1947): 'I am 
haunted by the thought of people starving, unemployed, and in revolt! 
And of the end Of our Socialist experiment, and of all our dreams!' 
The dream did last for thirty years of political concensus. But now 
it is over. Mrs Thatcher has a different dream. So now the historian 
can sharpen his insights in the cold light of contrast. 

Dr Pelling entertains by his shrewd sense of the issues of 
power, and the vanity of powerful men. His narrative is smooth and 
well oiled, his thematic treatment judicious. The book is an expert 
synthesis, yet it is entirely accessible to the general reader. Dr 
Pelling inserts his scalpel into ghosts and myths. In the year of 
the miners' strike we need such writers. 

C.M. Jones 
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What Proper Person ? An Anthology of Latin Verse Quantitative 

and Accentual. By H. H. Huxley. 

Professor Huxley's anthology, written over the course of twenty 

years but first published as a collection in 1984, betrays on every 

page an intimate and affectionate acquaintance with the Latin authors 

whose legs he likes to pull. The big names of course are there: 

Virgil, Catullus, Ovid, Horace - though the last might have been 

surprised to discover an impeccable Horatian poem in Sapphic metre on 

Mohammed Ali! Soon the reader is on a tour of the less frequented 

corners of Professor Huxley's favourite watering place, the Aneid· 

instead of Aneas and Dido falling in love, we see an impasSiOned 

correspondence from servant to servant (Anna to Achates). The latter 

even has a poem to himself which confirms the impression gained from 

the Aeneid that fidus Achates never really did much apart from fill 

up the end of a hexameter conveniently. 

As if to encourage lesser Latinists, the author shares with us 

his difficulty in fitting 'Scotch' into Latin verse, so that we have 

to settle for visci. Great fun, too, is the extraordinary doggerel 

inspired by the challenge of using mensa in every conceivable case in 

eight lines. Usually, though, the lines keep coming in all shapes 

and sizes with apparently effortless ease. Lewis Carroll's 

Speak roughly to your little boy, 
And beat him when he sneezes .. . 

turns without a flicker in the metre to 

Affare natum duriter 
Pulsaque sternuentem. 

Often the richest treasures of the anthology lie just beneath 
the surface. Many an innocent poem has a mischievous twist, though 
never beyond the bounds of good taste. (A sole exception is perhaps 
The Canadian Beaver, whose habits cannot readily be disclosed in 
print - at least not in English!) Amidst the gentle ribbing there is 
also time for real paths - Kipling's solitary deserter brought face 
to face with the death he sought to avoid, and some of the Christian 
Latin cameos, are deeply impressive. Much more could be said in 
praise of a slim but extraordinarily diverse collection: a Latin 
anthology seems quaintly anachronistic in the 1980s, but the content 
of this one has much to amuse and surprise the most radical reader. 

D. S. Martin 
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Director of the British Museum, Slade Professor of Fine Arts, 
1985-86. 

Elected 
1985: 

into a Commonwealth Fellowship for one year from October 

JOHN EDWARD 
University 
Manitoba. 

KENDLE, B.A. University of Manitoba, Ph.D. 
of London, Professor of History, University of 
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endowments and to expend their proceeds in keeping the College on a true course. 

But there is much .more to a College than bricks and mortar, more even than resolute 
adherence to statutory purposes: as I am by no means the first to point out, a College consists 
of PEOPLE. In a real sense, almost every member of the College is a benefactor, as well as 
many people who are not members, simply by participating in its life and thereby contributing 
to its continuity. Each of us, too, whatever his academic discipline, can think of members of 
the College who in their generations have brought distinction to his field. My own subject, for 
example, was illuminated in the last century by Sir John Herschel and John Couch Adams, 
and in much of this one by my own mentor, Roderick Redman. 

Every generation holds the College in trust for its successors, and must look to the young 
to safeguard it further. But none of us needs to relinquish his care for it while he yet lives, and 
in any case youth is a state of mind as much as a chronological characteristic. It flourishes in 
an academic environment because people here have time to think and live: that is one of the 
advantages of an ivory tower. I want to close with a couple of suggestions on the maintenance 
of youth. The first is not to worry unduly about the future but to live today. Christ said "Take 
no thought for the morrow": He probably did not mean to be taken literally (He sometimes 
laid plans Himselfj, but we would do well to go at any rate part way towards taking His advice. 
When John Muir was in his seventies, a friend found him in the back country starting to build 
a new log cabin. His friend asked him if it were not too much to do at his age. Muir replied that 
if he thought of the foundations and the walls and the roof, yes, it was too much; but all he 
intended to do today was to cut and trim this one tree, and THAT he could do! The other 
point is the need to maintain one's ideals. The impatience with wrong, and the burning desire 
to put it right, which many feel when they are 20, should never be allowed to die into 
acceptance of things as they are at 40, or for that matter at 60 or at 80. As long as that spirit of 
youth is maintained, the College will be in good hands. 

And now unto God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Ghost, be ascribed as is 
most justly due all might, majesty, dominion and power, henceforth and for evermore, 
Amen. 

Rob Houghton 
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R.F. Griffin 
3 May 1987 

Hugh Sykes Davies: Wordsworth and the Worth of 
Words � (CUP, 1986) pp. xxi+324 

Many who knew Hugh Sykes Davies personally, and particularly those who, like myself, 

were taught by him, will be delighted that his study of Wordswoith, Wordsworth and the 

Worth of Words, has at last appeared. The book was largely written in the late 60s, and it was 

characteristic of Hugh, for whom a sort of conscientious self-doubt was never far away, to 

decide to withdraw it from the press and (apparently) leave it untouched for several years; he 
seems, in fact, to have considered reworking it as a selection of passages with critical 
commentary, and one can understand why the idea attracted him. The typescript, left among 
his papers when he died in June 1984, has been efficiently edited by John Kerrigan and 
Jonathan Wordsworth. The title, which the editors describe as 'mischievous', is, I think, 
unfortunate - at first sight slightly silly. 

This is a complex, highly individual, idiosyncratic book - the expression, in a number of 
ways, of deep personal preoccupations, displaying a close imaginative sympathy and a 
special, individual subtlety of critical insight. Wordsworth and the Worth of Words certainly 
draws attention to qualities of Wordsworth's poetry that have been unduly neglected, 
reminding us of its peculiarity, its introverted strangeness and imaginative intensity. I found 
much of the material, including the detailed discussion of particular passages, quite familiar, 
recalling long, extremely interesting conversations with Hugh about Wordsworth - a shared 
enthusiasm; indeed, the whole critical approach is unmistakably Hugh's. One thinks, for 
example, of the remarkably sensitive discussion (pp. 24- 26) in Part I ('Introductory') of the 
'spots of time' passages in The Prelude XI, and in particular the way in which Wordsworth 
uses verbal repetition and variation to suggest the quality of the imaginative experience: 
repeated, slightly varied words and phrases referring to the separate elements of the stark 
landscapes of childhood memory ('The single sheep, and the one blasted tree, / And the bleak 
music of that old stone wall . . .  '), set in the context of a painstaking explanation of feeling, take 
on a quiet, understated power and intensity that is quite distinctive. Hugh was especially 
interested in this kind of effect, and it is perhaps relevant to mention that he had very definite 
views about how Wordsworth's blank verse should be read aloud, so as to convey its 
'internal', meditative, recollective quality. His own readings of Wordsworth were 
memorable. 

In Wordsworth and the Worth of Words Wordsworth's language is considered in relation 
to his own views on poetic language and, more important, his very radical conception of the 
imagination and its processes- the imagination which for Wordsworth was essentially active, 
creative, continually drawing on unconscious memories and directly informing present 
experience. Hugh Sykes Davies also attempts to place Wordsworth's originality in some sort 
of literary-historical context, emphasising the influence of the 'Gothic' on the very early 

· poetry and, more fully, the taste for the 'picturesque' on the development of the poet's 
sensibility. Sykes Davies's passionate, though sometimes quirky, interest in certain aspects of 
linguistic studies (notably word frequency) and psychology is also clearly reflected. In their 
preface the editors quote a hand-written note of Sykes Davies's, describing the structure of 
the book: 'One topic has arisen from another, and from that another again, and so on, until 
the last leads back to the first. The form, if there is one, reminds me of people playing leap
frog, one over-leaping another until they have resumed their original order.' (p. viii). Perhaps 
a certain obliqueness and indirectness were implicit in what was being attempted, but the end 
result is more like a partial superimposition of several different approaches than a 
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satisfactory integration. Some of the most brilliant parts - and for one the over-used adjective 
seems entirely apt - occur when Sykes Davies is discussing the 'inner' workings of a particular 
poem or passage, or, very typically, trying to pin down the complex habits of feeling that seem 
to have shaped the poet's experience (at one point he describes Wordsworth as 'skilled in 
introspection'). Wordsworth and the Worth of Words gives the impression of having been 
slowly and very carefully written: much of it is quite closely argued, and often there is a 
characteristic defining clarity and brevity of phrasing: for example, discussing the opening 
section of book I of The Prelude, Sykes Davies remarks, 'So subjective a subject both 
demanded and developed an idiolect as an essential condition for its own expression' (p. 
102) - a fairly central idea- and a few pages later, considering Wordsworth's different uses of 
'one', he notes 'Objects, places and moments isolated from the rest of space and time seem to 
have had a clear and special significance in his experience, and in his vocabulary' (p. 1 16). As 
one would expect, ironic asides are quite frequent ('the modern miseries of the slide-show 
and holiday film'), though at times, as for example when he touches on what he calls 'the 
unchecked and constantly accelerating lapse into urbanism' (p. 248), there is a quiet urgency 
of tone which is very familiar. 

Parts 11 and Ill of Words worth and the Worth of Words are, I think, the most remarkable. 
In Part 11 ('Wordsworthian Words') Sykes Davies is concerned with the function of 'repetition 
and tautology' in Wordsworth's poetry. Near the beginning he examines the use of verbal 
repetition in The Thorn, a poem which was included in the first edition of Lyrical Ballads 
(1 798), and which depends heavily on repetition and the cumulative effects associated with 
it; The Thorn always held a particular fascination for Hugh. I remain, I must admit, a little 
sceptical: like several of the other experimental poems of Lyrical Ballads, The Thorn seems 
too consciously contrived to be taken entirely seriously, and it is surely not as sig�ificant as 
Sykes Davies suggests. He rightly draws attention to the 1800 Note to The Thorn, with its 
stress on 'the interest which the mind attaches to words, not only as symbols of the passion, 
but as things, active and efficient, which are themselves part of the passion'. The two sections 
(6,7) on word frequency; elaborately illustrated with tables, seem oddly out of place -
pertinacious, even a little obsessive - but the discussion of recurrent words and word groups 
which takes up most of the later part is excellent, with some extremely fine analysis of 
particular poems and passages. These recurring words and word groups, Sykes Davies 
argues, perfectly ordinary in themselves, take on a kind of concentration of meaning 
adequate to the intensity of the poet's imaginative experience: Wordsworth' s use of ' one', for 
example, conveys something of the force of his imaginative response to the emphatically 
isolated, self- subsistent object or figure. This second part of the book left me, though, with a 
few doubts. Is there not, for example, a simple but fundamental distinction between the 
highly conscious 'repetition and tautology' of The Thorn and the occasional recurrence of 
'special' words and word groups in different poems written at different times- which, at least 
in the familiar sense, is not 'tautology' at all? Is this kind of occasional recurrence really as 
crucially important, as essential to Wordsworth's poetic creativity, as Sykes Davies claims? In 
more general terms, the approach he takes, concentrating on particular words, phrases and 
lines taken out of context, brings with it a real danger of distortion or exaggeration: 
occasionally connections seem to be made a little too easily. The suspicion arises that 
general, apparently highly significant conclusions are being reached on the strength of a few 
special cases. 

In Part Ill ('Involutes and the Process of Involution') Sykes Davies's psychological 
interests are much in evidence. It opens with a rather involved and, I think, not entirely 
convincing discussion of the connection between the verbal 'tautologies' and 'larger mental 
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constructs': these 'constructs', it turns out, are particular, complex, recurring imaginative 

experiences, originating for the most part in early childhood - which Sykes Davies, borrowing 

a term from De Quincey's Confessions of an Eng.lish Opium Eater, refers to as 'involutes'. 

The early part, notably sections 14 and 15, contain a good deal of highly speculative 

psychological discussion, in which F�eud is prominent. The analysis of particular poems and 

passages is, once more, extraordinarily sensitive: a good example is the discussion of the 

passage in The Prelude IV beginning 'As one who hangs down-bending from the side/ Of a 

slow-moving Boat .. .' and the earlier passage, in book 11, beginning 'A tranquilising spirit 

presses now/ On my corporeal frame .. .' (pp. 146-7). Sykes Davies refers to the 'delicate, 

wavering mixture of belief and self-mockery' in the poem which eventually became 'Strange 
fits of passion have I known' (p. 142). The account in section 17 of the 'involute' of the gaunt, 
skeletal, ghost-like man, most strikingly realised in the 'discharged soldier' passage in book IV 

of The Prelude, is fascinating even to one who has 'heard it all before', and the discussion of 
Resolution and Independence ('The Leech Gatherer') in the following section is most 
impressive: quoting Wordsworth's remarks on the poem in a letter to Sara Hutchinson, Sykes 
Davies observes, 'there Wordsworth gives his most vivid description in prose of what it felt 
like to be in the midst of an involute, to be in the grip of a strongly reacting and interacting 
cluster of words, memories, thoughts and feelings' (p. 164). Despite the brilliance of much of 
this third part, one is again left with certain doubts. An obvious point, but one which is not 
sufficiently taken into account, is that The Prelude, with which Sykes Davies is mainly 
concerned, is itself an attempt at psychological investigation and interpretation: the 
experiences described in the poem have been very consciously selected and very 
deliberately placed in an interpretive framework, and the passage in which they are 
described certainly are not, and cannot be treated as, random pieces of psychological 
'evidence', arrived at unconsciously. There is, perhaps, something circular about what Sykes 
Davies is trying to do. Then there is the quasi-technical term 'involute'. The underlying idea, 
of course, is entirely Wordsworthian - the 'spots of time' passages are partly concerned with 
the influence of unconscious memories of childhood experience - but this is only one of a 
range of loosely connected ideas that Wordsworth puts forward about childhood experience 
and the unconscious workings of the imagination. Sykes Davies's concept of the 'involute' 
seems in a sense much too definite: it is something one can 'be in the midst of. Apart from the 
skeletal man and a few other clear examples 'involutes' seem suspiciously thin on the ground. 
Is the term, as Sykes Davies defines it, really applicable to the 'trance-like' transcendental 
states that Wordsworth describes several times in the autobiographical poem? Again one 
feels that too general conclusions are being drawn. 

Relatively little need be said about Parts IV and V. The long literary-historical account of 
the 'picturesque' in Part IV ('Wordsworth and the Picturesque') goes over largely familiar 
ground: one wonders if it could not have been condensed in some way, so as to make it more 
immediately relevant to Wordsworth. Sykes Davies places, I think, too much stress on the 
poet's account in The Prelude XI of his infatuation with, and subsequent rejection of, the 
taste for the 'picturesque'. It is surely mistaken, for example, to read the passage in Tin tern 
Abbey beginning 'when like a roe/! bounded o'er the mountains .. .' as a description of his 
'picturesque' phase: here Wordsworth is concerned with a much more profound and 
interesting development of feeling. The poet's different retrospective ,accounts of his 
intellectual and imaginative development, one is reminded, do not always fit together easily
nor would one expect them to. In Part V ('Ecolect and Inmatecy') Sykes Davies explores very 
interestingly the influence on Wordsworth's poetry of his closest personal relationships, 
Particularly that with his wife Mary; he describes the poet's marriage as 'deeply satisfactory' 
(p. 276), a judgment which, as the editors point out, is certainly confirmed by the intimate 
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letters between William and Mary discovered in 1978 and published three years later. The 
word 'inmate', Sykes Davies argues, is used by Wordsworth in a specially powerful sense 
with connotations of 9omestic intimacy and communality (in note 6 on page 319 Syke� 
Davies suggests, without evidence, that this may have been a Westmorland dialect usage: 1 
think this suggestion is almost certainly wrong). 

In Worcfsworth and the Worth of Words there are strikingly few references to recent 
Wordsworth criticism (recent, that is, when the book was written); one of the few references 
that do occur, to Melvin Racier's Wordsworth: a Philosophical Approach (Oxford, 196 7) is, 
significantly, fairly dismissive, and perhaps justifiably so (p. 184). This virtual absence of 
references tells us something of Hugh Sykes Davies' approach to his subject: he was far more 
concerned with developing his own ideas, patiently working them out in detail, than with 
keeping up with contemporary academic criticism, with much of which he would in any case 
have been unsympathetic. Maybe a similar kind of exclusiveness of intellectual habit lies 
behind his insistence, stated more or less explicitly at several points in the book, and in a 
sense implicit throughout, that Wordsworth's poetry can only be understood strictly on its 
own terms - demands, indeed a specialised linguistic sensitivity. In Wordsworth and the 
Worth of Words literary-historical influences are almost invariably considered negatively: the 
poet is seen as breaking free from literary convention, thereby discovering his own startling 
originality. Introspection by itself was sufficient to take him beyond the limitations of 
contemporary psychology. This is the work of a passionate Wordsworthian, whose feeling for 
the poet was intensely personal. One of the most revealing passages - more revealing, I think, 
of Hugh than Wordsworth - is the concluding discussion of the crisis of urban civilisation. 
Hugh's pessimism was not always easy to take, and often one felt mildly irritated by the 
apparent fixedness of his views. In the concluding paragraph he suggests that the future may 
lie with 'those who have remained in the country', taking advantage not only of the strength 
of real human communities, but also of 'a communion with the rest of the universe, in all its 
variety and homogeneity, its rhythms of growth and decay and growth again' (p. 307). This 
commitment to Wordsworthian 'natural piety', a quiet, attentive, sympathetic closeness to 
the processes of the natural world, was probably as close as Hugh came to religious 
belief. 

Robert lnglesfield 

Russel/ Spargo 
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OBITUARIES 

GL YN EDMUND DANIEL 

Glyn Daniel, son of the headmaster of a village school in the Vale of Glamorgan, came up 

to St John's College in 1932 to read Geography. He chose the College himself after walking 
round the Backs. He came from Barry County School, like others of that time blessed with 
masters of character, intelligence, and a concern for their bright pupils. Glyn was the first of 
his generation to venture so far east as Cambridge; but he was followed to St John's from the 
same school by at least four near-contemporaries, all of whom made careers of distinction in 
academic or public life. It may have been his headmaster who implanted in young Daniel an 
interest in archaeological remains; at any rate he shifted to the Arch. and Anth. Tripes and by 
the outbreak of War he was a Research Fellow of St John's, and a rising authority on the 
megaliths of England, Wales and Brittany. His fortunate star took him into the photographic 
intelligence branch of the RAF and to India where he held an important command, found 
Ruth and developed his archaeological techniques. 

He was back in Cambridge and at St John's by 1946. His achievements since then are 
well enough known: his professional career first in Cambridge, then nationally and 
internationally: Lecturer and then Disney Professor, an important Fellow of the Society of 
Antiquaries and belatedly a Fellow of the British Academy, and international recognition 
represented formally by his Fellowship of the Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and 
corresponding membership of major archaeological academies. He emerged, as has been 
authoritatively said, one of the founding fathers of modern archaeology. He was not only a 
true professional in an exacting and ever more technical discipline; in an age of specialisms, 
he was, as a friend wrote recently, 'one of the great generalists, who saw archaeology 
encompassing the classical, the pre-Colombian and the prehistoric in an holistic discipline'. 
Further, he showed his colleagues that their discipline was mature and confident enough to 
look back on its own development: a pioneer of archaeological historiography. 

His achievement owed much to his individual temperament. He was blessed with a 
capacious and accurate memory; more important, he was a born and compulsive writer, of 
immense energy and fluency. One had the impression that hardly a morning went by, and he 
rose very early, without his exercising the discipline of the written word. The results are a 
memorial to him in more than a score of books and monographs on widely ranging 
archaeological subjects written, some for the profession, some for the informed public, some 
for both. For in addition to his other gifts he was the prime mover in capturing the imagination 
of a more general public for Man's prehistoric past. He found, in Antiquity, which he and 
Ruth edited from 1958 until the year of his death, an instrument which he could shape for 
this purpose; and the style, vigour and informed reporting of his editorials and his general 
editing became a powerful influence in educating the public mind. This was reinforced by his 
complementary role in the series Ancient Peoples and Places, of which he edited over a 
hundred volumes. That highly successful publishing enterprise emerged as a result of Glyn's 
renowned early venture into television, Animal, Vegetable, Mineral? In those early 1950s, 
academics tended to look askance at the new medium; and it was characteristic of Glyn's 
nerve and his flair for its visual possibilities that he should embrace the opportunity and, with 
his colleague Sir Mortimer Wheeler, turn it to such good account for the cause of 
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Reviews 

British Intelligence in the Second World War: Its 

Influence on Strategy and Operations. 

By F.H. Hinsley, with E.E. Thomas, C.F.G. Ransom, R.C. Knight and C.A.G. 
Simkins. HMSO. 

Vol. 1 1979 pp. xiii + 601 
Vol. 2 1981 pp. xvi + 850 
Vol. 3 Part I 1984 pp. xvi + 693 
Vol. 3 Part 11 1988 pp. xvi + 1038 

Public interest in intelligence matters has latterly tended to concentrate on the 
indiscretions, or worse, of intelligence officers and other public servants, but it has to be 
remembered that the official rules are made by politicians and that not all politicians are 
invariably discreet. For example, more than forty years ago the indiscretion of a very 
senior politician gave rise to unfounded rumours so ugly as to cause the authorities to 
ask Commander Montagu to prepare and publish the fascinating story of "The man who 
never was". Much later, when F.W. Winterbotham wrote The Ultra Secret the Cabinet 
did not oppose its publication in 197 4. Thus the complete discretion preserved by 
literally thousands of people for over 30 years (which nowadays would seem 
unbelievable) was broken by a political decision. What is more, anyone with any 
experience of interrogation (of which investigative journalism is only a branch) knows 
that when one cat has been let out of the bag, other furry little heads will soon appear. A 
situation had thus arisen full of possibilities for partial investigations; for uncovering 
situations charged with emotion, like the fate of Convoy P Q 17; for libelling the dead and 
producing the maximum of distress to the living. It was therefore both very fortunate and 
very wise that the Cabinet should have decided to commission an official history 
covering all aspects of military intelligence in the West during the Second World War: to 
give access to all the available papers (with certain safeguards as to what might finally be 
published, listed, and their effects considered, in the Preface to Volume 1 ): and to entrust 
the whole project to a team of impartial historians headed by the President of the 
College as he then was. It should be said here that the safeguards were mainly technical, 
and that the authors are sure that they do not affect the validity of any part of the analysis 
which they present. 

The unwary reader of many of the innumerable books on the intelligence services 
Written during the last decade and a half can readily be pardoned for taking a simple
rninded view of the problems involved. Indeed, during the last couple of years 
Politicians, lawyers and journalists have vied with each other in putting forward such 
simple-minded views. No better therapy against these illusions can be prescribed than a 
read through the volumes we are considering, and especially Volume 1, dealing in some 
detail with the development and organisation of the wartime intelligence service. Aside 
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from a deep and engrained discretion, probably the most important characteristic of an 
intelligence officer has to be intense scepticism, such that he never believes anything he 
reads or is told unless there is some other reason for believing it. 

Yet intelligence is valueless unless it is put to some use, sometimes for strategic 
purposes, but most usually by commanders in the field in ordering their forthcoming 
operations. To be effective, there must be confident liaison between the two, and these 
problems and their solutions are here explored in detail. 

Time scale is of great importance · for example, the battles in the Straits of Dover 
between German E-boats escorting convoys hugging the French coast and the MTBs 
and MGBs of the Dover Command were normally fought using communications "in 
clear" · at high speed and close range there is no time to code and decode. But Vice 
Admiral Dover's radar gave him the positions of all the ships on both sides, which could 
be transferred within seconds to his plot. He could also readily intercept all the 
communications, and control operations accordingly, using his powerful radio 
transmitters. 

In the middle term, the Master and his eo-workers give in Part XIII (Vol. 3, Part 2) 
Chapter 46 an account of the Normandy landings on 6 June 1944. On the German side 
(p.128) "Not till 0400 did C-in-C West ... order 12th SS Panzer Division to move at once 
towards Caen ... ... At 0730 Jodl for OKW permitted 12th SS Panzer to move as far as 
Lisieux but otherwise refused ... until Hitler had been consulted. 
Hitler was asleep until mid-day, and did not consent to the movement of the divisions 
until mid-afternoon". On the other hand (p.129) "From the naval Enigma [the Allied 
commanders] received a full and prompt account of the German Navy's reactions ... The 
first reports of parachutists, intercepted from just before midnight on 5 June, were 
relayed to them from 0 132 on 6 June. From 0338 they were informed of most of the 
orders issued by Naval Gruppe West. The first news of positive action by the German 
Navy ... at 0348 ... was transmitted to them at 0420". Quite a feat, when one considers 
that the signal in question, among innumerable other more routine ones, had to be 
intercepted, the intercept forwarded to Bletchley Park, decyphered using the previously 
determined setting of the Enigma machine for the day, translated, recyphered (using a 
really secure cypher this time) and despatched to the Allied commanders within 32 
minutes. 

In the long term, when there is ample time for reflection, perhaps the best available 
example is that given by Ewen Montagu in The Man Who Never Was. There the German 
intelligence services were presented, by a roundabout route, with what appeared to be a 
real scoop · highly personal and intensely secret communications between high 
commanders, in the despatch case attached to the body of what appeared to be a dead 
courier, washed up on the west coast of Spain after a (presumed) air crash. Considered 
as physical objects, there could not, of course, be anything bogus about the letters 
themselves. 
They had been written, to recipe but using their own characteristic touches and styles, 
personally by the ostensible authors, and processed in the normal way in their private 
offices. It was only their contents which were designed to mislead. The subsequent 
capture of German records showed that this offering had been subjected, with Teutonic 
thoroughness, to every test anyone could think of, and finally swallowed whole. And so 
to the final denoument touched on lightly by Montagu. Spare a thought for the junior 
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officers of our own security service, trawling through the German records in the 
aftermath of victory, and coming upon the materials for a major scandal involving 
important personalities · unquestionably genuine documents and the German 
intelligence appreciation of Allied strategy based upon them. 

There is a moral here. What did I say earlier about never believing anything that one 
read or was told? In fact in intelligence work it is always well to start from the assumption 
that nothing is quite what it seems, and only allow oneself to be driven from this position 
by strong evidence to the contrary. As another example, any large army formation 
generates a great deal of radio communication, and in those days, of much V HF R/T, all 
this could be intercepted at a distance, its type identified, and its approximate source 
determined by cross bearings. Consequently, in the run up to the Normandy invasion, 
every endeavour was made to avoid presenting the enemy with more than the 
irreducible minimum of information of this kind, which was the more important to the 
German General Staff because of the virtual impossibility of effective photo
reconnaisance. But some traffic there had to be, and it included that appropriate to the 
moving of a large army formation, including a lot of armour, into Kent where it would be 
at hand for an invasion in the Pas de Calais, thus reinforcing other indications from other 
sources. With the Normandy beach-head established, this army disappeared - it had 
consisted of an RNVR officer, a small crew of naval ratings and a lot of transmitters, 
playing back a carefully prepared scenario including typical recordings of the 
appropriate minimal army radio traffic. A small operation, but another straw in the wind 
helping to divert attention from the more dangerous subject of Normandy. 

Consequently, between intelligence gathering and the operational commander there 
is normally a processing network, which must be both quick and as accurate as possible, 
and the Master and his co-authors devote much attention to how such arrangements 
were set up, and how they worked, with abundance of specific examples. 

We have mentioned how vital the time factor can be in the short and medium time 
scale of operations. But when the intelligence is gathered and processed it is still 
necessary to engage the attention of the operational commander. Another example: just 
before the end of what the Press called the Phoney War, early in April 1940 just before 
the invasion of Denmark and Norway, the German Air Force launched two massive 
night attacks on the Home Fleet in the harbour of Scapa Flow. The Germans knew all 
about the chain of radar stations set up along the east coast of the mainland of Britain to 
detect high flying aircraft, with its northern end just south of Wick, so they flew at about 
2,000 ft., well below the detection angle of the Chain Stations, but within the capabilities 
of stations working on higher frequencies and designed for the detection of both aircraft 
and surface ships. In the Fair Isle and on the southern tip of Shetland were the 
beginnings of the Naval network of such stations which when complete would form part 
of the outer defences of the Flow. They were already connected by telephone to the 
Fortress Commander's plotting room in Orkney, which, when the Fleet was in harbour, 
Was linked directly to the C-in-C's command centre. 25 minutes warning was given of 
one attack, 30 on the other night, much more than enough to alert every Fleet unit and 
all the anti-aircraft batteries on the islands ringing the Flow. The result was most 
spectacular. Knowing when the aircraft were due to arrive I was standing on Sum burgh 
Head, 100 miles away as the crow flies, looking at the quiet sea on the southern horizon, 
the whole of Orkney being out of sight round the curve of the earth. Suddenly, spread 
over several degrees of arc, a tremendous firework display erupted - everyone was 
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indeed ready and waiting. What seemed long after, but must have been about 8 minutes 
it was joined by a growling rumble, which was also heard at Lerwick, 125 miles away. A 
classic example of the barrage technique; no-one aimed at anything, but simply fired 
upward and went on, so that the air over the Flow was so full of flying metal that no 
object the size of an aircraft could fly across it without being hit. Minimal damage was 
done to the Fleet, and 80% of the aircraft were lost on each night. No similar attack was 
ever launched again. 

But it need not have been so. Twenty months later, at Pearl Harbour, American Naval 
radar gave 45 minutes warning of the approach of a large force of unidentified aircraft 
but not larger than that used by the Germans on each occasion. This aspect of the affai; 
is never stressed, but it seems that a junior officer spent the time wandering around 
trying to interest anyone who could have done something about it. 

And so we come back to the operational commander. It was a saying of Thomas 
Baker, historian of the College and collector of the Bakerian Manuscripts, that it was 
useless for the historian to attempt to penetrate the minds of princes. They have many 
sources of information, they are subjected to many influences, they must take account of 
what they perceive of the characters and abilities of those around them, before a specific 
decision is made. Who is to say what weight has been given to any one element? And if 
an apparently frank appraisal is available, who is to know how far it reflects its author's 
inner thoughts? It is perhaps a little ironic that Hitler used to say that one of his favourite 
songs was "Die Gedanken sind frei, wer kann sie erraten?" The Master and his co
authors avoid this trap, but they do perform a most valuable task in exposing all that is 
known of the intelligence available to a particular commander at a specific stage of some 
operation. Let us consider Convoy PQ17, already mentioned (Vol. 2 pp.2 14-223, map 
on p.215), bound for Murmansk through the endless day of the Arctic summer. On pp. 
217-9 is a restrained yet vivid account of the events in the Admiralty on the evening of 
the 4th July, 1942. All centres on that superb weapon of war, the Tirpitz, sister ship of 
the Bismarck. The First Sea Lord knew all that was to be known about the capabilities of 
the Bismarck as revealed in her last fatal voyage - her toughness, high speed and virtual 
impregnability under her own air cover. Her gunnery was superb. Encountering two of 
the most powerful ships in the world in the Denmark Strait, she sank the Ho od with her 
fifth salvo, and drove off the Prince of Wales too damaged to continue the fight, while all 
the Bismarck's machinery and guns were still intact. She was finally sunk only because 
she was alone. So if the Tirpitz were at sea she could be opposed only by the Home 
Fleet, 500 miles away to the west. But he also knew how vulnerable major capital ships 
were to air attack, if operating outside their own air cover, which would have come about 
had the Home Fleet come further east. The Germans had in fact moved their Queen. 
With the Tirpitz at sea, virtually in her home waters off the North Cape, with her escorts. 
air cover and U-boats, any decision involved inevitable loss, a situation considered in 
detail up to p. 222. The order for the convoy to disperse, sent 2136/ 4th July, resulted in 
the loss of 24 ships out of 37, 14 to air attack and 10 to U-boats; but it was expected 
beforehand that it would have some such effect. My point is that no-one knows, and no· 
one can ever know, the weighting of the evidence, the exact mental processes by which 
the decision was reached. 

The other side of the coin was the destruction of the Scharnhorst off the North Cape 
on Boxing Day 1943, this time in the endless Arctic night. Once again important 
decrypts were too late to be useful, but this time the outcome was, amongst other things 
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"a tribute to the C-in-C's imaginative and decisive use of the Enigma, that owed much to 
the cqnfidence he knew he could place in it" (Vol. 3, Part 1, Chapter 36, p.268). In fact 
Admiral Fraser provided a classic e?<ample of the successful welding of intelligence with 
action. 

In attempting to illustrate a few of the·complexities confronted by those writing a book 
on wartime intelligence and its effects on operations, like Little Jack Homer I have 
pulled a few plums out of what is an enormous Christmas Pie. To list all its contents 
would be unbearably tedious, but one gets an adequate idea from the throw-away 
remark at the end of the second paragraph of the Preface to Volume 1: "As for the 
archives, we set out to see them all; and if any have escaped our scrutiny we are satisfied 
that over-sight on our part is the sole explanation". This conjures up a picture of a 
stupendous task of compilation, but the authors have succeeded in extracting from it a 
critical study ranging over the whole canvas of the war in the West. At the same time they 
wear their scholarship lightly. For those who wish simply to read a specific story, the 
ample references do not impede the flow of the narrative, and one cannot wait to get to 
the next page and find out what really happened next. I hope that the short illustrations 
above will give the reader some of its flavour. 

In a word, the book is unique. As far as I am aware, nothing like it has ever been 
produced before, and historians for decades to come will find in these four volumes an 
invaluable source. On the other hand, in the much longer run this compendious 
overview, written by historians having personal knowledge of at least some part of what 
was going on, can be confidently expected to retain its value as long as the Second 
World War continues to be of.interest. 

G. Clifford Evans 

Antarctica, Cambridge, Conservation and Population: 
a Biologist's Story. 

By Colin Bertram, 
with a Foreword by Lord Hunt of Llanfair Waterdine. 1987. 

This is a remarkable autobiography assembled in an unusual but successful manner. 
The first chapter 'Family' leads one from the author's origins through school days, 
university and marriage to retirement. Thereafter the story is told under headings of 
activities rather than chronologically. Thus the reader with special interests, be they 
polar, conservation, world population, or the ways of a Cambridge tutor, can turn to the 
appropriate chapter. There he will find a remarkable tale of experience and thought 
which is so wide that it seems extraordinary that one man can have experienced so 
much. 

Although the story can be commended to a wider audience, it is of particular interest 
to Johnians, be· they of an older or a younger generation. The former will recognise 'their 
days' and many of the outstanding characters they knew who may have influenced their 
lives. Those of later years will be fascinated by the thoughts of a benign tutor who chose, 
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guided and launched so many young over twenty-seven years. In particular the 
penultimate chapter 'The Humane Mediator in Cambridge' reveals great wisdom in the 
appreciation and handling of young people. Furthermore, most readers will find 
themselves in tune with the opinions expressed and will hope that they will prevail in 
future years. 

The same may be said of those sections of the book dealing with population and 
eugenics. As is pointed out, Man is the most prolific and able mammal, but is in imminent 
danger of destroying his own environment. One wishes that the opinions expressed in 
the chapter 'Population and Resources' could somehow be included in the teaching 
curriculum for every child in the world. 

Altogether this is a splendid book in which the author - biologist, polar explorer 
traveller and academic - not only reveals the course of events which have formulated hi� 
character, but provides an insight into his thinking which has resulted from so varied a 
life and interests. 

V ivian Fuchs 
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SOCIETIES 

�USICAL SOCIETY 

The minute books of the 1950s and 1960s provide some ammunition for those who 
assert that the Society is but a shade of its former self. But it is my belief that 1986-88 has 
seen some of the most outstanding performances for many years. Since the Society last 
reported in The Eagle, a large number of varied and ambitious events have been 
staged. 

The beginning of last year was heralded by Walton's whimsical "Facade"; Pythagoras, 
rivalling the music for idiosyncrasies, proved an ideal setting. This success was closely 
followed by an enthusiastically received concert in the Music Faculty Hall, where a 
wholly modern programme including Schoenberg and Berio attracted a relatively small 
but devoted audience. The highlight of the S.C.R. concert was Donald Manson's 
accomplished performance of Albrechtsberger's trombone concerto. Later in the Easter 
term, the May Week concert was the occasion for many fine performances, most notably 
Garth Bardsley's stirring "On Wenlock Edge" by Vaughan Williams. 

This year saw the christening of the Fisher Building's Palmerston Room with a clarinet 
and piano recital by John Bradbury and Richard Casey. The somewhat ailing College 
orchestra and chorus have been given new life in the shape of energetic first-years 
Jeremy Huw Williams and Nick Smith, who bravely undertook the direction of Faure's 
Requiem in Chapel during his first term at St John's. 

Less well attended but of an equally high standard were the informal recitals which 
took place throughout the year. This outlet for the considerable talent in College should 
be encouraged as much for the experience gained by the players as for the enjoyment of 
the listeners. 

The Fisher Building practice rooms are a very valuable addition to our facilities, and 
teething problems should soon be resolved. The building's accommodating design 
should encourage College music in general, and the Society particularly looks forward 
to the long-awaited arrival of a Steinway grand in the Palmerston Room. 

Many thanks to Ben Cooper, who has just stood down as secretary after more than a 
year's sterling service. Thanks also to Dr Tombs and Dr Glasscock who continue to 
support and advise the Society. 

Richard Beales 
Secretary 
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Readers may also like to note a book of essays about St John Fisher. Humanism, 
Reform and the Reformation: The Career of Bishop John Fisher, edited by Brendan 
Bradshaw (a former Fellow of the College), and Eamon Duffy (CUP, 1989), £27.50, 
contains much of interest about the man who was the virtual or vicarious (ounder of 
the College. The chapter 'John Fisher and the tromotion of leaming', by the College 
Archivist Malcolm Underwood, is of e�pecia relevance to St John's. Among other 
things, we are reminded that in its earliest years, "St John's was ... a modest College, 
uncertain of its endowments" - a condition which Fisher and his right-hand man, 
Nicholas Metcalfe (third Master, 1518-37) did much to remedy. 

H. H. Huxley has edited a memorial volume of the Proceedings of the Virgil Society 19 
(1988), in honour ofDeryck Williams (d.1986). Largely composed of elegant lectures, 
it is a fitting tribute to a popular lecturer and enthusiast for the classics. 
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Reviews 

The Keynesian Revolution in the Making 
1924-1936 . 

�y Peter Clarke 
. 

Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1988. 

In what is probably the most important monograph on Keynes of the last decade, 
Peter Clarke has attempted to rescue Keynes from the clutches of the economists, 
economic historians and the historians of economic ideas and to make the central ideas 
and implications of the 'revolution' associated with Maynard Keynes's The General 
Theory of Employment, Interest and Money (1936) accessible to ordinary run-of-the-mill 
historians. However, in doing so, he has managed not only to bring together what has 
been said before in a manner more appropriate for his professional colleagues but also 
to break new ground and thus leave economic historians and historians of economic 
ideas in his debt. 

Anyone who provides an account of a 'revolution', it would seem to me, has to 
provide at least four thin�s: (i) an account of the ancien regime; (ii) an account of the 
revolutionaries' ideas; (iii) an account of the revolution itself; and (iv) some notion of 
the implications of what happened. As the Keynesian revolution has traditionally been 
about both economic theory and economic policy, this requires some discussion of 
both the old regime in theory and policy, which inevitably includes Keynes's earlier 
ideas; an account of the evolution ofKeynes's theory and its policy implications; and a 
discussion of the implications of what emerged at the other end of the process. In the 
case ofKeynes's revolution, the process will inevitably be complicated by the way that 
the literature has developed over the last decade. Here I am thinking less of the 
contention that Keynes's theories were unimportant or even a dead end, than the view 
presented by a run of younger economic historians that the important policy-making 
fortress that Keynes thought he was attacking, what has been known as 'the Treasury 
view' which strictly speaking held that loan-financed government expenditures on 
public works as a cure for unemployment would be ineffective as they would crowd 
out an equivalent amount of private investment, was less monolithic, more pragmatic 
and more flexible than Keynes allowed for - or, to put it bluntly, that Keynes was 
attacking a straw man. 

In developing his account of the old regime, in his masterly Part II, Clarke, using 
evidence which through the vagaries of the transfer of records to the Public Record 
Office at Kew has only recently surfaced, clearly demonstrates that the Treasury's 
contribution to the 1929 White Paper, Memoranda on Certain Proposals Relating to 
Unemployment (a reply to a Liberal election manifesto), and the associated statements 
of the then Chancellor, Winston Churchill, were based not on pragmatism but on a 
coherent theoretical model developed by one of their number, R.G. Hawtrey, and 
published in Economics in 1925. As well, he clearly shows how this view fits into what 
one might call the Treasury's picture of the world of free trade, balanced budgets and 
the gold standard. He then turns to Keynes's own contributions to the discussions: his 
1929 Liberal election pamphlet (with Hubert Henderson) Can Lloyd George Do It? (i.e. 
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reduce unemployment through public works); his contributions to the election 
campaign; his private attempts to persuade the succeeding Labour Government in the 
Committee on Finance and Industry and the Economic Advisory Council; his 
journalism; and his 1930 Treatise on Money. There he shows how Keynes's intuitions or 
political proposals interacted with his evolving economic analysis and how, under the 
weight of public criticism, the theoretical 1929 'Treasury view became the pragmatic, 
business-like set of notions re-discovered by recent economic historians. 

Thus Clarke has accounted for the old regime and the tensions within it. He then 
turns to the professional discussion ofKeynes's Treatise to show how in the course of 
1931 its author became so actively dissatisfied with it that he embarked on an attempt 
to recast its main theoretical structure. With that attempt underway, using all the 
available sources, he clearly sets out what in his view were Keynes's major subsequent 
innovations in theory and how he had reached his new system in an embryonic form 
by the e�d of1932, before he spent the r�mainin� three years revising and recasting it 
so that 1t would prove the most effective poss1ble attack on the orthodoxy of his 
colleagues. This ground has been well-trodden before, but in his handling of the 
evidence and his predecessors Clarke shows a keen appreciation of and a deftness in 
handling the issues involved. He concludes with an assessment of the theory and a 
discussion of the historical Keynes and Keynesianism. 

The book is a highly recommended blend of acute scholarship crossing several 
disciplinary boundaries, which will probably have its greatest impact where Clarke 
least intends it: amongst economic historians and historians of economics. 

The Rylands Haggadah 

Ed. Raphael Loewe 
London: Thames and Hudson, 1988; £48. 

D.E. Moggridge 

Johnians are a loyal breed. Amongst the most loyal is Raphael Loewe (B.A. 1942), 
son of a distinguished University Lecturer in Rabbinics, and for a long time himsel( a 
lecturer in Hebrew at University College, London, whence recently he retired as 
Goldsmid Professor. Loewe was trained in St John's as a classicist (a contemporary of, 
amongst others, Professor Crook and Dr Pelling), and hence is knowledgeable and 
accomplished in the skills of translation and poetry. According to the old College 
custom (now sadly discontinued) he once wrote, as a scholar, the Latin and Greek 
verses annually presented to the Marquesses of Exeter and Salisbury. 

Raphael Loewe is to medieval Hebrew poetry what Guy Lee is to classical Latin 
poetry. His Rylands Haggadah is a beautifully produced facsimile edition of this fine 
fourteenth-century Catalonian manuscript, which was designed for use in the 
(Sephardi) celebration of the Jewish Passover. Loewe's translation skills are deployed 
in a full and sensitive English rendering not only of the Haggadah itself but of the eighty 
or so hymns designed to be inserted at various points in the liturgy. 
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A distinct feature of the work is Loewe's ability to explain, by commentary and 
notes, the significance of the ·texts. Consequently the volume can be commended 
warmly to gentile readers (and browsers) as well as to Jews and Hebraists. That is 
perhaps significant in two ways: the Exodus has from New Testament times rung 
Christian bells and, as a result, this liturgy with its hymns has much to teach those who, 
as junior brothers, share this fundamental biblical experience. Secondly, Loewe's 
success in making the work available and in explaining it is a tribute to the College 
system which, uniquely perhaps, prompts its loyal sons to fulfil this mitsvah or vocation 
of scholarship. 

The author has generously presented a copy of his work to the College library 
where - and whence - it will certainly be enjoyed by generations of Johnians. 

A. A. M. 
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